
Bloodshed stains Kosovo talks 


THE SMOULDERING ruins of 
the village of Svrhe marked 
whatwas supposed to be Koso- 
vo’s last weekend of wai; as 
Serbs and Kosovo Albanians 
fjw to Paris for that will 
either end the fighting or mark 
a new and deadly phase in its 
acceleration. 

But as officials in Belgrade 
released a thousand white 
doves as “a symbol of peace", 
Serbian tank* were ploughing 
through Svrhe. As they shelled 
the old stone houses, farcing the 
inhabitants to run screaming 
and crying for the hills, it was 


By EMma Daly 
inSyrhe 

and Marcus Tanner 

bard to imagine diplomats at 
far-off Rambouillet ending the 
cycle of bloodshed. “Children 
were crying, women were 
weeping and we were running, 
falling oven and you couldn’t 
hear anything but the constant 
shooting and shelling," said 
Ajet Gashi, who returned with 
me to Svrhe to check on the 
damage. We found the houses 
smoking flames licking the 
walls where the roofs had start- 


ed to collapse. “They launched 
a surprise attack, which start- 
ed at 6 o’clock in the morning" 
an Albanian fighter said. “We 
were outnumbered” 

In the woods a few miles 
awsf^MaliqDotMTxna waited be- 
side his tractm; the trailer filled 
to bursting with his wife, eight 
children and other relatives. 

Farther north, smoke bil- 
lowed above the villages of Mi- 
jalic and Drvar. Zymer ZeneS 
showed us his home, where the 
Serbs had hurled around bed- 
ding, papers, clothing and food, 
thrown an armchair down a 


well, and ripped up passports. 
The family snapshots lay scat- 
tered and shredded in the gar- 
den. “We worked so hard for 
this and now it’s all destroyed,” 
he said. But the Zenelis es- 
caped. In towns and cities 
across Kosovo, hospitals were 
struggling with the tide of dead 
and wounded from a series of 
weekend bombings. 

The death toll from the 
blasts rose to seven dead and 
58 wounded as doctors strug- 
gled to cope with the number of 
people needing surgery. The ex- 
plosions bore a sinister re- 


semblance to the mark e t - place 
blasts that killed dozens and 
maimed many more in Saraje- 
vo in the 1992-95 war between 
Bosnia’s Serbs sod Muslims . 

In the northern town of 
Mitrovica, where four were 
fcfliftri in an expl osi on in a veg- 
etable market on Saturday, 
Arsim Suleijmani said: “We 
saw t e rrible things: Leffi, hands, 
limb s, lots of blood.” 

Behind the stall where he 
was selling a pp l es , onions and 
potatoes when the blast oc- 
curred, a trader lifted two 
wooden bores to show the man- 


gled remains of a band and 
some fingers. 

As the delegations readied 
France it seemed only a mira- 
cle could save Kosovo from 
more disasters. While the Al- 
banians indicated they would 
sign a US-drafted peace agree- 
ment as soon as today, the Ya- 
.goslav delegation was under, 
strict orders from President 
Slobodan Milosevic not even to 
discuss the proposed deploy- 
ment of Nato troops - the key 
component of the proposed 
deal. The plan would provide 
Kosovo, where die population 


is 90 per cent Albanian, with au- 
tonomy, backed by a deploy- 
ment of 28,000 Nato troops. 

In London, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary. Robin Cook, reiterated 
that Nato remained poised to 
strike if an agreement is not 
reached, and warned Mr MIlo- 
sevic fliat his government “may 
have to take the consequences" 
if it rejected a deal. The feebly 
worded threat seemed only to 
underline die disarray in die 
ranks of the big powers over 
what to do next if, as seems al- 
most certain, no .agreement 
follows from Rambouillet. In 


Svrhe, the villagers said they 
hoped the latest bloodshed 
would concentrate people's 
umufa in fiance. “Wfe are really 
hoping for something good in 
Paris," said Mr Gashi as the 
burning roof of his home final- 
fy fell in with a great crash. 

In the distance the rebel 
fighters of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army could be heard chanting 
a song that testified to a will- 
ingness to fight on: “We cant 
stand slavery; we’re going to 
win; we wiD liberate this land." 

Leading article, 
Review page? 


Judges ‘rob’ 
Lewis of 
world title 


THERE WERE calls for Lennox 
Lewis to be awarded an instant 
rematch against Evander Holy- 
field after the fight between the 
two world heavyweight cham- 
pions at Madison Square Gar- 
den on Saturday night ended in 
a controversial draw. Lewis, 
who had waited 10 years for his 
chance to win the undisputed 
title, will now have to wait a lit- 
tle longer to rectify what he and 
his camp see as a serious in- 
justice. 

^ • Not many of the 21,284 peo- 
Vie packing the Garden thought 
that the British-born fighter 
had foiled to beat Hoiyfield on 
points over 12 rounds. But the 
dissident minority included one 
of the three judges, while an- 
other felt unable to decide in 
favour of either man. The split 
decision left both boxers hold- 
ing on to their respective titles, 
but was received with wide- 
spread booing in the halL 
Many Americans, including 
newspaper and television com- 
mentators, shared the outrage 
of the 7,000-strong British con- 
tingent. "Robbery!" screamed 
the front-page headline in the 
JVeic York Post a few hours 
later. “Robbed!" agreed the 
Daily News . “A heist," sug- 
gested the New York Times. 
C Lewis started the fight 
strongly and held Hoiyfield at 
bay during the later stages. 
“The whole world could see for 
itself what happened," he said. 
“This was highway robbery. I 
call for an automatic rematch 
next month. But I doubt if he’s 
going to want to fight me again. 
He looked tike an old man in 
there." 

Hoiyfield, clearly the more 
bruised and exhausted of the 
two, admitted his luck, in his 
own devout fashion. “I go in 


By Richard Williams 
in New York 

with God and I come out with 
God," he said. “Usually the de- 
cisions don't go my way. I had 
a blessed dgy today, thank the 
Lord. Lewis really shone. He 
proved he was tough and that 
he's good for the game of box- 
ing. In six months, if he wants 
to get it on, let’s get it on. It’s 
no problem with me." 

Blame was levelled at the 
British judge, Larry O’Connell 
a Kent engraver who scored the 
fight even, and at Jean 
Williams, the US judge, who 
gave the fight to Hoiyfield. But 
there were dark mutterings of 
the sort that tend to accompa- 
ny any fight promoted by the 
flamboyant Don King, to whom 
a Lewis victory would have 
meant the end of his grip on foe 
heavyweight division. 

Among the more predictably 
extreme reactions was that of 
Frank Maloney, Lewis's man- 
ager “If I was Tony Blair," he 
said, *Td cut off all diplomatic 
relations with the United 
States. It's an absolute con.” 

Tbny Banks, the Sports min- 
ister, added: "It was a bad night 
for boxing. The judging ap- 
pears to have been bizarre and 
the result gives rise to the 
thought that it was more about 
business than sport We need 
a rematch and it should be in 
this country." 

Other boxers were quick to 
support Lewis. Frank Bruno, 
the last Briton to fight for the 
undisputed title, described it as 
“the most disgusting decision 
I've ever seen in a boxing ring: 
Lennox made the fight look 
easy". Chris Eubank called it “a 
travesty of justice”. 

Full story Sport Section 



Lennox Lewis raises his arm at the end of his fight against Evander Hoiyfield at Madison Square Garden, New York. The fight was ruled a draw 
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Lloyd’s chiefs face fraud charges over £5.4bn 


A GRAND JURY in New York is 

to examine allegations that 
Lloyd’s insurance market 
recruited 3,000 American mem- 
bers by hiding liabilities of 
£5.4bn from them. 

The legal move will be the 
first step in a process that 
could see senior figures at 
Lloyd's facing charges of fraud 
in America over a secret policy 
dubbed “recruit and dilute". No 


By Steve boccan 

one has been prosecuted in the 
UK over the Ellbn losses 
dumped on unsuspecting 
recruits during the disastrous 
insurance years of the Eghties. 

Twenty thousand new mem- 
bers - or names - were 
allegedly drawn into the mar- 
ket on the strength of figures 
that showed no hint of an 


impending flood of claims for 
asbestos pollution and illness. 

British names have dem- 
anded that charges be brought 
against senior Lloyd's officials 
who, they daim, knew about the 
deluge of claims to come, but 
did nothing to warn them. 
While the authorities here 
appear content to let die mar- 
ket regulate itself US prose- 
cutors are gunning for Lloyd’s. 


It is understood that the 
American Federal Post Office 
service is dose to faying evi- 
dence before a grand jury in a 
bid to launch criminal pro- 
ceedings. Two investigators 
from the Post Office - who 
have police powers - visited 
Britain last year to gather evi- 
dence. Sources say that file 
men believe they have a prima 
fade case of fraud. 


If charges are brought, they 
will centre on allegations that 
Lloyd’s sent misleading mate- 
rial to American names during 
negotiations to settle losses in 
the early Nineties. Those 
negotiations involved names 
having their losses capped in 
return for agreeing not to take 
legal action against Lloyd’s. 

It has emerged that Lloyd’s 
lawyers in America, Meades & 


Mount and Lord, Bissell t 
Brook, sent annual reports b 
London warning of precis* 
numbers of "asbej&os bodily in 
jury” claims in the US. 

Lloyd’s said it knew nothin] 
of any grand jury hearing, i 
spokesman refused to discus 
claims that information hat 
been withheld from names 
other than to say there was n< 
evidence to suggest it had beer 
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Their brains are frying. Is it their mobile 
phones or just a case of the mid-term blues? 

CATCH UP ON OUR REAL-LIFE STUDENT SOAP. EVERY TUESDAY 
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UNDIAGNOSED 
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■ PLUS MEDIA 
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Six shot at 
soccer match 


A GUNMAN opened fire on play- 
ers and spectators yesterday 
during an amateur football 
game after bong driven onto' 
the pitch on a motorbike. 

Sis people were injured, in- 
cluding the referee, a goal- 
keeper; a dub manager and two 
players from the Irish teams. 

The Irish Garda said they 
knew of no motive for the at- 
tack. which occurred during a 
penalty shoot-out between 
Dublin Celtic and Bawnogue 
Boys at ClondaUdn in Dublin. 

The motorbike was driven on 
to the pitch at 1.15pm and the 
pillion passenger opened fire on 
spectators then shot indis- 
criminately at the players. 

The identity of pair on the 
bike was concealed by hel- 
mets. 

“It wasn’t a big match or any- 
thing. It was a small district 
league or something like that 
(with) only 100 or 200 specta- 
tors." a police spokesman said. 

A schoolgirl who witnessed 


by Lindsay Barnes 

the attack said the pillion pas- 
senger on the “brand new, 
black and shiny" motorbike ini- 
tially fired two shots from a 
shotgun. 

“There were two guys chi this 
bike. They drove on to the field, 
shot straight through the field, 
did a circle, went on round a bit 
further." 

She said the man then shot 
again. “Everyone in the field 
just ran.” 

Reports from witnesses 
named one of the injured play- 
ers as Stephen Grogan. Local 
milkman Rory Kelly, a specta- 
tor; was also injured. 

The Bawnogue Boys’ goal- 
keeper was hit in the leg, the 
match referee was wounded in 
the ankle and the manager of 
Dublin Celtic was shot Anoth- 
er player Eddie Keogh, was 
shot in the back, according to 
the schoolgirl 

Housewife Leona McGreeyy 


BRITAIN TODAY 


was inride her house when she 
heard a shot fired outride. 

“I just thought it was fire- 
works but (hen I came out and 
the road was just mad” she 
said. “People were running all 
over the place frying to find out 
what had happened.” 

Dozens of children had been 
playing in the road alongside the 
pitch, including two of her own, 
Denise, five, and Richard, three 
“I didn't know where they were 
for a few minutes. All I knew 
was that shots had been fired.” 

The Garda believes both at- 
ta da ars w ere men. There are no 
suspects at this stage. All of the 
injured were adults. 

A spokeswoman for St 
James Hospital said two men 
had been admitted to the ca- 
sualty ward with gunshot 
wounds as a result of the attack 
but they had been stabilised. 

Two men were admitted to 
Adelaide Meath Hospital in 
HallaghL Their injuries were not 
serious. 
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Hie Deputy Prime Ministei; John Prescott, made a plea to save the world's coral reels while diving in the Maldives Dr Charles Artdearson 
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YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Wwnm: Famborough 1 3C (S5R 
Coldest (day): Lao SC (46F) 
WiBUt Loch GLascamoch 12.0 urn 
Smmtest: Worthing 10.0 hre 
For 24hrs to 2pm Sunday 


THE WORLD 


HIGH TIDES 

AM HI PM HI 
Anoomomh 5.17 113 5.43 123 

Cork 3 M2 4.0 4.03 3.9 

Oemanpan 3.51 43 432 4 3 

Doner 9.18 53 9.42 6.1 

Dan Lnogtabe 933 3.7 1034 33 

Fetaoutti 332 4.7 3.53 4.7 

Greenock 11.03 3.1 11.16 23 

Henofcb 10.15 3.6 1033 3.6. 

Holyhead 8.43 5.1 9.12 5.1* 

HoB (Albert Dk) 4.39 7.7 4.48 83 

Kings Lyon 4.46 5.6 4.53 6.1 

Ldtfe 12.49 43 1.06 43 

LWpool 9.31 83 937 8.6 

NUted Homo 437 6.0 4.51 6.1 

Newquay 3.22 6.1 3.45 63 

Portland 5.02 13 5.36 1.6 

10.12 43 
6.49 43 
235 S.1 
10.09 33 


PwOhaS 637 4. 

SenrtJotoogh 235 4. 

Wkfc 9.31 3 

Height meas u red In metres 


3.22 6.1 
5.02 1.5 
9A2 43 
637 4.1 
235 43 
9.31 33 


FORECAST 

General situation Scotland and Northern Ireland will start cloudy and windy 
with some showery rain, chiefly in the west. Southern Scotland and Northern Ire- 
land will stay largely cloudy with occasional patchy rain. However, northern Scot- 
land should brighten up for a tune with the strong winds easing, although more 
nun will return rhls evening. Meanwhile, the northern haJf of England and Wales 
will also have a lot of ckiud with drizzle m Cumbria, but further south It will be 
line with decent sunny periods after a mrsey stair. 

Channel is, London, SE, Cone SASW England. S Wales. S Midlands, E 
AngUa: Fme and very mild with good sunny periods after any early mist has 
cleared Light and variable winds. Man temp 12-I5C (54-59F). 

N Midlands, Cent NINE England, E England; Mostly dry and mild with the 
best of the sunny intervals along the coast, but there will be large amounts of 
cloud. A moderate south-westerly wind, locally gusty in Yorkshire and Northum- 
berland. Man temp I M4C (S2-57F). 

N Wales, NW England. Lake Disc, isle at Man: Mild but rather cloudy with 
dnzile possible over the hills, especially *n Cumbria. Perhaps a Hctie sunshine on 
the north Welsh coast and around Liverpool Bay. A moderate south-west wind. 
Ma> lemp 11-14C (52-57F) 

Glasgow, Edinburgh. SE A SW Scotland. N Ireland; Mainly cloudy and blus- 
tery ivith occasional rain and drizzle, mom especially in the west. A gusty south- 
west tvnd. Slowly easing Mon temp 9-1 2C (48-54F). 

NC A NW Scotland, Aberdeen, WAN Isles: Early rain and strong winds will 
dear to sunny spells and scattered showers for a dme. but more row will reach 
the vsesr later rhls afternoon. The srrong to gjie force southerly wind will Cum 
south-westerly and ease. Ma» temp 8-1 1C (46-52F). 

OUTLOOK 

Southern Britain will remain fine and relatively warm with good sunny spells after 
the clearance ol overnight fog and ground frost. The north will be rather cloudy 
again tomorrow win rain in parts of Scotland and Northern Ireland, but Wednes- 
day should be largely dry and bright. 


AIR QUALITY 

Today’s readings 



NO* 

SO* 

London 

Mod 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN * MOON 


Sow rises; 06.16 
Sin secs: 18.04 
Moon rises: 0530 
Mom sets; 15.16 


WEATHERLINE 

For Ute latest (a, cents did 0891 5009 
laBowed by (he two Agio for yow area. 
Source, ihe Met Office. Coos charged at 
SOp per min (inc VAT) 



hrs 

mm 

•c 

T 

v i L r. . 

7 J 


Anglesey 

9.3 

0.3 

10 

50 

Aviemore 

6.8 

4.3 

a 

46 

Belfast 

7 3 

1J 

ii 

52 

Birmingham 

5.2 

5.1 

ii 

52 

Bournemouth 

8.2 

3.3 

13 

55 

Bristol 

62 

15.5 

12 

54 

Buxton 

7.1 

O 

9, 

48 

Cardiff 

7.1 

7.4 

12‘ 

54 

dacron 

3.9 

0.5 

13 

55 

.Cromer 

3.7 

i 1.5 

12 

54 

^ Edinburgh — . 

6.6 

3.3 

11 

52' 

Exmouth 

5.1 

24.1 

12 

54 

Rshguard 

6.8 

0 3 

10 

50 

Folkestone • 

b-i 

0 

14 

57 

Glasgow 

7.3 

0.3 

10 

50 

Hastings 

7.1 

0 

15 

59 

Hove 

,7^ 

1.5 

14 

57 

Isfe-of-man 

9.6 

0.5 

10 

50 

Isle-of-wighc 

- 

1.5 

12 

54 

Jersey 

8.0 

0.3 

15 

59 

Kendal 

n/a 




Leeds 

8.3 

0.5 

12 

54 

Lerwick 

2.7 

5.1 

7 

45 

Uttlehompton 

9.1 

4.3 

14 

57 

London 

5.6 

0.8 

14 

57 

Lowes raft 

2.6 

0.5 

13 

55 

Manchester 

9.5 

0.3 

12 

54 

Margate 

rVa 




Morecambe 

9.0 

0 

JO 

50 

Newcastle 

7.6 

0 

11 

52 

Newquay 

8.5 

0.5 

11 

52 

Norwich 

3.7 

0.3 

13 

55 

OnTord 

4.6 

03 

12 

54 

Ross-on-wye 

n/a 




Salcombe 

n/a 




Scarborough 

7.3 

2.5 

11 

52 

Shrewsbury 

4.8 

0.3 

11 

52 

Southend 

S.3 

0 

13 

55 

Southport 

- 

0 

re 

- 

Stornoway 

4 2 

9.1 

7 

45 

Swanage 

8.5 

1.8 

13 

55 

Tenby 

8.5 

0.5 

11 

52 

Torquay 

7.3 

13.7 

14 

57 

Weston-s-mare 

ofa 




Yfeymouth 

7.5 

03 

12 

S4 

24 boors to 6pm (GMT) Saturday: 

Information by PA WnatherCmtre 



Jobs gloom as 
recession bites 


High A will stay dose to sou them England while Low R turns northwards and 
Low S deepens as It tracks north-eastwards. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 
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JOB PROSPECTS in Britain are 
the bleakest toe six years and 
employer confidence has col- 
lapsed amiss the board, with 
engineering and other export- 
related industries the worst 
.hit, according to the regular 
’ quarterly survey by Manpower 
A new forecast also predicts 
recession spreading from man- 
ufacturing to the service sector 
Days after the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer repeated his 
upbeat forecast of 1 to 1.5 per 
cent growth this year a report 
today from Oxford Economic 
Forecasting puts growth at 0.4 
per cent in 1999. Manufacturing 
output is likely to fall by 1.4 per 
cent, mainly because of theim- 
pact of the strong pound, it says. 

The Manpower survey of 
5L268 employers is one dear sig- 
nal that the economic slow- 
down is starting to hit the jobs 
market “This does not bode 
well for the coming yean” said 
Iain Herbertson, managin g 


BY Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 

director: It reports that 19 per 
cent of businesses plan to in- 
crease employment while 11 per 
cent plan to cut jobs. The 8 per , 
cent balance is the fewest sec- • 
ond-quarter figure since 1993, jL 
when it was just below zero. 

Manufacturing is weaker 
than service industries, with an ; 
overall balance of 6 per cent 
against ll percent in services. • 
But both have weakened. 

The deterioration is also _ 
evident nationwide. The old in- 
dustrial areas such as South 
Wales and the West Midlands ; 
face the worst prospects. 

Engineering and textiles 
lookfraiL The employment bal- 
ance in general engineering is 
at its lowest since 1982 - dur- 
ing the UK’s steepest post-war 
recession. In services, private 
health care and banking are , 
predicting significant job cuts. _ 


London: Air Green Man Roundabout. 
Ley’.crtstono Major roadworks on now 
Mu Ink road Until 31 si DccomOor. 
Bristol: MS JIB-19 Ma|or Roadworks on 
Awnmouth Bndpo. UntH 23rd Juno 2001 
Warwickshire: M42 Between J10 Tanwrorth 
services and J9 SuBon CokJftofcJ. Roadworks 
andcontraflavr Untf 23rd Aprs 
South Yorkshire: Ml Botwoon J34 linsloy 
VbducJ (A6109) A J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
iASitbi SnuKtoid Carriageway Is reduced 
:o i wo lanes southbound Until 21 st 
November 2000 

Gloucestershire: AJO Larrsdawn Rd, 


ChoUenham. Closed due to roadworks 
Inbound. Dtveratora in place. Until 1 st June. 
Co-Antrim: A1 Klrtgsway, Ounmurray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. UntU 
1st August 

Derbyshire: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50I and Shardtotv Road round- 
about East ol Ahraston. Contraflow tor woik 
on now A50. Unci/ 1 5th October. 

AA Roadmcdi: Call 0336 401777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source- The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged ac 50p per min (fne VAT). 
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Rain 

OR SHINE... 

THE GOVERNMENT in the re- 
mote Indian state of Mizoram 
is offering rewards for dead 
rats following an infestation. 

Legend has it that an in- 
creasing number of rats cou- 
pled with the early flowering of 
bamboo - something that has 
been witnessed this year in the 
mountains - is a sign of im- 
pending drought The state 
government already has paid 
90,000 rupees (about £1,400) as 
reward to rat catchers -at the 
rate of one rupee one per rat. 
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French strike over e i 
threat to duty-free 


CROSS-CHANNEL tourists and 
lorry drivers were bracing 
themseives last night as French 
port workers prepared to block 
ferries and Eurotunnel trains 
going in and out of France. 

Staff at Calais, the busiest 
Channel port, are taking action 
today in protest at the threat- 
ened end of duty-free. 

A spokesman for p&O Siena 

line said die action against fer- 
ries was to begin at 8am (GMT) 
and scheduled to last for six 
hours. “As usual, it is the British 
passenger who has to bear the 


By Linus Gregoriapis 

brunt of a protest Eke this," he 
said. Eurotunnel said it was ad- 
vising people not to. travel ' J - 
Kent Police warned yester- 
day that a section of the M20 
could be shut to accommodate . 
queuing lorries waiting to cross. 

Inspector Peter Savage cf 
Kent Police said the motorway 
would be closed for asiongsS-i 
the queues lasted. “Wb hopejaij 
dispute does not last all dajjffWfr 
we have to be prepared to cc^ 

... for as long as ft takes*’’ 


■ sonde* quoltv atondarda same cans m*v bo r 
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LOOKING ACROSS the wide and 
wradswept park, yrrar eye picks 
out some handsome features: 
two plaster sphinxes flanking a 
"gng conarete staircase, a pro- 
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a noble balustrade. Hie archi- 
tecture suggests that we are 
approaching s omething unim - 
aginably grand. Eke the pyra- 
mids, or a temple to the Nine 
Muses ... 

Bid: there’s nothing at the 
end of this road. The magnifi- 
cent glass structure - the Ciy ; 
tal Mace - that was built in 
^ydeParkbyJoseph Paxton for 

thw Tgrfii h ifi nn jq I flg l and 

relocated south of the Thames 
three years lateq was destroyed 
in a fire in 1986. No one had the 
heart to disturb its charred 
foundations -but soon there wffl 
be something new for these 
steps and sphinxes to lead to- 
wards. And the inhabitants of 
^his London suburb are dread- 
ing its arrival 

It’s a ‘‘multiplex” -a palace 
of varieties conceived on epic 
tines. At its centre win be eigh- 
teen cinema screens, nine 
“restaurants'', a bowling alley 
and three ‘Teisnre boxes’*, each 

big enou gh to arcnmmodnlft a 
musfo venue ora “femify enter- 
tainment centre”. It will be as 
long as two football stadiums 
laid side by side. The plans 
show a long, low tray-shaped 
structure, both futuristic and 
deadly dull, witoparitingspaoe 
for 950 cars on the roo£ 

This is the £56m levia- 
than that has united mild, 
middle-class protesters and 
dreadlQd^ed, earth-bartowing . 
eco-vrarriors in joint (if not 
naralleD endeavour for the past 

months. Ever since 1995, 
when Bromley Council began 
inviting development sugges- 
tions, the locals have been sus- 
picious, then hostile, then at 
wan The Crystal Palace Cam: 
paigagot under way two years 
ago, and is chaired by Philip 
Kolvin, a Gray's Inn barrister. 
Itboartsl^OOvdunteersinfive 
boroughs. • 

“Bromley wanted to attract 
developers at any price,” said 
KenLewinghHLthecampaigrfs 
deputy chaii; “so they said, Tfe 
wiQ let the market determine 
the leisure mix’. Whatever 
makes the most money seemed 
to be the main criterion". 


articulate lobbyist “The objec- 
tion isnt about taste but about 
the scale of the thing , it’s in- 
appropriate because hfs a giant 
enterprise and -win need hnge 
numbers of people to make it 
work It’s on the same scale as 
Alton Towers. The streets 
around here just cant cope 
with the invasion of cars and 
people”. 

Though Crystal Mace sits 
at the edge of five London bor- 
oughs - Southwark, Lewisham, 
Croydon, Lambeth and Brom- 
ley - the Part is owned fay 
Bromley. The centre of Brom- 
ley; its high street and shopping 
centre, is four miles a way from 
the heart of Crystal Mace, 
whkh win have to cope with the 
fallout from its greedy neigh- 
bour's interest in park “regen- 
eration”, It is.cold comfort that 
the inhabitants of Bromley will 
soou be laced with a colossal bill 
for policing the battleground 
that the former “Fresh Air Sub- 
urb" has become. 

The campaign had lobbied 
IheEhviromnemMimstiythe 
previous July, in 1997, and suc- 
ceeded in getting Bromley’s 
planning application put on 
hold. But in March 1998, John 
Prescott gave his decision: the 
plans complied with all legal 
stipulations. Bromley he said, 
“may determine this applica- 
tion as they think fit”. 

As the middle-class profes- 
sionals running the campaign 
tried newlegal avenues to block 
planning p wraisarin n, the eco- 
warriors arrived in April, built 
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Battle of 
Crystal 
Palace 
becomes 

a farce 


asA , 
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By John Walsh 

Thefinee marfaetwoold never 
do farSElS. If s not a conspic- 
uously genteel s ubur b. It has 
fast-food outlets and urban 
blight. But there’s a lot of civic 
pride around, along with the sec- 
ond-hand bookshops and Thai 

restaurants. Mace dwellers af- 
fect to dread the traffic that will 
gum up the streets every night, 
the fomes, the chaos, the dnfn- 
oos 2am strdters, the drug deal- 
ers that will prey on the 15 to 
25-year-olds who are die nmffi- 
pteafs ideal customers; andyou 
can hear in their voices the 
words “Bang goes the neigh- 
bourhood”. 

“It is nota class matte?" said 
Celia RandeE, a garden de- 
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An eco-wairifor taunting a bailiff in the frees at the Crystal Palace site in south-east London where local feeting is numing high against the planned ‘multiplex’ Chris Sharp 
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Hie planned £56m leisure complex (top left) and the original Crystal Palace of 185L Campaigners (right) standing fay the site fence as a guard looks on David Rose 


towers from wood and metal 
grilles, tunnelled into the earth, 
swarmed into the trees and re- 
christened the palace site “Big 
Widow EcoVillage”. 

Bromley Council got tough. 
Anyone helping the trusties 
found themselves summonsed 
to the High Court Mrs Joan 
Vindey a local pensioner; found 
herself arraigned for having 
brought the demonstrators a 
dish of bread-and-butter pud- 
ding. Ken Lewison received a 
writ because he spoke to an 
Evening Standard journalist 
on the site for 10 minutes. 
Suzanne Elkin, a campaign 


secretary hooted her car horn 
when passing the demonstra- 
tors last week, and was stepped 
by a police take half a mile fur- 
ther. A whiff of the secret state 
came from Bromley Councillor 
David Bartlett who declared on 
television: “If anyone has indi- 
cated their support for the oc- 
cupation of this site, we shall 
name them. They will have an 
opportunity to explain them- 
selves in court”. 

On 4 March, the police and 
security guards arrived in 
force, 2,000 oftbem chasing 50 
eco-warriors, plucking them 
out of the trees with a doeny- 


picker crane, dismantling the 
towers, (figging iq> the tunnels. 
The Made was closed to cars, 
buses and walkers all day. 
Schoolchildren were aban- 
doned by their buses. The cost 
of tbe weeks of surveillance and 
the ultimate eviction has been 
estimated at £2m. 

An atmosphere of tense con- 
tainment hangs over the park 
now. A handful of crushes are 
still down in the tunnels. Shots 
of security men in their fluo- 
rescent yellow coats line the 
wire perimeter erf the multiplea: 
site. A goi called Thra, about 14, 
in dreadlocks, ba ggy trousers 


and duly trainers, stops by to 
wind up the men before re- 
turning to her placard protest 
by the roadside. Frixn the rise, 
where the Crystal Palace once 
dominated the London skyline, 
you can see an example of the 
multiplex architect Ian Rit- 
chie's work -the “Omcert Plat- 
form" that stands in the 
En glish Landscape Garden, a 
rusted-orange monstrosity, a 
great rectangular Bd patched at 
45 degrees above a concrete 
stage, like a huge trap about to 
slum shut 

The Crystal Palace Cam- 
paigners sent a petition to the 


House of Lords on 21 January 
and are still waiting for a reply. 

“Bromley think if they keep 
on ignoring public opinion, the 
locals vrill cave in eventually. 
But we won V said Ken Lewi- 
son. “Even if the Lords petition 
falls, weVe got other legal an- 
gles up our sleeves”. 

“It’s so frustrating." says 
John Payne, the press officer. 
" We’ve got so much profession- 
al muscle- :L500 volunteers, traf- 
fic consultants, barristere, town 
planners, PR and marketing 
skDls, video makers -and we're 
still not winning.” 

On 20 March, they’re demon- 


strating in Leicester Square, 
then heading for Downing 
Street On the 30th, Bromley's 
Development Control Com- 
mittee meets to consider the 
foil planning application. The 
campaign will be out in force. 

At the edge of the park. 
Joseph Paxton's monumental 
carved head is turned away 
from the sphinxes and alcoves, 
the balustrades and security 
men. IBs sightless eyes look 
over distant Bromley. His face 
wears an expression of fath- 
omless contempt 
Crystal Palace Campaign: 
0381-244 8399 
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Rent-a-lie service offers philanderers an alibi 


FOR SPOUSES trying to con- 
vince a partner that weekend 
tryst in Amsterdam was really 
spent at a pig-rearing confer- 
ence in Stough,TieIp is at hand. 

Plunging mendacity to new 
depths, a company is offering 
ready-made alibis. All the 
cheating partner has to do is 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

pick up the phone and dial an 
excuse. Joe Thyloz; whofound- 
ed Tbe Affla Agency said he and 
his business partner Ronnie 
Brock, got the idea after help- 
ing out philandering friends 
with excuses. “Ron and I had 


often beifoed out friends by pro- 
viding an afibi for them they 
were “playing away*. So we de- 
cided there could be a demand 
for such a service and so far 
we’ve been proved right” 

The agency, which says that 
it has had 100 people sign up, 
can also provide faked docu- 


ments and invitations that can 
add “evidence” to help backup 
the lies. 

“People knock us, saying 
what we’re doing is immoral 
and we have had abusive calls 
from some irate women. But 
we’ve also bad women wanting 
to join up," said Mr Taylor; 


from lytham St Annes. “So for 
we have not been sussed out by 
a client’s partner yet but we do 
not guarantee they will not be 
caught out uang our service.” 

The agency has drawn crit- 
irism for encouraging people to 
fie and cheat Tbe Venerable 
John Barton, Archdeacon of 


Aston, Birmingham, said: “If 
any of these fake documents 
are produced by a parly during 
divorce proceedings then I 
would have thought the com- 
pany could be prosecuted for 
perjury and I hope they get the 
high jump. 

“They seem to be actively 


promoting infidelity and dis- 
honesty by providing sucha dis- 
tasteful service.” Julia Cole, of 
the Relate marriage-guidance 
counselling sendee, raid: “It's 
a disastrous and immoral idea. 
It is setting people up to deceive 
in a relationship rather than ad- 
dressing their problems that 


might have led to an extra -mar- 
ital affair. It doesn't solve the 
problem a relationship may be 
suffering but serves to perpet- 
uate it” Mr Taylor remains 
unapologetic. He said his web- 
site had been visited by poten- 
tial cheats from other parts of 
Europe, Japan and the US. 
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A NOTEBOOK THAT 
WON'T BREAK YOUR ARM. 

OR THE BANK. 


It’s light in weight and light on the pocket. But it*s» built 


with Dell quality, packs the power of an Intel' Celeron™ 


Processor 300MHs and even comes with n free upgrade 


to double rhe amount of memor>’ - 64MB SDRAM. 


Call the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* now. 


And laugh all the way to the bank. 
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DELL INSPIRON™ 3500 c300 XT 
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• ar XGA (IGEMiTBBI TFT Sown 
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1 4GB BDE Haul Drive 
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DOUBLE YOUR 
MEMORY FOR FREE 


BETWEEN SAM & 3PM WEEKDAYS, 

08701524603 

OFFER CLOSES 22ND MARCH 99 


9AM TO 6PM SAT, 10AM TO 5PM SUN J 


BE DIRECT 



www.dell.co.uk 
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Two children 


a week die 


from abuse 


By Clare Gakner 


UP TO two children die from 
child abuse or neglect every 
week in Britain, and many 
mare go unrecorded, acconfing 
to a new report by the NSPCC, 
the most comprehensive ever 
into child deaths. 

Despite public perceptions, 
only five or six of the 100-odd an- 
nual child murders are com- 
mitted by strangers. In the 
majority of cases, the perpe- 
trator is a family member; the 
children's charity report shows. 

The Independent has ob- 
tained an early draft of the 
report H Out of Sight”, which is 
due to be published later this 
week It reviews deaths from 
abuse over the past 25 years, 
and highlights how the abuse of 
children and young people re- 
mains hidden from society. 

One contributor; John 
Fitzgerald, chief executive of 
the Bridge Child Care Devel- 
opment Service, wrote: “It is ou- 
trageous that over 1,000 
children die every decade fol- 
lowing abuse and neglect 

“If by developing our knowl- 
edge and skills, we could col- 
lectively halve the number over 
the next 10 years, that would 
mean saving the lives of at 
least 500 children as well as pre- 
venting countless life-threat- 
ening or disabling injuries." 

The NSPCC report coincides 
with the launch tomorrow of its 


nationwide campaign to end 
cruelly to children within a 
generation. The “P\dl Stop” 
campaign features hard-hitting 
television advertisements de- 
signed to open eveiyone’s eyes 
to child abuse, and to show that 
most cruelty to children occurs 
at home. 

Another contributor. Dr Jane 
Wynne, a leading paediatrician 
at the Leeds General Infir- 
mary, has identified a strong 
correlation between social de- 
privation and the death rate of 
children under the age of two. 
The excess mortality in the so- 
cially Hisarivan t a ged children 
continues throughout child- 
hood, she claims. 

Children are most at risk of 
being killed before they reach 
the age of one (40 per cent), Dr 
Wynne notes. A further 20 per 
cent of child murders occur be- 
fore the age offoui; and the re- 
mainder occur up to 15. 

Forty-nine per cent of child 
murders are committed by the 
father; stepfather or partner of 
the child's mother; according to 
Dr 'Stymie's research. Thirty- 
three per cent are committed 
fay the chibfs mother; 4 per cent 
by siblings, and most of the rest 
by people who are unrelated but 
provide care to the child 

Dr Wynne, who is an NSPCC 
trustee, lists some of the rea- 
sons given to explain a murder 
They indude escalating pun- 
ishment as part of “domestic 


violence", an unwanted baby 
(wfaidi maybe tfisabled), a psy- 
chotic parent and as part of 
child sexual abuse. 

The public is ill-informed 

about the prevalence of child 
murders at the hands of rela- 
tives or care-givers because of 
the media’s highly selective 
coverage, according to a study 
carried out this year by the 
Glasgow Media Group as part 
of the NSPCC report 

It shows a sharp decline in 
the volume of media coverage 
of child deaths between the 1980 
and 1998 and claims the media 
is only interested in blaming 
professionals or strangers, not 
family members. 

Professor Roy Meadow pres- 
ident of the British Paediatric 
Society conducted an 18-year 
study of 81 children who were 
thought to have died of natural 
causes but turned out to have 
been killed by their parents. 

He wrote in the report “It is 
a national scandal that we ac- 
cept a situation in which so 
many young children (fie of un- 
known causes. 

“If one out of every thousand 
21-year-olds died suddenly and 
unexpectedly without an iden- 
tifiable cause, there would be a 
national scandaL" 

The report includes a table 
of children who died between 
1973 and 1998, detailing the 
causes of death as well as the 
perpetrators. 
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The Green Arrow; a traditional steam locomotive, made a return trip from Marylebone Station in London, where trainspotters watched, to 
High Wycombe Station for the London station’s 100th anniversary celebration 2brn Craig 


MI5 ‘bury’ evidence in bombing, 


Child Murders 


I Between one and two children are killed 
by care-givers each week in the UK 
I Five to six children are killed by strangers 
each year in the UK 

1 49 per cent of the perpetrators are the 
child's father, step-father, or mother's 
partner 

i 33 per .cent of the perpetrators are the 
child’s mother 

1 4 per cent of perpetrators are siblings 


■ The rest of the perpetrators are 
unrelated but providing care to the child 

■ 40 per cent of deaths due to homicide 
occur before the age of one 

■ 20 per cent of deaths due to homicide 
occur between the age of one and four 

I The remainder occur between the age of 
five and 15 

Statistics compiled by Dr Jane Vi/ynne for the 

NSPCC report 


APPEAL COURT judges will 
hold a secret hearing at the 
Strand Law courts today to 
decide whether a Public Inter- 
est Immunity (PH) certificate 
should prevent lawyers for two 
convicted Palestinians hear- 
ing evidence they believe may 
support their case. 

Samar Alami and Jawad 
Botmi were convicted in 1996 of 
conspiracy to bomb the Israeli 
embassy in London. New evi- 
dence suggests that MI5 were 
warned that the attack in 1994 
was going to take place. 

The two Palestinians are 
now serving 20 years in British 
prisons for their alleged part in' 


Robert Fisk 

Middle East Correspondent 


the attack But' they have 
named the man they believe 
carried out the bombing as a 
Palestinian called Reda Mogh- 
rabi and suspect that they were 
“setup" for arrest 

When David Shayien the for- 
mer MI5 officer revealed in the 
Man on Sunday U months 
after their conviction that MI5 
had received advance warning 
of the attack Aland’s solicitor; 
Gareth Peirce, immediately de; 
manded to see the information 
which Shayteris colleagues had 
received. 


The Home Secretary Jack 
Straw overruled MB’s attempt 
to suppress details of the case 
and allowed the Mail on Sun- 
day to reveal that the MI5 re- 
port was “buried” in a cupboard 
where it was only found after 
the bombing. 

M35 had failed to pass on the 
details either to the police or to 
the Israelis themselves. Unless 
the appeal judges decide oth- 
erwise today, however; lawyers 
for the defence may never know 
details of the warning. 

In the aftermath of the Gulf 
Wai; the government placed 
PH certificates on security doc- 
uments vriudi showed that the 


Board of ‘frade bad approved 
the sale of items of military use 
to Iraq by the firm Matrix 
Churchill. 

Only when a judge ruled for 
their disclosure did the prose- 
cution abandon its case against 
Matrix Churchill officials. “The 
. method of dealing with this 
sort of material through PHs is 
very questionable,’' a lawyer in- 
volved in European law said 
yesterday. 

“It involves a hearing be- 
tween the prosecution and a 
judge or appeal judges in the . 
absence of the defence. This is 
a practice that is being challen- 
ged in the European courts.*' 


Oddly, news of the forth- 
coming secret hearing does 
not appear to have been dis- 
closed to the defence - as it 
should have been under law- 
and we may never know what 
was said. 

Alami, who said she received 
explosives from Moghrabi for 
' experiments with bombs which 
could be used against Israeli 
military targets near the 
Lebanese border denies any in- 
volvement in the 1994 attack on 
the London embassy. Although 
the police acknowledged that 
the bomber was never arrest- 
ed. they have shown no inter- 
est in finding Moghrabi. 
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Broadcaster accused of exploiting 


Lawrence case in fight for mayor 


Bv Paul waugh 

Political Correspondent 

THE PHONEY war over who 
should become the Mayor of 
London finally ended yesterday 
when broadcaster Trevor 
Phillips declared his intention 
to stand for the post 

After months of specula- 
tion, the gloves came off in the 
race when Mr Phillips an- 
nounced that he was definite- 
ly entering the contest and 
wanted to run as a Labour can- 
didate. Mr Phillips' decision to 
declare his candidacy means 
that he is only the third person, 
along with Ken Livingstone 
and LordArcher of Weston- 
super-Mare, to publicly an- 
nounce his aim to become 
Britain’s first directly elected 
mayor. 

The 45-year-old presenter 
of London Weekend Televi- 
sions Z/mdon Programme said 
he had decided to stand 
because recent reports of who 
was and was not in the running 
were in danger of turning the 
whole affair into “a farce”. 

“After 20 years of crusading 
for London as a reporter I 
think it's about time instead of 
just telling politicians what to 
do, 1 would like to play a part in 
making it happen," he said. 

However, Mr Phillips was 
immediately plunged into con- 
troversy over his declaration 
that the Stephen Lawrence 
case was one of the main fac- 
tors behind his decision to 
stand for mayor. 

He said that “without any 
doubt at all” the inquiry into the 
racist murder of the London 
teenager bad convinced him 
that more black people should 
get involved in public life. 

“In the last few weeks, in the 
Lawrence discussion and 
debate, what we have seen in 
London is the feet that this is 
a city of great diversity. I think 
I can play a part in turning that 
diversity into our advantage. I 
would lie to lead that city.” he 
told BBC's Breakfast with. 
Frost programme. 

“We who come from minor- 
ity communities have a right to 
say that we would like things to 
be better and different and to 
include us. But if we want that 
to'happen, we also have a 



Lord Archer of Weston-super-Mare 
Why Mayor? 

“This city needs a strategic approach to tackle its problems 
and needs someone banging the drum for it abroad.” 

Why Me? 

“I've spent the past two years meeting the people that run 
things, seeing the problems and finding solutions." 

My Rivals? 

“I welcome all candidates who are prepared to take this 
seriously and do the hard work.” 


Ken Livingstone 
Why Mayor? 

‘London needs a voice again, it needs to be given back its 
self-respect.” 

Why Me? 

”1 have screwed it up once. I will not do the same again. 
Of course 1 have yet to persuade Tony of that." 

My Rivals? 

“I welcome them all. The more the merrier as far as I’m 
concerned." 


Trevor Phillips 
Why Mayor? 

"It’s a great ]ob. But it shouldn't be a circus about who Tony 
Blair likes and who William Hague says can stand.” 

Why Me? 

‘I want to send a signal that there are people who are 
serious and who want to do the best for the dty.” 

My Rivals? 

‘i feel this shouldn’t be a platform for people who are, 
frankly, near the back end of their political careers.' 


responsibility. That means we 
have to join the police and get 
involved with public affairs and 
I think that tty doing this I 
might be giving a lead to some 
of my community.” 

But Tory sources alleged 
that Mr Phillips was “cynically’' 
using public concern over the 
tragedy to justify his candidacy. 


a charge he rebutted vigor- 
ously as “nonsense”. 

“I was the first person to do 
a documentary on the Law- 
rence case in 1993 and have 
beat a supporter of the family’s 
efforts since day one. To sug- 
gest that it is cynical of me to 
say it has played a part in me 
standing is itself utterly cynical 


and outrageous,” Mr Phillips 
told I7ie Independent. • 

Mr Phillips was also called 
on by Lord Archer; the Tory 
front-runner; to give up his job 
as a current affairs presenter 
to avoid any potential conflict of 
interest or media bias. 

“I just hope Davor and all 
others who come aboard are 


going to devote their fuD ener- 
gies to this and not do it part 
time. I presume Trevor wiU be 
giving up his job as a news pre- 
senter” Lord Archer said. 

TTip b roadcaster said that ha 
would stand aside from chair- 
ing mayoral TV debates, but re- 
fused to stop reporting on 
London issues. 


Recent reports have named 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health and Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, as the 
Labour leadership’s favoured 
candidates for mayor, even 
though both have dismissed 
the idea. Other possible candi- 
dates indude Nick Raynsford, 


the minister for London, 
Glenda Jackson, the Transport 
minister, and Tony Banks, the 
Sports minister: 

Mr Phillips was accused last 
year by the Tories of using his 
role as head of the “Yfes” cam 
paign in the referendum on 
the London mayoralty as a 
platform for his own ambitions, 


Cleric 
may quit 
over 
women 
bishops 

By Clare Garner 
Religious Affairs 
Correspondent 

THE ARCHBISHOP of York, Dr 
David Hope, wifi resign if the 
Church of England deddes to 
consecrate women bishops. 

Dr Hope, the second most 
senior figure in the Church of 
England’s hierarchy; has told 
friends that be could never 
take part in the consecration of 
women, adding: “I just couldn’ t 

stay in those circumstances." 

Resignation would be the 
only “logical conclusion" if the 
church agreed to promote 
women priests, he has report- 
edly said. He is understood to 
be particularly concerned 
about the mounting pressure to 
abolish safeguards prote c ti ng 
opponents of women priests. 

At present, the 1993 Act of 
Synod allows traditionalists 
who oppose women priests to 
be administered to by so-called 
“flying bishops". However; it is 
hard to see how this compro- 
mise could be maintained race 
women bishops get the go- 
ahead from the General Synod. 

Many pro-women campaign- 
ers feel that, five years after the 
ordination of the first women 
priests, the time has come seri- 
ously to ansider the question °f 
women bishops, and a private 
member’s motion to that effect 
is fikriy to be debated at the Gen- 
eral Synod this year 
Dr Hope's uncompromising 
stance mil provide a boost to 
the traditionalists, led by the 
Rev Geoffrey Kirk, ofFbrward 
in Faith, who intends to create 
a “Third Province" breakaway 
church if women bishops be- 
come a reality. Just as 140 
priests left the Church of Eng- 
land over women priests, more 
are expected to depart in 
protest at women bishops. 

Christina Rees, the chair- 
woman of Witch (Women and 
the Church), said: “It is very sad 
that the Archbishop ufYbrt feels 
he could not accommodate this 
development I am convinced 
that God has shown the church 
that this is the direction to take.” 

Around 2,000 women have 
been ordained as priests, and 
female bishops exist in the An- 
glican Church abroad. 


Balloonists on course 
for new world record 


by unp8ay Barnes 

A BRITISH -SWISS duo was on 
the verge of breaking the world 
distance record for a balloon 
flight last night and now looks 
poised to become the first to 
circumnavigate the globe in 
such an aircraft 

Good weather forecast for 
the next few days has in- 
creased the prospects for suc- 
cess for the British balloonist 
Brian Jones and his co-pilot 
Betrand Piccard on their jour- 
ney In the Swiss-sponsored 
balloon Breitling Orbiter 3. 

They hope to arrive in North 
Africa by next weekend. Jones, 
51, from Eriestoke in Wiltshire, 
and Piccard, 41, launched from 
the Swiss Alps on 1 March. Yes- 
terday they dodged thunder 


THE PATH OF THE BREITLING ORBITER 


1 March 1999 

Balloon is launched 
from the Swiss Alps. 
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Balloon reaches 
Hawaii. 


clouds over the Pacific Ocean 
as they headed towards Hawaii 
at a speed of 47 knots <54mph). 
By yesterday evening they 
were just 50 miles short of the 
off dal world distance record of 
14.852 miles, set last year in a 


solo round-the-worid bid by 
the American pilot Steve 
Fossett 

The best time of year for a 
successful circumnavigation 
hy balloon is from November 
to February, when flight is 


aided in the northern hemi- 
sphere by the gusting jet 
streams. 

Tbnight the Breitling Orb- 
iter 3 is expected to enter a fav- 
ourable subtropical jet stream, 
blowing from the Equator, 
which could increase the speed 
to 125 mph, putting them on 
course for victory. 

The jet stream should carry 
the balloon over Mexico on 
Wednesday and across the 
Caribbean between Jamaica 
and Cuba into the North At- 
lantic for the last leg of the 
three-week journey. 

The two men are reported to 
be in high spirits. “The past 
seven days above the ocean, 
seeing only water, has been dif- 
ficult but they are doing well,” 
said a spokeswoman. 


in 




In Brief 

Stunt skyefiver out of hospital 

THE RAF skydiver seriously injured in an accident at a 
football match last December has been discharged from 
hospital Flight Sergeant Nigel Rogoff 39. from Moseley 
Birmingham, smashed both his legs and pelvis as he 
plunged 60ft in a half-time stunt that went wrong during 
the match between Arsenal and Aston Villa. 

Boy, 10, killed by model plane 

A io-YEAR-QLD boy was billed when he was hit by a model 
aeroplane. The boy, certified dead at the scene, was 
struck during & model aircraft club display at Colney 
Heath, near St Albans, yesterday. An Ambulance Service 
spokeswoman said his father was with him at the time. 

Remand prisoner aged 17 dies 

A 17-YEAR-OLD remand prisoner, Steven John Govan 
from HMP Gateside in Greenock, Scotland, died 
yesterday in hospital three days after being found 
unconscious in his cell by staff. He bad been remanded to 
the prison on three charges of assault and robbery. 

Frozen food batters chippies 

THE FISH and chip shop is in danger of being frozen out 
by a rival supplier. Families are more likely to oven cook 
frozen fish and chips as a more convenient healthier 
alternative to the chip shop, research for the Frozen Fbod 
Information Service showed. 

National Lottery winners 

Five winners shared Saturday's £7.3m National Lottery 
jaekput each netting £1,475,972. Nineteen tickets matched 
five balls and the bonus ball to win £119.511. The winning 
numbers were l. 2, 15, 17. 24 and 44: bonus ball 22. 


Man held over 
girl’s killin g 


DETECTIVES HAVE arrested a 
20-year-old man in connection 
with the death of Rebecca 
Groves, 17, whose body was dis- 
covered in Thringstone, Leices- 
tershire, on Saturday. 

The suspect was taken to 
Loughborough police station far 
an interview. Rebecca, 17, was 
last seen alive at 11.30pm on 
Friday when she left the Hare 
and Hounds Pub in Whitwick, 
near Loughborough, where she 
had spent the evening with 
friends, a police spokesman 
said. Her family grew anxious 
when she foiled to return home 
and contacted the police early 
the next morning after then- 
own searches failed. 

Their worst fears were 
realised when she was found 
dead on the edge of a wooded 
area in Thringstone at 620am 
on Saturday morning. Her body 
was taken to Leicester Royal 
Infirmary where a post mortem 
showed she had been strangled 
to death. There was also evi- 
dence of sexual assault 


By Lindsay Barnes 


In a statement the teen- 
ager’s family appealed to be left 
alone. “We have not yet even 
begun to understand what has 
happened or why Rebecca was 
a wonderful young woman with 
her whole life in front of her;’' 
the statement said. “The fam- 
ily needs to be left to grieve and 
remember hen" . 

Superintendent Graham 
Thomas appealed for anyone 
who saw Rebecca on Friday 
night or anyone who knows 
someone who returned home 
late on Friday os- earfy SatureUty 
with muddied clothing or in an 
agitated state to contact them. 

“I would appeal for anyone 
with any information at all 
about how Rebecca came to 
meet her death, to am tact the 
incident room at Coalville police 
station," Supt Thomas said. 

Contact Sup t Thomas on 0116- 
222 2222 or Crimestoppers on 
OSOO 555111 
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NHS to appoint 600 fraudbusters 


THE BIGGEST crackdown on 
NHS fraud begins today with a 
campaign to save £l50m lost 
through prescription charge 
evasion. 

Patients claiming free pre- 
scriptions will now have to 
produce evidence of their enti- 
tlement in the first stage of a 
scheme that will eventually see 
600 “fraudbusters" appointed 
throughout the NHS. 

The staff for the £4m-a-year 
scheme will be trained in 
detection and interview tech- 


By Jeremy laurance 
Health Editor 


tuques and will target GPs, 
dentists, optic i ans and phar- 
macists involved in expensive 
scams to defraud the NHS. 

No one knows how much the 
NHS is losing as a result of 
fraud but it is estimated to run 
into hundreds of millions of 
pounds. Jim Gee, the NBS’s 
chief fraudbuster appointed 
last September, said: “The 
NHS's budget is £44bn a year 


and if only 1 per cent of that is 
going astray that would be 
£440m. We don’t have hard 
information but itis dear that 
substantial sums are at stake." 

A £lm advertising campaign 
begins today warning patients 
and pharmacists that from 1 
April those claiming free pre- 
scriptions will have to produce 
evidence of their age or other 
reason for their entitlement. 
More than four of five pre- 
scriptions are handed out free 
of the £5.85 prescription charge 


tmtcmly children, those over re- 
tirement age, and those on 
benefits, plus a few smaller 
groups, are entitled to receive 
free prescriptions. 

A national Counter Fraud 
Service is befog set up with 
eight regional teams, two 
specialist teams targeting 
prescription and dental fraud, 
and a mobile team. 

By March 2000. every health 
authority will have its own 
counter fraud specialist and 
this will be extended to every 


NHS trust by March 200 L, to- 
talling 600 staff 
A survey last year found 
doctors and opticians involved 
in fraud were targeting nursing 
homes because residents were 
often confused and vulnerable 
and made poorwitnesses when 
a scam was (fiscovered. Topical 
schemes involved prescribing 
new spectacles with stronger 
lenses to residents every few 
month s and making out pre- 
scriptions for drugs that are 
never delivered 


Other examples included a 
dentist who claimed payment 
for extraction of milk teeth 
from a patient aged 100 and 
another who claimed for filling, 
then extracting, then filling 


worth £50,000 and health au- 
thorities detected £8m worm, 
which it said was the tip of the 


made his name tack- 
ling fraud at Lambeth council 
in south London. His fovesb- 


same teeth in the same patient 
A popular fraud among opti- 
rians was to claim payment for 
tinted lenses and then provide 
plain lenses. The survey, by the 
Health Care Financial Man- 
agement Association, found 
that the average fraud was 


halved, and led to the sacking 
of 120 employees. He said “We 
know most about fraud in the 
area of prescriptions and our 
estimate is that £l50m a year 

is being lost We want to reduce 
that by half by 2002-3. We aim 


io reduce fraud throughout the 
NHS to an absolute minimum 
within 10 years." 

He said he had been 
encouraged by the backing 
he had received for the cam- 
paign from medical and phar- 
maceutical organisations. “The 
thing that has impressed me 
most is the enthusiasm of all 
NHS staff for the work we are 
undertaking. They are very 
dear why we are doing it - to 
free up large sums of money for 
patient care " 



Huge increase 


in experiments 
on GM animals 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 


BRITAIN’S LABORATORIES are 
using 350.000 genetically mod- 
ified animals every year and 
the number is rocketing as 
the use of normal breeds has 
fallen. 

Many of the GM, or trans- 
genic, animals used had 
human genes added in order 
to study human diseases. 
Examples included Polly, a 
cloned sheep incorporating a 
human gene which makes a 
protein used to treat cystic 
fibrosis (CF), and animals 
which have been given the 
human gene that leads to CF! 

Other applications have led 
to hairless mutant mice, which 
are used to study the effects of 
carcinogens and other pro- 
ducts on the skin. However, 
there are no plans to develop 
GM animals for food. 

Home Office figures show 
that in 1997, the last year for 
which foil data is available, 
there were 353,000 GM animals 
used in experiments, an in- 
crease of 17 per cent over the 
previous year and of 65 per 
cent over 1995. 

At the same time, 237,000 an- 
imals bred to display a “harm- 
ful genetic defect" - such as 
congenital disabilities causing 
blindness or stunted growth - 
were used in experiments. 

The proportion is expected 
to grow over the next few 
years, although a leading sci- 
entist says that it could drop al- 
most to zero within a decade 
when the pattern of human 
genes is unravelled. 

The pressure group Animal 
Aid claims that such animals 
are in effect “bred to suffer" - 
and that the addition of the 
genes has frequently proved to 
be useless, especially in mice, 
where the human genes do not 



GM mice: ‘Bred to suffer’ 
say animal rights activists 


necessarily lead to the human 
disease. Mice do not develop 
CF, for example. 

“Much of this is research 
which you can't extrapolate 
into human heart disease or Al- 
nesses such as cystic fibrosis,” 
said Andrew lyiec director of 
the group. 

“The more that you argue 
that you can learn things about 
people by using transgenic 
mice, the more damage you 
could cause fay applying that to 
people." 


Animals in 


THE LAB 


GM Total 
animals experiments 


1995 215.308 2.75m 

1996 303.850 2.72m 

1997 353.000 2.64m 


Source: Home Office 


The group is calling for all 
such research to be stopped, in 
favour of test-tube experi- 
ments with donated human 
tissue. 

However Professor Gordon 
McVie, who heads the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said that 
experiments with transgenic 
animals are useful, and reduce 
suffering to animals overalL 

“We use thousands fewer 
normal mice fay applying trans- 
genic technology," he said. “It 
means we can study exactly 
the gene that we want to, and 
find out exactly what its func- 
tion is. It also means we don't 
have to breed so many mice. 

“More importantly, it could 
be that in a few years we will 
not need to use mice at alL 
Once the Human Genome Pro- 
ject is complete, in about 2003, 
we might be able to read off all 
the genes straight out 

“But until then, I expect a 
growth in the use of transgenic 
animals." 

The number of experiments 
on animals peaked in 1969, 
when more than 5.5 million 
were carried out in the UK. 
Since then the number has fall- 
en steadily. 

The rise in the use of trans- 
genic animals has alarmed 
Lord Alton of Liverpool, who 
has foDowed the debate. 

“The number of genetically 
modified animals used now is 
phenomenal. In the early 
Nineties it was a few tens of 
thousands. But this shows that 
in the past few years, labora- 
tories in Britain have pro- 
duced more than 800,000 
genetically mndifi<!<| animals, " 
he said. 

“The sheer scale of wbafs 
taking place is all happening 
without proper public debate," 
he added. “It’s really out- 
pacing any debate about 
.ethics." 



Church Cottage in Pangbourne, Berkshire, which, inspired the sketches in The Wind in the Willows’ 


John Laurence 


Ratty’s back garden up for sale 


la 


GENERATIONS OF children 
have grown up with the ad- 
ventures of Ratty. Mole and 
BadgprinTheWindmtheWil- 
lows, but the familiar lino 
drawings of the characters 
owe their existence to a cot- 
tage in Berkshire, which has 
just gone up for sale. 

Church Cottage, in Pang- 
bourne, is where Kenneth 
Grahame lived for eight years 
until his death in 1932. It is also 
where the author envisaged 
his characters messing about 
in boats on the nearby river 
Thames. 

Grahame actually wrote 
The Wind m the WSknos whAe 


Bv Kate Waxson-Smyth 


living downriver at Cookham 
Dean. But when it was pub- 
lished, in 1908, he was unhap- 
py with the original drawings 
and came to the conclusion 
that it was a book that could 
not be illustrated 

In 1931, the publishers 
Methuen, asked EH Shepard, 
already famous fin* his depic- 
tions of Winnie the Pooh and 
Piglet, to try and produce 
something suitable, and he 
went to Pangbourne to wsat the 
author. 

In an account of the visit, 
Shepard wrote how Grahame 


had imagined his creations’ 
homes near the cottage and 
said: “1 love these tittie people, 
be kind to them." 

“He told me of the river 
nearby, of the meadows where 
Mole broke ground that spring 
morning, of the banks where 
Rat had his house, of the 
pools where Otter hid and of 
the WAd Wood way up on the 
hill above the rive; a fearsome 
place but for the sanctuary of 
Badger's home and Toad 

Hall " 

Shepard went out with his 
sketch pad and drew file real 
places that Grahame had 
pointed out and added his 


own inspiration. The author 
was enchanted by the subse- 
quent pictures. 

Four years after Gra- 
hame’s death, his widow 
EUspeth wrote to Arthur Rack- 
ham who had been asked to 
illustrate an early edition of 
the book but was too busy. 
Mrs Grahame offered to 
show him the special areas of 
the river “that might be con- 
nected with Toad, Mole and 
company", and he too pro- 
duced a set of illustrations. 

Roger White, the owner of 
Church Cottage - which is 
expected to sell for £425.000 - 
said he had recognised the 


Wild Wood and the river bank 
from drawings in his strolls' 
around the village. 

“Shepard never mentioned 
the exact places which in- 
spired him but you can see 
them when you walk around." 
he said. 

“When Grahame wrote The 
Wind in the Willows he was 
drawing on a wide experience 
of many places but when he 
moved to Pangbourne he ap- 
pears to have associated these 
images of the book with areas 
around the village. 

“And this is the place he 
chose to return to in the final 
years of his life." 


Skin disease hits Scots dolphins 


THE MORAY Firth dolphins, 
one of only two resident popu- 
lations in Britain are suffering 
from severe skin disease, a 
worldwide study has found. 

Some of the animals have 
two thirds of the visible parts of 
their bodies covered in lesions, 
while in others the normally 
smooth dark skin has turned 
orange or is pitted tike corrod- 
ed aluminium. 

A scientific survey of 10 
other groups of the same 
species, the bottlenose dolphin. 
Thrstops truncates, has found 
that there are some skin 
irregularities in all of them, but 
that the Scottish animals, on 
which a tourist trade in the 


By Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 


Inverness area is based, are by 
far the most seriously affected. 
Nearly all the 130 animals in the 
colony are suffering. 

The research, to be pub- 
lished in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society, has so for found 
no link between tiie skin disease 
and pollution, but may indicate 
one with water temperature 
and salinity. 

The Moray firth dolphins 
are the most northerly resident 
group of the species in the 
world and live in colder and less 
saline water than any others. 
“They are a group on the edge," 


said Paul Thompson, a senior 
lecturer in zoology at Aberdeen 
University, who leads the study 
of them with a colleague from 
the University of St Andrews, 
Ben Wilson. 

The researchers have so 
far been unable to detect the 
agent causing the skin disease 
- whether it is a virus, bac- 
terium or fungus - or whether 
it is affecting the dolphins' be- 
haviour. As wild dolphins are so 
difficult to study, they cannot 
even detect whether it is caus- 
ing them discomfort But it is 
certainly ugly in appearance. 
“Some of them do look pretty 
grotesque," Mr Thompson 
said. 


The disease came to light 
when the Scottish researchers 
began photographing and 
studying the dorsal fins of 
individual dolphins in order to 
recognise them. They then 
orgardsed the worldwide survey 
to see if it was prevalent 
elsewhere. 

Bottlenose colonies were 
studied in Portugal, Ireland, 
Brittany, Croatia, the United 
States and New Zealand, as 
well as Britain's other resident 
colony in Cardigan Bay in 
Wales, and a smalls' number of 
animals off the Cornish coast 
All were found to have some 
skin disease. 

The Cardigan Bay animals 


were also quite badly affected, 
but the dolphins of the Moray 
Firth were by far the worst hit 

“It is a cause for concern, as 
this is a very small colony and 
it highlights their vulneahitity" 
Mr Thompson said. 

The Moray Firth animals 
have already been observed 
exhibiting unusual behaviour as 
well as unusual skin conditions 
-they are known to attack and 
kAl porpoises, apparently from 
sheer aggression, and last year 
it was revealed that they have 
even attacked their own young. 
But no connection can so far 
been drawn between the two 
phenomena, Mr Thompson 
said. 
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Hague: 

make 

divorce 

tougher 


william HAGUE will attempt 

to put traditional “family val- 
ues” back at the heart of Tory 
policy tonight with a call for di- 
vorce to be made more difficult 

InanwvethatwffldeBgtathis 
party’s right wing, the Conser- 
vative leader will claim that the 

Major government was wrong 
to change the law to allow more 
marriages to break up. 

Mr Hague will state that 
there should be a longer “cool- 
ing off period” to force couples 
who want to split up to recon- 
sider their decision. 

His comments follow his 
speech to the Conservative 
Spring Forum this weekend in 
which he called for an “explic- 
it and special" recognition of 
marriage wiihin the tax system. 

To mark the final day of 
consultation on the Govern- 
ment’s “Supporting Families” 
Green Paper the 37-year-old 
ME who has been married to 
his wife Ffion for just over a 
year will tell BBC Radio Five 
Live that divorce at present is 
“too easy”. 

“I was one of the cabinet 
ministers in the last govern- 
ment who actually voted 
against my own government's 
legislation because 1 thought 
that it was going to make di- 
vorce too easy," he says. 

“I voted for a longer period 
that people would have to wait 
before they got divorced so Vm 
on that side of the debate. I 
would rather see divorce diffi- 
cult rather than easy. I’ve often 
thought that it is too easy to di- 
vorce.” 

Mr Hague will add that 
while he accepts that there are 
some marriages where break- 
down is the best outcome, “Tm 
not wholly convinced we have 
got the balance right” 

His tough new stance on di- 
vorce echoes his speech at the 
weekend in which he deplored 
the feet that a “left-wing, liberal 
consensus” had emerged 


by Paul Waugh 

Political Correspondent 

which said that marriage did 
not matter 

The Tory leader went on to 
attack the Governments deci- 
sion to scrap Married Cou- 
ples’ Allowance -from the tax 
System and hinted that he 
would reintroduce similar mear 
sures if elected 

Mr Hague’s criticism of the 
Mqjor and Thatcher adminis- 
trations prompted anger 
among some backbenchers, 

including Mr M^jor Virmswlf 

In his spring conference 
speech, Mr Hague said he 
wanted to “break free” from the 
past and included a point-by- 
point rebuttal of Tory errors 
such as excessive centralism, 
disregard for the public sector 
and betrayal on tax. 

However, Mr Major private- 
ly told former cabinet col- 
leagues that he was furious 
with his successor forgoing too 
Ear in attacking his record in 
power. 

Farmer Tory minister Alan 
Clark, MP for Kensington and 
Chelsea, warned Mr Hague 
against criticising previous 
Tbry leaders. 

“I don’t at all fed comfort- 
able with the way he’s attack- 
ing ' his immediate 
predecessors,” he told GMTV’s 
Sunday Programme. 

“He may disclaim this but in 
fact the criticisms are levelled 
at both Mrs Thatcher and John 
Major and I don’t think, in 
party terms, that is conducive 
to unity and it's certainty not 
conducive to self-respect" 

Michael Ancram, the Tory 
chairman insisted that Mr 
Hague had “made it absolute- 
ly dear that he was not knock- 
ing past leaders”. However, 
the Tories had to “face up to 
things” and admit there were 
“certain things in the paBt 
which we did get wrong". 


Natas ha Walter 

■L. _■ The poorest mothers in 
K 5 Britain are right to feel 
l jfl they have been betrayed 
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THE- ACTRESS Prunella 
Scales, who played tetevisaorf s' 
Sybfl Fawtty; is spearheading 
a- national project to remind 
Britain Bow to talk “posh”. 

ViwKofwnr^ij^Tfrigwnrk- 

ing=d^ai^jegiooalaccaitB 
have, it seem^ bad one un- 

fbreseen consequence. Actors 
(torwtknnwwheretoleamthe 
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Fbced with a play by Nod 
Coward they are likely to 
stnaade for the right accent 



Bfewhajre Bad to play “posh” 
at a higher level in their 
careers than Prunella Scales; 
she w as the first actress to 
play the Queenon. stage. 

“More mid more over the 
last few years rye noticed 
wfaatl can onty describe as an 
inverted snobbery in actors, in 


Prunella Scales - Sybil in the TV sitcom ‘Rrwlty Thwers’ - is concerned at the disappearance of ‘posh’ accents 


“Young actors especially 
will; quite rigfattytake aidless 
tawtoteteperfect a regional or 
urban woridng-dass accentor 
dialect, -with admirable suc- 
cess, but when they appear in 
.sax;a play by WDde or Shaw 


by Davbd uster 

Arts News Effitor 

or Ctoward, they dorft seem to 
ask themselves, TSow did this 
particular person speak, given 
the life they led, the people 
they met and the period they 
lived m?" 1 

Scales contacted Crispin 
Jewitt, (Erector of the Na- 
tinnai Sound Archive at toe 
British Library, asking to bear 
recorffingsofpastaristocaats, 
politicians, dagy lacdowpera, 
members of the Royal 
dribufantes, society hostesses, 
masters of foxhounds and 
addins of bygone years: 

She says she is “defigbted 
and moved to discover there 
is an interest at the National 
Sound Archive in compiling 
what I call a library of “posh’ 


“It is very difficult nowa- 
days to findrecords of people 
from ‘grand backgrounds, or 
any such people who are pre- 
pared to impart their speech 
habits or offer advice." . 


Until March 31st the cards are 

m your favour. 
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EUROPE IN TURMOIL 


Sleaze inquiry 
puts pressure 
on Cresson 


Edith CRESSON held discus- 
sions with the team investi- 
gating the sleaze allegations 
against her yesterday, one day 
before their report on European 
Union fraud is expected 

The meeting c^roe as So- 
cialist MEPs stepped up the 
pressure on Ms Cresson, 
threatening A gain to sack the 
entire European Commission if 
individuals criticised by the 
inquiry stay put 

Amid mounting tension in 
Brussels, Ms Cresson was one 
of eight top European officials 
given the opportunity to see the 
findings of the committee of 
“wise persons", whose report 
will be delivered at 5pm today. 

The former French prime 
minister shows no sign of quit- 
ting her post as Commissioner 
for Education and Research, 
raising the prospect of are-run 
of January’s heated dispute 
between European Parliament 
and the Commission. 

A spokesman for Ms Cresson 
said she was happy to study the 
report's findings, but would not 
comment until tonight 

The final draft of the report 
was being concluded last night 
before being handed to the 
presidents of the European 
Commission and Parliament 
today. The Commission will 
hold an emergency meeting 
on the findings at 9pm. 

Pauline Green, leader of the 
European Parliament's largest 
group, the Socialists, said: “If 
the report shows wrongdoing 
by any individual then whoev- 
er they are, they must be root- 
ed out" Ms Green warned that 
if the Commission President 
Jacques Santer ‘‘dithers or de- 
lays, it will be bis own head that 
is on the block". 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

Her comments were omi- 
nous, as the Socialists helped 
avert a mass sacking of the 
Commission in January. 

Alan Donnelly, leader of the 
60 Labour MEPS, said: “The 
president of the Commission 
must act immediately on the 
recommendations of the re- 
port to ensure his personal 
credibility and the continued 
presidency.” 



Jacques Santer: Under 
pressure to act forceftiHy 

Ms Cresson 1 s fate depends 
on the tone of the report and 
whether it specifically identifies 
Co mmis sioners as culprits, or 
simply makes general criti- 
cisms. 

As the fraud saga reaches its 
final cha pter, Ms Cresson and 
Mr Santer are locked in a bit- 
ter dispute. Ms Cresson be- 
lieves that Mr Santer is 
conspiring to sacrifice hen 

When the fraud allegations 
broke in January, Mr Santer 
said stuck to the collective line 
of defence, arguing that he 
would rather resign than see 


individual Commissioners cen- 
sured. lb MS Cress on's anger 
that line has changed. Mr San- 
ter said last month that he 
would consider asking any 
Commissioner judged guilty of 
misdeeds to step down 

On Friday Mr Santer added: 
“The committee has worked in 
a professional and objective 
manner. The Commission will 
respond to its recommenda- 
tions as they concern the 
general operations of the Com- 
mission or the conduct of indi- 
vidual members.” 

In feet, Mr Santer does not 
have the power to sack indi- 
vidual Commissioners. With 
the support of the Commis- 
sion he can only refer their 
cases to the European Court of 
Justice. This is the only body 
that can sack a Commissioner 
That could be ihe start of a com- 
plex judicial process. 

Ms Cressorfs tough line con- 
trasts with a softer tone from 
Manuel Marin, a vice-presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission and another target of 
the MEPs. He may be ready to 
resign if criticised by the report 
of “wise persons”. 

The inquiry was triggered lay 
allegations that as many as 
eight of the 20 Commissioners 
presided over fraud or serious 
irregularities in their depart- 
ments, or handed contracts to 
friends or relatives. 

Investigations into the 
“Leonardo da VmcT youth pro- 
gramme, for which Ms Cresson 
is responsible, revealed a cat- 
alogue of mismanagement, du- 
bious practice and suspected 
fraud. Ms Cresson is accused - 
of nepo tism after appointing a 
friend, Rene Berthelot to the 
post of scientific visitor. 
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Oskar 
breaks 
silence 
to slam 
leader 


BY IMRE KARACS 
in Berlin 


Edith Cresson, one of eight European Commissioners who have been ini 
and serious irregnlarites In their departments. Ihe finding s will be revealc 


Watchdog claims EU fraud costs billions 


BILLIONS OF pounds are bring 
lost each year through Euro- 
pean Union waste and fraud, 
the Government’s spending 
watchdog has warned. 

As MEPs prepared to 
receive a damning internal 
report on the mismanagement 
of EU funds today, the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General, 
Sir John Bourn, produced his 
own document, cataloguing a 
series of scams and bungles. 
Many of the new revelations 
concerned the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy, on which Britain 
has been lobbying for reform. 

Conservative MEPs have 


by Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspondent 

written to Tony Blair demand- 
ing more action against “a cul- 
ture of cronyism, nepotism, 
fraud and mismanagement” in 
the European Commission. 

Sir John found that after 
four consecutive years in which 
the EITs auditors found major 
weaknesses in the manage- 
ment of its budget, there had 
been “little evidence of imp- 
rovement". His report detailed 
specific instances of waste 
and fraud adding up to more 
than £3bn. Among them were: 


■ A scheme to cut the number 
of fishing boats in the EU which 
removed 290 vessels from the 
fleet at a cost of £200m -almost 
£700,000 per boat. It later 
emerged that some were 
already out of service and oth- 
ers had been sunk in accidents. 
The EU auditors concluded 
the scheme had “practically 
no effect" on fishing activity. 

■ A scam in which two ships 
sailed from France, one frill of 
olive ofl and the other fid! of sun- 
flower off. Both docked in Italy 
and the olive oil was unloaded. 
Officials were told the oil for the 
Ita l i an market was sunflower 


ofl, which attracted lower du- 
ties. A total of £4.6m was lost in 
impart tax and EU aid to whirii 
the firms were not entitled. 

■ Durum wheat fanners were 
overcompensated for low yields 
to such an extent that £2hn was 
lost between 1994 and 1997. As 
well as receiving a fixed mini- 
mum price, which made up for 
the yield, the farmers also 
received special aid for every 
ton harvested. 

■ Sixty five thousand cattle, 
slaughtered under a scheme 
designed to stop BSE could not 
be traced, evai though fanners 
had apparently been compen- 


sated. Some cattle carcasses 
could remain in storage for 
five years because of ash ortage 

of incineration facilities. 

■ New Zealand butter impor- 
ted into the EU which M out- 
side strict fat content criteria 
required to qualify for a low rate 
of import duty. UK Customs and 
Excise officials foiled to check 
it properly andas a result taxes 
worth some £27Um went unpaid. 
■Cigarettes loaded into speed- 
boats in Yugoslavia bound for 
Italy which were unloaded on 
the Adriatic Coast as contra- 
band instead of going through 
customs. They went on to the 


EUfalackmaricetand£410xnin 
tax was lost 

■ Evidence of “suspected 
‘ mqjar fraud and irregularity” in 
the EU aid budget One-third of 
the budget for southern 
Mediterranean countries and 
almost one-fifth of that for Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe was 
never paid out 
Sir John called for better 
information from the Euro- 
pean Commission on its 
finances, for new efforts to co- 
ordinate customs controls 
across Europe and for stronger 
procedures to improve the 
management of Structural 


Fluids programmes. In their let- 
ter to Ibqy Blair, the Conserv- 
ative MEPs accused the Prime 
' Minister of backing “business 
as usual" in the EU, despite 
major financial irregularities. 

Roy Perry, the Tory bud- 
getary control spokesman, said 
that if today’s internal report 
named individual commission- 
ers then action must be taken 
against them. “Since Decem- 
ber, Blair's boys in Brussels 
have refused to support Con- 
servative moves to clean up 
Euro-fraud. Throughout this 
sorry saga, Blair's silence has 
been stunning,” he said. 


OSKAR LAFONTA1NE had 
promised a dignified silence 
over his dramatic resignation, 
and it lasted three days. White 
still not answering calls from 
the German ehancefleiy the 
former finance minister toW the 
world vesterday he had quit be- 
cause’ of the government’s 
“poor teamwork". 

“The mistakes we made 
were made by all of us," he told 
television crews staking out 
his house in SaarbrUcken 
house. “The reason formy res- 
ignation is the poor teamwork 
we provided in the last few 
months. Without good team- 
work you can't work together 
successfully," 

There was no hiding his bit- 
terness towards Chancellor 
Gertiurri SchrOder, who bad 
contrived to leak his criticism 
of the minister to the press. 
“Teamwork requires that you 
watch out fra* each other and 
you stick together, especially in 
public," Mr Lafontaine added. 
“When the team doesn’t play 
well together, the team has to 
be rebuilt" 

He spoke for 10 minutes, 
taking no questions. He said he 
had been contemplating re- 
tirement from politics since 
1990. when a deranged woman 
stabbed him in the neck at a 
rally. “Ever since the assassi- 
nation attempt I have been 
asking myself how much fur- 
ther I want to continue." 

Mr Lafontaine parted emo- 
tionally taking a side-snipe at. 
the government’s suspect loy- 
alties while passionately reaf- 
firming his own. “There’s 
something you should never 
forget," he said. “The heart 
isn’t traded on the stock mar- 
ket yet, but it has a home. And 
it beats to the left" 

The left heard him. After an 
emergency meeting yesterday 
tbe Social Democrats' youth 
wing demanded the resignation 
of Bodo Hombach, the Chan- 
cellor’s fixer and the right's 
chief ideologue. That provoked 
recriminations from the other 
camp. Werner Muller, Eco^ 
notifies Mmisteqandalso'dbse ' 
to Mr Schroder rebutted the 
“poor teamwork" charge and 
came dose to accusing Mr La- 
fontaine of incompetence. 

“A team is only as good as 
the sum total of individual play- 
ers.” Mr Muller said. He would 
comment on Mr Lafontaine’s 
abaBfies onfy so for as to say that 
“you can work well with a fi- 
nance minister provided he is 
well-prepared for his job”. 

German Blair 
Review, page 5 
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Heseltine and Clarke cleared 
to join pro-euro campaign 


by Paul Waugh and 
Sarah Schaefer 


MICHAEL HESELTINE and 
Kenneth Clarke are to join 
Britain's biggest ever pro-sin- 
gle currency campaign after 
William Hague gave his tacit 
permission for the move yes- 
terday. 

The two former cabinet mm . 
isters will throw their foil 
weight behind the “Britain in 
Europe” group once elections 
for the European Parliament 
have been completed this sum- 
mer 

The new organisation, which 
holds its first meeting in the 
City of London today, aims to 
persuade the public to vote 
“yes” in any forthcoming ref- 
erendum on the euro. 

The cross-party campaign 
will bring together MPs, busi- 
nessmen and trade unionists to 
launch a nationwide publicity 
drive to counter the plethora of 
Euro-sceptic groups that have 
sprung up. 

Initially, more than 100,000 
leaflets will be delivered in 125 
towns and cities across the 
UK followed by a £2m-a-year 
media blitz including newspa- 
per advertisements and bill- 
board posters. 

Lord Marshall, the former 
OBI president and current 
British Airwggrs chairman, for- 
mally launched the group yes- 
terday when he confirmed the 
membership of its executive 
board. 

Lord Hollick, the Labour 
peer and chief executive of 
United News and Media, will 



Heseltine and Clarke are likely to join the pro-enro group after the Jane elections 

to remain a broad church. “It 

doesn't stop peo^e being a Con- 
servative just because they dis- 
agree on one Dolicv. Pfennig 


join Menzies Campbell, the 
liberal Democrats’ foreign af- 
fairs spokesman, and Ken Jack- 
son, general secretary of the 
AEEU, on the board. 

Lord Howe of Ahera von, the 
former Toiy chancellor is also 
on the board in the capacity of 

an “observer" and is so far the 

most senior Conservative in- 
volved in the campaign. 

However The iTidependent 
understands that Mr Clarke 
and Mr Heseltine will sign up 
after June's European elec- 


tions and join Britain in Eu- 
rope’s full council Both men 
have decided to steer dear of 
explicit backing for the group 
before June in order to reduce 
Ttey efivistons ahead of the ejec- 
tions to the European Parlia- 
ment, hut are certain to join 
after then. 

Their involvement became 
even more likely yesterday 
after Mr Hague softened sig- 
nificantly his line on dissent 
from pro-European colleagues, 
stating that he wanted his party 


« <-uii5ervauve with- 
out agreeing to 100 per cent of 
the pohaes," he told BBC’s On 
the Record programme, 

“I do not want to see MP& 
driven out of the Conservative 
Party or excluded from the 
Conservative Party. Those peo- 
ple are Conservatives " 

Britain in Europe will be 
the main challenger to the 


Democracy Movement - a 
Euro -sceptic rflmpaign funded 
fry the Yorkshire businessman 
Paul Sykes. 

In an attempt to outma- 
noeuvre the better funded “no” 
campaign, the pro-Europeans 
are to place features in 
women's magazines to list the 
benefits of the euro, explaining 
how a single currency would 
make everyday life more effi- 
cient. “Women are the driving 
forces in many fnwiiipg be- 
cause they are often still re- 
sponsible for the household 
and shopping" said a source 
dose to the campai gn. 

"They have enormous influ- 
ence over their ftmtjUes and 
if we can convince them, we 
are nearly there. Their euro- 
sceptidsm is often a gutfeeling 
and we have to present them 
with facts." 

Lord Marshall a cross- 
bench peer; said yesterday: 
“Webeteve the euro will secure 
the best future for a modem 
Britain in a modern Europe: 
prosperous at home, strong in 
the European Union, proud in 
the world. This campaign aims 
to inform the British people 
about the single currenqysnd 
convince them of the advan- 
tages to Britain of joining.” 

Other members of the 
Britain in Europe board , an- 
nounced yesterday are Cohn • 
Shannan, chief executive of \ 
KPMG International Niafl 
Fitzgerald, chairman of . 
Unilever, and Judith Mayhem 
‘fomnnan of the policy add re- 
sources committee of the Cor- 
poration of London. 
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Taliban pact signals end to ciiil iVar S 111 


twenty years tfeivfl war in By Jason Burke 
A t SMmstan appeared to be in Islamabad 

nearing an end yesterday after 

“ ec °^try’s waning factions The Taliban have conquered 

a S t ' e cd to share the goveni* nearly 90 per cent of Afghan- 
raent and work towards a per- istan in a five-year campaign 
ceasefire. and until now they had always 

Representatives of the TbI- seemed determined to impose 
*man milffia and the opposition their strict version of Islamic 
^Northern Alliance said they law on the entire country. Se- 
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agreed to form a joint 
executive, legislature and 
judiciary and to release 20 pris- 
oners each as a gesture of 
goodwill The announcement 
was made in Ashkhabad, the 
capital of the former Soviet re- 
public of Turkmenistan. 

Mohammad Younus Qan- 
ouoi,whok^ the opposition del- 
e gati o n, said he was optimistic 
that the next round of talks -to 

be held in Afgh anistan itself - 
would result in a permanent 
end to hostilities. 

The leader of the TaH»n del- 
egation, Mullah WakO, Ahmed 
Muttawakfl, said that a lasting 
ceasefire would automatically 
follow the estab lishment, of a 
shared power structure. “When 
*§& we agree on the details and per- 
sonnel of the government then 
we can agree to have a cease- 
fire,” he said 

The agreement came as a 
surprise. Only last month the 
two sides were refusing even to 
talk to each other Lengthy 
‘‘talks about talks ” broke up 
acrimoniously last year ?nri 
were followed by some of the 
fiercest battles seen in 
Afghanistan for many years. 

“It is very strange and very 
sudden," an aid worker said 
yesterday in Islamabad, the 
Pakistani capital 

“It seems to go against 
everything the Taliban has 
stood for since they started." 


law on the entire country. Se- 
nior Tfcliban officials - largely 
drawn from the majority Sunni 
Muslim Pathan tribes -have re- 
peatedly denounced the oppo- 
sition, who are drawn from the 
country’s religious ami ethnic 
minorities, as “brigands and 
criminals” 

Throughout the winter there 
has been fierce fighting as 
troops from the Northern 
Alliance, led by Ahmed Shah 
Massoud, the former defence 
minister and a hoo of the war 
against the Soviet Union, have 
tried to win back ground lost to 
Taliban offensives last year. 

The distrust between the 
two sides may yet sink the lat- 
est hopes for peace. In the five 
years since the Taliban began 
their campaigns, both sides 

have wwmriftol hnrr ifin human 

rights abuses. 

Two years ago it was dis- 
covered that commanders from 
the Northern Allian ce had 
executed thousands of Taliban 
prisoners by throwing them 
down wells. Last year the Tal- 
iban massacred as many as 
5,000 Shia Muslims when they 
captured the key northern city 
of Mazar-e Sharif 

Much of Afghanistan has 
been devastated by 20 years of 
fighting. Mines cover the coun- 
try’s scarce agricultural land. 
The fighting has severely dis- 
rupted food distribution, caus- 
ing severe local famines. 
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Afghan Northern Alliance soldiers at an observation post on the Thgab front line, 46 miles north of Kabul 


At the weekend the first 
United Nations personnel 
returned to Afghanistan since 
their evacuation last August, fol- 
lowing the American missile 
strikes against targets linked to 
the alleged terrorist Osama 
bin Laden. In spite of the good 
news, experienced Afghan- 
istan-watchers warned against 
euphoria. “We have been here 
many, many times before,” 
one Pakistan-based diplomat 


AFGHANISTAN’S 20 YEARS OK BLOODSHED 


1979: Moscow, scared by 
rising Fundamentalism, 
Invades Afghanistan to 
support its puppet regime. 
1989: After suffering 
30,000 casualties, the 
Russians withdraw. No one 
knows how many Afghans 
died but the total could be 


close to halF a million. 
1992: Kabul falls to the 
Muslim Mujahedin, 
defeating the regime 
supported by Moscow. 

1 992-95: Within days, 
various Factions are fighting 
each other. Over the next 
three years much of Kabul 


is destroyed. Anarchy reigns 
as commanders set 
themselves up as warlords. 
1994: The Taliban, a new 
movement devoted to 
establishing an.Islamic 
state, sweep through the 
country. 

1996: Aided by Friends in 


Iraq executes eight for assassination of Shia clerics 


IRAQ SAYS it has executed 
eight people charged with mur- 
dering leading denes of the 
Shia Muslim faith, to which 
most Iraqis belong. 

Gunmen have assassinated 
many prominent Shia leaders 
during the last five years in or 
around the holy dty of An Nqjaf 
on the Euphrates where many 
of them lived 

Iraqi exiles say they were the 
victims of government death 
squads and the executions are 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 

an attempt to divert attention 
from the government's re- 
sponsibility for the killings 
In a statement carried by all 
the Iraqi newspapers yesterday 
the General Directorate of Se- 
curity said the men “were ex- 
ecuted on 13 March ... after 
they were found guilty by the 
Iraqi authorities and were sen- 
tenced to capital punishment" 
The executions follow the 


killing in an ambush of Ayatol- 
lah Mohammed Sadeq al-Sadr 
in Najaf last month. 

His death triggered rioting in 
Shia towns in Iraq, which were 
bloodily quelled by the security 
forces. Iraqi troops are report- 
ed to have sealed off Najaf in the 
last few days. 

The executed men confessed 
to killing two other leading ay- 
atollahs last year MutardaBu- 
jerdi and Ah al-Gharawl Both 
were shot in separate attacks. 


They are also alleged to have 
admitted to trying to kfil Aya- 
tollah Ali al-Sistani, annihw 
leading Shia cleric, in 1996. He 
was not hit but one other per- 
son died in the shooting. The 
men were not charged with the 
murder of Ayatollah al-Sadr. 

The endemic use of torture 
in Iraqi prisons means confes- 
sions are easily extracted. 

. The Shia holy dries of An 
Najaf, A1 TCnfah and Karbala in 
the mid-Euphrates regioil are 


heavily policed by the security 
services. It is unlikely that any 
gang of assassins could operate 
there except on government 
orders; 

Although more than a hun- 
dred Shia dergy disappeared 
during a Shia uprising of 1991, 
the present assassination cam- 
paign a gains t the clerics only 
started in 1993. 

It is probably motivated by 
Saddam Hussein’s belief that 
the popularity of the Shia dergy 


posed a threat to his regime. 

Religious leaders loyal to 
Ayatollah al-Sadr have been 
arrested over the last month 
and religious organisations he 
established dismantled. 

There are reports of scat- 
tered guerrilla action in Shia 
areas of southern Iraq carried 
out by the Supreme Council for 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, 
wfaidiisbasedmlraaLThismay 
indicate that Iran is marewill- 
ingtoldgucaTillascrDssits.bor- 


Delhi 
s lum 

BY MARCUS TANNER 
AT LEAST 26 peojde were killed, • 

thousands were left homeless 
and many wpre trapped in the 
flames yesterday after fire ; 
vj Sp BajH raged through a slum district . 
‘-of Delhi. . 

r* - A fire brigade spokesman 

islfllM said 35 fire engines were bat- 
ffihg the fire, whiebiras now 
l||tB under controL 

“We can confirm 18 deaths, 
toutffie unofficial toll is higher” 
spokesman said. “A long 
duster along the river was aff- 
fected. It could be around one 
' kflomefre or more." 

The blaze affected more 
than L000 huts in the Vpy Ghat 
area near the Yhmuna river. 
The fire brigade found it diffi- 
cult to move vehicles through 
the district's narrow lanes. 

: Indian news reports said 26 

. .. - peopJ&c&ed inthe stum quarter. 

where there are about 50,000 
huts. They quoted police as 
saying most of the bodies were 
found in a mosque. 

AP Witnesses at a hospital said 

' - • they counted 17 bodies. They 

7 also said people threw stones 

►DSHED and damaged fire engines be- 

— — _ cause they arrived long after 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia - the fire started in the shim, 
the Taliban Rag is hoisted which is populated byrag-pick- 

over Kabul. ers and poor people who trade 

1998: The Taliban capture in junk and old newspapers, 

the key city of Mazar-e “They came more than two 

Sharif. The opposition falls ’ hours. after the fire started, 
apart leaving the Taliban in Many huts could have been 
control of almost 90 per saved," one resident said, 
cent of the country. - The cause of the fire was not 

• " ~ -1 known, but some witnesses said 

— - they heard a loud cylinder blast 

which might have started it 
■ m Left-wing politicians in the city 

J/\wnAn blamed sabotage by right-wing 

"IHrlrS opponents. 

The Maze broke out shortly 

. . before the start of a public 

meetin g agains t a campaign tn 

deq but they are unlikely to evict the slum-dwellers be- 
make headway against the gov- cause they were illegal immi- 
erament’s overwhelming mili- grants from Bangladesh, 
tary superiority. The Communist politicians 

President Saddam’s deter- H annan MoRah and Nilotpal 
mination to dispose of all pos- Basu said: u We have strong 
sible resistance leaders may reasons to believe that the 
have been strengthened by the fire might not be accidental as 
growing confrontation with the the spirit of the people gal- 
US and Britain. Diplomats in vanised by the meeting could 
Baghdad say that the low-level havebeen a provocation for the 
air war by the allies against -vested interests, .who would 
afr defences may becaus- tike to have these poor people 
ing less damage than claimed, out of the area." 


deq but they are unlikely to 
make headway against the gov- 
ernment’s overwhelming mili- 
tary superiority. 

President Saddam’s deter- 
mination to dispose of all pos- 
sible resistance leaders may 
have been strengthened fay the 
growing confrontation with the 
US and Britain. Diplomats in 
Baghdad say that the low-level 
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Hapless Gore seeks 
degree of credibility 


VICE-PRESIDENT A1 Gore 
takes a daylong swing through 
the key election states of New 
Hampshire and Iowa today, In 
an effort to narrow the gap that 
has already opened up between 
himself and leading Republican 
candidates. 

Although Mr Gore has only 
one declared rival for the De- 
mocratic nomination in next 
year's presidential race. Bill 
Bradley, the impels that has 
already built up behind two of 
the 10 Republican contenders, 
especially George W Bush of 
Texas, is worrying state De- 
mocratic Part)' organisations. 

Polls show Mr Bush leading 
Mr Gore by almost two to one 
and forecast that if an election 
were held now not only Mr 
Bush, but the second favoured 
Republican candidate. Eliza- 
beth Dole, could beat him. 

These are, of course, early 
days, and Mr Gore's potential 
to raise campaign funds is vast 
Unless his position looks hope- 


bvmarydejevsk? 

in Washington 

less, be will have behind him 
the full weight of the Democ- 
ratic Party machine. So long as 
BiU Clinton’s popularity is sus- 
tained, he will also have the 
campaigning might of the Pres- 
klent an his side -and Mr Clin- 
ton wants his loyal lieutenant to 
get the best possible start. 

But Al Gore has a tendency 
to make gaffes. And while he 
has been working hard to rem- 
edy two of his long-standing 
defects -his iMffaniUtes m “con- 
necting” with the voters and his 
“woodenness” in public, the 
bad luck that he makes himself 
may prove harder to overcome. 

Last week Mr Gore pre- 
sented two populist policy ini- 
tiatives from the White House, 
flanked by the top experts in the 
field. He talked about mea- 
sures to reduce traffic conges- 
tion. He introduced proposals 
for simpler and clearer 


labelling on medicines (a pre- 
occupation of the growing con- 
stituency of pensioners). He 
also had an extended interview 
on the cable network, CNN. 

Then he blew It all by claim- 
ing to have been the impetus 
behind the Internet Mr Gore 
might have been justified in 
claiming to have supported, 
even promoted, the Internet 
from the time he was a Sena- 
tor But to have been the im- 
petus behind it, or invented it? 
The response was ridicule. 

The Republican Majority 
leader in the Senate, Trent 
Lott, sent out a spoof circular 
claiming to have invented the 
paper dip which, he said, had 
proved a force for ^umly". Dick 
Armey, the Majority leader in 
the House, said that he could 
claim to have invented the na- 
tional motorway system. 

Al Gore's Internet gaffe will 
go down in the annals next to 
the occasion when, the day 
after a nationally ^watched bas- 


ketball game, he spoke ofMkrh- 
ael Jackson, when be meant the 
hBsfeftthflii player, Michael Jor- 
dan. It fed the comedy talk 
shows for nights on end. 

Mr Gore's position as vice- 
president, his capacity to raise 
funds and his political lineage, 

mffln foflt his no mination is vir- 
tually assured. But gaffes like 
these raise doubts at the grass- 
roots level not just about his po- 
litical skill, but about whether; 
if nominated, he can win. 

■ The US National Security Ad- 
viser; Sandy Bergen defended 
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legations yesterday insisting he 
had acted swiftly to address the 
likelihood that secrets had been 
stolen from the Los Alamos Na- 
tional Laboratory in the Eight- 
ies. Mr Beiger said spending on 
counter-intelligence at the lab 
had been increased many times 
over between 1995 and now, but 
said responsibility for investi- 
gating security breaches rest- 
ed with the FBI and the CIA. Vice-President Al Gore: his latest gaffe 
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Californians 
split on three 
strikes law 



BARBARA BROOKS is the sort 
of person who should approve 
of tough sentencing for crimi- 
nals. She is a Christian from the 
Republican right who fives in 
California's Orange County, 
one of the most conservative 
areas in the country. 

But a month ago her son was 
sentenced to 25 years in prison 
under California’s u three- 
strifees” law which hands down 
severe penalties for repeat of- 
fenders. Mrs Brooks's son, 
whose run-ins with the law 
have bean due to drug addiction, 
will spend the next quarter- 
century behind bars because 
he ran away from a group of po- 
lice officers while under the in- 
fluence of amphetamines. 

Five years after the pas- 
sage of die three -strikes law, a 
growing chorus of ordinary cit- 
izens is questioning the justice 
and effectiveness of such tough 
sentencing. 

Repeat-offender laws exist in 
roughly half of the nation's 50 
states - but California intro- 
duced one of the first, and one 
of the toughest, after the 1992 
Los Angeles riots and a crime 
wave largely linked to the post- 
Cold War economic recession. 

In California the third of- 
fence, which triggers a mini- 
mum 25-year sentence without 
parole, can be as minor as 
stealing a shoe of pizza. In one 
notorious case, the offender 
had shoplifted a bottle of vita- 
nuns. 

Last week, Mrs Brooks was 
one of a crowd of protesters 
who marched in Orange Comi- 
ty and elsewhere to demand a 
softening of ‘Three strikes” to 
mark the law’s fifth anniversary 
A report published by a crimi- 
nal justice think-tank in San 
Francisco also claimed there 
was no link between the law and 
a drop in violent crime. 

The report said counties 
where “three strikes” is rigor- 


BY ANDREW GUMBEL 
in Los Angeles 

ously enforced - Los Angeles, 
Orange and San Diego in the 
bottom third of the state - have 
seen a slower drop in crime 
than counties where “three 
strikes" is applied occasional- 
ly or not at all 

The data contradicts the 
claims by the state's political 
leaders. Pete Wilson California's 
Republican governor until the 
be ginning of thisyear and his At- 
torney General both said three 
strikes was crucial to the drop 
in violent crime. 

Mr Wilson's successor, the 
Democrat Gray Davis, also 
backs three strikes - a position 
dictated by th e tough- on -crime 
sensibilities of the Californian 
electorate. 

State officials point out that 
the murder rate has fallen fay 
51 per cent over the past five 
years, and that fewer parolees 
who have committed violent 
crimes are coming into Cali- 
fornia. This suggests the three- 
strikes law deters career 
criminals. 

Several studies, however, 
have shown that of the rough- 
ly 40,000 prisoners sentenced 
under three strikes, a dis- 
turbingly high proportion have 
a history of drug abuse, not 
violence. 

James P Gray, an Orange 
County Superior Court judge, 
who joined this week’s protests, 
said: “Every time a Congress- 
man's child gets caught with 
drugs, they want treatment for 
him. Every time someone 
else’s child gets caught, they 
want prison for them.” 

Some state legislators, both 
Democrats and Republicans, 
are keen at least to modify the 
law- to make sure the third of- 
fence is a really serious one be- 
fore handing down irrevocable 
long sentences. 
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Vll . , rorfr . v .„ v w , 0(Mh rt look no further than the new mondeo zetec. as w#l as absorbing almost ail vibrations, the suspension incorporates 
a p a Ove rear wheel Bering effect, designed to increase driver's confidence with reassuring stability, you'll also be pleased to hear that we ve 
ruffed engine noise loved by 50%. of course, superb performance is matched by superb control, and now the mondeo zetec 

• A „ h , nnP i mecatronic abs brakes with advanced dual mode fraction control, standard equipment includes: 

cones vviih optional new genei alien 4 cnanne. mwduu"^ 

• remote control double locking - rear 
centre arm rest * rear head restraints 

• safeguard immobiliser • perimeter alarm 


f reec h otC e of 1.8 or 2.(' 1 16v zetec engine 
5 spoKe alioy wheels * metallic paint 
fi/oni foglamps • mesh sports grille 


. rear spoiler • cfc free air conditioning 
. J quickclear* heated front windscreen 
. cd/radio * powerheated door mirrors 


the new mondeo zetec £15,380 on the road 
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: Martyred by a 


nation, missed 


by just one man 


ISRAEL CALLED it an “error”, 
and the work! foigot In the days 
that followed the killing of Mo- 
il araed Othmatfs wife and six 
of his children, no television 
crews trooped up the moun- 
tainside of eastern Lebanon to 
interview the gr.ef-stricken 
shepherd. 


Front Line 

RAJT, EASTERN LEBANON 


four-year-old Ali, nine-year-old 
Aida, ll-year-old Soad, Amin, 1$ 
and Amini, 17. Israeli spokes- 
man David Bar-Dan said it was 
a “mistake” when the Israeli 


But after the Israeli jets jets fired two air-to-ground mis- 
bombed his tent and destroyed sites into their home. Just as 


his family at Janta just before 
Christmas, the Hizbollah fired 
a few rockets back at Israel and 


Israel apologised for the “mis- 
take'’ of bombing a house in the 
Lebanese town of Nabatea five 


Israel warned of retaliation years ago (ldllmg 13) and for the 
against Lebanon and Syria if “tragic error” of the Qana mas- 


such “terrorism" continued. 
That's what the television boys 
were keen to report Height- 
ened tension in the Middle 
East 

So much, then, for 40-year- 


sacre two years later when Is- 
raeli artillerymen slaughtered 
106 Lebanese refugees. 

When I approach the ram- 
shackle tent to which Mohamed 
Othman has moved with his 


little village of Rait, he shakes 
his head in near-disbelief No 
one from the outside world had 
bothered to talk to him about 
his loss. 

His new home is the same as 
bis old home: two dozen canvas 
sacks sewn together; laid over 
wooden sticks, an old red rug 
providing a dark inner sanctum 
over which the wind howls. He 
is wearing a brown robe and a 
red-and-white keffiyeh head- 
dress and he kneels on the 
floor to tell his story. 

“Ala’e was in the fields near 
our home with our sheep and I 
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Robert 


Mohamed Othman with the portraits painted by villagers of his wife ami children who died in an Israeli missile attack 

fest for our Iftar meal - ft was "I ran towards my home to ptenes. Outof fright, Iran off the “I woke in a hospital bed to 5 SnT^SeiSS 2 ! 

Ramadan then -and I stopped be there so that my wife and road and threw myself on the find some Lebanese askingme JpP® Othman's 

to talk to a friend on the roadL children wouldn’t be fright- ground. The impact of the mis- how many children I had. Then thatldll _ , ^ few ^ 

I fnM mtr oldpct Qln Amini fn anoH T nuict hma haan a Viln. eiloc nne en annnnniie that thP I knew thev had (lied. lamilj 


old Nadwa O thman and her six surviving 14-year-old son Ala’e 
children; one-year old Sobhl on the hillsides above the frosty 


dress and he kneels on the fast for our Iftar meal - it was “I ran towards my home to planes. Outoffright, Iran off the 
floor to tell his story. Ramadan then -and I stopped be there so that my wife and road and threw myself on the 

“Ala'e was in the fields near to talk to a friend on the roadL children wouldn't be fright- ground. The impact of the mis- 
our home with our sheep and I I told my eldest son Amini to ened.1 most have been a kQo- sites was so enormous that the 
had gone to get the three eldest take the other children home, metre away and I saw the ground shook and I was hurled 
from school in Janta. I had After about a quarter of an planes rightabove the tent and into the air and down again and 


bought some food to break our bone I heard aircraft” 


two missiles leave one of the lost consciousness. 
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family get by 


without you? 


I t’s the question that no 
parent wants to ask them- 
selves. Yet it is probably 
the single most important 
question you should be ask- 
ing - how would your family 
cope financially if anything 
happened to you or your 
partner? 

Bereavement in itself is 
hard to cope with, so the last 
thing you'd want your family 
to experience at such a diffi- 
cult time is financial hardship. 
After all, bills will still need to 
be paid. School expenses will 
still need to be met Holidays. 
Christmas and birthday 
presents will still need to 
be bought. 


than you spend on your daily 
newspaper. 

Of course, you could rely 
on state benefit - which m the 
current tax year Is £83.55 a 
week for a widow and two 
children. Hardly sufficient 
when you consider that it 
could cost over £300 a week 
to pay someone to do all the 
jobs a parent at home does - 
childcare, cleaning, cooking 
and so on*. 


or you choose to increase the 
level of cover). 


CHOOSE THE OPTIONS 
THAT SUIT YOU 



HOW MUCH COVER DO 
YOU NEED? 


THE PRACTICAL 
ANSWER 


The easiest and most afford- 
able way to help protect 
your family's future is with 
term assurance - a type of life 
assurance that covers you lor 
the period of your choice. 
Legal & General's Family 
Protection Plan is just such a 
policy. It pays out the lump 
sum you select at the start of 
the term should you die 
whilst covered. What's more, 
one or both parents can be 
covered and you choose 
exactly how long you want 
cover to last - until your chil- 
dren grow up and become 
independent, for example. 
And, as the table opposite 
shows, policies can be 
arranged from as little as 
£5 a month - that's less 


Research shows that, on 
average, it costs £90,000 over 
18 years to bring up your 
children*. So as a guide, 
the Life Insurance Market 
Research Association esti- 
mates you should aim for 
life cover of around 15 times 
your household income to 
provide financial security 
If one partner were to die. 
The table opposite gives you 
an idea of the cost of various 
levels of cover. And If your 
circumstances change (if 
you have another child, for 
example), it's easy to alter 
the amount of cover you 
have. 

Naturally, the older you 
get, the more expensive life 
assurance becomes. So It’s 
well worth taking out cover 
as soon as you can. Especially 
as your Family Protection 
Plan premiums are guaran- 
teed never to rise over the 
entire term (unless the 
Indexation option is selected 


Another great advantage of 
Legal & General’s plan is its 
flexibility. For example you 
can choose from a range of 
optional extras for even 
greater peace of mind: 

Critical Illness Cover- the sum 
assured is paid cfn diagnosis 
of a pre-defined serious 
illness, such as a heart attack 
or stroke. 

Terminal Illness Cover - the 
sum assured is paid on 
diagnosis of a pre-defined 
terminal illness where your 
life expectancy is less than 
12 months, but no later 
than 18 months before the 
policy expires. 

Waiver of premium - Your 
premiums are paid if you 
can't work due to ill-health. 

Indexation - Allows you to 
maintain the value of your 
sum insured by increasing 
it. along with your premiums, 
in line with inflation. 

(Further details available on 
request) 

For further details of the 
Family Protection Plan, and 
an instant quotation, call 
Legal & General today on 
0500 33 66 66. They may even 
be able to cover you instant- 
ly over the phone. 


The easiest way bra breadwinner to protect dependants is with 
term assurance 


THE BENEFITS 
AT A GLANCE 


• Life assurance available for as little as 55 a month 

• Yon choose the amount of cover and the term 
required 

• Premiums guaranteed not to rise (unless the 
Indexation option is selected or yon choose to 
Increase the level of cover) 

• Joint cover available for extra, protection 

• Yon can increase your cover at any time, subject 
to limits 

• FREE kid's umbrella when your application is 
accepted and first premium paid 

• Legal & General is one of the UK’s leading 
financial service companies 


*Legal & General 'Value of a Mum' 
Survey 1996. 


£90,000 

Putt of ' 

15 years 

Male 

£9.18 

£40,755 

15 years 

Male 

£5.00 

' £90,000 

15 years 

Female 

£6.48 

£62,589 

15 years 

Female 

£5.00 

£90,000 

15 years 

Joint lives* 

£12.18 

£120.000 

15 years 

Joint lives 7 

£15.75 



FIND OUT HQW AFFORDABLE PEACE QF MIND CAN 

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE CALL FREEPHONE 


?Paid out on first death. Examples based on a mate non-smoker aged 30 
and a female notKsnwUer aged 30. Acceptance subject to UKfl vidua/ details. 


0500336666 


Phase send me a no-oWlpaton quotation and information pack cm die 
Legal & General Family Protection Plan. 

ftw to - Legal St General, FREEPOST (5WC fM6"n. Cardiff CF1 IYW 


Surname <Htn»nrass/ooten . 


QUOTING REFERENCE NUMBER D3/DJ18 


Up to c £3 00 J 000 free 

Accidental Death Cover 

Call for further details 


Tel Nn. Hume Tel No Work 

Date of Birth / /IS I am a smoker CU NotwmokerO 

Cover required £ — Tferm required - ~Ycan 

VW* eurWctauc at www.LanUG.rooi inUninnioi 1 1™* 1 


Tferm required . -Years 

tDkttnufli 1 jtSl) 


Minimum premium of SS per month equates to I7p a day Premiums payable monthly. Now and then we may tell you about other 
products or services oflered by the Legal £ General Group of companies that we bdleve may be of Interest to you. H you would 
prefer not to rccefre this carefully selected InfarnUlkm. please contact us at the address on the coupon. Life Assurance Is provided 
by the Legal & General Assurance Society Limited. Legal & General Direct Limited Is a representative only of the Legal & General 
marketing group, members of which are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO far the purposes of 
recommending, advising on end selling Ufa assurance and Investment products bearing Legal £ General's name. Legal & General 
Direct Limited. Registered in England No. 2702080. Registered Office: Temple Court, If Queen Victoria Street. London EC4N 4TP. 


Ve nay telepHonr >ou to make sure 
mforaunon his arrived safely. Now 
Md then wr may tell you about other 
products or «ni«s ofTcrcd hy the 
Legal Bt General Group nf companies 
that we believe may be of Inures iu you. 

tf you would prefer not to rcrcrtr 
this esiefidjy selected information please 
Uckboc-U 


General 


Ref; D3/DJ1S 


trust us to deliver 




“I woke in a hospital bed to 
find some Lebanese asking me 

how many children I had. Then 

I knew they had died." 

Ala’e survived, though Mo- 
hamed’s 200 sheep were killed 
by the blast of the Israeli mis- 
siles. It was Ala’e who reached 
the two scorched craters on the 
hillsi de. “They were all killed at 
once,” Mohamed Othman says. 
“He found the bodies of his 
mother and brothers and sis- 
ters all on fire. There wasn’t 
much left of them.” 

Mohamed Othman accom- 
panied their few remains back 
to bis native village of Tufail 
dose to the Syrian border 
where he had grown up with 
Nadwa and made an arranged 
marriage with the woman 
when she was 20. “1 haven't put 
ary stones over their graves yet 
but when I do, I shall write the 
word ‘martyr’ on each one.” Mr 
Othman says. ^What else can I 
write?" 

Draped along the wail of his 
tent is a sheet upon which vil- 
lagers have painted two Israeli 
planes dropping a bomb on a 
shack. In the sky above, the 
feces of his wife and six children 
appear; with crude angels' 
wings painted on each side of 
them. Mohamed Othman is ob- 
viously proud of the picture. 

So what efid the Israelis think 
they were bombing on 22 De- 
cember 1998? 

A mfle away down a narrow 

ravine on the other side of 
Janta, there is a Hizbollah 
training camp. It had been 
bombed before, many times. So 
had the T-junction outside the 
camp. A smashed armoured 
personnel carrier still lies in 


- .-9 *■ - 


doth from his tent home -are 
almost a mite away on a narrow 
lane beside an unfinished buad- 
ing. This was an “error” on a 
mass ive scale for a jet figh ter 
with computerised targeting 
systems. 

It didnt matter. Typical of 
the international coverage of 
this dreadful deed was that of 
Canadian television which . . 
began its report with pictures 
of the HizboIIah’s exploded 
rockets in northern Israel, an 
account of injured Israelis 
i they suffered shock and cuts 
- there were no deaths) and a 
sound-bite from the Israeli - 
prime minister, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, vowing revenge fora 
“terrorist" action. Only then - 
and briefly - did the CBC news 
show a clip of the Othman 0 
family’s funeral with just a 
mention of what provoked the 
Hizbollah rocket fire. The re- 
port ended with more threats 
by Israel to retaliate for “ter- 
rorism". 

I asked Mohamed Othman 
what he thought of all this. He 
sat for a long time on the red 
rug of his tent and looked to- 
wards the light coming through 
a crack in the old sacks. “Each " 
person must be accountable to 
his conscience," the shepherd 
said. 

“I still go to the graves every 
day when I am in my village and 
I talk to my wife and children. 

I say to them "God have mercy 
on you -r and mny you live. in 
heaven.” 

Robert Fisk 


rri 
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Angola rebels close 
to seizing key town 



REBEL FORCES were said to be 
dosing on a strategic town in 
Angola yesterday, endanger- 


By Andrew selsky 


tHT* 


town are usually impassable 


ing food shipments to tens of because of fighting a nd tor- 
thousands of refugees. With jrential rains. 


reports that Unita rebels were 
as dose as 25 miles from Kuito, 
government authorities have 
told aid workers to leave the 
central Angolan town. 

The focus on Kuito, the cap- 
ital of Bie province, comes as 
the United Nations prepared to 
abandon its peacekeeping mis- 
sion in Angola after dvfl war 
reignited last December. 

The World Food Pro- 
gramme, which is feeding hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
in the vast south-west African 
countiy, has already evacuated 
its non-essential staff from 
Kuito. 

In addition, one Red Cross 
delegate left and another re- 
mained, the International 
Committee of the Red C ross, 
said m Geneva. The WFP is air- 
lifting corn, beans, cooking oil 
and other supplies to 55,000 
people in Kuito, most of them 
refugees. 

The unpaved roads to the 


Aid workers say if fighting 
hits Kuito, its airport could be 
closed, cutting off the town 
from food supplies. 

The population of Kuito, 360 
miles south-east of the capital 
Luanda, doubled to 400,000 two 
months ago as villagers fled- 
fighting in the countryside her. AlfC 
tween government forces -and r v : - r 
the rebels. 

The United Nations Securi- 
ty Council voted on 26 February 
to dose the UN peacekee pi ng ' 
mission in Angola, spying there' 
was no more peace to keep 
after a 20-year dvfl war re- - 
suroed. The council called for 
the phasing out of the UN 
Observer Mission in Angola hy 
next Saturday. 

Kofi Annan, UN Secretary- ' ‘ , 
General cautioned against 
blaming the United Nations 
for the mission’s failure, saying 
the government and the rebel 
group Unita must bear re- 
spoosibaity. (Apj 




in Brief 




Death-camp chief back on trial 

THE TRIAL of Dinko Sakic, 77, the only known living 
commandant of a Najera death camp is set to reconvene 
today after a today delay brought about by his ill health, 
base commanded the Jasenovac concentration camp run 


from Argentina last June. ” ■ T 
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Store fire may be ‘revenge attack’ 

f*° UCE said a department store may have been 
setahgfat to avenge the capture of the Kurdishieader 
Thirteen people died in the blaze on 

SS ^5* Ut month Turkey 

has witnessed a sharp increase in violence. 


Ethiopia accused of border attack 

“ cepled 30 ,anis ^ oD - 
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BUSINESS 

OFT sues First National over HP loans 


Kuwait agrees to cut oil output 

Kuwait's OIL MPestisk said the country could cut hs nil 
<S!i l 2 a * Kmt f 4 ?’ 000 barrels per day frmn next month 
as t JP 1 of a new mitiativebytheworid's oH producers to 
opost prices. Sheik Saud Nasser al-Sabah, add i ng the 
Kuwaiti parliament, said the agreement “was not final yet” 
and would not be ratified until the Opec meeting in Vienna 
on 23 Mart*. Kuwait which produced L99 mflHon barrels a 
day in Ebbruaiy made two oil output cuts totalling 225,000 
barrels per day in 1993 under agreements which foflpd to 
increase prices. 

BA enjoys millennium boost 

BtpXTSaAQWASShaS 

enjoyed a mfljennmin airlift 
with bookings over the 
period up by 150 per cent on 
the same time last yean 
Nearly half a miffion seats 

have been booked on its 
flights. The most popular 
de stin a t i o ns are New Ifark. 
Los Angeles, Johannesburg 
and Barbados. Bob Ayfing, 
BAS chief executive 
(pictured), said the 
bookings underlined public 
confidence in flying over the nuDennhxin period, despite 
concerns over the impact of the year 2000 computer bug. 
Last week Thomson HoBdays said Benidorm was its 
most popular minenmum destination 

Cross-border retailing on the rise 

EUROPEAN retailing will become an increasingly 
international business as companies take advantage of 
European integration, -a new survey says. According to a 
repent by Retail Intelligence, aossiorder activity will 
become increasing common, as shown by the expansion in. 
Germany by W&I-Mart of the US. The survey says Wal-Mart 
could target Britain and that with turnover of $i30bn it could 
afford to buy Itesco, the marfeet leaden rather than Asda. 


THE OFFICE ofFfcir’fradingwfll 
make legal history this week 
when It starts a High Coart ac- 
tion against a subsidiary of 
Abbey National over its interest 


meets. 

The OFT is sung First Na- 
tional Bank, which was acquired 
by Abbey National four years 

ago, over a “standard contrac- 
tual term” the firm uses in HP 
agreements used by customers 
to buy consume- items such as 

washing marhrnA g and fpd gpg 

The OFT wants the bank to 
change a clause which allows it 
tokeep cfaargmginterest to cus- 
tomers who have already gone 
to court to show they cannot 
keep qp payments. Use of the 


By John willcock 

clause can mean debts contin- 
ue to grow even after a court has 
judged than to be unaffordable. 

His the first time the OFT has 
gone to court under legislation 
introdneedin 1895 to enable the 

rpgnlflfTW’ tnnp gntiflfp q ritli ram. 

parties over consumer contracts 
that it regards as unfair 
Fhst National has refisedthe 
OFTs request to change its 
particular contract tarns, and is 
determined to fight the OFT in 
court 

A spokeswoman for the OFT 
said on Friday: This is the first 
time we bare ever gone bo court 
an this legislation. This is a big 
deal for us.” 


The legislation concerned is 
the Unfair Tams in Consum er 
Contracts Regulations 1994. The 
row is centred cm an obscure 


When the courts have issued 
aComity Coart Judgement in the 
cases concerned, they hare usu- 
ally specified that the customers 


meat”, which affects mflhons of 
people who take out consumer 
loans to buy goods in high street 
stores. 

First National has three mil- 
tion customers and provides 
loans through intennediaries 
such as high street stores for 
people buying household goods. 
The loans are usuatty at or near 
credit card rates. 

The OFT has been trying 
since last yean following a nnro- 
ber of complaints from con- 
sumers, to get First National to 
change the danse. 


ment to First National, such as 
£10 a month. 

Bowere^ under the “interest 
after judgement" clause in First 
National’s contracts. First Na- 
tional has been able to continue 
charging interest on the cus- 
tomer’s loan even after the court 


In other words, the interest 
will continue to accumulate, 
while the oistomer is only pay- 
inga reduced amount Therefore 
the customer will never pay off 
the debt, which win continue to 
grow in perpetuity. 


A spokeswoman for the OFT 
said “We have been trying to ne- 
gotiate with First National to 
change these torn Hi ey have 
refused to do so. Therefore we 
hare issued them with a writ % 
hare changed over 3,000 terms 
since Ithe legislation in 1995] so 
it’s a lag deal for us. 

“Wj hope to get an injunction 
to have these unfair dauses re- 
moved." she added. 

The two parties will attend 
the High Court in the Strand on 
Wednesday for a preliminary 
hearing. First National last 
Friday made dear its determi- 
nation to fight the OFT appli- 
cation. . 

The Abbey National sub- 
sidiary said “The bank's case is 
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Credit 
Lyonnais 
float gets 
go-ahead 


THE FRENCH government 
officially launched the privati- 
sation of Credit Lyonnais yes- 
terday, signalling the end of a 
long-running saga which hpgan 
with an ambitious strategy to 
become Europe’s largest bank 
but ended with government 
rescue. 

In a decree published in 
France’s Official Journal, the 
government authorised the 
sale and said the flotation 
should be ready towards the 
end of June, after clearance 
from state regulators. 

In an effort to underwrite the 
bank’s stability; the govern- . 
meat will keep a 10 per cent 
stake in the bank and set up a 
group of core shareholders. 

The care group wffl pledge to 
retain their stakes for a speci- 
fied length of time. They will 
each be able to own up to 10 per 
cent of the bank, although to- 
gether they will hold less than 
a blocking minority of the 
shares. 

This avoids a straight auc- 
tion, which could have seen 
Credit Lyonnais swallowed up 
by either a French of foreign 
group, analysts said. 

“This ensures Credit Lyon- 
nais’ independence, at least at 
the outset, and win allow it to 
live on, something that was 
not so sure a couple of months 
oryearsago,” one analyst said. 

Several rival hanks, includ- 
ing Credit Acricole, the big co- 


By Andrew Verity 

operative bank, have already 
expressed interest in becoming 
core shareholders. 

Allianz, the German insur- 
ance giant, and Asa, its French 
rival, have also expressed an in- 
terest' 

The privatisation comes at 
a turbulent time for the French 
banking industry, currently 
embroiled in the merger of 
Paribas and SociCte GfinArale, 
and a hostile bid for both of 
them from Banque Nationale 
de Paris. 

.Before making its hostile 
bid, BNP first sought to forge 
a “partnership of equals” with 
Credit Lyonnais. Its hostile bid 
wasrepartedfyjromptedby the 
government's refusal to change 
its plana 

Jean Feyrelevade, head of 
Crerfit Itfonnais, held talks with 
Michel P&ereau, the head of 
BNR about a possible merger 
Buta ti&up would have entailed 
numerous branch closures 
where BNP and Lyonnais 
share a high street- a pofiticafly 
difficult task in France. Mr 
Feyrelevade rejected the pro- 
posals. 

Daniel Bouton, head of 
Paribas, yesterday attacked 
BNP's $38bn (£24hn) lad in an 
interview with the French 
newspaper Journal du Di- 
mandhe. 

He warned the deal would 






that the term which keeps in- 
terest running after a court 
judgement has been obtained is 
not in any way unfair. ” 

PWBip George, foe managing 
director of First National said: 
“Customers taking consumer 
finance necessarily psy interest 
The OFT in challenging the ef- 
fect of this clause, is preferring 
customers who don't pay in 
favour of those who pay regularly 
and on time. 

"The basis of thdr argument 
would allow non-payers who 
have a court judgement against 
them to cease paying interest on 
the money they owe to the bank, 
while paying customers contin- 
ue to pay interest on their loans 
until repaid in full.” 


Telewest 
raises 
stakes in 
Internet 
market 

By Peter Thal Larsen 


TELEWEST, the cable opera- 
tor. is poised to raise the 
stakes in the highly competi- 
tive Internet market later this 
year by abandoning per 
minute usage charges for its 
high-speed Internet access 
service. • 

Ttelewest is currently draw- 
ing up detailed plans for the 
service, which is due to be 
launched in the final quarter 
of the year. 

However, one likely feature 
is that customers will pay only 


a flat monthly subscription 

the 

charge, which allows them to 

ncy. 

stay online as long as they 

uro- 

wish. 

; the 

The service will have the 

the 

added advantage of offering 

I tab’ 

Internet access at up to 40- 

:du- 

times the speed of conven- 

dked 

tional telephone modems by 
using Telewest’s local cable 

lude 

network. 

Kok 

Tbny fllsley Telewest’s new 

:anio 

chief executive, is thought to 

ivier 

be impressed with the success 

at of 

of similar US products such as 

T. 

Road Runner and At Home 
Networks. 
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Credit Lyonnais’ London office: Privatisation signals the mid of a long-r unning saga 


lead to massive job losses as 
BNP sold parts of the business 
to foreign rivals. He added he 
would use “all possible solu- 
tions” to thwart the bid. 

The privatisation of Credit 
Lyonnais, a one-time national 
champion, was insisted on by 
the European Commission as 


a condition of allowing France 
to arrange a bail-out package. 

The French government 
spent billions of francs recon- 
structing Credit Iyonnais after 
it built up a huge volume of bad 
debts in the 1980s. 

The near collapse followed a 
period of reckless lending 


which included the acquisition 
of MGM, the Hollywood studio. 
The debts were built up as 
part of an ambitious expansion 
encouraged fay the then presi- 
dent, Francois Mitterand, who 
dreamt of Credit Lyonnais 
becoming the largest bank in 
Europe. 


US may ease merger rules 


THE UNITED STATES will con- 
sider raising the thresholds for 
mergers that must be notified 
to its competition authorities, . 
easing the way for takeover ac- 
tivity. 

Washington has been in- 
creastogfar active in competition 
policy over the last few years, 
taking on the software giant Mi- 
crosoft, for instance. But the 
government has previously in- 
(ficated that it wants that ac- 
tivity to be focussed on a few big 

issues rather than pofiring the 
broad mass of mergers. 

■ The latest proposal was put 
forward by OrrinHabfo, a lead- 
ing Senator and chairman of the 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

Senate Judiciary Committee, at 
hearings last week. Janet Reno, 
the US Attorney General wel- 
comed the proposal and said 
she would discuss H with her 
gftrfF including Joel Riem, head 
of the antitrust division. 

“It sounds tike a very good 
suggestion and I'd like to talk 
to Mr Elem,” she said at the 
hearing. 

The Hart Scott Rotfino law, 
which is one of the basic US an- 
titrust laws, was passed in 1976, 

requiring pre-notification fix- 
mergers above certain thresh- 


olds. Companies must give ad- 
vance notice if the net annual 
sales or total assets of one 
company involved is over $lOm 
and the other is over ?1 00m, and 
securities and assets in the 
deal are over $15 hl 
T hese thresholds have not 
been changed in 23 years, and 
the combination of inflation 
and the rising global pace of 
merger activity means that 
many more deals now fall with- 
in these parameters than would 
have been intended 20 years 
ago. Mr Hatch said the com- 
mittee planned hearings to as- 
sess bow the rules might be 
changed. 


Longbridge fate could 
be decided this week 


THE FATE of Rover’s Long- 
hridge plant could be decided 
this week when the superviso- 
ry board of BMW meets on 
Thursday to consider the British 
Government's aid package, 
writes Nigel Cope. 

Although it is a routine meet- 
ing to deride financial details 
such as the group’s dividend pay- 
ments, BMWwiI] use it to review 
Longbridge’s position if it re- 
ceives a Government offer in 
time. Speculation at the week- 
end suggested the Governn^ 
wffl offer £!80m towards the 

£L5bn cost of transforming the 


Longbridge plant in the West 
Midlands. 

If this level of funding is pro- 
vided, it should be sufficient to 
ensure the replacement for 
Rnser's200 and 400 series is buffi, 
in Britain and not in a lowercost 
economy such as Hungary. 

The core of the range would 
be a Golf sized model with a pro- 
duction output of around 350,000 
cars ayean The uewmim would 
also be produced at the plant 
However: a Rover spokesman 
said yesterday a decision on 
Longhridgeccadd drift into nest 
week. 


Both services, which have 
signed up hundreds of thou- 
sands of users, offer high- 
speed Internet access fora flat 
monthly fee. 

Telewest’s move will 
increase the pressure on 
Internet service providers 
such as Freeserve, the service 
launched by Dixons, to cut 
their call charges. 

FTee Internet service 
providers have taken the mar- 
ket fay storm in the past six 
months fay abandoning month- 
ly subscription charges. But 
users still have to pay local call 
charges for each minute they 
spend online. 

Last week Oftel the tele- 
coms watchdog, challenged 
existing service providers to 
offer cheaper call rates. 
British Telecom is currently 
adapting its billing system to 
allow service providers to sub- 
sidise the cost of calls. 

Meanwhile, X-Stream, the 
innovative service provider 
which pioneered the 
.Freeserve model a year ago, 
is currently experimenting 
with a totally free service. 

Each weekend this month 
the service, which makes 
money fay streaming adver- 
tising along the bottom of its 
Internet browser software, is 
offering users the chance tfi 
access the Internet for noth- 
ing by dialling up through an 
0800 number. 


You can be sure of Shell’s efforts to be ethical 


BT MICHAEL HARRISON 
Business Editor 

SHELL’S PROFITS may be 
tumbling and its chairman’s 
job may be on the line, but at 
least the group’s efforts to 
stamp out bribery and cor- 
ruption among its 100,000- 
strong workforce and raise 
the ethical standards of its 
contractors are beginning to 
pay off. 

The ofl giant’s latest Report 
to Society, which is due to be 
published next month, will 
show that the number of em- 






ployees who were sacked for 
soliciting bribes fell last yean 
There has also been a 
decline in the number of 


contractors axed for failing to 
heed Shell’s general state- 
ment of business principles. 
Shell caught and sacked 23 


staff for soliciting at accepting 
bribes in 1997. Most of the 
offences took place in Nigeria. 

Mai* Wade, the head of 
Shell’s so rial accountability 
team, said the level of dis- 
missals last year was lower; 
while the number of contrac- 
tors sacked was down from 95 
in 1997 to about 60- 

This year Shell is pum p in g 
S25m into its campaign to 
convince the world that it is 
serious about issues such as 
human rights, sustainable 
development, business hon- 
esty, care for the environ- 


ment and safe working. The 
initiative will feature a $16m 
press advertising campaign, 
a direct mail shot to tens of 
thousands of opinion-form- 
ers around the world, and a 
series of “stakeholder 
forums”. 

After last year’s 90 per 
cent plunge in profits and 
$4.5bn of write-offs, Mark 
Moody-Stuart. the chairman 
of Shell, said it would have 
been “very easy but also very 
wrong” to put profits before 
principles. 

While much of our atten- 


tion this year is going into 
making the business more 
profitable, this is not an ex- 
cuse to neglect our longer- 
term responsibilities,” he 
added. 

Mr Wade conceded that 
some critics would see the 
campaign as “PR gloss and 
just another cheap fix”. 

However; he said Shell was 
determined to address the 
concerns of a 10 per cent 
minority who viewed it as 
lacking respect for human 
rights, the environment and 
the future. 
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New Analysis: The UK’s biggest shopping centre opens tomorrow. Does the ailing sector need it? 

Bluewater’s ripple effect on retail 


the independent 

M.tn.ltV 15 March Ijgg 


bv nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

WHEN THE Bluswater shop- 
ping centre opens its doors to 
shoppers near Dartfbrd tomor- 
row it will become Britain's 
ninth regional mega-mall 

It wUl also be Britain's 
biggest, nudging ahead of rivals 
such as the Metro Centre on 
Tyneside, Men^hill in Dudley 
and two centres that opened last 
year; the Trafford Centre near 
Manchester and Cilbbs Cause- 
way near BristoL In total it will 
add another L5 million sq ft of 
retail selling space, the equiva- 
lent of almost two new branch- 
es of Harrods. 

Shoppers will no doubt flock 
to this Latest mammoth on the 
motorway. They will be mes- 
merised by the 330 shops spread 
across three themed areas - the 
Guildhall for “the discerning 
shopper", the Rose Gallery de- 
voted to “family focus”, and the 
Thames Walk with high street 
fashion shops, cafes and bars. 

As well as visiting the three 
anchor stores, John Lewis. 
House of Fraser and Marks & 
Spencen weary shoppers win be 
able to re-charge their batteries 
in the leisure areas which 
include a 12 -screen rnn q pnn ar y| 
the Water Circus. This area in- 
cludes a man-made lake where 
customers can try their hand at 
boating, ice-skating and cycling. 
In addition, there are 13,000 car- 
parking spaces and a 200-space 
creche in which to park the 


But does Britain’s belea- 
guered retail sector need an- 
other gigantic, US-style mall? 
With the sector already suffer- 
ing from chronic over-supply 
and retailers still licking their 
wounds after one of the worst 
trading years in recent memo- 
ry. wiOBfoewater not exacerbate 
those problems? 

The developers ofBhrewater; 
the Australian Lend Lease 
Corporation, say not Thqy point 
to the fact that the £330m mall 
has been fully let since 
September; a rarity for such 
developments. Demand has 
been strong analysts say despite 
retail rents among the highest 
in the country. 

But die issue of over supply 
as opposed to weak consumer 
demand, has tended to be over- 
looked in the consumer spend- 
ing debate. UK retailers spent 
the latter part erf last year com- 
plaining endlessly about van- 
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The Blue water shopping centre, near Dartfbrd, has 320 shops, cafes, bars and cinemas and a man-made lake which offers ice-skating and boating 


ishing consumer confidence and 
weak sales. But a look at the 
official sales data for the year 
shows Hift 1998 retail volumes 
rose by 2J9 per centati 1997. Sales 
by value were ahead by a very 
respectable 4 per cent Every 
part of the retail sector depart- 
ment stores, clothing and 
footwear and household goods, 
showed increases. 

It is true that one of the 
problems last year was that 
many retailers based their 
autumn ordering on retail de- 
mand in the spring when con- 
sumer confidence was high. 
When that demand evaporated 
in October; shops were left 
grossly over-stocked. 

But the amount of new 
shopping space coming on 
stream received less attention. 
TWo masave new regional malls 
opened last year; the Trafford 
Centre and Cribbs Causeway as 
well as a host of smaller open- 
ings. There will be more of the 
same this year with Btuewater 
beingjoined by two large centres 
in Glasgow -in Braehead and at 
Buchanan Galleries. In shopping 


centres and cm the high street 
most major retailers have still 
been expanefing their store port- 
folios while complaining about 
the supply-side problems. 
“Space has grown faster than 

jy pndiTTgHiniigh nntajSTniiphas 

in the US,” says George Wallace, 

chief executive of Manag ement 

Horizons, the retail consultancy 
Clive Yraghan at Retail In- 
telligence agrees that Britain is 
“over-shopped”. But he points 
out that retail space per head of 
population is still four or five- 
times greater in the US than it 


is here. “That supply-demand 
issue is one of the reasons prices 
tend to be tower there," he says. 

But if the UK retail sector is 
over-supplied and demand is 
rising onfy gradually, why do re- 
taflers flock to sign up to these 
high-cost centres where their 
profit margins are wafer thin. 
The answer; experts say is that 
consumers love them. 

They tike the ease of access, 
parking and the range of shops. 
They like the added leisure fa- 
cilities arid (he “ reitortofrtmgnP 
They are also re-assured by-the 


security. Malls such as Bluewa- 
ter are patrolled by security 
guards, filmed by closed circuit 
television and designed to mm- 


starrways. 

As Nathan Cockrell, a retail 
analyst at BT Alex Brown, says: 
“There are barriers to entry to 
these places. Yiu need a car to 
get to them and they are safe. 
Subconsciously retailers and 
consumers respond to that" 

The history of these centres 
also suggests that they have 
found a successful formula and 



Opened 

Retail Space 

No. of Shops 

Btt>water ffaccffim 



(square metres) 


Location: off the M25 near 

Bluewater, Dart ford 

1999 

155,669 

320 

Dartford. Kent 

MetroCentre. Gateshead 

1986 

.144.924 

323 

Number of shops: 320 

Merryhfll. Dudley 

1986 

130,060 

260 

Anchor Scores: John Lewis, 
House of Fraser. Marks & 

Lakeside, Thurrock 

1990 

121,000 

309 

Spencer 

Trafford Centre 

1998 

120.770 

276 

Development cost: £3 50m 

Meadowhall, Sheffield 

1990 

116,125 

285 

Estimated vaiaaes £1.1 bn 

Brent Cross, N London 

1976 

76,364 

109 

Developer; Lend Lease . 
Corporation. Australia 

Cribbs Causeway, Bristol 

1998 

65.030 

140 

Leisure facilities: 40 

White Rose Centre. Leeds 

1997 

60,385 

• 86 

restaurants. 1 2-screen cinema. 

Source: Healey ft Balter 



boating, tee skating, creche 
facilities. 


the UK’s nine regional malls 
have traded well even though 
two of them, Meadowhall in 
Sheffield and Thurrock in Lake- 
side, opened in (he teeth of the 
last recession. As Richard 
Hyman at \ferdict, the retail 
consultants, says: "These re- 
gtonal centres tend to do wen be- 
cause they are environments 
people are comfortable in." 

They do not benefit everyone, 
of course. For retailers the costs 
associated with entry can be so 
high as to *™i«> profits difficult 
to achieve. Prime rents at Blue- 
water are the same as prime 
high street space in Manchester 

nr Ri rminghaTn. thou gh halFthe 

cost on London’s Oxford Street. 

But as Mr Cockrell says, re- 
tailers are “falling over them- 
selves” to get into these new 
centres because there are fewer 
of them in the development 
pipeline Centres like Blue-water 
were first conceived in 1990, be- 
fore the government started to 
crack down on out-of-town shop- 
ping centres and their impact on 
local high streets. After fee Jew 
due to open this year; there will 


be hardly any new mega-malls 
left on the stocks. Retailers wifl 
then be left; to grow profits from 
existing stores or “in-fiU” store 
openings in smaller retail loca- 
tions. Mr Cockrell predicts a 
retail advertising blitz as shops 
attempt to woo customers with 
special promotions as the new 
space pipeline closes off. 

The other potential losers 
are the local towns and shopping 
centres around Bluewater. 
Analysts say feat surrounding 
towns tike Dartfbrd and Brom- 
ley and smaller high streets in 
South-east London will be 
affected Another potential loser 
is Lakeside, fee mega-mall just 
across fee Thames in Essex. 
Some experts have said feat 
Lakeside has beai losing some 
trade even before Bluewater 
has opened and feat the new 
mall will hire away shoppers 
from Kent towns such as 
Sevenoaks. 

As Nick Bubb at SG Securi- 
ties says: “Bluewater should 
suoceefeafltoeseregiabal cen- 
tres dto. Bui where it will take its 
share from is harder to'say” 


BA faces inter-union row as cabin crew join AEEU 


BRITISH AIRWAYS faces a dam- 
aging inter-union row after thou- 
sands of cabin crew decided to 
join the Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union. 

Members of the non-TUC 
affiliated Cabin Crew ‘89 voted 
overwhelmingly to merge with 
the AEEU, which until recent- 
ly had no stewards and stew- 
ardesses in membership. 


By Barrie Clement 

The amfligflmfltinn m eans 
feat the engineering union will 
be at loggerheads with the 
Transport and General TOMkers 1 
Union, the traditional organi- 
sation for cabin crew and the 
largest union at BA. 

Leaders of the transport 
union are already angry wife the 


AEEU for winning recognition 
at BA’s cut-price airline GO, 
having been selected by man- 
agement following a “beauty 
contest” betw een unions. 

The TGWU may now call for 
the engineering union to be ex- 
pelled from fee TUC for tres- 
passing on its territory. 

Cabin crew ‘89 was set up by 
members of the transport union 


who said they wanted a more 
“moderate” organisation to rep- 
resent them aai one whkfo con- 
centrated only on stewards and 
stewardesses. The non-TUC 
union claims a membership of 
5^500 who voted by a margin of 
93 per cent bra merger wife fee 
Federation of Profession al As - 
sodations, a wing of the AEEU. 

An engineering union official 


said: “We are in discussions 
with the TUC over the future of 
Cabin Crew ‘89, but it would be 
inappropriate for me to com- 
ment further at this stage .” 

Bill Morris, the TGWU gear 
eral secretary, said Cabin Grew* 
*89 was a “breakaway uniorf and 
that therefore a TTJC Affiliate 
such as the engineering union 
could not merge with it 


“It is against the rules of the 
TUC to go ahead with such a 
merger and it would harm fee 
cohesiveness of fee trade union 
movement” Mr Morris said. 

He added that it was now the 
function of the TUCs ruling 
general council to sort out fee 
problem. He said he expected 
the AEEU to abide by fee rules. 

The AEEU recently angered 


print unions when it agreed to 
make a presentation to the 
Western Mail and Echo news- 
paper with a view to represent 
all employees. The MSF union 
has also submitted proposals to 
Tkmity, the company owning 
fee papers - although under 
pressure from fee TUC, it has 
also invited the GFMU print 
union and fee NUJ. 



IN BRIEF 

Eastern profits 
up by 12% 

EASTERN ELECTRICITY, fee 
utilities group which was 
taken over by Texas Utilities 
last May. has reported a 12 
per cent increase in 
underlying profits U> £450m 
for the year to December. . 
The company said it had 
signed up more than a 
million gas customers, wife 
300,000 electricity custom^, 
signed Paul Marsh, 

Eastern’s finance director; 
said the group was on target 
to achieve 5 million gas and 
electricity customers 
nationwide. It has also 
opened offices in Paris, 
Stockholm. Prague and 
Warsaw. Group turnover rose 
by 13 per cent to E3.7bn. 

punlopillo ahead 

dunlopillo, the former 
BTR subsidiary which makes 
latex for mattresses and 
pillows, has produced a set of 
wide-awake figures for fast 
year showing profits up ID 
per cent to £4.6m. Tl,%toes 
were helped by a 
rise in UK- bed sales, ftts ^ 
included strong demand for 
electrically adjustable beds 
retailing for up to £4,000. 
Harrogate-based Dunlopillo 
was a management buy-out 
from BTR two years ago. 

Sales last year rose 9 per 
cent to £25-25x0- 

Esprit growth 

ESPRIT HOLDINGS, fee HoOg 
Kong-based retailer which 
took a secondary listing in 
London in December, has 
reported a 17 per cent ■ 
increase in net profits to 
HK$166.4m. European profits 
grew by 11 per cent The 
company said it had taken 
! the secondary listing in . 
London to underline its 

commitment to Europe » 
which now accounts for two 
thirds of group sales. 

S&N expands 

SCOTTISH & Newcastle is 
planning to invest around 
£l50m in an expansion of its . 
leisure division over the next 
two years. The group wants 
to create a chain of City 
Limits venues which 
incorporate restaurants, 
bowling alleys, sports bars 
and gyms. A pilot City Limits 
I has been running in 
Romford, Essex. A chain of 
around 15 is planned 

Smart response 

DAJMLERCHRYSLER said 
sales of its troubled Smart 
two-seater town car are ^ 

picking up after a sluggish i* 
start, dismissing a report 
that it is reducing output to 
counter weak demand The 
company is shutting its 
factory in Hambach for two : 
weeks before Easter as part _• 
of a move to a 35-hour week 
but denied it has lowered its 
sales target to 80,000 from 
100,000. It originally targeted 
sales of 140,000 this yeacThe 
Smart car has been mired in 
a series of mishaps since 
before it hit the showrooms.. . 
Its introduction was delayed 
last year after it was found to 
have stability problems. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Services 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Serious Debts . . . 

“Now your creditors really can 
help - by legally reducing your 
debts by up to 87% and stopping 
the interest charges!” © 

It you have unsecured debts over £20,000, you bows an 
income but no real assets - and to soy tha toast ilia 
difficult lor you to moho the inpayments - 

■ Your cmdHora molly can understand your problems. 

■ They can appreettito your currant payments are too high. 

M They can oil agree to one greatly reduced affordable 

monthly payment. 

■ You only ha vo to pay this (ora Hrnttod time. 

■ The tntenst chatgas wBI be stopped. 

■ Up to 87% at your debts will be written off. 

Since 1979 we hove helped thousands of clients across 
the UK dnm iutlcaUy and legally reduce their debts - 
personal or business (or bom] - with their creditors fun i 
pormksolon - without having to borrow tuny further money. 1 
Now you can and aU the worry and pressure - we wfll 
explain why we have the proven creditor approved 
success and how this rontarlubfa legislation will 
work tor you. 

For free profession^ advfco with afl the right tags! 
answers - cal us now In complete confldence- 

PLEA5E DO NOT LEAVE IT TOO LATE 



riSSONtL AND BUKIKISS INSOLVENCY CONSULTANTS 

0800 214964 | t w O oml 

LICENSED DIBT ADJUSTERS OsMb&Cotirt 

www.kingamdcompany.co.uk 


Business for Sale 


are you 
ready to go? 

WWW. 

readytogo. 

co.uk 


Opportunities 


Multi winning 
racehorse owner 
seeks shrewd and 
patient investors 
for occasional 
inside touches 

Call 07970 810201 


Services 


No catches. No gimmicks. No commitments 

Start with just £25 R|j|,f .UI.BIlUlHJi 


All Rates are 
All day, Every day 


£5 FREE CALLS 


LOCAt/ NATIONAL 



;m frcc QSOO 634 200(1 


IN DEBT? WE CAN HELP 


Need a bank account 
or credit card today? 

UK or offshore, personal or business 100% 
guaranteed. Credit line £15,000. Business 
merchanting service, P60's limited companies £45. 
in fact, ring us about anything, usually we have a 
solution. Professional friendly advice given by 
licensed credit broker. 

The Original Moneybox established 40 years and 
open 24 hours a day. Credit card payments taken. 


fCALL 01902 843 565 TODAY j 


Opportunities 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

SHOW KITCHENS 

Rarest Kitchens Ltd. Urgently require homes in 
selected areas of the UK to flt SHOW KITCHENS. 
We will build you a tailor-made kitchen at a fraction 
of the normal price, if you allow us to introduce up 
to six prospective customers. 

For full details phone: 

01908 511676 ext 23 , 

and ask for John Waterman 

Forest Kitchens Ltd., 

HansJope, Bucks MK19 7DE 



PERFECT TIMING ...I! 

...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!*’ 


Tt» gntfoB tenure* am ataoy* made by then rto pwtton ttwmatm 
M the treat end of major btafMM trail. 

Tha UaraM ■ The fastest grwwng n u r fca t u r g and business modus m 

fasay 1 .. 

C#y 2000 Pie. ■ An established “hraner leader mwing into hyperywh, at tha 
torahrt of ttw intent* revoMionl_ 

Tha opportunity - ft dwtfop jmur-omm highly lucraMl C4y 2000 bunirwo, fiN 

or pamne. tram home or oBca. No ptortaetattl wperience or knmtedge 
iwMwl. Professional traWng and ongoing sippctf ponded, la* start-up 
OOSfe ■ unfcnied income gensrafer ... 
ton us nm, mi yw cart retire tn W years! 

For doa*sd rtomaflon on tho Wiwg opportirty of s Xdkne,' 
rtig ml fisfen to: Mart Pesnon FHCMA. Con. BL, 

-kidepsntart Sartor Uembsnfct CowBttm 
t TM 0101 387 8071 C4ha/nonnfi tales apply]. 



Business for Sale 


ATTRACTIVE mmstmenU! dno- 
maa/WngohBfl/theamLPtan- 
ntno consent to flats Nortwnts 

oiROfsacK oeo 2 aer laa 


To advertise in this section please call the 
Business to Business Team on 0171 293 233S. 


Franchises 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Franchises 




MORTGAGE BROKER FRANCHISE 

EXCLUSfVE AREAS NATIONALLY 
All computer software provided plus in-house training 
Leads provided (if required) from our own Telemarketing Department 
NO INITIAL OUTLAY NECESSARY 

Investment requ^ed from £2,443 to £7,200 ( depaxtent on area with Weresl free terms avatebte ) 
Royalties only £210 per month - absolutely no other deductions 

Excellent Earnings Potential 

Tkis is YOUR business under a common title - ( Not just an Agency ) 
Telephone now for a Prospectus 
0J677 4 2 3 9 7 3 (North) 01920 4442 1 1 (South) 


Plant & Machinery 


Plant & Machinery 


T2 offer an 
Independent 


Hh&mato 
braadUB 
Savings by 
ratting each 
caB through 
the meet 
cosMfetta 

network. 


Local S3 BJfrfewa S^kwvBT 

UK National 2 J 3 tl 33 % H 

Mow* 1*0 aw SJS AS 40% 

US* 5lS S 3S* 

3079 lifl mat 

srssraar sssr- ^ 

f^effiSRAPHIC NUmstS: 0800. 0M5. 0870, 068, 


CELL-SAVE: CELLULAR FLEET SOLUTIONS 


DecMon-Makere, ftMfrftone 0600 -350 SAVE 
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THE IMMEDIATE verdict of the fi- 
nancial markets on last week's 


bmg tax cots have made annthw 
interest rate cut a little less Iike- 


,and I think it is quite likely that 
'rates will fell again, perhaps to 5 
per cent, before the summer. 
However; looking beyond the 
short-term debate, policy 
may eventually contribute to a 
solid rebound in growth into the 

millPTmiiim 

As this becomes apparent, offi- 
cial interest rates may have to rise 
again, and possibly sharply. This 
possibility is not yet being seri- 
ously considered fay the money 



Kevin 

Gardiner 


Esprit growtii 
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a smooth glide path towards even- 
tual monetary union. 

This week we may get the Bank 
of England’s post-dated verdict. 
The Bank’s Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee was briefed on the broad 
shape of Gordon Brown’s package 
before deciding, on 3 March, to 
spi ^teave interest rates unchanged - 
first time that rates hadn’t 
fallen at a monthly MFC meeting 
since September: 

On Wednesday the minutes of 
the March meeting are released, 
and they may reveal whether the 
Budget was a material factor in the 
committee’s derision. Z doubt the 
Budget played a big role in the 
MFCs deliberations. 

The net tax cuts that it con- 
tained were agnificanL They were 
also unexpected, and the Bank’s 


There’s every reason to 
believe economic growth 
will rebound solidly 
through, the millennium 


weakness flagged by last year’s 
surveys. It looks as if export de- 
liveries zn particular may have 
taken their long-feared tumble in 
the first quarter; and the latest 
data again show too many unsold 
goods sitting on manufacturers’ 
and distributors’ shelves for 
comfort The economy still looks 
set to slow further in the first half 
of 1999. 

Meanwhile, even us hardened 
inflation cynics concede that a 
long-awaited -and often-forecast 
- dip in RPIX inflation to betow-tar- 
get levels i& likely soon. And the 
new average earnings data, which 
must surety be set in statistical 
stone for the time being at least, 
show pay growth trending steadi- 
ly lower 


economists are rmlikely to have al- 
ready incorporated them into their 
economic forecasts. However; the 
cuts were spread o v er t hr ee years, 
and focused sharply on 2001/02, 
with just &Lbn felling in 1999/00. 

As a result, the Budget will 
have done Kttle to alter the Bank’s 
best guess at the likely rate of 
growth in the economy in the year 
ahead, and is unlikely to have 
shifted significantly the MPC’s 
view as to the appropriate level of 
interest rates. Rates may have 
been left an hold for other reasons 
- such as the improvement in 
business surveys. 

As yet, the official economic 
data have not folly reflected the 


tag in output and inflation, the 
pound is once again defying eco- 
nomic gravity and has pushed 
back above levels not seen since 
before interest rates began to fall. 
The currency has thus made no 
contribution to the loosening of 
monetary conditions seen since 
the a utumn, yet the Rank hae 
hinted that it would welcome one 
(and indeed, has been forecasting 
one). AD this suggests that it is too 
soon to proclaim the trough in 
interest rates. 

However; there are good rea- 
sons for thinking that the econo- 
my will begin to revive during the 
s«xmd half of the year; and that it 
will gather significant momen- 
tum as we move through 2000. 


Perhaps most importantly, 
household finances are m solid 
shape Aggregate wealth to income 
ratios are at an afi-time hi g h, and 
many consumers are experiencing 
a sagnificant increase in their real 
spending power during 1999 
thanks to low mortgage rates and 

cod turning (albeit slowing) growth 
in pay. 

For some years now I have 
been tracking the fortunes of a 
fictional consumer whose finances 
are reasonably representative of 
a moderately-geared borrower, in 
1999, theta reri spending power will 
rise by roughfy one-tenth, to a level 
more than half as high again as at 
the peak of the 1950s boom. 

But another factor; which has 
been overlooked in last week's de- 
bate about the incremental impact 
of the Budget and its short-term 
impact on interest rates, is the un- 
derfying trend in fiscal stance. 

The Chancellor argues that 
fiscal policy has been tightened 
significantly since the Govern- 
ment took office. There has cer- 
tainly been a big improvement in 
the public sector accounts - a 
current deficit equivalent to 3 per 
cent of GDP in 1996/7 has been 
transformed into a surplus of 0.5 
per cent in 1998/9. 

The Treasury estimate that 
almost three-fifths of this turn- 
around has been generated fay 
restraint on public spending, and 
that tax chmiges and economic 
growth have each contributed just 
over a fifth. 


PLANNED GROWTH IN PUBLIC SPENDING 


4 m total managed 

■ expenditure 


3 H TMEot 

■ debt interest 



It is no surprise to find a Labour 
chancellor being tough on public 
spending. Of the three previous 
post-war chancellors who man- 
aged to cut real discretionary 
spending, two were Labour (Eoy 
Jenkins and De nnis Healey). 

Howeven Mr Brown is planning 
to take the brakes off. A significant 
increase in public spending taom 
1999/00 was announced last June 
- a profile which was reaffirmed 
in November and again last week. 

Having fallen slightly in the 
last two years, total managed 
expenditure is projected to grow 
by almost 3 per cent in real terms, 
on average, in the next two years. 

If we exclude felling interest 
payments on the national debt, 
which may largely be saved or 


reinvested by their recipients, 
average real growth is close to 4 
per cent This could contribute 
roughly 0.6 per cent per annum to 
GDP growth. 

The plans have long been 
known in outline, and so attract- 
ed little new attention last week. 
Much of the increase in spending 
takes the form of capital invest- 
ment, and so is excluded from the 
projections of the widely-watched 
cyclically-adjusted Budget bal- 
ances published in the Financial 
Statement and Budget Report 

Meanwhile, of the tax changes 
since 1996/97, perhaps half is ac- 
counted for by the abolition of tax 
credits on dividends. The bulk of 
this revenue win have been raised 
from pension funds, which were in 


rude financial health to begin 
with. Relatively few consumers 
were ever going to be asked to pay 
higher pension contributions as a 
result of these tux increases, and 
the tax is unlikely to have had 
much, if any, impact on aggregate 
demand. 

Mr Brown's fiscal projections 
are plausible. He may even be 
underestimating the scale of the 
current Budget surplus to begin 
with, and the risk of a fiscal '‘Mack 
bole” re-emerging suddenly re- 
mains modest 

The medium-term rules 
according to which he is conduct- 
ing fiscal policy are also as prudent 
as we could wish for. But the com- 
ing upturn in public spending, 
and the feet that consumers are 
not realty feeling much of a tax 
squeeze on their incomes to begin 
with, represents another reason 
for believing that economic growth 
will rebound solidly through the 
millennium. And if it does, it will 
eventually take interest rates with 
it 

It is not the Bonk of England's 
job to engineer a smooth glide path 
into European monetary union, but 
simply to keep inflation risk under 
control There have boon two in- 
terest rate cycles since 1994: there 
is plenty of time for another. 


Kevin Gardiner is a senior 
economist and executive director 
at Morgan Stanley Dean IVitter 
He is writing in a personal 
capacity. 
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WARREN BUFFETT the leg- 
endary American investment 
guru, yesterday reported a 48 
per cent jump in earnings at his 
investment vehicle, Betahire 
Hathaway but warned he was 
still struggling to find good 
shares with long-term appeaL 
In Ms annual letter to share- 
holders, Mr Buffett admitted 
Berkshire’s performance was 
“hot as good as ft looks”, .with 
most of the gams corning from 
issuing - shares hr subsidiary 
companies. 

M) Afr Buffett whose bornefyut- 

~(terances have earned him the 
nickname Sage of Omaha, said 
his equity portfolio had under- 
performed the S&P 500 index 
and derided his own decision to 
sell £30m of shares in McDon- 
alds at the start of 1998. Shares 
in McDonalds returned 62 per 
cent over the year 
“My derision to sell Mc- 
Donalds was a very big mis- 
take," he wrote. “Overall, you 
would have been better off last 
year if I had regularfy snuefc off 
to the movies during market 
hairs." 



Buffett: Equity portfolio 
underperformed S&P 500 


Mr Buffett said he and Ms 
vice-chairman, Charies Mungo; 
were struggling to find stocks 
with long-tom appeaL But he 
avoided a repeat of remarks he 
made earlier fids month ana US 
talk show, when he said market 
valuations were “high by historic 
standards". 

He also foiled to disclose 
theoutconwrilai^bigbpro- 
file investments in sflvei; oil and 
bonds, except to say he had 
“eliminated certain of the po- 


sitions discussed last year and 
added certain others". 

Mr Buffett said in February 
last year he had spent 3650m 
buying 129.7 ounces of 
sflvei; dose to a quarter of an- 
nual world output, calculating 
demand would outpace pro- 
duction. The price of aim- has 
since fallen by 15 per cent. 

At the start of 1998, Berk- 
shire Hathaway also held 
1 $4.6ba ' in : ^ero-coupbir Tlea- 
smy bonds. US regulators' 
records show the cbb^riysdld 
'■ $2<jMi during 1 fheyeac' 

Since he took over as head 
of Berkshire Hathaway in 1965, 
Mr Buffett has grown the value 
of the company’s book value 
from 919 to $37,801 a share, 
much of it through holdings in 
Coca-Cola, American Express 
andGiilette- 

Mr Buffett’s annual report 
shows he ditched a bolding in 
Citigroup, the^ world’s biggest fi- 
nancial services company, 
worth around $lbn. His pur- 
chases included GenerM Re, the 
US reinsurance giant, far ¥l6hn. 


a$l5bncash stockpile which may 
be used for a large acquisition. 
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■Diageo, the world's biggest 
drinks company is set to sell 
Cinzano as part of a dear-out 
ofunderperfonnfag European 
hrands. The dear-out, which 
also includes the sale of 
Gfreek, German and Italian 
brandies, is expected to raise 
£U0m. The chinks company 
this month raised £2i8mfrani 
the sale of 14 North American 


cause of a 12-month gap be- 
tween the abolition of the 
married couple’s allowance 
and the introduction of the 
new children’s tax credit 
Economists and accountants 
criticised the Treasury for 


that the tax credit would 
replace the allowance 
immediately. 




43 per cent gain, partly by is- 
suing stock in subsi d iaries 
when the market was willing 
to pay more than the assets 

were worth. 

■European interest rates are 
set to be cut from 3 per cent 
to 2.75 per cent in the wake of 
the resignation last week of 
Oscar Lafontaine. Germany’s 
finance ministeK. However; 
the cut will be put off until the 


l Mirror Group has written to 


for the sale of its 19 per cent 
stake in Scottish Media Gtaoup 
for tLlOm. The approval is 
necessary under Takeover 
panel rules because of the 
; group’s status as a takeover 
target Trinity one of the com- 


has complained to the Band 


The Observer 


BMW-'£i5Qm'to build a new 


■ The Office of Fair Trading 
may ask News International 
to give an undertaking not to 
cut the price of The Kmes; the 

pa p er gaM. -T nhn Rp rij i»»mww t 

the director general of Hair 
Trading; has been advised a 
referral to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission will 
be on safer legal ground if NI 
has turned down Ihe request 

■ Co-Operative Retail Ser- 
vices is (dose to. agreeing a 
deal to sell 4i’ department 
stores to Helical Bai; the prop- 
erty company for £75m. Heli- 
cal is thought to be the 
front-runner among I2 .hid- 


tral Bank’s governing councfl 
on 8 April. 




THE SUNDAY TIMES 


■ The Government is set to 
offer BMW £20 0m towards 
the £L5hn-plus cost of trans- 
forming Rover’s Longhridge 
factory and creating a new 
family of medium-sized cars. 
■Dresdber Banfcis looking for 


bridge, the plant's 

tonfHwm survival. The final 


the high street as living. 


battle in French banking. 
Dresdner is considering a bid 
fin* Bank Nationale de Paris, 
which last week launched a 
hostile bid for both Socfete 
GAn&rale and Paribas. 


r uamuuinuiiiyttWUI, 

including local authority 
grants. Senior BMW execu- 
tives, who have said they wiH 
invest £L5bn if thsy decide to 
build the new models in the 
UK, will weigh the offer 
against a subsidy package 
°®ered by the -Hunga rian 

government 

* The Government fa set to 

collect a cl«hx windfall be- 


SUNIMVA feliSl i\ KSS 


■ Warren Buffet the invest- 
ment guru known as the Sage 
of Omaha, has beaten the 
S&P 500 index for the 18th 
year running But he. also 
owned up to a losing year an 
the^ worid’s markets. Mr Buf- 
fet's investment company 
Berkshire Hathaway made a 


■A nbn bid battle for Man- 
chester United pic could be 
sparked by new forecasts on 

the future of pay-per-view TV 
A report commissioned fay 
Premiership dubs is to sug- 
gest that pay-per-view rev- 
enues should add between 
£5Qm and £100m to Manches- 
ter United’s annual profits. 
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HP OmniBook XE FT719W 

* Intel® Celeron 1 * 4 Processor 266MHz 

* 32MB Memory * 4.1GB Hard Disk 

• 24x CD-ROM " 12.1" SVGA-HPA 

• 56Kbps modem 
•Windows 98 


EX.VAT 



HP DESKJET j340C 

* Lig ht weight; compact; portable printer 

* HP Resolution Enhancement technology (REt) 

* Print speed;- up to 3ppm blade & white 

- up to 4mSn/pafje colour 

* Prints up bo 500 pages per month 

* HP Infrared Adapter QrDA compliant) 
on parallel port 

* HP N1CAD rechargeable battery - prints TOO 
sheets per charge 


Buy an HP OmniBook XE 4 
with an HP DeskJet 340C ^ 
colour printer for just 



£999 £1104 

Save over £901 


m 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


OmniBook XE usual price £939 ex. VAT, £1104 inc VAT 
HP DeskJet 340C usual price £154 ex VAT, £181 inc VAT 
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Rejuvenated Easdaq No table-dancing for Mayfair 
plans Nasdaq listing WHO’S 

Alfliougfr Euroland is spawning ■* a t-tj ^ i i 
modi more cros&borderiovEStmfint VV ilvyiVl 


the powers behind the weald's 

many stock markets are not in the 
habit of accepting the rigours of a 
share quote - particularly on some- 
arr'^se’s stock exchange. But Eas- 
daVthe fledging pan European 


stock 

market week 


pluQgeintheriesttwoyeazs.ltisli]te- 
tyto seeka presence on its role model 
ex c hange - Nasdaq, the IK market 
which never tires of reminding the 
worid (rf its Bill Gates connectioiL 
The moves towards listing its own 
shares come at a time wb«i Easdaq 
is indulging in a suJden burst of ac- 
tivity after what most observers re- 
gard as a rather subdued first 30 
months of existence. The market has 
40 constituents, quoted in the cur- 
ra^ of tiieirchoB^ with a ccanhioed 
worth of some £7-5bn_ These must, 
however; have been hopes that the 
number would be comfixtBbfr above 
the half century tjy thus stage of the 
market's development 
Nasdaq is raising £l8m from ex- 
yffxtQ- and new shareholders and 
roims to be wimungoverlsa^ com- 
panies ^riiich hitherto had flavoured 
Nasdaq, a small shareholder in Eas- 
daq. The next recruit will be IT In- . 



TTPPEK" Pa TXT of course, be on Easdaq. 

JLHSJK.E.IV Jl AliN OnJvooe.Enron«mma 


This could be due to the cost of 
traffing gtiumgb it could be the im- 


dnema chain, with Supercam, a soft- 
ware gnxq>mvcdvedm passports and 
visas, due shortly afterwards. 
Easdaq sees itself as a market 


btrt is prepared to spread its net far 
and wide. British awstitaentsmdirfe 
Debonair; the airfine^ width is flie only 
share traded in sterling, and 
Grainger Telecom. 

Memory Corporation, the axn- 
putergrcuq) which had an evodfidiwt 
ultimately disastrous time on the 
Stock Exchange's Alternative In- 
vestment Market is the only com- 
pany to switch from a Loudon listing 
K^asdaq, a journey which (fid not 
pcovide universal eqjqyment. 

Britain's Dr Solomon's, producing 
anti-virus software products, was 
the founder member; it has sinrg 
gone out in a blaze of gkwy through 
a takeover bid 

Although it is based in Brussels, 
Easdaq has a strong British repre- 
sentation. Its shareholders indude 
stockbroker Beeson Gregory and 
approachingSO domestic investment 
groups are members. The latest to 
sign up is Hoodless Brennan, which 
specialises in dealing tor small in- 
vestors. 

It is estimated that around 80 per 
cent of Easdacfs volume is provided 
lyinfititntinrMl investors with private 
iOipl^ vi l d ( J ^ »TV^mt ingfrirfiiArpwt 

But there to not much interest from 
Britain's big private array. 


tors outside Easdaq’s control. For 
example, the cost of nominee ac- 

crBmfB- esfiMtfial oldfeshfaced 

paper goes out of the window - are 
not the responsibility of the Ex- 
change. The expense of a small 
£1,000 execution-only deal is high by 
British standards. It would cost 
aroumi ^ wito a cn^oc!y diarge of 
£30 tor a year orpart .of a year 

The arrival ofHoodless Brennan 
could be a dear in dication that the 
market intends to court Britain’s 
private investors and there could be 
an attack on the cost structure. 

It is, however relatively simple to 
deal All a private investor should 
need to do is contact his stockbroker 
who, ifnot amembei; puts the (H-der 
t h rough a member firm which, in 
turn, trades with the recognised 


there are still almost 30 equity mar- 
kets in Europe, mostly with sbaipfy 

(Efferent accounting and regulatory ]OHN 
systens.Eaaiaq feds it should seek ^ r~'/~\r'v 

its primary share presence on an- WILLVjV-JV^iN. 

other market as it should be seen to 

be prepared to accept the oBsdpEnes 
of a “foreign* exchange, even me 

which is something Of a minor THE RESCUE of the Berkeley 
image But it is fikdy there will also Playhouse Club, a table- dancing 
be a secondary listing and that will, venue In London's Mayfair which 
tf course, be on Easdaq. went bust last November; has come 

Only one European market, Stock- unstuck. The administrator of the 
hohaisaquotedoperatkouMostare chib has launched legal action 
member-owned co-operatives or against the proposed buyer of the 
controlled by financial T yTStifirtirim! mllapsad rwmp a ny 
London’s Stock Exchange thought The dub was launched in swish 

about a share quote but eventually Berkeley Square two years ago. It 

dropped the idea. It has around 350 floated on Ofex in March 1997 al 


corporate members. 


i HOp, rose to 125p but then fell to 


Kingfisher, the Comet to Wool- 62dp before dropping out of the 
worth’s tiiain, win underiine the in- market. 

creasing Europeanisation of the The dub's wealthy investors 
investment scene by announcing its were unable to stop it from going 
year’s figures in Baris on Wednesday into administration last autumn. 



The idea is to illustrate the group’s and company rescue specialist 
role as a pan-European retailer Nick Miller of Kingston Smith & Two film companies have fallen out over a deal to distribute works, including Luciano tavarotti's 


market makers. Half-a-dozen leading oeers reporting. 


private cheat brokers, although not 
members, have incficatedthdr will- 
ingness to talm on Easdaqbusmesa. 

The market is screen-based, 
quote-driven and uses the mnHfpte 

r naHr*>»-malrPT system, rimilar tO 

Nasdaq and the stretches of the 
London market not on the conqiut- 
erised order book. * 


Its French Darty retailing spread Partners has been seeking a buyer 
is expected to outperform the British ever since, 
side with profits up 12 per cot to The dub owed £i0m when it 
£L20m.B&Q, the do-ifryourself chain, went down, around a quarter tf that 
win produce the best homegrown to private investors. A building 
contribution with an 8 per cent gam firm Faith Dean, was owed £2m 
to £175m. Overall Kingfisher; befieve after the cost of refurbishing the 
BT AlexBrown, wifi achieve profits building rose to £43 m. Another 
tf£S59.2m, an U per cent gain. £Llm is outstanding to other cred- 

Otha- leaders on the prefits sebed- itors after a downstairs restau- 
ide i flrfnde SmHhg TriAnfrfrww rant foiled to catch on. 

TMewetfConrnnmkatians.Midcqps JTLiy Johnson, the former Page 
are prominait with a dutch tf engi- Three model, organised the dub’s 
oeers reporting. team tf scantily-clad table dancers. 


Smith, wiih aerospace and mescal Club members induded property two-year-old deal to distribute 
interests, is expected to produce in- tycoon Peter Beckwith, father of works by artists ranging from 


fair Centrefold a company which he 
described as having “Middle East- 
ern connections”. 

Now the sale is in disarray, and 
Mr Miller is suing Mayfair Cen- 
trefold for repossession of the 
dub’s premises at 15 Berkeley 
Square, as wefl as another building 
at 35 Dover Street, also in the 
West End. 

TWO INDEPENDENT film and video 
companies have fallen out over a 
two-year-old deal to distribute 


500 — 
450 1— 
400-1- 
350 -J- 
300 \ 
250 3 

200 --A 


share price, pence 


EUROTUNNEL 


terim figures nudging 000m a^inst “It” girl Tamar a Beckwith. 
£893maDdTfelew«5t > asbefiIsahi0i- Mr Miller told investors they 
tech cable company with a roaraway were unlikely to see much of their 
siare price, wiD check to wi& another moneyback. Then at the torn tf the 
loss, say £300m. fittie changed from year he started negotiating with a 
the deficit managed ayear ago. Else- little-known business called May- 
where e ngin eers Cobham should - 
manage £82 jh (£52Jm) and Charter 

£823m, down from £941m. 

Brent Chemical could reveal the ¥? C 
amdusion of its long-running take- Mi l HHiN L cl JV* 
over talks whenk announces figures, 
perhaps £p Rm against £93m. La- 

porte, where tdrao v e rw idspers have boots THE CHEMISTS win open its 
been heard, should manage little first three chiropody centres today 


Pavarotti to tile Sex Pistols, and on 
subjects as various as The Titanic 
to the Battle of Arnhem. 

Castle Music, which was 
bought last year by Rutland TTust, 
the corporate finance and invest- 


ment group, is suing Eagle Rock 
Entertainment over a written 
agreement dated 1 April 1997 under 
which Eagle Rock agreed to act as 
Castle’s exclusive worldwide agent 
for a period of seven years. 

Eagle was to procure deals with 
third parties to distribute, license 
and exploit the large number of 
films and other audio visual media 
owned or controlled by Castle. 

Castle is now claiming that 
Eagle R ock signed a lot of deals 
with third parties without referring 
back to Castle first as agreed under 
their contract 

Fbr instance, Castle is com- 
plaining that Eagle Rod allowed a 
third party to release a digital 
versatile disc (DVD) titled Pouarot- 
ti - The Event, which replaced 


Castle's logo with that of Eagle 
Rock - “so as to misleadingly give 
the impression that the defendant, 
not the plaintiff, was the owner," 
says Castle. 

Castle also alleges that Eagle 
Rock toiled to submit all the art- 
work to various films it distributed 
on behalf of the former, including 
Russia in Space part one. Hitter 
Youth, and Fbcfce-Widfe 190. 

Castle is applying to the court for 
a declaration that the whole deal 
has been validly terminated. 

Castle's writ is in reply to a 
previous writ launched by Eagle 
against Castle at the end of last 
month, in a separate wrangle over 
the copyright to an album by The 
Stray Cats titled Chao Choo Hot 
Fish . 


Boots takes a step into the foot business 


rhnngw ri p rofit s tf 


I as it continues its espansioiiintore- 


ogmwm 1- 

94 95 - 96 97 98 99 


Eurotunnel, up lip to 9&5p, the lated health services, 
highest for more than two years on The first three chiropody centres 

Friday; is expected to be in the black win open in Crawley; Manchester 
today — a profit of £60m against a and BurtnzHx^ltent today. A further 
£80Qm-plus loss last time is the two centres wffl open at Bluewater 
guess. But it is all something tf anil- Park, near Dartibrd, on Thesday and 
bison. EaxptknaliteDisfiDbed to toe Chester in May TbepQot stores will 
group’s detf restructuring are large- be assessed before a natiootfroD out 


ly responsible. 


i is given the go-ahead. 


By nigel Cope 
A ssociate (Sty Editor 

Boots has been looking at sev- 
eral ways of taking advantage of the 
strength of the Boots brand in the 
health sector Its first dental-care 
practice wffl open in Milton Keynes 
in May as part of an attack on the 
fragmented dentistry market. 

Boots already has a chain of op- 
ticians in addition to its 1,200- 


strong Pham tf chemist stores. It 
said its chiropody services would be 
undertaken by, or under the 
supervision of, state-registered 
chiropodists. 

Boots is investing £tin in the pro- 
ject It soys the chiropody market 
was worth £200m last yean 

Richard Holmes, Boots’ director 
of healthcare businesses, said: 
“This trial is another example of 
Boots exploring ways in which it 


Incentive schemes getting tougher 


COMPANIES ARE being forced 
to impose tougher conditions on 
directors’ incentive schemes 
because of pressure from 
shareholders, according to a 
survey published today. 

The survey, by New Bridge 
Street Consultants, showed 55 
per cent tf all new executive 
share option schemes were 
demanding an annual rise in 
earnings per share of more 
than 3 per cent above inflation. 

In a quarter of new 
schemes, the target was high- 
er than that figure. Until re- 
fflntty, the overwhelming 
uBiority tf executive schemes 


By Andrew verity 

had a target tf 2 per cent 
above inflation. 

New Bridge Street, a man- 
agement consultancy, advises 
more than SO per cent of FTSE 
100 companies on executive re- 
muneration. The authors of 
its survey said pressure from 
institutional shareholders lay 
behind the tougher targets. 

The survey said long-term 
incentive plans adopted last 
year had higher potential 
awards than in previous years. 
But the trend towards such 
schemes, prompted ly the 


Greenbury Committee’s re- 
port into executive pay, was 
slowing. 

In 1998, 60 per cent of com- 
panies granted long-term 
plans, against 57 per cent in 
1997 and 50 per cent in 1996. 

FTSE 100 companies were 
much more Bkely to have long 
term plans than Mid-250 
Stocks, which nwrwh rimmgly 

used share options. 

Most share option schemes 
still used earnings per share as 
the criterion of succ ess. Only 
20 per cent of FTSE 100 com- 
panies and 13 per cent of Mid- 
250 companies used total 


shareholder return, bench- 
marked against the perfor- 
mance tf an index. 

In contrast, long-term in- 
centive plans typically allo- 
cated free shares paid for by 
the company handed out to ex- 
ecutives meeting targets mea- 
sured by total shareholder 
return. 

Mark Anderson, director tf 
New Bridge Street, said: “The 
s u r vey shows clearly that the 
‘pay for performance’ strategy 
which lay at the heart of the 
Greenbury Committee’s re- 
port has had a major impact in 
this area.” 


TimeS 


can build on its strong health and 
beauty offer.” 

He said the centres would offer 
a combination of clinical services 
and “pampering footcare treat- 
ments”. 

Separately Boots has been ex- 
panding its chemists operations 
overseas. It has opened stores in 
the Netheriands and is examining 
options is other European markets. 
It has also targeted Thailand. 







Save time and money by using our high 
performance 366-2 notebook which includes 
64Mb RAM and fast 6.4Gb hard disk fbr just 
£1099 + VAT or only £36.09 per month on our 
low APR plan. 

Order the Exec model now and pay nothing 
until the year 2000 on our 
No Deposit, Interest Free option! 

Time Mobile Office™ /tss. 


Companies reporting and economics diary for the week ahead 


TODAY 

Finals: Burfbrd, Eurotunnel, La- 
porta Spirax-Sarca ASW Bovs, 
Braton* Mobank, Linden, Nat- 
ural Buflcferg Materials, MSB Re- 
taB Systems, Fkfceroid, Shaspe 
& Ffehet; Ugianct WteBngton 
Interims; Superscape, Bench- 
mark Group, JouxJan 
Economics:. Machine toots 
M. Ecodn meefing in Brussels 

TUESDAY 

Finals: Bodyccte. Britax. Char- 


tet Coca-Cola Beverages. Com- 
putacenter, Telewest, Brammer, 
Capital Corp. Derwent Valey, Fi- 
nancial Objects, Finley (James), 
Headlam, Simon, Tudor 
Interims*. Wolssley. Dodfog 
Kinclersley 

Economics: PSNCR (Feb) 
WEDNESDAY 

Finals: Brixton Estates, Devro, 
Hepworth, Kingfisher, Birm- 
ingham Mkfshires building 
society. Cfydeport Gibbs & 


Dandy, Orifiame 
Interims: Smiths Industries, Wer 
Group, Sirdar 

Economics: Bank of England 
MPC mfrutes (Mar), Labour mar- 
ket statistics (Feb) 

THURSDAY 

Finals: British Borneo Ol. Cob- 
ham, Geest, John Laing, Kwk- 
Ftt, National Express, St James 
Place Capital, WM Morrison Su- 
permarkets, ChurchB China, Di- 
alog, Hanover International 


Interims; Cortecs, FW Thorpe, 
Town Centre Securities 
Economics: Retal sates (Feb) M4 
provisional (Feb), Biicfog societies 
figures (Febjt Motor vehicle pro- 
duction (Feb), MBBG lending 
(Feb) Engineering turnover (Jan) 

FRIDAY 
Hnah Hertys 

Interim: Fortnum & Masai 
Economics: Consumer cxmfv 

dence survey (Mat) Federation cf 
Srnal Business amual conference 
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81.45%* growth in just over 3 years from 
the All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
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Literary bantamweight hits below the belt 


THERE WAS a big conference in 
Hammersmith last weekend, on 
filing standards in British arts and 
education. It was called “Culture 
Wars: Dumbing Down or Wising 
Up?” I was asked to take part in a 
discussion of the Western canon, 
that vast shelf of Literary tests 
that have become accepted as 
“classics'' because they’re still 
taught on the Eng lish syllabus or 
because tiie reading public has A 
kept them in print down the 
years from sheerenthusi- 
asm. helped by the odd 
TV dramatisation with 
screenplay by Andrew Davies and 
frocks by the Acme Plunge-Une 
Drawstring Bodice Ltd. 

Four of us (two academics, a 
novelist-lecturer and D pondered 
whether the Parnassian Premier 
League of book titles was still the 
best ofcgect of literary study for mod- 
ern youth. It's been a bone of con- 
tention for 20 years that most of the 
authors deemed worthy of study, 
from Chaucer to Chekhov, are 
dead, white European males, or 
Dwems, as they've been sarcasti- 
cally christened by academics who 
would like to see other voices - 
black writing, women's writings - 
represented, to give a dearer world 
picture of creative literature rather 
the standard hierarchies. 

When it was my turn, I banged 
on about the tentative canonisation 
of novels and poetry collections in 
the books pages of the British 
press, and bow the evaluation of the 
better and the best was a natural 
human response. I talked about 
how great writers, from Coleridge 
to Solzhenitsyn, still found audi- 
ences who crammed debating hails 
from Edinburgh to Hay-on-Wye, 
keen to learn more about their 
lives, and to be steered towards a 
fresh look at their finest works. .. 

A question from the floor. A 
Professor of English at Manches- 
ter Metropolitan University said 
how nice to have a literary jour- 
nalist around, in this academic 
goitre, and to bear his exciting 
views. (Uh-oh). fascinating, he 
went on, to learn there were peo- 
ple alive who considered there 
were still such things as “master- 
pieces" and “classics”. He grew elo- 
quent about the sighting of a 
dinosaur such as t who actually 
bought this elderly stuff about nov- 
els being flowerings of the h uman 
imagination, when, since 1971, he'd 
been teaching The Death of the 
Grand Narrative. ‘■Where, 7 ’ he con- 
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Walsh 
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eluded, “has Mr Walsh been for the 
last 30 years?” It was something of 
a poser on a quiet Sunday after- 
noon. How had I missed these ex- 
citing developments in literary 
theory, that had comprehensively 
trashed Middlemarch and Tom 
Jones, remaindered Ulysses and 
Madame Bovary and sent The 
Idiot to the great skip in the sky? 
There's not much you can do when 
told you've missed the boat, criti- 
cally speaking, for most of your 
working life. “How on earth," I re- 
sponded crossly, “have you missed 
the culture of appreciation over the 
last 15 years - the explosion of lit- 
erary festivals, the rise of readers 7 
groups, the flood of new prizes, 
sponsored by commercial firms 


who smell an exploitable public in- 
terest, the popular academic re- 
viewers who assume that some 
books and their authors are 'great* 
and wili remain so?" It seemed odd, 
I snarled, that the popular re- 
sponse to literature seemed to be 
less susceptible to changes of fash- 
ion than that of university depart- 
ments. “Would you call 30 years a 
fashi on?" said toe professor sleek- 
ly. Then everyone else piled in. 

Was I right? It’s been bothering 
me all week. Once, in toe mid-i9th 
century, studying literature at uni- 
versity was considered a freakish 
and idle pursuit like doing a PhD 
on Australasian Soap Opera these 
days. Now there's talk of joining Lit- 
erature courses to Cultural Stud- 
ies courses as a joint discipline, and 
the business of reading and re- 
sponding to the best books ever 
written is to be downgraded all ova: 
again. What a mercy one doesn't 
have to be an English student now 
(and certainly not at Manchester 
Metropolitan University). Better 
perhaps, lobe out in the real world, 
where you can pic* holes in Anna 
Karenina, or cry up the virtues of 
Confessions q fa Justified Sinner 
without being told you're wasting 
your time worrying about the 
“quality" of either One goes to Aris- 
ta tie (below) at these trying mo- 
ments. “The many judge better, 
about both music and poetiy,” he 
wrote in the Politics, “The crowd 
judges much better than any indi- 
vidual, whoever he may be.” Even 
a university professor 


AT 4AM yesterday morning, I lis- 
tened as a brace of ponderous ^ 

black boxers slugged it 
out together for the 
edification of a mass 
audience avid for 
some British glory. I 
refer of course to 
Frank Bruno and faf f - . ^ 

Chris Eubank, both wjEfcSgsBPr* 
of whom featured on 'T 

Talk Radio's exclusive vw 
coverage of the big fight in t Hi 

Madison Square Garden, 

It was quite an ex- 
perience. Once 
we’d got past . ;.i : - 

round seven, all / . * 

pretence at jp* 
objectivity from f ' .9 

the British \ 
commentators 
hit the canvas, k 
“Holyfield is get-'' 


ting slaughtered here,” said Eu- 
bank excitedly. “It’s absolutely fab- 
ulous. Pve never seen Lewis box so 
welL" “There's a swelling to Holy- 
field’s right brow," reported Jim 
Rosenthal with glee. “He came 
into toe ring singing; the only 
singing now is in his right ear.” He 
chuckled. “Lewis is set to become 
toe first undisputed British boxing 
world champion of the century.’’ 

Eubank went all dreamy. Tve 
never seen ton s opoised. He's like 
a ballet dancer up there. It’s all 
about poise. The first one to lose his 
poise loses the fight” There were 
a number of sibilan ts in this out- 
burst My radio was drenched in 
saliva. 

Over to Frank Bruno at Ihlk 
Radio HQ In Oxford Street, London. 
“’E's punishin’ ’Ollyfield,” said 
Frank. “Doin’ a wickid number on 
* 110 . It’s beau’iful to watch. Just as 
long as Lennox don't get lacfy- 
daysicaL" 

By now we were at round nine. 
“A good left hook there from Holy- 
field," said Rosenthal, reminding us 
there was still some boxing going 
on. “but I make it six rounds to two 
to Lewis.” Eubanks ad hominem 
approach to toe noble art contin- 
ued. “Lewis just getting better 
looking as he goes along," he 
breathed. “If you could see Holy- 
field’s face, he just looks bhid- 
geonedS General agreement 
among toe Brits. “This is going to 
be an historic moment" 

In the tenth, someone noticed a 
cut on Lewis’s nose, but nobody 
worried about that Not when 
“Holyfield is only punching in 
spurts. His right eye is closing.” 

(Rosenthal) and “What a 
beautiful fight He's doin' 
a brilliant job, know 
what I mean?” 
»$$$£ fBrunQ) - The com- 
mentary had shrunk 
from being a de- 
scr 4 1 ti on of a bout, to 
a simple reiteration: 
“He’s going to win, 
he's going to win. Oh 
look a jab, he's going to 
win." 

they were 
virtually 
breaking 

q m Ju' Z ^9 out the 

champagn e 

fA 'Jr “I think 

Lennox has got 
- this wrapped up," 
Eubank. “It’s a 







Eubank (left) and Bruno: Fighting to protect British honour; live on radio 


Mirror 


wonderful performance." Round 12. 
the last round, and “Chris Eubank 
is on his feet so are hundreds of 
British fens. There are Union jacks 
dying everywhere.” 

It was surprising, on the whole, 
to hear that Evander was still in the 
ring or indeed the building, *Tm not 
worried about Holyfield now,” said 
Chris. “He's a spent force." 

The match ended. All agreed it 
was a privilege to have been at such 
a notable victory. “Nobody’s ever 
done ft, all century" said Rosenthal 

in flmaygmgnJ, though nothing had 

actually been done yet. “Lewis,” 
said Bruno in London, T2 made it 
aB fcokso easy ’Etodawidridjob.” 
•There’s only one decision possible 
here,” said Eubank. 


Then the referee announced 
toe decision. It was a draw. Three 
judges, three different marks. The 
British judge, Larry O’Connell, 
made it 115-115. “This is the most 
disgraceful thing," said Frank 
Bruno, sounding suddenly like a cir- 
cuit judge. “It’s daylight robbery. 
They should be ashamed of them- 
selves." 

Eubank went further “This is a 
travesty against justice. Larry 
O’Connell scored a draw and bis 
paymasters are going to have to an- 
swer;" he filmed. It was surprising 
they didn’t produce an instant con- 
spiracy theory about toeperfidious 
Irish rig&ng toe votes. Bruno and 
Eubank went off sounding asif 
■ they’d like to bash up'Sbm&ody. 

• -.ft' ??*.-. . w 


There’s nothing worse than a fore- 
gone conclusion which isn't 


WHEN I confessed last week to my 
unhealthy passion for the new Fan- 
tastic Plastic Elastic chair by Ron 
Arad, I didn't realise dozens of you 
would demand to know where to get 
one. Ibis is not a consumer column, 
thank you very much, but a display 
case of cutting-edge transmedial 
analysis. I am a surfer of the Zeit- 
geist ears attuned to the charivari 
of modem life. I am not here to flog 
furniture. But if you must know they 
cost £125 and come in numerous 
colours from Artworks, 21-22 Upper 
St, Islington London Nl (0171-359 
4778) . And they really are gorgeous 
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| if you would fike to help to see even more breakthroughs, pfease complete > 
j (Ms coupon or caff freejrfione 0800 CANCER (0800 226 237). tfranfcyou. j 


ACROSS 

I Abandon TV as childish 
entertainment? (4-2-3-3) 

8 Extension of deadline 
for book production (7) 

9 Built ET to look weird - 
A non-human flier (4-3) 

II After meal, front the 

. band in performance of 
rag (7) 

12 Adult opposed to a basic 
diet, wanting richness (7) 

13 Change side at first to 
faithful prince, maybe (5) 
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14 Be relieved one’s aban- 
doned dilapidated sum- 
merhouse (9) 

16 Coming together to 
study complaint with 
hospital dept (9) 

19 Saying few words, 
leaves loose ends (5) 

21 A bird’s call cut short - 
it’s gone back in - in the 
water? (7) 

23 Problem facing Alexan- 
der not heard of in 
legend (7) 


24 Get angry, after sales- 
man withdraws some 
toiletry (7) 

25 It should protect sewer 
from minor damage (7) 

26 Big day in Missouri (12) 

DOWN 

1 It’s quite a few da 


2 Rig up lining of hood for 
Western female (7) 

3 Sick, say, with bile disor- 
der that can’t be under- 
stood? (9) 

4 Exotic drums strike up 
a note (5) 

5 Rival, one unable to fly 
after a certain time (7) 

6 There’s a fuller descrip- 
tion of such figures (7) 

7 Stif&iess from doing too 
many exercises, eventu- 
ally marked? (7,5) 

10 Wonderful Greek city 
hosting Eastern king 
seen turning up (3,4,5) 

15 Bright one kept in col- 
lege went into action (9) 

17 There’s no charge for 
one’s particular contri-:. . 
bution to physics (7) 

18 Cooked cutlet served 
with English salad (7) 

19 Pretend to have secret- 
ed gold overseas (7) 

20 Can I manage to be - ^ 
friendly? (7) 

22 Make a fuss, missing a A 
Greek island (5) 
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young pups ^ 
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Istabraq’s 
Cheltenham 
quest to join 
the legends 
of the turf 
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Martin Johnsons 
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Paul brothers 
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IT WAS, in most eyes, an okJ-fesh 
loned mugging on Seventh Avenue. 

AA>_ in 1 mm . _ 



_ w MiAAUXg, JjlCUUUX 

Lewis believed he had Evander 
Hoiyfield”s tides in his pocket But 

then came the judges’ vmfict, de- 
priving him of the right to call him- 
self the undisputed heavywei gh t 
champion of the world. 

Later; when the waves of noise 
had died away in the ©ant arena, 
when the fighters and their ret- 






uuiuic ui produce a wm- 

I nerinfeeringhaddefiveredtoEmg 


a tftjbie victory Holyfield and Lewis 
: w- J|ahnost certainly fight again, 
• generating another fortune in pay- 
pe^view receipts. And, thanks to the 
judges whose consensus was unable 
to .split the fighters. King retains a 
grh> on the heavyweight division 
which a Lewis victory would very 
Kkejy have destroyed. 

Not since Sonny Liston quit on his 

• in .. 


24 till 

■ ■ .. . . v m n 


mini " i'.hiir.^vssiuae 

IwiMry . 


Hiii- rawing uj 

Ris,* s;.;\ it: *“ ® e wggBst of all prize fights. Lewis’s 

connections were aghast and angry. 
. . , t v Even HolyfieW’s handlers seemed 

* 14,11 fl h a shed. And the accusations con- 

T I# £ 2 ■ i . ::'VV earning King’s baleful influence 

*i". .. Vl began. ' ' ' 

' L V.'; i-ajd Iff . . 7 ■ bwwtbarwouldnt letme leave 
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. •! . ^^ewthQrwouIdnt letme leave 

'■ ■■■V ^th three belts without trying 

: ; l * • ' :;** “ $ business," Lewis 

Kl ; \ ; : !V:i- w* s^ftamid a notable display of even 
•• iy-illCfl' Others were less moderate. . 

2® is the sport I earn my living 

»«*!kcltf - • Mn ’" Steward, his train- 

Erander Ho?yfield tte P*™* of LeniMK Lewis 

. ..*!«• remirta»w. ^ . .. _ _ 
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. .... .liSr.j 11 uectAritiHH. ~~ 0°°" were none cm the scorecards on Sat- OConnell, representing the World his oerformance extwifcH 

toHo|jifid(rs52, urday night) will be 10-8. A high con- Boxins. Council and naid hv the nmnlp’c nnartatinne T anin <K J «1 
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f2!’r both men at their TX 3 stfiehtnn»« a knock-out . ny^dsaontocaDtbefightas Isee ordertopreserve himself from dan- 
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; ; 'nU ^, tee r^ t j tanlqr know what the overall score is going ^Isnota^SSSS^ 

•ii’V' J |Q) Cbnstodoulwi of South Africa, ap- to be." Snce the result is not deter- btows bin about the r^ht blows at fee 

. ■ .uT 1 '!*/ a few more romS 611011811 to fight pointed by the World Basting Asso- mined by points but by majority, the right time, my scorecard read 

...I* W. Some of thT^r *v- c, *bon, went along with the resultwasadra^ outraging the vast 115-115, like that of the mucfrebused 

1 ^nc e .andfW^^„ Sa ^,°“ er ^omputei; givmg the fi^it to Lewis, majority of observers, whose opinion Larry O’Connell, with five rounds to 

*■ by 116-113. “Lewis’s blows were was based on the punch count each man and two even, 

-;i’> •' • ^ t 5 elf more damaging and be landed more Anyone diooshig to aigue fee The night had begun with a pow- 

‘‘ -i , r' L ; ^f sessed 011 of them,” he said The International case for the outcome of fee judges’ erfbl sense of occasion. The sold-out 

; - louue a in the target area. Boxing Federation judge, Jean decisions is likely to end up looking house included Michael Douglas, 


Spike Lee, Bo Derek, Liam Neeson, 
John F Kennedy Ji; Paul Simon, 
Sarah Jessica Parker; Keith 
Richards, Magic Johnson, John 
McEnroe, Jerry .Seinfeld and the 
Rev Jesse Jackson, plus 7,000 
British fans who joined in a pub- style 

rendenng of fee national anthem led 

by an actual East End publican, 
Harry Brown, and then spent fee 
next hour out-cheering and out- 
chanting fee bemused locals. Pears 
of more direct confrontation went 
happily unfulfilled. 

Lewis confounded his detractors 
by beginning fee evening like an run- 
away express, taking fee fight to 
Holyfield and winning fee first two 
rounds wife a convincing demon- 
stration of his jab, although Holyfield 
came on stronger as each round pro- 


iuu uuc ugm m New York 


grossed. Fbr fee American, the third 
round was always going to be the 
crux of the fight, ance this was when 

he had promised to knock Lewis out 

He certainly did his darndest, mov- 
ing up through fee gears as he 
crowded Lewis into a corner, trying 
to catch him wife left hooks. By sur- 
viving feat tumultuous onslaught, 
Lewis had dismantled Holyfield's 
only strategy “There is no Plan B," 
fee American had said before fee 
fight, and from then on be was mak- 
ing it up as he went alon g 
Both arrested in round four be- 
fore Lewis took up the initiative in 
fee fifth. Backing Holyfield on to the 
ropes, he unleashed a sequence of 
long right hands to fee head, trying 

to measure Holyfield for the big one. 
This was Lewis's best chance, but 


AI Bello/AUsport 
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he failed to capitalise on it Jean 
Williams’s decision to score this 
round. Lewis’s best 10-9 to Holyfield 
represented the night’s biggest ab- 
surdity. The fighters resumed a 
mutual caginess in the sixth, with 
Lewis well ahead as the fight 
reached its half-way mark, having 
succeeded in preventing Holyfield 
from getting inside and engaging 
him at dose quarters. But there was 
a sign of the continuing threat from 
Holyfield when fee American, hav- 
ing pressed Lewis, suddenly with- 
drew, sucking his opponent towards 
him before striking wife great sud- 
denness. But Lewis was alert 
enough to evade fee dangec 
made further gains in fee seventh, 

landing several good long rights and 

Continued on page 9 
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2/FOOTBALL 


THEINDEPENDENTT 


Trust in the game can pay great dividends 

-1- W VwJ . . in the new mill 



I WORKED with the FbothaO 
Grounds Improvement Trust 
when it was established by the 
then Minister for Sport, Denis 
Howell in 1975 and later for al- 
most 20 years with its succes- 
sor the Fbotball Trust So I was 
delighted when the noted Raith 
Rovers fen, Gordon Brown, en- 
sured the survival of the Trust 
last week by further cutting the 
pools betting tax in his Budget 
The football pools have been 
competing manfully with the 
National Lottery, so the reduc- 
tion in tax (now 175 per cent) 
means they can streamline 
their operations while main- 
taining their £8m annual con- 
tribution to the Fbotball Trust 
The Sbotbamtusts is a spec- 
tacular success stay. Little over 
10 years ago, a leading news- 


paper proclaimed in an editor- 

ial that football was a slum 
sport watched by shim people in 
glum stadiums. The game bad 


by a succession of crowd 
tragedies and awful outbreaks 
of violence on the terraces. 

John Major first reduced 
the pools betting duty in 1990. 
thus releasing a flow of funds 
used to implement the Taylor 
Report Latterly the Fbotball 
Trust has been partly funded 
through the proceeds of a three 
per cent reduction in the tax. 

New grounds have been 
built, new stands have gone 19, 
and terraces in the lower divi- 
sions have been made safer 
The Trust has contributed 
£300m to the game. Fbotball 
has been transformed. 


The Taylor work is now al- 
most complete and the Trust 
was fearing for its survival. 
Comprising representatives 
from all the msgor football bod- 
ies, it bolds a uniquely inde- 
pendent position capable of 
giving help to die game at all 
levels throughout the UK 
Government and football 
should now come together to 
forge a new, longer-term future 
for the Thirtm the millennium. 

There is so much to be done 
and fee Fbotball Triist chaired 
by Labour MP Tom Pendiy, the 
former shadow spokesman for 
sport, can play avital role. 

Already the Premier League 
helps Fbotball League dubs. It 
provkfesClQmayearfarQ 
of excellence and ground im- 
provements up to the year 20QL 



Graham 

Kelly 


Provided the Premier 
League can resist the chal- 
lenge from the Office of Fair 
Trading to its authority to ne- 
gotiate television contracts on 
behalf of its dubs, it should con- 
tinue aiding the game's lesser 


brethren through the Fbotball 
Trust 

Clubs in the lower leagues 
will always need help with 
safety and improvement work. 
And below tee professional 
levels, the grass roots of fbot- 
baE are crying out for help. Ten 
thousand sports fields have 
been sold off in the last 20 
years. 

Many inner city facilities 
for football are sorely in need 
of renovation. With nowhere to 
play kids are mu da more like- 
ly to turn to crime, vandalism 
or drugs. More small-side 
grass pitches are needed for 
the under-lOs. And local au- 
thorities face a massive short- 
fall in the maintenance bud^t 
for schools facilities. As an ex- 
ample, Stangronnd Commu- 


nity College in Peterborough 
feces costs of £450,000 to fit out 
its new sports halL 

The Stephen Lawrence Re- 
port confirmed that racism 
stiQ permeates our culture and 

institutions. Fbotball is part of 
this equation. Property funded 
at all levels, tee national game 
can become a true catalyst for 
change and improvement 

The Government must build 
on its good work, because it has 
not yet felly implemented its 
el ection pledge to maintain 
the Fbotball Trust as a UK-wide 
body. 

The Premier League must 
he prevailed upon to continue 
helping Us lesser bretheren. 
The Fbotball Association, as 
the representative body of the 
whole gpmc, must prioritise 


Chelsea 


find Foe 


far too 


tough 


ITS OFFICIAL. The Premier- 
ship is now a “two-horse race” 
and Gianluca ViaHi isn't in tee 
saddle of either runner After 
only their third defeat of tee sea- 
son the Chelsea manager spent 
some time playing down tfae 
West Londoners' chances of 
winning the title - their first ance 
1955 - but a rather-too-innocent 
glint in his eye suggested teat 
tee assertion should be taken 
with a pinch of the white stuff. 

If West Ham are some sort 
of gauge of tide aspirations 
then Vialli might have a point 
After all a point is all that 
Chelsea took from their match- 
es against tee Hammers this 
season while Manchester Unit- 
ed and Arsenal achieved three 
wins and a draw between teem 
against Harry Redknapp’s un- 
predictable side. 

If Chelsea's season is to be 
consigned to the past teen, best 
turn to the future and West 
Ham’s Cameroon internation- 
al midfielder Marc Vivien Foe. 
The £4m signing from Lens is 
an awkward customer; a de- 
fensive-minded player whose 
rambunctious style is a cross 
between Patrick Vieira and 
Paulo Wanchope. Stationed in 
front of the West Ham back two, 
his long legs intervened on 
several occasions when 
Chelsea's short-passing game 
threatened, while a first-half 
goal was questionably disal- 
lowed after a harmless-looking 
challenge from Marc Keller. 

"It's a different-paced game 
than he’s used to but he’s set- 
tled in well" Harry Redknapp 
remarked afterwards. “He's a 
spoiler. He's strong as an ox.” 

West Ham’s classy defensive 
unit benefited from this extra 


By Peter concede 


Chelsea 

West Ham United 


layer of protection leaving tee 
impressive Rio Fbrdinand free 
to cope adeptly with both 
Chelsea strikers. Tore Andre 
Flo mas habitually beaten in the 
air and Gianfranco Zola was 
neutralised somewhere around 
grass roots level, dominated 
and neutralised with a series of 
well-timed nudges and muscu- 
lar interventions. The Englan d 
centre-back was supported by 
his first lieutenant Nell Rud- 
dock, a reassuring presence in 
case things cut up rough, which 
they didn’t 

Chelsea were undone by 
their own integrity. Their laud- 
ably ingrained approach is to 
work and fashion, to shape 
openings and craft goals, but it 
was West Ham who eventually 
did the hard work of popping 
tee ball between tee sticks. 
And what hard work they made 
ofit too. Paul Kztson got his re- 
ward for a lonely afternoon up 
front finishing inconclusively 
from six yards after Ed De 
Goey had blocked a header 
from the omnipresent FbC. Al- 
though the Dutch keeper 
scooped the ball out it had 
dearly crossed the line. 

Goals; Kltson (75) 0-1 
Owrfsea (ft-ti-2) De Goey. Le Saux (Re- 
trescu, 60J. DesaUty (Dubenv 60). Myers 
(ForsseO 83). Ferrer WtsejDf Maneo. GaU- 
baek, Babayanx Ho. ZoU. Substmcos 
noc osocL Morris. Hitchcock (gk). 

■test Ham United (4-S-f ] Histop; MirvtO. 



Michael Dnberry Cleft) impresses 'Trevor Sinclair with his Superman impersonation 


FetxSnond. Ruddock. Poaru^ Lampard, Lo- 
mas. Foe, Smclalr. Keller (Potts. 86): Wt- 
son. Substitutes not used: Luarfols. 
Bertoufc. Moncur. Forrest (gk). 

Maw : S Lodge (Barnsley). 

BeoWngt Chnlrta: Ouberry. a Maaeo. 
Wtan Han United: Fo6. 

Man of tba match: Ferdinand 
Attendance 34.765. 



Spurs escape from 
French fixation 


Sherwood: 89te-mmute goal 



SPURS ENTER the most im- 
portant week of their season 
buoyed by onty their second 
Premiership victory this year; 
although their performance 
was unlikely to have Barnsley, 
their FA Cup quarter-final hosts 
tomorrow, or Leicester, with 
whom they contest the Wor- 
thington Cup on Sunday, quak- 
ing in their boots. 

Tim Sherwood’s goal as the 
contest reached its penulti- 
mate minute, was enough to 
deny VQla what would have 
been their second point in 
seven matches. If tee crowd ap- 
peared as surprised as they 
were delighted, it was probably 
because Spurs had scored 
when David Ginola was no 
longer on the pitch. 

George Graham's team are 
in danger of becoming fixated 
with the Frenchman. Against 
Villa, virtually their only at- 
tacking ploy was to work the 
ball wide to Ginola on whichev- 
er flank he was lurking and 
hope that one of the front two, 
or perhaps Sol Campbell mig ht 
connect with a cross. 


By Phil Shaw 
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it is a pretty good one. Gmola's 
ability to deliver with eiteerfoot, 
and from the most hemmed-in 
of postions, puts even David 
Beckham in the shade. The 
problem is thatifhe can be sub- 
dued- admittedly a big “if” on 
his present fonn-toere is lithe 
evidence of any Plan B. 

Few chibs appreciate the 
rewards that rigorous man- 
maridng can bring better than 
Spurs’ Wembley opponents. 
Leicester's success in tee same 
competition two years ago 
owed much to Pontus Kaa- 
mark's limpet-like attention to 
Juninho, one of the few players 
whose destructive capacity 
compares with Ginola’s. 


Frustratingty for Graham, 
Sherwood is ineligible for the 
finaL The midfielder’s we&timed 
runs into tee penalty area lend 
variety to Spurs' attacks, all tee 
more vital when Darren Ander- 
ton is as indolent as he was on 
Saturday. It was the Martin Pe- 
ters act of the forma- Blackburn 
captain act which finished off 
Villa, albeit a trifle fortuitously. 

When Steffen Iversen shot, 
Mark Bosnich failed to hold the 
ball for the onty time. Sherwood 
headed the rebound a gains t a 
post, but had the ball returned 
to him by Alan Wright's mis- 
cued clearance and seemed to 
use a band in bundling it in. 
Like the referee’s failure to 
punish Ian Walker for what 
appeared a cynical foul as Alan 
Thompson rounded hiip in the 
opening mrnutes.it summed up 
Villa’s current luck. 

“A scrappy goal," sigbed John 
Gregory ruing a win by the 
club he grew up supporting. “I 
wish we could get one.” Not that 
he has lapsed into self-pity, 
being as open and honest as 
when Villa sweeping all brfore 
teem He blamed himself forc- 
ing to strengthen further one of 
the division's smaller squads, 
but refreshingly declined to use 
the lack of depth as an excuse. 

Gregory also spoke can- 
didly about his team's lack of 
confidence, the quality which 
sustained Villa at the summit 
until Christmas. One cameo 
in tee first halt after Mark 
Draper's clever back-heeled 
pass gave Lee Hendrie a 
glimpse of goal demonstrated 
tee problem vividly. 

instead of shooting, tee nor- 


mally precocious Hendrie laid a 
safe ban back to Stan Cofly- 
more, who did exactly tee same. 
The moment was lost and Vffla 
did not create a scoring chance: 
Wanyingtyh was a similar story 
in the midweek defeat at Derby 

Steve Stone could be forgiv- 
en for feeling ronfosed After for- 
saking a supposedly lost cause 
at Nottingham he fo und himsrff 
in a team showing relegation 
form. Sent off for fouling Gino- 
ia when they last met, tee £55m 
recruit was now delegated to . 
check the winger’s surges. The ' 
task brought a predictable cau- ' 
tion and allowed little scope for 
any positive contribution. 

Gregory's side may now 
struggle to secure the Euro- 
pean place that once looked 
theirs fir the taking. It was Gra- 
ham who, after Villa drew at 

Leeds during their dub-record 
breaking start, said they were 
top-six possibles but not cham- 
pions hip material. The words 
now read more like sound 
judgement than sour grapes. 

Having been eliminated from 
all three knock-out competitions 
by rmd-JanuaiyVaia have made 
a sorry advert for the time-hon- 
oured concept of concentrating 
an file League. Concentrating on 
the cups may not be Graham’s 
stye in tee longs' tom, any 
more his overreliance on Gino- 
la's maverick talents. But until 
next Sunday at least, Spurs’ 
season is alive, whereas Villa's 


is in danger of dying on its feet 

Goal: Sherwood (89) l-O. 

'fcWihiw Hmsput (fcA-2): Walker Can. 

CbtyMI. Urtan {5»son.80); Meter. 
Anderton. Sherwood. Qnoti (Dominguez. 80): 
Armstro ng {twraei BO). Fsdfcrand. 

atfones not toad; 'Aung. Boartserr (gk). 
Anas vma (3-5-2): Bosnia; sanra. 
Southern, Barry: Slone. Draper. HeWfe. 
Thompson. Wrtgfir CoUynwe. Mrnon 
(Joachim. 67). SobcdoMS noc and: 
ByfieJd, Odane* Samuel, Oaks (gk). 
I fcfaw. P Jonej-(LougHborougti). 

nnnlrfngi WTHilan - Fotiftwid. VBk 
Barry. Dr^vr. Stone. Henckfe. 

Man or the match: Ginola. 

Attendance: 35363. 


tee areas which need help 

most n i Pfl 

Bookmakers, who rnake 
massive profits out of football, 
must be levied at a proper 
level A wager on football in a 
high street betting shop gen- 
erates a tax which benefits 
horse racing and not football. 

British fbotball is unique in 
the rule it occupies in society 
in issues of health and well- 
being, and in tee environment, 
and our national culture. It is 
unique, too, in its strength in 

depth. We should treasure the 

lower division clubs, rather 
than castigate them for strug- 
gfing to continue against all the 
odds. Even the most bumble 
can be a focus of civic pride. 
Three agencies can come to- 

u 3 L. — a hmI 


for good in the new millennium: 
tee Government iwitfl the 


(lU’O' 


and quaUty of life can be un- 
proved. Footbati can become a 

valuable vehicle in a fight 
_ avHnonn. Gins 


and boys can oe ww* ■»- 

flings and more opportunities, 
Their lives would be enhanced 

It needs imagination, real 
commitment, and co-ordina- 
tion Given the right backing a 
relaunched Football TYuat can 
do the job. 

If that happens, to revive 
some old cliches, they'll bo 
rianringr in the streets m Ranh. 
And Gordon Brown will be jus- 
tifiably over the moon, Tbny 
Banks should set this agenda 
without delay. 


Cole inspired 
by return to ^ 
his old haunts 


DavidAshdovm 


IT IS a pity Manchester United 

could not have contrived to 
play Internazionale at St 
James' Park instead of the San 
Siro on Wednesday night At 
Newcastle’s ground, they could 
have expected to score at least 

one priceless away goal 

In the 45 games he played 
there as a plundering Magpie, 
Andy Cole claimed 47 goals. In 
the three matches he has 
played there as a Red Devil he 
has stabbed in a further three. 

The Tbon Army were not 
strictly accurate when they 
paraphrased Airfield’s old lan 
Rush ditty to proclaim that 
every time Cole got tee ball he 
scored a goal But they were not 
far wide of the mark either 

On average, every time the 
tightaing-qmck poacher has 
got a game at St James' he has 
scored a goal FYom tee mo- 
ment be struck on his first ap- 
pearance there, turning to 
crack a right-foot shot past 
Notts County's Steve Cherry at 
tee Gallowgate End six years 
ago, Cole has been carrying 
goals to Newcastle with a pro- 
ductive vengeance. 

His 49th was delivered after 
25 minutes on Saturday, with a 
predatory pounce and a first- 
time shot from dose-range 
after DwightYbrke flicked on a 
Henning Berg header while 
the statuesque Laurent 
Charvet waited in vain for help. 

His 50th, in 48 St James' 
Park appearances, was an 
equally swift Cole strike: a 
burst from the Mocks to beat 
Charvet to a clipped Ryan 
Giggs cross and a side-footed 
finish to beat Shay Given. 

With teat second goalscoring 
flash, six minutes into the sec- 
ond halt Newcastle were 
effectively bra ten and Cede and 
his colleagues were preparing 
to head off on their Inter mis- 
sion with their four-point lead 
intact at the top of the Pre- 
miership. 

It is unlikely to be so easy for 
them in Milan, though they did 
have to overcome a spirited 
eaity challenge from Ruud Gul- 
lit’s resurgent Newcastle side, 
as weflasaone-goal deficit, Nol- 
berto Solano having adeptly 
curled a 16th minute free-kick 


By Simon Turnbull 


Newcastle United 
Manchester United 


in off Peter Schmeichel’s left- 
hand post from 25 yards. 

Ultimately, however. Alex 
Fterguson’s treble-shooters won 
with such ease Raimond van 
der Gouw did not have a save 
to make as a second-half re- - 
placement for the flu-hit 
Schmeichel But the great _ 
Dane will be back to guard his , 
team's 2-0 advantage in tee . 
San Sire. 

“I think they will get through 
on Wednesday," Gullit, twice a 
European Cup winner with 
Milan, predicted, "but it’s going 
to be hard. It’s going to be hos- 
tile for them in Milan. Maybe 
the fens won't let them sleep the ; 
night before.” 

And maybe Mircea Lucescu 
will be tee one having less than 
quaranta winks. The In- 
ternaaforafle coach already has 
much on hismind from the first . 
leg of the European Cup quar- 
ter-final - Yorke's heading, 
David Beckham's crossing. 
Jaap Siam’s riefpnriing, Schme- 
ichel’s keeping - and his spies 
will now have added Cole's 
razor-sharp finishing to the list 

“Antty was lightning today," £ 
Ferguson enthused. “He’s get- 
ting better aH the time. It’s been 
important that he and Dwight 
have teamed up really welL" 

They have scored 47 goals - 
this season and. "Playing with \ 
Dwight has done a lot for me," - 
Cole acknowledged. “It’s the 
kind of partnership I’ve been 
looking for ever since I played 
here with Peter Beardsley" 

It was Kevin Keegan who ' . 
ended teat equally successful 
union. Can England's caretak- 
er still afford to be without ; 
such a precious commodity? 

Gcurts: Solano (16) l-O: Cole (25) 1-1; CWe 
(51) 1-2. 

Kmcattfe United Oven-, Bar- 

ron (Marie. 82). Ounce. Dabizas. Domfc - 
Solaria Hamann. Speed. Georglatfis (Lee. - - 
h-t). Kecsbala (Saha. 61). Shearer, sub- - 
setattas hoc used: Griffin. Harper [gig. ,• 
Manchest er Dotted (4-4-21: Schme- . 
ichei (Van der Gouw. h-t): G Neville. Scam, 

Berg. Irwin; BecMwm. Schoies (P Neufte. 

86). Keane. Giggs pohnsen. 7«i; Ybrte. wT-'.i 
Cole. SobMJtuus ooc u»ed; j 


•\o defen 


Europea 


Btomqvtsc. 

Bookings: Newcastle United: Geor- 
gudls; Manchester United: Irwin. 
Hefetee: D Elteray (Harrow). 

Man of the match: Cole. 

A ttenda nce : 36.776. 
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Game Results 13/3/99. 

This Saturday there were 7 score draws: 


COVENTRY V BLACKBURN 

LEICESTER V CHARLTON 

PORT VALE V STOCKPORT 

PORTSMOUTH V CRYSTAL P. 


BLACKPOOL V WREXHAM 
CARDIFF V TORQUAY 

G'CK MORTON V RAITH 


"Matchmaker Adjudicated Results for postponed matches jjt_ 


Horn# wins ( 1 ); DUNDEE UTD v HEARTS 
Away Wins (0); NONE. 

No scow draws (0): NONE 
Scow draws (O): NONE 


1250 LUCKY WINNERS THIS WEEK 
PAYOUTS FOR 7, 6 AND 5 SCORE DRAWS 

YOS cats sow play BBtfl 4.30pm every Satsnlay. 


»t .(I:-:.; 


7 Score drawn 
6 Score draws 
5 Score draws 


lltf 
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AH0UTT n 
EMI IBB 


E39.306.50 

£601.50 

£6 


efrtaraa tw * £311,217. 
38% of sdia contributed t» plas. 
wook ' s CB * tl ®*tIoa to feed erases £88,988. 




EVERY week irs A whole new ball game/ 


pnie. folio* instructions on the bach'ol your ticket. " 
^ muaf ho 16 or rtm ta ptey or dawn a prize. . 
evenl 01 “T ' h,Cf *P anc y In the above, iho dal* eontMdd . ' 
in Iho central computer nystam shaU pnwoiL 
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Kidd’s kids 
thrown in 
at deep end 
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AS EVENTS across the Atlantic 
underlined this weekend not 
everyone judges a sports con- 
test the same way. A few hours 

before the Big Apple turned 
sour on Lennox Lewis a very 
different slugging contest in the 
mud of High field Road finished 
with a simitiiT’ divergence of 
views. 

“We deserved to win, that 
was two points lost, not one 
gained,” said Brian Kidd, the 
Blackburn Rovers manager “I 
can't remember our goalie 
making a save. Vfe could and 
should have had the three 
points," responded Gordon 
Strachan, his Coventry City 
counterpart 

Since football matches are 
decided by goals, rather than 
opinion, neither could dispu te 
the drawn verdict that left both 
pondering what might have 
been. Given their home ad- 
vantage and proliferation of 
chances Coventry ought to 
have won and thus put seven 
points between themselves and 
the relegation zone. 

Blackburn, having gained a 
gritly away paint, bad more rea- 
son to be pleased but, having 
foiled, despite dominating pos- 
session, to gain the win that 
would have hauled them out of 
the bottom three, were also dis- 
appointed. 

These are difficult times for 
Hovers. Coventry are used to 
scrapping among the dead men 
but Jack 'Walker’s Blackburn 
bluep rint has highw ambiti on s 
Even after falling away last 
spring they qualified for Eu- 
rope. Ayear on, despite massive 
investment (236m in nine 
months, with only a third re- 
couped in sales) they are clos- 
er to visiting Blundell Park 
than Barcelona. 

Kidd noted that Blackburn 
were bottom with nine points 
from 15 matches when he in- 
herited them in December but 
the subsequent improvement 



Glenn 

Moore 


Coventry City 
Blackburn Ravers 


remains insufficient- If main- 
tained to the end of the season 
their points-to-gaznes ratio 
under Kidd will leave them 
with 38 to 39 paints, which is not 
usually enough to survive. 

Kidd himseffhaa span* mor e 
than £i5m but the impact of tins 
investment has been dissipat- 
ed by the fall-out from Rovers’ 
dreadful disciplinary record 
and the constraints of a crip- 
pling injury list On Saturday 
Darren Peacock and Marion 
Broomes were suspended, 
which is their own fault, but 
Kevin Gallacbei; Jeff ifenna. 
Tin flowers, Gary Craft, Chris- 
tian DaiQy, Keith Gillespie and, 
most damaging of aQ, Billy 
McKinlay and Gary BTitcroft, 
were all injured 

The latter two will not be 
back this season which ex- 
plains Kidd's recent pursuit of 
a central midfieldec In their ab- 
sence Jason Wilcox moved into 
midfield where he capped a 
busy performance with sever- 
al good breaks down the left 
some thoughtfiil passing «ndj 
most importantly. Rovers' 
equaliser 

That was prompted by the 
bold introduction of a brace of 
Damiens, Duff and Johnson, 
both 20-years-old, to prciwi the 
flanks. Kidd was rewarded 
when Johnson crossed for the 


*“ goal but though, as be said, his 
“background is in kids", he is 
loath to put too modi respon- 
sibility mi their shoulders. 

He said- Ttdoesrt worry me 
playing them but you cant play 
too many -at one stage we bad 
five young pnpsoutthere.lt can 
scar them. Theyneed experi- 
enced players around than.” 

Strachan concurred: “This 
Situation can be very hard op 
young players. Td Iite to bring 
them in myself but this is no 
— time for youngsters." 

1 The upshot is that one rele- 

1 gation struggle can lead to an- 
other becauseitmeans there is 
no opportunity to blood young- 
sters and develop the team 
without the pressure of results. 
Kidd is trying to overhaul 
Rovers but has to combine 
long-term objectives with the 
urgent need for points. 

“You are not doing your job 
right ifyou do not look to the fix- 
ture and by to get the base 
right," he said. “We’ve just 
signed two young Scottish play- 
ers and Matt Jansen, with that 
in mind. But they can be 
scarred if not developed right M 
Jansen, indeed, was disap- 
pointing. Barely fit and stuck 
on the left he looted a shadow 
of the player who sparkled for 
England Under-2ls last 

mo nth. 

Nor was Chris Sutton fit 
though he battled gamely. Talk 
of an England recall is prema- 
ture though Kidd paid tribute to 
his quality afterwards. He also 
said nimn Hod die had told 
him he was prepared to recon- 
sider Sutton mice be was fit On 
the dehit side Sutton might 
have become Blackburn's 10th 
red card if his first-half elbow 
on Muhamed Konpc had been 
spotted. 

The form of Coventry’s own 
England hopeful. Darren 
Huckerby, underlines the 
stresses on young players. 
Without a goal in nine games 



Blackburn’s Chris Sutton (front) tries to evade the dose attentions of Coventry’s Muhamed Konjic AUsport 


he was dropped to the bench 
and looked sluggish when he 
came on. 

It was thus left to Gary 
McAllister to provide Coven- 
try’s inspiration. He helped set 
up the move that led to John 


Aloisi’s well-taken goal and 
was behind most of their better 
moments. However he also de- 
parted on crutches with a dam- 
aged -but not broken - finkte 
Strachan will hope be makes a 
quick return, as Blackburn 


have discovered, injuries can 
jeopardise your Premiership 
health. 

Goab: Alois (22) 1-0: Wilcox (68) 1-1. 
rn»Hor| Cfef (4-4-2): Hedmaic NHsson. 
Shaw, Konjic. Burrows: Boatetu. Telfer. 
McABsrer (Huckerby. 70). FroggatG Whe- 
Ian. Aloai. SuWlirw pot n—d: Shilton, 
dement. Sotoedc, Ogrtzovic (gh). 


i (4-3-3): Rian; McA- 
teer. Hendwz. Taylor. DavUson; Dum 
(Johnson. 59). JVWaAi. WUcoo Wrrd. Sut- 
ton. Jansen (Duff. 52). Sobnlcaces not 
■Md: Davies. Coughian. Williams (gk). 
IMt t : S Dunn (Bristol). 

Booking; Gummy. Burrows. Bl a ckbtrn: 
Henchoz. McAteer. Marcolin. 

Man of Che match: McAllister. 

19.701. 
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No defence in 
Liverpool’s 
European case 


Wenger bemoans Petit loss 


GERARD HOULLIER may 
never become the north’s com- 
plete answer to Ars6oe Wenger 
but he is wise enough in the re- 
alities of football to know that 
the reasons he gave for Liver- 
pool’s misleadingly narrow de- 
feat at Pride Park on Saturday 
befied the depth of his problems. 

It was, he said, mainly a 
matter of “defeating ourselves 
with the frailty of our defend- 
ing" axri an inability to counter 
Derby’s set-piece opportuni- 
Vties. Right on both counts, but 
-?theu there was the matter of 
Robbie Ibwier and, until he had 
to leave the field with a slight 
iqjury; Michael Owen foiling to 
win anything in the air; Jamie 
Redknapp never getting to 
grips with Derby in midfield, 
and the mystery of the non- 
appearance in the squad of 
Stew* MeManamao 
And all this on a day when 
Kevin Keegan was there doing 
his homework. Obviously one of 
toe pfoyers he most needed to 
assess was one of his few left 
wing candida t es, Mc M a rwman , 
who seems . to have been on 
siesta once deciding to join 
Real Madrid. 

Boullier tried to turn it into 
^no problem", but dearly there 
Js. Indeed, fads sagging body 
^ i was more expressive 

he probably realised. He 
that a place in 
Europe next season was loak- 

hig increasing unHk^ywhere- 
as Derby’s Jim Smith was 
rightly tufi of optimism, but a 
little confused. ' 
n just wish someone could 
teU me vtoatti* rates are for 
getting into Europe-next sea- 
son”. Easy answer carry on 


By Norman fox 


Derby County 
Liverpool 


come to you. 


5** 


enough to make it obvious that 
rumours of HouQfer having a 
big tunwrat in the spring need 
■\ Jpbe tateo. seriously But for 
' l^by to floor a team still con- 
fining considerable individ- 
ual talent required a lot more 
than a few well-placed free- 
kicks and. corners, al though 
they provided the route far 
toeirgoals. . 


The foundation work was 
their immense industzy in mid- 
field, ^ where Francesco Baiano 
was both diligent and thought- 
ful and the forward strength of 
Deon Burton and gangling 
Paulo Wanchope - who Smith 
said would confuse him totally 
if he had to play against him. 

Certainly Phil Babb and 
Rigobert Song were confused 
for most of the game. Neither 
got near Burton as he headed 
in Lars Bohinerfs 12th-mimite 
comer but at least Fbwierhept 
ferreting into the Derby penal- 
ty arra and was unfortunate to 
foil almost on the line following 
a fine run and shot by Owen, 
who, on another bright run, was 
felled by Spencer Prior 

got so many balls behind 
theirbaifourorfiveandaflthe 
balls were turning into real 
chances," Derby's Croatian 
defender, Igor Stimac said. 

“They have to sign some 

proper players^ They're a huge 

did) and there are a lot of good 
defenders in the world. They 
have to find good defenders and 
get them because if not, they’ll 
never do anything." 

Fowler’s penalty lifted Liv- 
erpool but only temporarily. 
Wanchope simply reopened 
their flimsy defence with a 12 - 
yard header then with a won- 
derful torn and shot Although 
Pbwler deservedly thumped in 
Dominic Matteo’s shrewd pass 
across the penally area, and, as 
Smith admitted; Derby were 
“running on empty”, it is Liv- 
erpool who are no longer in the 
r unning. 

Ooatr Burton (12) 1-0; Fowler (36, pen) 

1 -1 ; Wanchope (44) 2-1 : Wanchope (4B) 
3-T; Fowler (57? 3-Z 


THE CONJECTURE after tins 
match revolved around Arse- 
nal’s pluses and minuses. Did 
the loss of Emmanuel Petit for 
three matches thanlra to his 
third sending-off of the season 
wholly negate the victory that 
kept them within four points of 
the Premiership leaders, Man- 
chester United? Even Arsene 
Wenger seemed unsure. 

The Arsenal manager de- 
scribed the outcome as “three 
important points” but then pro- 
ceeded tobemoan at length toe 
loss of his French midfielder 
whose two bookable offences 
had ensured he will miss two 
Premiership matches and the 
FA Cup sean-final against Unit- 
ed The double Double has 
been undermined by an un- 
wanted treble. 

Only the previous day 
Wenger had said the Gunners 
would need Petit and compa- 
triot Patrick Vieira working in 
tandem for toe rest of toe sea- 
son if they could confidently 
train their sights on honours 
this season and the statistics 
bear him out Arsenal have 


BY GUY HODGSON 

Everton 

Arsenal 


lost just nine Premiership 
games in the last two seasons 
and the two Frenchman have 
started in only four of them to- 
gether 

So Petit’s loss for three out 
of a potential 11 fixtures is a gre- 
vious one, particularly as it is 
likely to take time after his 
ban for the Frenchman to tap 
into his foil power. He was 
making his first start for six 
weeks and pertinently both his 
bookings arose because his 
first touch let him down, caus- 
ing him to lunge dangerously 
after the balL 

“The big concern for me is 
that be doesn’t get into the 
pace of the game," Wenger 
said. “Ybu could see today that 
he’d missed some games and 
his reactions were not right 
which is why he was sent off 
The two yeltow cards were not 
for bad fouls, they were just a 
little bit late. 4 * 


Petit’s dismissal may or may 
not cfictate Arsenal’s fate this 
season but there was uo ques- 
tion the rhythm of Saturdays 
game was affected by red 
cards. Arsenal began superbly 
took the lead with a goal from 
Bay Pariour that had been cre- 
ated by Marc Overmars sub- 
lime 50-yard pass and then, 
when Don Hutchison was sent 
off, dozed off secure in the 
knowledge they could win the 
game whenever they wanted. 

Hutchison’s crime was el- 
bowing Martin Keown in the 
face off the ball and as the tele- 
vision and most of the crowd 
missed the incident the refer- 
ee must be correct although 
the Everton manag er, Walter 
Smith, added wryly: “There 
were no physical marks. 
Hutchison must have soft 
elbows.” 

Whether Mr Rennie re- 
mained so for the rest of the af- 
ternoon is debatable because 
he was booed off the pitch at 
half and full-time and un- 
favourable critiques later filled 
a large part of Radio Five live’s 


SfaO-Stz. It was ififficult to find 
fault with the sendings-off in the 
current climate but It was easy 
to lament the inconsistencies 
that littered the legislature of 
this gama 

Why for example, did Tbqy 
Adams not receive a second yel- 
low card when he clearly 
scythed through Ibrahima 
Bakayoko from behind when 
Sepp Blatter and Rfa were en- 
couraging red cards for this of- 
fence during the World Cup? 
How did David Unsworth stay 
on the pitch when he brought 
Ray Parlour down in toe area 
when the Arsenal player had a 
dear run on goal? 

Good sense dictated nei- 
ther player should go but that 
qualify is singularly absent 
from toe dictates coming from 
Fife and you could hardly de- 
tect much leniency in either 
Hutchison or Petit’s dis- 
missals. FbQow tiie letter of the 
law by all means, but specta- 
tors become angry and bewil- 
dered when officials pick and 
choose when to stray off that 
path and if there had to be two 


red cards on Saturday then 
there should have been four. 

The mathematics also 
equated to the number of 
goals because Arsenal's sec- 
ond, scored by Dennis 
Bergkamp from the penalty 
spot, was the least their su- 
periority deserved. The cham- 
pions looked tired, Wenger 
said afterwards and, as he 
noted with a smile. “Man- 
chester United keep winning, 
unfortunately”. 

This week, though. United 
have to fly to Milan while 
Wenger's team have the week 
off If tiredness does become a 
factor; it will favour Arsenal 
Even without Petit. 

Goals: Parlour (16) 0-1; Berglunip (66. 
pen) 0-2. 

Ewtftoa (4-«-2): Myhre; Dunne (Grant. 
27). Wboon. Maierazzi. Bafl; wtit Docoun, 
Unsworth. Barmby [Jeffers. 73). BdkaytAo 
[Cxkrmarten. 73), Hutchison. Substitutes 
not used: Short. Slmonsen (gk). 

Atstsiol (4-4-2): Seaman; Dixon. Keown. 
Adams, Wtatebum: Parlour, Vieira. Petit. 
Overman; (Upson. 87): Berglump, Anet- 
ka (Was. 62). Substitutes oat used: 
Kami, Dlawara. Manmnger (gk). 
Sendings-off: Everton Hutchison: Ar- 
senal Peat Bookings: Euercon Dacourt. 
Unsworth; Arsenal Adams. 

Referee: U Rennie (Sheffeld). 

Mm of the march: Parlour. 

Attendance: 38.049. 


Leeds 

lead 

‘their 

league’ 

BY PHIL ANDREWS 


Sheffield Wednesday 0 

Leeds United jj 

IT TOOK Leeds so long to con- 
firm David O'Leary os George 
Graham's successor at Eiland 
Road that he has deaify decided 
to take nothing for granted. 

His side's fifth consecutive 
victory lifted them fire paints 
dear of their nearest chal- 
lengers and to within tailing 
distance of third -placed 
Chelsea, but O'Leary resists Uic 
temptation to set Ills sights on 
a Champions' League pLnci*. 

•Til settle for fourth place 
with this team,'’ he said. T 
don't think it is possible for us 
to go higher because we don't 
have the depth of squad lo 
match any of the current top 
three. I have nobody to bring on 
when our key players get sus- 
pended. 

“They are in their own little 
league, and if we finish fourth 
we will have won the other 
league. My players are already 
over-achieving for me." 

On that reckoning. Wednes- 
day must be two or three 
leagues further down the peck- 
ing order, because a single en- 
forced absence is enough to set 
the alarm bells ringing for 
them, such has been their re- 
liance on a couple of charis- 
matic individuals this season. 

The Paolo di Canio saga 
may be behind them, but such 
is their dearth of goal scoring 
talent that the suspension of his 
fellow Italian Benito Carbone 
was enough to make this York- 
shire deity a one-horse race 
even before it began. 

Their manager, Danny Wil- 
son, admitted that his side 
never looked like scoring and 
confirmed that his season-long 
search for a reliable striker 
goes on. Wednesday pretty well 
matched Leeds in their ap- 
proach work and chances cre- 
ated. but with Andy Booth and 
Ritchie Humphreys firing noth- 
ing but blanks, Nigel Marfyn's 
goal never came under serious 
threat 

What Leeds possessed and 
Wednesday did not was an ap- 
petite for goals, and noboefy was 
hungrier than Jumpy Floyd 
Hasselbaink. He put Leeds 
ahead with a well-worked free- 
kick after only four minutes, 
sent another fierce 25-yard 
drive narrowly wide, and would 
have scored from the same 
range with the last kick of the 
match but for Pavel Sraicek's 
flying save. 

Though his teenage striker 
partner Alan Smith worked 
hard, he never found his fin- 
ishing touch, and it was left to 
midfielder David Hopkin to 
complete the Leeds victory at 
the second attempt after Sr- 
nicek bad blocked his first shot 
Not yet vintage Leeds, but 
O'Leaxy's blend of youth and 
experience continues to mature 
nicely and it cannot be long be- 
fore even he is willing to place 
the Premier Cru appellation oo 
them. 

Goats- Hastclboink |4] 0-1: Hopkin (72) 
0 - 2 . 

Sheffield Wedmasday M-J|- Smiu*. 
Atfterran, Thonw. VKiAer. Hmchclifi'e: 
Sonnet l Briscoe, 32). Rudi. Jonh. Aleun- 
dersson; Booth. Humphreys (Agogo. 49|. 
smmtatas not used: Newsome. S(e- 
fonotnt. Pressman igk). 

Loads United (4-4.2); Marvm. Haaland. 
VUbcdgote. Rocfebe (WetneraU. S5|. Kh»; 
Bowyrr. Bony Hophln, Krweil iKorsien. 
87); Hds&elboink, Smith SiHKCtaces 
not etserfc McPtvai. Jones. Robinson (gti) 
i: G Poll (Tring). 


Bookings: Wednesday: Atherton 
Thome. Booth. Agogo. HmchelifFe. 

Man of the match: Hasselbaink. 
Attendance-. 28.(42 


Forest’s dream survives 


Baiano (Sortiefcfc. 66): MOndiope. Burton. 
SobectaMS not used; Poom (gk). 

Christie. 


46). f owler. 

FrMei (gk). Kkarme. Leonhardsen. 
Bookings- Derfcr Scfmac (23). Powell 
(33). Liverpool: Fourier (30). 

Re f er ee : G Barter (Pyrtard). 

Man of dm match. Iflbndiope. 

>: 32.91 3 (ground record). 


THE MZRACXErequdredby Ron 
Atkinson is slightly smaller 
after a spirited No ttingh a m 
Forest inflicted Wimbledon’s 
second home defeat in seven 
days. Goals from Alan Rogers, 
Dougie Freedman and Neil 
Shipperley and a string of saves 
by Mark Crossley earned the 
Midlanders a rare away win and 
kept their faint hopes of Pre: 
miprsihip survival flickering. 

Rogers believes toe sale of 
Steve Stone galvanised the 
spirit in the Fbrest dressing- 
room. Rogers, whose cross 
drifted into toe net to set Bbr- 
est on course for a win, said 
none of toe players had even 

discussed relegation. 

He said the pfayers would 
fight to toe last to preserve their 

Premiership status, and toe 
sale of Stone had made them 
even more determined. 

“Sometimes thing s like that 
can give you a spur and possi- 
bly that’s what happened at 
Wimbledon,” said Rogers. “We 
had to go for toe game out 
there. We had a new formation 
and we’ve got to take it on 
Agains t Middlesbrough on Sat- 


by reran Daly 


Wimbledon 1 

Nottingham Fbrest 3 

urday and mflirA sure we don't 
flop again.” 

The former H-anmere wing- 
back, who cost fbrest £2m in 
the summer of 1997, wished fir- 
mer team-mate Stone well in 
his new career, which started 
with a 1-0 defeat at Tottenham. 

“Steve Stone is a good play- 
er and the dub got good money 
for him. He was ah^ys destined 

to go and good luck to him,” said 
Rogers. 

Fbrest answered the doom- 
mongers at Wimbledon, where 

the former Crystal Palace duo 

Dougie Freedman and Nefl 

Shipperteybotosooredantoeir 
return to Selhurst Park to seal 

toe &-1 win. The three points 
gave the stragglers a glimmer 
of Premiership survival, al- 
though Blackburn, Charlton 
and Coventry all picked up 
points at toe bottom. 

Rogers said: “The win has 
fo pp n coming for quite a long 
timp now and if we keep pick- 


ing up punts fibe toat I think we 
can do it Noone in ourchang- 
ing room is thinking of relega- 
tion at alL" 

The fbrest manager Ron 
Atkinson, shouted himself 
boarse cm the toucbline in the ex- 
citement of the team's fourth win 
of toe season. But Big Ron still 
has a mountain to dfrnb if he 
wants to repeat his now-famous 
Premiership escape ad. 

Even if he foils, toe players 
at fbrest would love to see 
him stay at toe CSy Ground and 
try to rebuild the side. 

Rogers said: “He’s a good 
manager and we’d like to see 
Ron stay but we are just taking 
every game as it cranes. We 
must finish in as high a position 
as possible and that’s our only 
aim at the moment" 

Goal* Rogers (21) 0>1: Freedman (59) 
0-2: Gayle (79) 1-2: Shfppertey (84) 1-3. 
NhnMadoo: SuSMn: Cunningham. Kim- 
ble, Perry (Baku. 33), Thatcher. Earle. 
Roberts (Enel. 721. Gayle. Ardtey Kennedy 
[M Hughes. 72). Hanson. not 

need: Heaid. 

mmliiLliini Pot est: Crossley; Lotds- 
jean. Rogo*» Qwtfe Sh&xriey Johnson 
fBart-Wflllams, 46). Freedman. Ratoten 
Edwards. Mattsson.VanHoo4donk.5iib- 
Utu t c oot nsed: Beossnt. Stensaas, 
BonaWr, Darchewaie. 

Referee: K Burge Pbnypandy). 

IBm 4f tbo oneeh: Alan Rogers. 
A Uuntw 12.149. 
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SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choke. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 8*3 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen co me latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report; 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lwr llpr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Artieal.. 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Cover sclll healthy IDO 

125 

8.3 

1C Variable 

Klrchberg....100% 

Good at alDtude 40 

190 

11.3 

3C Mainly Hik 

5r Johann... 100% 
BULGARIA 

Good spring conds 90 

260 

9.3 

SC Cksu 

Pamporcnw 100% 
CANADA 

Good 45 

125 

8 3 

3C Sunny, mild 

Lake Louise 100% 

FRANCE 

Packed powder 75 

230 

10.3 

-12C Clwtfy 

Oancnk 55% 

Ex at altitude 100 

390 

8.3 

2C Bright 

Val Thorens ..95% 
riAiy 

Excellent 210 

370 

8.3 

2C Bright 

Cancel 100 % 

VGood 60 

80 

7 3 

•4C Variable 

5ehWValG..100% 

SCOTLAND 

Plenty of snow 40 

no 

8.3 

■2C MM 

Gtauhee ....100% 
SWITZERLAND 

Plenty of good sUI<^|3S 

5S 

11.3 

-2C Com 

St Moritz _..100% 
UNITED STATES 

Good 90 

140 

S3 

-3C Changeable 

Jackson Hole 100% 

Deep fresh powder 270 

425 

12.3 

-1GC Snowshrs 


Information supptml by Ski Hotline | | 


A deiafled four-) 
conditions in 180 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline.- 0870 51 33 345 
Calls ts 0901 cost 60? per mm. 0906 Cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standoid national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 


ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 
twatSDOMcna 'nwnpwtad 


WORLDCOVER! 
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EDITED BY JON CULLEY 


Stoke chairman faces 
fans’ red card protest 


Premiership Team Of The week 


RAY PARLOUR 
Arsenal 


ROLAND NILSSON 

Coventry 


. ANDY COLE 

Manchester Uniced 


THERE SEEMS no stopping 
the militant football fans of the 
Potteries in their desire to 
make the public's voice heard 
loud and clean 

After the flat-cap march 
organised by Port Vale sup- 
porters in prated Lite sack- 
ing of the ■ * ub’s manager, 
John Rudge. fello ,7 sufferers 
at neighbouring Stoke are 
going into the demonstration 
business on a still larger scale. 

Encouraged to vent their 
wrath by the Oatcake fanzine. 
Stoke fans are to launch a 
campaign to oust chairman 
Keith Humphreys with a mas- 


sive show of red cards at 
tomorrow's match against 
Second Division leaders Rik 
ham at the Britannia Stadium. 

The Oatcake plans to 
distribute up to 5,000 cards 
before the game, to be bran- 
dished towards the directors’ 
box. 

Oatcake editor Martin 
Smith hopes it will show the 
three-man Stoke board that 
fans nurse a growing anger 
over poor results and the lack 
of transfer funds for manag- 
er Brian Little to invest in a 
team that several times led 
the division before Christmas 


but has since fallen away, de- 
spite Saturday’s win at Luton. 

“We have had 15 years of 
gradual decline," Smith said. 
“But now what we have is ter- 
minal decline. 

“People look at the new 
modern stadium and a high- 
profile managpr an ri assume 

everything is fine, but there 
are real problems here and 
we need to find someone out 
there who can help us. 

“It is 27 years since we last 
won a major trophy and the 
danger now is that we are 

Tanking m tn ffrft (nwur teagure 

for good.” 


ROY KEANE 

Manchester United 


DOUGE FREEDMAN 

Nottingham Forest 


MARK VIVIEN-FOE 

Wet Ham 


too FERDINAND 
West Ham 

.. MARK CROSSLEY 

Nottingham Forest 

JAAP SUM 

Manchester United 1 


For Schmeichel all 
roads lead to Roma 


% 


DAVID SWOLA 

Tottenham Hotspur 


-ALAN ROGERS. 

Nottingham Forest 


IB«h^qfN»ewifas>nn>ddiMeiv. D.'Htgaivytis^Noatftg|^F«Re^sttheiu^\prafaahtytQo!KE. 

JPerfBematta Han. ending Qtefsea's unbeaten home record witfi a MgWY-arganiserJ display 


Missing . . . making it . . . and mistaken 


Clubs greedy? Don’t 
put your shirt on it 


IN THE commercial age rising 
prices for match tickets and 
dub merchandise have been 
a major cause of fans ’ com- 
plaints. 

This is all in the cause, the 
leading dubs explain, of meet- 
ing the massive wage bills 
necessary to compete at the 
highest level, an argument 
which would suggest that any 
dub aiming for the top would 
want to squeeze every penny 
from their faithful. 

This does not, however; 
apply to Huddersfield Tbwn, de- 
spite the search of manager 
Peter Jackson for new players 
who might reinforce his chib's 
attempt to reach the Premier- 
ship. In the coming weeks, the 
Terriers will be giving away 
more than 7,000 replica shirts, 
worth more than £200,000. 


The dub, which sponsors a 
Newspapers in Education 
scheme in conjunction with 
the local Examiner newspa- 
per, hopes the gesture to 
pupQs at some 230 schools win 
bring more of them to the 
McdJpme Stadium to cheer on 
Jackson's promotion bid. 

Each pupil who receives 
one will also benefit from a cut- 
price offer for the home match 
against Swindon on Easter 
Monday. “The hope is that aH 
the lucky recipients wiQ turn 
up wearing their shirts,” the 
dub’s public relations man- 
ager Dale Tempest said. 

would like to build a re- 
lationship with the children in 
our area so that when they talk 
about football they talk about 
Huddersfield Town with pas- 
sion and pride.” 


The defeats for Manchester 
Gcy‘s bogey team, Oldham, in 
eight visics to Maine Road. They 
won there on Saturday. 

9 

The Premiership players with 
1 0 or more cautions this 
season after Chris Sutton was 
booked on Saturday. Mark 
Hughes cops the list with 14. 
61 

The years Sheffield United had 
waited for their second -ever 
win at Tranmere. which they 
secured on Saturday. 




Samassi about 


Enzo Maresca 


west ham United 


WEST BROMWICH ALBION 


Manchester United is an im- 
portant game, but not the 
most important game. Be- 
fore the game, if you already 
have three points, you're 
more relaxed, and that’s 
wby it was important to win 
at Nottingham Barest 
— Ruud Gullit, looking 
ahead to United's visit to 
St James’ Park. So it was 
OK to lose, you see. 


The 25-year-old former French 
Under-2l striker became a cult 
figure at Upton Bark after his 
£300,000 move from Cannes in 
late 1997 but has slipped well 
down TOsst Ham’s long pecking 
order. A move to Bradford last 
year fell through when Abou 
was found to have malari a and 
a month on loan to Ipswich did 
not bring a permanent transfer 
But Harry Redknapp still 
hopes to offload him before 
transfer deadline day. 


Regarded as an outstanding 
prospect at home in Italy Al- 
bion's 19-year- old midfielder 
captain ed the Italian Under-18 
side, having made his dub 
debut for Cagliari at tiie age of 
17. On Milan’s books as an 11- 
year-old, he made his unlike- 
ly move to West Brom after 
asking his agent to find an Eng- 
lish dub and deciding he liked 
The Hawthorns. Kobe into the 
side last September and is be- 
coming a first-team regular: 


Robert Carlyle 
The consistent Middles- 
brough defender should not 
take offence if tire Riverside 
crowd seem, to be chanting 
“Get him off” whenever he 
touches the balL More likely 
they're shouting “Get 'em 
o£T on account of his star- 
tling resemblance to the 
disrobing Full Monty star; 
Robert Cariyle. 


PETER SCHMEICHEL, Man- 
Chester United's goalkeepec is 
poised for a “dream move to 

Roma according to theftopfc 
who report that the Sene A 

$kfe have made the Dane their 

No 1 target after Mark 
Bosnicb's wage demands put 
them off the Aston Villa man. 

Villa, meanwhile, could 
incur more displeasure from 
Coventry, who are already &- 
rious over an alleged illegal 

approach for George Boaten& 
by launching a £7m attempt to 
reunite the striker Noel Whe- 
lan with his ex-HigbSeld Road 
colleague Dion Dublin. The 
News qfthe Wbrid says Villas 
manager, John Gregory is a 
tag admirer of Whelan, whose 
contract expires at the end of 
next season. 

Hie Mail on Sunday, 
meanwhile, says Villa, who 
tried to damp Stan Colly- 
more on Nottingham Forest 
as part of the Steve Stone 
deal, are ready to offload 
Raul Merson if VfestHara will 
accept £5m plus the former 
Arsenal and Middlesbrough 
forward for Frank Lampard. 


The People's “mcclush-e" 
report of a renewed Leeds bid 
for Fbrest’s Pierre van Hooi- 
idonk appears also in the 
News ofthc World, who say 
Ebrest are ready now to ac- 
cept offer of £4m from Dawd 
(TLearvlhat they once turned 
down. The same paper sug- 
gests Scot Gemmill will join 
Derby once his City Ground 
contract expires in May, 

The suggestion that Sun- 
derland’s 20-ycar-oM forward, 
Michael Bridges, will soon 

give up the contest with Kevin 

Phillips and Niall Quinn for 
first-team football and leave 
the Stadium of Light makes 

news in the Express and Sun- 
dap Mirror, who list Everton, 
Newcastle and Manchester 
United as possible destina- 
tions for the £5m-rated player. 

The Fulham defender 
Chris Coleman and their 
striker Barry Hayles are 
being checked fey Liverpool 
and Tottenham respectively, 
according to the People, who 
also report Liverpool interest 
in the Everton defender. 
Michael BalL 


Robs 



el 


lictoi 



Colin Cooper 


beyond us now. 

Wfe are not good enough to compete with the best teams 
at the moment” - Gianluca Viaffi, having pledged to stay 
out of tiie Premiership’s kidology wars, tries to lure Man- 
chester United and Arsenal into a false sense of security. 
His master's voice: “Ron is very excited about the win but 
he cannot talk to you about it because his voice has gone” 
- Fbrest No 2 Peter Shreeves explains Ron Atkinson’s ab- 
sence from the Selhurst Part: press conference (although 
oddly his vocal chords recovered for the TV microphones). 
In-depth analysis: “There’s no two ways about it- we were 
absolute crap” - Danny Wilson outlines the finer points of 
Sheffield Wednesday’s performance against Leeds. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


5-game form 




PI 

PCs 

GO 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A Host mat oarlgii Upcoming matches 

I ManUtd 

29 

60 

+35 

0 

.4 

t 35 

15 . 

7 

.5.. 

2 

30 

15--' 

WDWWW 

Snday&evn W SffarVMfeto (« 17 
AprSeFMd Apr Imfc 

2 

Arsenal 

29 

56 

+27 

9 

5 

0 

24 

4 

6 

6 

3 

16 

9 

DWDWW 

55S55SK1435B55W 

6^rBbcNun#ft l9AprWfatUon(H). 

3 

Chelsea 

28 

53 

+18 

9 

5 

i 

21 

' 9 

5 

6 

2 

20 

14 

WDWWL 

■iieelMfmiiTfc(A);3JyrOlPi(^3f^r 
leatfc(l+TOf%v NnaiR- '* 

4 Leeds 

29 

51 

+19 

9 

3 

2 

23 

6 

5 

6 

4 

22 

20 

wwwww 

Sreanlay Doty ft. at^rNonm Fbes H: 5 
AfrOrfsea (At 12Aprl*erpcnl W 

5 Aston Vida 

29 

44 

+5 

8 

2 

4 

25 

21 

4 • 

6 

;. ; s 

14 

13 

tWlL 

SnwfayQrfsrefftlAprWtsHwi KSftor 
Wee® (A); W^rSufenponH 

6 

Dertiy 

29 

44 

+3 

7 

5 

3 

18 

15 

|2_ 

6 

4 

13 

13 

WLDWW 

SaeanMilmb (W3 An-NenasteH; 10 A|r 

feom Ftwst H: 17 Ap- Wfest Ifan (Y 

7 West Ham 

29 

43 

-7 

8 

3 

3 

20 

19: 


4 

7 

12 

20: 

WDWCW 

SMBdhy rtexaaieH^RrAacnvft W; 3 
f^r0wlD>(H;T0Aprie^9er^. y. 

8 

Wimbledon 

29 

40 

-8 

7 

5 

3 

19 

15 

T" 

5 

6 

14 

26 

DDWLL 

rSati»ri^Bfa>lMn(A]r3AprMmLJtdH;5 
AyrK6ddebo|A); W^rOrfanfi 

9 

Liverpool 

28 

39 

+15 

7 

4 

2 

33 

16 


2 

9 

19 

.21 : 

WUJLL 


10 

Tottenham 

29 

39 

0 

7 

6 

2 

24 

17 


6 

6 

10 

17 

DDWIW 

3 AprUnaterM: 5 AprNavcaale 17 

Noam Faest (A): 20^rOwacn (F*. 

11 

Newcastle 

29 

38 

-1 

7 

3 

5 

22 

19 - 

3 

;5 

6 

16 

20 

. WtDWL 

aajsssBaipwT 

12 

Middlesbro 

28 

36 

-2 

5 

8 

1 

19 

10 

3 

4 

7 

18 

29 

LLDLW 

SatsrdayNmnHiea^aAip-Bbcttuni^r - 
S ffr WnUedcn TO Apr Ootan M. 

is anerr wea 

29 

3b 

+3 

0-3 0 1/ M 

4 l 8; 18. 20 

HfWLLL 



28 

34 

-9 

5 4 s 13 21 

3 6 5 9 16 

LLUND 

+Afrtarerrarn(fi5^vfs*rv*a)i^'(0 

Apr Wte Hen H; IS AprfMn (A) 

15 Coventry 

29 

31 

-9 

6 

5 

4 

20 

16 

2 

2 

10 

11 

24 

OWWD 

ssssissssmr- 

16 

Everton 

29 

31 

-10 

3 

8 

4 

9 

9 

4 

2 

8 

13 

23" 

WLDWL 

SSg?® 5 ' 

17 

Chariton 

29 

28 

-7 

4 

5 

5 

18 

13 

2 

5 

8 

15 

27 _ 

WWDU> 


18 

Blackburn 

29 

27 

-12 

5 

3 

6 

16 

18 

1 

6 

8 

13 

IF 

DLLLD 

Sanaday Vttrtferioi H 3 AprMcUeteo H 

6f^r Areercl (R; t7 Apr Scutwtpten (A). 

19 Southampton 

29 

26 

-29 

6 

2 

6 

21 

22 

1 

3 

11 

6 

34 

WliWL 

&Uy9kfrNsl(re3^AnenalH5 

AprGaeroy(A»;iORrAainV«iF);-= . 


Nottm Forest 

29 

20 

-31 

1 

6 

7 

12 

26 

3 

2 

10 

14 

31 

LLDLW 

SasadayMCtiesbro 9^:3 Ayr Leals (At SRr 
lierpool (Hk W Apr Osby (fl). 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 


Ytestarday 

Mlddlcsbro (2) .3 Soothampoi (0) O 

Beck 44. Ricard 4S 92.387 

Vickers 62 

Saturday 

Chelsea — fl West Ham 1 

Coventry I Black barn 

Derby. —3 Liverpool . 7 

Everton _Q Arsenal r , — 7 

Lckwtr - ~T Onrtton. 1 

Nncsdt -.—l Man (Jtd ..—7 

ShvfT Wed O Leeds 2 

Tbt ton bam 1 Aston Villa—. JO 

Wlmbiedoa ^..1 Noam Forest ....3 


THIRD DIVISION 

Barnet ,3 Camb Utd O 

Brentford. O Shrewsbury — O 

Brighton .0 Darftagton 4 

Cardiff 2 Torquay * 

Ch aste r — .0 Scunthorpe 2 

Halifax 1 Carlisle jo 

Leyton Orient -1 Hob Oty 2 

Mansfield 3 Rochdafe _ 1 

Pec*rt>oroQj{b — O Swansea — 1 

Plymouth O Hartlepool O 

S c ar b or ough _0 nathorha m ..... A 


TENNENT’5 
SCOTTISH CUP 
FIFTH ROUND 
Ayr O Dundee Utd - — O 

Replay Tomorrow 


ITALIAN LEAGUE 


LEADING SCORERS 

Lae WCCEurOthfot 

(Man Hon — 3 0 7 026 


tteta (Man Uctfi .T« 3 0 7 026 

AloW (Coventry) 13 0 3 0 021 

(refuses 17 gooH tar Portsmoeth) 

Ones (Liverpool) 16 2 1 2 021 

Onto (Man UW] IS 2 0 4 021 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 


Birmingham . 
Bolton 
Bradford _ 

Bury 

Grimsli? . .. . . 


Barnsley 


Camb Utd _.34 

Cardiff 35 

Brantford 34 

Layton Orient... 34 

Samtborpe 33 

MMBfWd 35 

Swansea 34 

Plymouth 34 

Rotherham —..33 

Ha»a*.... 34 

Peterborough ...36 

Eaeter— 3* 

Brighton —36 

DarUngtoa 33 

Chester 36 

fil e wila i | 35 

Barnet... 35 

So u t hend 35 

Rochdale. 34 




Oxford — 

For Ible. 


Swindon 

Tranmere 

Waives--. 


— 3 Huddersfield _0 

— 0 Watford .0 

— 1 Stockport 1 

— 1 Crystal Palace _1 


Carffarfe — 35 

Hull 36 

Hartlepool 35 

S r e r ho r e ngh — 34 


■ DIP 

19 6 9 57 
18 9 8 51 
18 3 13 56 

15 11 8 49 
17 4 12 56 

16 7 12 51 
14 II 9 40 
14 9 <1 38 
14 8 11 63 

13 II 10 45 

14 7 15 55 

13 9 12 36 

14 4 18 43 
13 6 14 51 ■ 

10 IS 11 43 • 

11 II 13 40 ■ 

12 7 16 45 ! 
11 10 14 41 • 
II 10 13 35 ' 

9 IS 12 39 « 
911 15 31 : 

10 7 19 35 ! 
9 9 17 44 ! 
9 4 21 36 I 


BANK OF SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Ynseerday 

Aberdeen (O) — 1 Celtic (I) 5 

Winters 79 Vtdiika. 26. 47 

Larsson 69. 73 
Burley 89 

Aberdeen's MgeJ Pepper sent off. 73 

Saturday 

DunfermBee 2 lliual i a — O 

Rangers 2 Mo th er w ell 1 

Sc Johnstone _0 KUmaroocfc 1 

P I D L P A Pts 

Rutgers 27 19 5 3 63 23 62 

Caitfc 27 15 7 5 67 25 52 

Kilmarnock .27 12 9 6 32 20 45 

St Johnstone ...37 II 9 7 32 34 42 

Abwdo oe 27 8 6 13 30 48 30 

Motherwell...— 27 7 9 11 26 40 30 

Deedee.... 27 7 6 14 22 45 27 

Dundee Utd 26 6 8 12 27 31 26 

Heens. 26 6 6 14 22 38 24 

ft— fermher 27 3 15 9 21 38 24 


Inter 1 1) 2 BUian | 1 ) — J 

TTGorcy og 7 Leonardo 1 5. 52 

Zanem 77 55.000 

Parma (01 2 Barf HI 1 

Vet on 57. Crespo 77 Mastngj 3 21.000 

Jovcens 1 1) 2 UdtaaM (0) — -1 

Fonseca 30 Soso *7 

JnaagW 77 45.981 

Jurentus ' (IflcJjetongcfo RzmpuVa scot lVT. Si 

Room p) 3 Bologna (0) .1 

Detveccnio 10. 38 Andersson 68 
Gaurteri 60 

BotognaS Francesco Antonios! sent off, 5 3; 
Roma s logo sent off. 84; BoiognoS 
Jonathan Bmatco sent oft. 87. 

EmpnH - 0 Larxlo.— O i 

15.000 i 


Vowd* (3) 4 RoreathM (0) 

Recoba 18. 45. 90 Esposito 87 


Recoba 18. 45. 90 Esposito 87 
MJceli 42 12.630 

Vicenza (3) 3 Ptnidj (0) — O 

£*ill 7 20.000 

Sehenan* 37 
Ocero pen 43 

Salami tana (0) >2 Saaapdoria (0) — 0 
Kotousek 62. ftesl 87 25.000 

Piacenza (]| T Cagliari tO) 9 

Inzaghi pen 9 10.000 

P W D L P A Pa 


is 

«•: i 




LEADING SCORERS 


LgcSCCCEnrOdtlOc 

KCridg ..26 5 0 4 035 

i (Ranges).. 18 1 2 3 0 24 


LEADING SCORERS 


FIRST DIVISION 


Stuff Utd 3 

Bristol City — >0 


Lgv BtCCEarOtbfot 
Forretter (Scunthorpe) Tfi 2 1 0 019 

Owma (Brentford) 16 1 2 0 0 19 

Gabblac&ri (Dzinmn] 16 0 0 0 1 17 

Bader (Camb Utd) 13 1 2 0 117 


LEADING SCORERS 

Ige BLCCEerOthltot 

res (Wsr Brere) 30 0 1 0 031 

tart (Huddersfield) 20 7 2 0 024 

i (Bradford) 20 1 0 0 021 

91S (Norwich) IS 1 3 0 019 


SECOND DIVISION 

Yhsterday 


NATIONWIDE 

CONFERENCE 

Doncaster JO Hayes — 

Fhmberoogb 2 Barrow 


Bentley (0) 

II .561 


Nogan 61 
Saturday 
1 Wrexham. 


Moncanb* 0 Woking 

Roshdeo 2 Leek _ 

Southport 3 Dover— 


Alidrln ... . . 2 Stranraer O 

Clydebank 2 WberaUn .0 

F^Ddrh 1 St Mirren O 

Morton 1 Raith ..1 

P HD L F APB 

Mbenrian 19 21 5 3 66 29 68 

WMrk _._.29 16 6 1 46 28 54 

«rdrto 79 15 5 9 37 33 50 

Ayr-. ....27 14 3 10 51 35 45 

St Mirren 29 12 7 10 28 31 43 

Ofdebmh 27 9 9 9 29 31 36 

M r e ton . 28 9 7 I? 30 79 34 

•With -29 6 9 14 30 48 27 

HamBtoe - -2B 5 9 14 27 47 24 

Stranraar ... 29 4 2 23 24 57 14 


Lazio 

...25 

Parma 

.25 

Milan... 

..25 

Jmewns 

2b 

Udfavse . ... 

2b 

Roma 

..!•> 

Inter. 

...25 

Bologna 

.25 

Ifanazfa 


Bari ... 

...25 

CagBari- 

25 

Perugia 

-29 

Pfacenza 

...25 

Sawpdoria.... 

..25 

Vfoenza 

.25 

Salernlcana... 

. 25 

Eaapofl 

...2b 


We*. 

4-.-t.-BA* 


25 1 1 7 7 30 25 40 
25 1 1 6 8 34 32 39 
25 10 8 7 47 34 »8 

25 10 6 9 45 33 & 
25 9 8 8 31 29 35 


fine for ‘ s 


7 12 34 38 25 

8 12 23 44 23 

8 >2 15 30 23 
5 14 26 45 2* 

9 13 20 42 16 


‘EmpoU deducted 2pts 
HERMAN LEAGUE: Werder Bremen 0 Vfl. 
WoWsbwg 1 (Nowak B3V. SchalW 04 2 iP*jV 
der 19 pen. Bueskers 28) V/L Bochum 2 (Rd* 


LEADING SCORERS 


pm 20. Basrurk 24). Kadersiautem 2 (ftt*r 
39 ; Radnto 61) Nwsnbetg 0; T5V 1860IJW- 


.1 Ktogstoolan 


NATIONWIDE FIRST DIVISION 


PI Pts GS W D L F 


1 Sunderland 


37 82 | 71 15 2 1 40 8 


Away 5-game form 

W D L F A iterator right Upcoming matches 
1 8 r 31 14 juWWWW 


| Macclesfield 2 Cobhescer 0 

Men City I Oldham 7 

. MUhran 1 Wakwn ~2 

| Notts County 4 York 2 

Wigan —.4 OtWogBam T 

Wycombe 1 Northampton 2 

Friday: Bristol Rovers 2 Fulham 3. 

P W D L P A P» 

Fulham 35 24 6 5 58 26 78 

Preston 35 20 9 6 65 34 89 

WMtaH -..35 20 7 8 48 37 67 

Beomemomh...34 17 9 8 55 33 60 

WHlagtiant 35 15 14 6 55 33 59 

Man Bey... 35 14 14 7 46 26 56 

Stofce — 33 17 3 13 41 38 54 

Radhr.... 35 14 11 10 44 44 S3 

Wigan .32 15 7 10 49 31 52 

CbeuarfleM .. ..34 14 9 H 37 31 51 

•Bllwall.. — 36 13 10 13 41 45 49 

Wreabam 34 11 10 13 36 47 43 

Blackpool- .34 10 12 12 33 37 42 

Lotoo 34 11 8 15 40 47 41 

Bristol Rws..... 33 9 12 12 44 38 39 

Co Vtro ote r 35 8 15 12 39 52 59 

Nats Catmcy....33 10 7 16 38 48 37 

Oldham 35 10 7 18 37 49 37 

Utah 35 9 9 17 42 61 36 

Lincoln Oty J4 10 6 18 33 53 36 

Boralay 35 8 10 17 36 64 34 

Northampton ...35 7 12 16 28 40 33 

NUuctesrMd 34 7 9 IB 24 41 30 

Wycombe 34 6 10 18 32 46 29 


2 Ipswich 


70 53 13 1 5 28 11 I 8 6 4 25 14 


67 63 113 3 3 41 16 I 7 4 6 22 20 




4 Birmingham 


67 58 


5 Bolton 


64 67 


10 7 2 29 12 


II 5 3 39 22 


9 3 6 29 18 ( WDWWW 





6 8 3 28 25 LLO 


6 Wolves 


S5 50 9 8 1 29 15 I 6 2 9 21 20 I W1DWW 


7 Watford 


54 51 8 7 3 23 17 




8 West Brora 


53 61 11 2 5 38 24 


9 Stuff Utd 


9 5 4 32 25 


10 Huddersfield 


53 53 


11 Grimsby 


49 34 


11 6 1 35 18 


9 4 4 22 15 


12 Norwich 


13 C Palace 


46 49 


6 8 3 28 22 


9 8 1 36 21 



3 5 11 18 41 


5 3 8 12 21 


p w 

nattering 35 19 

dwRentaam... .31 17 

Rnshden 31 17 

Hayes 33 16 

nagstonlM 31 13 

Dover _33 13 

Wmdl— — 29 13 


Stevenage 31 II 

H o d n cJuid 30 II 


ddi 31 13 

I-...- .29 12 

Groan ..-28 10 

rd 34 10 

nteMnr..33 10 

mbe 33 10 

tor... 33 9 

33 7 

ore 30 7 

i 33 8 

mm.- 31 8 

rough 33 6 

— 33 5 


D L P 

8 8 52 

11 3 56 

8 6 53 

6 11 45 

12 6 45 

11 9 4S 

9 7 45 
14 6 41 

13 6 36 

7 II 39 

6 11 33 
9 9 43 . 
9 15 36 ■ 

8 15 41 

7 16 46 l 

9 15 37 • 
13 13 35 

12 II 38 
9 16 33 
7 16 39 
9 18 38 

11 17 30 


LeeSCCCEurOtkBM 
.J5 0 I 0 016 


14 0 2 


SECOND DIVISION 


taanoM CT East Fife 

Livingston .1 Owxs of 5th _ 

F*rthJt jO Clyde 

Stfrifng T Alloa 

P W D L l> A 
LMMgsmn .....29 18 8 3 55 29 
Inve y ne at CT ... 29 18 6 5 64 38 


Clyde -.29 14 

ABoa._ 19 11 


6 5 64 38 
----- 7 8 39 30 

- -29 II 6 12 55 43 

SfMeh.- -..29 It 4 14 27 32 

Sdritag ........... J9 10 5 14 40 53 

Qn een of Sd»....29 9 7 13 35 36 

— ■ 33 ^ 6 14 28 43 

.29 9 5 15 33 53 

F or far 29 6 6 17 39 58 



6 14 28 43 

5 15 33 S3 

6 17 39 58 


PORTUGUESE LEAGUE: Oaves 2 
Gukraaes 3: FC Porto 3 Lbrta 1. Sparing 
Lisbon 1 Fjrense 0 

DUTCH LEAGUE: PSV 3 Ombuur LeewMT- 
den 0; WUem H TlBurg 2 De Graahrivw 
Dms^idiem 0; SC Heerenveen 2 RKC W» 


FA CARLSBERG VASE 
SEMI-FINALS 
FIRST LEG 


LEADING SCORERS 

tge SCCCEnrOihTbt 

i (Stirling) ~T7 0 2 0 019 

tan (Inverness CT).. IS 0 1 0 0f6 


SttEaragssraBSw ‘"IS toner 


BedBngtnn. 
Itentoa 


THIR 
Berwick _»* 


LEADING SCORERS 


L» DKCMMIM 
Stefa (Boumemourt) ...14 15 0 4 34 
HareSeld iFtdfiarn) ....JO 2 1 0 033 
/Mu de* 8 godh for HoSforl 
Nvgao (Prescan) „17 3 0 0 OM 

UWBOPCD LEAGUE Premier Dfaitioa: 


RTMAN LEASLM Premier DtsMon: Mes- 
bwy 1 Hendon 0: Bidertcay town I Sough 
Z Bnwrtey 1 Walton hHersham liOieOmn 
2 Hampton 2; Oegcratvn 6 Rcdbrfdae 2 Bas- 
Boreugh 3 ChSwkn 2: 
Heyfa^2E»ri W2: Pmlget2Ciravesend 

I: Sc ARam 1 AWershoc Ibnn 1 : amrei Urd 


6 4 9 22 29 


I : Sc Aftvans 1 Akjershoc Tbvm 1 , Sunon Utd 
2 Bttwo-s Soriford 0. StwMh^i^ 
bury (P3I. Pt367): 2 Sunon UHI29-61): 3 
Pwfi£l(33-59). First Dtristom Beriihi^v 
seed fevm I Canwy Island 3: Grays Achlet- 
« O MiWenheao Otd 2; HtccNn Town 2 


East SUrlfag. 

Montrose 

Onoan's Park 
TOP FIVE 

Roe* Comity. 


Albion..::::. 

DVmbaiten. 


ID DIVISION 
.0 Dunbarton 

1 2 Raw County 3 

1 WnAnwn, | 

1 Brechin J 

( 0 Albion .0 

p w n L i* A Pts 

29 20 5 4 75 32 65 

....29 14 6 9 51 35 48 

■ -29 13 8 8 38 36 47 

‘ lo li. 2 10 39 49 60 

... 28 10 9 9 36 34 39 


BeLGMH LEAGUE: Mescerio 3 Scandal! 
Uese « : Bww 1 Gerf, a St-Biaoensf 7 Ipk- 
erw» a G Bvcrm 1 Urese I; Owknl 2 IW 
KtrtrVj 1 . Lnmmel 0 HareKxMe 1 . gndertecK 
2 Eendrachi AaKt I; aub Bruns 2 Oscend 
0: EwC efatar Mausaon 7 Gent TT^ 

RWNCH LEAGUE: Sochoux 0 Monaco l 




CUP Third rond: Wntens t 
*0* 2: Angouteme 1. IVoues 0: Oennrjr 
0 Le Mans £biinndmp 1 Lite 0: U 
jagnanie 0 Rouen 2lon): lens 1 Law! 1 

a”?' 55 P«*)- St Gew*c 

Andws 0 Nkna 2; Mac 1 Hancej 3. 


55 f«i). St Geo 
Anclm 0 Nknes 2; Mac 1 Nonces 


14 Tranmere 


37 45 


6 5 8 28 26 I 4 10 4 22 25 1 WWlIi 


Saomlay Sttrtjm p):2SIIWCPa« H; 3 

AprMctod(4):5^prCb*nlH. 


tree Town 0; Romford 0 Chertsey form I; 
UWHtlBe LBogitt R^.fown aTvfealdstoc^ 
5 Barton Rovers 2: VSforxttfng o Suines fown 


15 Stockport 


16 Portsmouth 


17 Barnsley 



42 42 


18 Swindon 


40 51 6 8 5 37 34 4 2 12 14 29 


WUHi 


19 QPR 


37 I 37 I 6 6 6 20 17 I 3 4 11 17 30 I L0WLL 


20 Port Vale 


7 2 8 16 24 


21 Oxford 



3 12 22 40 


|V , j ^ 


Lancaster 0 Whitby town I; Leigh RM 3 
Altrbcliam 2; Runcorn OColwyn Bay 1: Spav 
npfioor 0 Guiseley O; 5caWjr1tl« 2 Marine 
1; Wtasford Utd 6 Hyde UtdT (Friday!: 
Erriley 2 Worksop 2. Leading Positions: ! 
Bamber Bridge (P34, Pt560), 2 AlcrlreJwn 
[30-581: 3 Gateshead (34-57) Rrst Dfat- 
sfan: Ashton Utd 1 Lincoln Utd 1: Bradford 
PA 2 Flbttcn 1: Burscoufli 2 Belper fown 1 ; 
Eastwood fown 2 Condemn fown 0. Gr«- 


leading scorer 

lfcn a« (R»s County) 


a m 


1.- 


I; Wadir 0 Croydon 0. Second dfufafom 
Abingdon town * Hertford fown 1. Bvkfoe 


own 4 Hertford fown 1; Bwkfop 
fown 0: Bedford fown 0 When? 


na 1 Hucknail fown 1: Hanoeate fown 1 
Stoac5bridge P S ft Matkrjt fown 3 Fare- 
tay Ceicie (J- Netherfcld Kendti 0 RaOdlfle 
Bortugh 3: Treifofd 3 Alfnaon fown 2: Whit- 
ley flay 1 Drayisden KWitron Albion r Great 
Hanrvood fown i. 

LEW3JE QF WALES; Afan Udo 2 ftberys- 
wryth 2: Bangor City 0 Rhayader town i: 
Barry Town 1 Newtown 0; H^lywen I 
Caernarfon fown 2. Standings t Barry 
to wn [P25. P ts59j. 2 Enter Cabfo-W (25^, 
a ^.mnDrar (23^4}. 

■retSH CUP Qstethr-Auls: Ammanford 


Sa*wdhj3*UfclW:ZJ fcrWWoO{Ht3 
Aprat9dC(A);5AprBaTBieyH|. 


2 4 12 12 34 



22 Bury 


34 29 7 6 5 19 19 


7 11 10 32 


LLDDD 


23 Bristol C 


29 1 43 4 8 6 25 30 1 6 10 IS 35 


TomoRnmUUies KSabnhy WSfcrf in 3 
AjrSKdpcir(A):5Au-aadtadH. 


SoQKtlnRgfCBlM; 27 Hhr Bohan Apr 

RrtWe^SJ^rfbBMoR^: .. ■ 


hoe Town ft Ouiront St Peter 3 Leighton 
fown l: Heme! Hempstead 2 Bracknea town 
2: Horsham 3 fooling ft MtOum ft Hunger- 
ford town 0 Mtham town 1 ; Marlow 1 
Bansmad AcHedc 0-, Nontiwood i Hario* 
town 2; Wfodscr 6 ton 2 Metropolitan ftjfce 
0. TUrd Diiliilnn- Oapmn OCambertey Tjwn 
1 : Corinthian Casuab ) East Thurrodi Utd 


I: fgham Town 3 Ware 1; Epsom 6 Ewell i 
Southall 2: Ford Utd 7 Onshunt 0; 


j!®. R». JOURNAL HIGHLAND 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE m.i.ii.. m , 

ISSHsesatiaS 


IBCUP *99 Ffoa) (San Mego); Mb*b 2 
(Frw og 1 1. AbundH 57) iSri (rtShkSIl 
pfa ev pfay-off; Guatemala 2 WMa ' 
"THRWnONAL FRtSHDUP (ShaMlmQ: 
anna 1 (iiavhe jrfl) ( rOT o. ■' ' 


TODAY’S FOOTBALL 


h»W| 


Homchurch I Creydon Athletic 4; Kingsbury 
Town i FTackweil Hearn l: Lewes 4 Aveiey 
1; Tilbury 2 Tring town I; Wingate A FkKfi- 
fty 2 DwWng 5. 

SMRHOPF BUSH LEAGUE First DMriore 


UmMdyUtd 1 Dwiranrwn Swtffe 1. 
fagv: 1 {Henman (So. Pts62); 2 United 
(30-59); i Ovsaders (30-55). 


town 0 Conwy United ft. Carmarthen town 
, a connaii s Quay 1h«r Cable. 

toi 1; TNS 7 Cwmbran 2. 

«2“*DER-1 18 QUALIFYING CHAM. 
PIONSHIP (Friday]- England 2 brad I. 


24 Crerae 


4 3 9 20 32 


5 10 20 35 


TbemfrewGinsbyWiftiattay OArt H: 26 
MarforriioeW. 2 Ayr (Pi 


(30-59); 3 OvMders (30-55). 

BA65 IRISH CUP QnrterTMd: Carrie* 1 
OiFtonviBe 2; CoRrahie 1 Fortadown 2; D«s- 
dltey 1 Ballymena 1. Unfldd 0 Gfonawm 0. 


wmm m 


jwuth 2; ULcron m 5 

wen Tbwn 3 CambridgeOtyT^fabSTV 

SS^SteSs 

town l. Oeretta fo^oeSLESJ 

MsffiSSg 

ft Havant & Watcrt^ui. 

^wport bte-oT-Wiotir n rS 


7.30 unless stated 

HYMAN IEJUSUE Prtader OMNace 0» 

^nlwm & Redbridge v Harrow Satough 

MOBOND URGIk Premier Dfafate: 

>»■ — « a . • » — 


ton Uld v Wltpon Albin, 

w* MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DM- 
hton: Ameretone v Salisbury. Sot***” 1 
GMslmi: Dart Pom w TortorWge Ansels. 
WORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE. 
Hex Mvbini: aitheroe « Holher 
Boys. ^ 

SCREWFtX DIRECT LEAGUE P7«nlv 

DMaiaa: Keynsfem town v BacfowA ^ 
WYTTNS LEAGUE Premier W«««* 

Blackburn y Man Utd 17 .0); Sunderland » 
Aston Villa (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBWitfWN 
Hrf* OhrMon: Nortfurnpron v FulhaM 

U.0). 


sat 
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Ronaldo raring to go against United 


SONAIJXJyESTSaftDAY warned 
Manchester United that he is 

ready and waiting to ^ce than 
in their European Cup quarter 


OVERSEAS 

ROUND-UP 


preparing veiytwefoffy for the 
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The twice TOxtd Player of the 
Year has been troubled by ten- 
dinitis problems an season but 
made his first start for In- 
temarionalft in two months in 
the 2-2 draw with ciiy rivals 
Milan on Saturday nigfcL 
**T may not have the match 
rhythm bach yet, but Fm ready 
to give everything to beat Man* 


terda» whopl^yed just the first 
half of the derby, “Last night’s 
game wasitt a test It was a real 
match. It was difficult hut I did 
my duty. Tm pleased with my 
performance, Fm gra i ny 
getting better and I don't feel 
any pain any more. 

“n»teamarepiayingwefiat 
the moment and we're creating 
a lot of chances. We're also 


are a great side, and are veiy 
quick on the break. 

Tm hoping to play for the 
whole match. It will be difficult 
to do so, butltaaotriifingitouL 
Fm certain I can go out there 
and do my job well Fm con- 
vinced that the rest of the team 
are going to do the same. They 
are vers very motivated 
“Thisis going tobe the most 

important match of our season. 
Our pride is at stake and we 


must show thatwe are up to the 
mark. Fm sure both sides win 
have chances to score, a ml 
also that it will be a great game 
-possibly with a lot of goalk We 

have to accept they might score 
-we’ve con ceded goals in all of 
our recent games. 

“My presence alone won’t 
be enough - we all have to do 
better because they waft be 
frightened, not of me, or of ary 
other player” 

Yesterday Serie A leaders 
Lazio blew the chance to open 


a co mmanding load ro fog n th ey 

were held to a goalless draw by 
bottom dub Empoti. But the 
Rome dub still stretched their 
lead to five points over Milan, 
Parma and Florentine. 

Florentine wasted their 
chance to cut Lazio’s lead by 
crashing 4-1 at Venezia, 
Uruguayan Alvaro Recoba hit- 
ting his first hat-trick for the 
dub. Parma beat Bari 2-1 while 
Juventus, a further seven 
points adrift jh fifth place, beat 
Udinese2-i. 


Piacenza, Vicenza and Safer- 
nitana kept alive their hopes of 
staying in the top flight with vic- 
tories over Cagliari (1-0), Pe- 
rugia (3-0) and Sampdoria (2-0). 

Nantes moved nearer to win- 
ning the Fraich Cup fcr the first 
time in 20 years with a 3-1 vie- 
toryat Metz to read) the quar- 
ter-finals. ^ They are the only first 
division team left in the compe- 
tition. Id the league, Monaco, 
phasing a place in p ert year’s 
Champions 1, League, were hdd 
l-l at lowly Sochata. 


SPORT/5 

OUTSIDE EDGE 

Man-marked 
by an anorak 
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victory 
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MIDDLESBROUGH FINALLY 
enjoyed toeirflrst Premiership 
win of the year to ease their rel- 
egation fears -while increasing 
those of Southampton. A simi- 
lar result at Nottingham Ibrest 
next Saturday would leave Boro 
just three points short of man- 
ager Bryan Robson’s safety 
target of 42. 

Goals from strikers MIkkel 
Beck and Hamilton Ricard — 
their first in 1999 - - at the end 
of the first half put the 
Tteessiders firmly in the driving 
seat, and a third from defend- 
er Steve Ackers on 63 minutes 
sealed the win. 

Southampton, still second 
bottom, missed an opportunity 
to climb out of the chop zone 
while Boro halted an alarming 
slump in form. They had col- 
lected just three points from a 
possfote 27 going into the match. 


By Damian Spellman 

Middlesbrough 3 

Southampton 0 

today Theyknewitwas a pres- 
sure game, it was a game we 
couldn’t afford to lose. That’s 
even more ideasing when you 
lode bade at' toe performance 
A few of my senior pros really 
stood up to it and enjoyed the 
challenge today. Tb me, that’s 
good players who can do it 
when they are underpressure." 

Boro were camped inside the 
Southampton bate on 44 minutes 
when Gfenluca Ftesta’s cross 
came bade off the inside of a 
post and Beck slotted home. 

Littte more than a wmntp 

later; Paul Jones miqndged 
Robert Stockdale’s long ball 
and Ricard. without a goal since 
the 3-2 victory at Manchester 




lief at his side's first three- fully ended his drought 

i 

IS 

point haul of 1399. Suspensions Victory was assured with 63 
robbed Boro of four key players: minutes gone when Soutoamp- 
Andv Townsend, toe eunfaifn. ton foiled to dear Neil Maddi- 
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MUCK 


Gary PaDister; Paul Gascogne 
and. Mark Summerbell, all 
fared to sit the game out 
But the win came at a high 
price with midfielder Phil 
Stamp ruled out for a month 
after damaging a hamstring. 
Stamp limped off with 20 min- 
utes remaining. 

Robson was disappointed to 
have lost <me of his mostinflu- 
,-L- ential performers on the day. 
$ ‘"You haven’t scored first in a 
1 game, you h av en't wan a match, 
and ftelongerthat goes on, the 
more the confidence goes out” 
he said. “But today's results 
pits th^t bph ind u* 8 mid the lads 
cm look forward to toe rest of 
toe season now and play with 
that bit more confidence. 

■: “I was pleased with toe lads 


son’s corner and Vickers 
hammered the ball home for his 
first goal of the season. 

“We were lucky that they 
didn’t get two or three more at 
the end of the day” said Dave 
Jones, the Southampton man- 
ager. *T dotrt know. why. we. 
didn’t seem up for it, we had a 
great opportunity to get out of 
the bottom three today.” 

Goals: Beck (44} 1-0: Rlcart (45) 2-0; 
Vickers (62) 3-0. 

Wdilabnngk Schwarzer Stodulale. 
Festa, Vickers. Cooper. Gordon. Stamp 
(Deane. 71). Mustoe, Madtftson, Rkard 
(Campbell. 83). Beck. Substitutes act 
■sad: Kinder, Harrison. Berestard (gK). 
Soeem na pwe Jones; Dodd. Umdek- 
am, Monkoa CoUeoec OaMey (Hple^ 6(fl. 
Marsden. KadVouI. Le Ussier, Hughes. 
Beattie (Osrermad. 88). SobMUotes 
aoc need: Bridge, HBc* Moss (gk). 
Referee: M Reed (BlrrrtnghJcn). 
Bookings: Soothunma: Le Ussiex. 
Monkou, Marsden. Kacnkwl. 

Men of tb* a*tdu Rkard. 
Attendance: 33,387. 


Southampton’s Mark Hughes (right) gets to grips with Middlesbrough's Robbie Mustoe yesterday Empics 


ARE you like me? Hate blank 
Saturdays? Those awful bar 
ren weekends when your 
team's no longer in the Cup. 
Or the ones they've taken to 
introducing prior to midweek 
internationals. Horrendous, 
aren’t they? 

Some say it provides the 
perfect opportunity to support 
jour local non-League side. 

And, I dare say, a totally gen- 
uine fbotbaH supporter would 
do just that Enter into the 
spirit of footy and so on. 

Me? 

Well, to he quite honest, 1 
can’t be arsed. 

Don't get me wrong: I have 
tried it. The problem is, it's 
i tended to backfire. True, 
there can be distinct com- 
pensations. The reduced 
chances of a coronaiy in the 
absence of Liverpool’s back 
five, to name just one. AH in 
all, though, it's not toe same. 
You just can't get as involved 
as when it's your own lot. 

I liken it to those tedious 
school Christmas plays in 
which your friends' kids are 
involved. You know toe sort. 
You pretend you’re having a 
whale of a time, when all you 
really want is get to the pub 
or go home and see the smil- 
ing Chris Tarrant roasting his 
contestants on toe spit. 

Or perhaps even watch 
the entire 10 seconds of Stig 
Bjomebye’s Greatest Cross- 
es video. But no. Ybu’re stock 
with it whether you like it or 
not Feigned enth usiasm or a 
good kicking from toe missus. 
Either way you know you're 
cornered 

“Oh aye. Yeah, thanks for 
inviting us. Loved every sec- 
ond The kids were brilliant 
So natural. 

“Best bit? Phew, you've 
got me there. Difficult one. I 
suppose when your Enya 
dropped toe baby Jesus on his 
bead Yeah, 1 eejoyed that 
Kids, eh? Who’d have them? 

“Infect, it's a pily we can't 
see toe whole thing again, you 


know.. We can? Tomorrow 
night? 

“Ec- actually... er... isn't 
that insurance guy coming to- 
morrow night per.’" 

Mind you, boredom and in- 
difference aren't the only rea- 
sons for not going to watch 
non-League football. I mean, 
when you do go. you invari- 
ably end up next to the real 
amateur football nut. 

You must have met him. 

The flat cap that's survived 

more pigeon attacks than 
Sammy Nelson's column. The 
muffler that first saw action 
in the Crimea. The blotchy 
fawn gabardine that could 
find its way home on its own. 

This guy has not watched 
a top flight game since Alf 
Common's £1.000 transform 
1905. What’s more, from the 
smell coming from his coat, 
the cheese sandwich he took 
with him that day is still in his 
pocket Despite it all, though, 
this fellow recognises a soft 
target when he sees one. 

“Haven't seen you here 
before." 

“Nab." 

“Liverpool's game dII. 
then?" 

Yep." 

“Can’t stand those big 1 
Jessies, you know. Non 1 those 
fellas here are real foot- . 
bailers. Loro the gome. Play 
for buttons, they do." | 

And you cant get away i 
from him, no matter how hard 
you try. You walk right round 
toe pitch and he's with you all 
toe way. Babbling down your : 
ear. It’s like Nobby Stiles 1 
marking Eusebio at Wembley. 
Before long people start notic- 
ing. Even the players and the 
ref are getting suspicious. 

It’s at that point you realise 
your derisian to wear your full 
length Ron Atkinson mac was 
a big mistake. Clearly it gives 
off the wrong vibes. Especial- 
ly next to his. These days, you 
see, non-League footy is strict- 
ly for anoraks only. 

ALAN EDGE 


Adebola revival prompts derby dominance 


IN FRONT oftoeirlsggest home 
crowd for five years, Birming- 
ham treated themselves to 
their most comprehensive 
home win of the season, a 
victory that was enjoyed with 
extra reBsh given that it was a 
West Midlands derby. 

Birmingham may be nick- 
named the Blues but it was toe 
visitors who went home feeling 
decidedly depressed as their 
six-game unbeaten run came to 
a - crushing halt and they s- 


BY CONRAD LEACH 

Birmingham City 4 

West Bromwich Albion 0 

multaneously dropped out of 
toe play-off zone. And this re- 
sult left toe West Bromwich 
manages; Denis Smith, seri- 
ously doubting his players' 
commitment to reaching the 
play-offs this season, as he re- 
marked: “Some players have 
got to lode at themselves and 


ask if they want to finish in the 
top six." 

That was in stark contrast to 
Bi rmingham ’s approach which, 
after a subdued first 20 minutes, 
produced so many chances 
that with a shade more luck 
they would have at least 
matched the seven they scored 
at Oxford in December. 

The man who was more 
pleased than most was the de- 
stroyer-in-chief Dele Adebola, 
recently dropped by his man- 


ages; Trevor Francis, but who 
since his recall three games ago 
has now scored four times. 
Frauds was quick to praise his 
rejuvenated striker; saying: 
“Dele is over toe slump that 
saw him lose Ins place in the 
team. He and Peter Ndlovu 
were quite briffiant" 

Adebola, 23, himseff admitted 
afterwards that bong left out 
had done him good, but <a this 
evidence be is unlikely to be left 
out ag ain as he helped Birm- 


ingham extend their run to only 
one defeat in their last 15 
League games and virtually 
guaranteed a play-off place. 

Fbr his first goal Adebola 
turned his marker to slot toe 
ball home from 12 yards, but it 
was not until five minutes after 
the break that Ndlovu doubled 
toe lead. Controlling Simon 
Charlton’s defence-splitting 50- 
yard diagonal pass, the Zim- 
babwean cut inride the defence 
to shoot borne and n minutes 


later Adebola simply charged 
down the middle of the pitch 
and calmly scored. Martin 
Grainger completed the visi- 
tors' misery with a tap- in. 

Goal* Mrbo U (24) 1-0: NcScmi l») 2-0. 
Mefeob (62) 3-d OMinsrr (68) A-O 
Mrmasbm Cher- |4-4-2) Voctc. Bra. 
Rouiru, Johnson. Chart ron. KugKs. HpJe. 
O'Connor (McCarthy: 63). Gmktger. Adebola 
(Foma. B3], Ndtowi (For long. 83). 

Mhst BroaMtdi Albion: Whiehejit 

McOemtoa. Burgess. Cartoon. Ftxter iMmpny. 
73). Ftyrev Maresca (BortoUm 711. Sneekn. 
XHbane; De Freitas. Quinn lAncei. SO) 
Bookings: ah m hrg lnr* . Rowrn, WBA Me- 
Demon. Fhrtn. Burgess. Marcaca 
Mm T HeSbran (Co Durtumi 
Man at t be natdr Defe Adrtoti 
Wwnlwa: 29.060 


Fine for ‘sleepy’ Fowler Walker’s costly miss 
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ROBBIE FOWLER is at toe 
centre of another row as Iiver- 
pooFs squabbling season coil 
tones. The England striker 
overslept and missed training 
days after his public spat with 
^GraemeLeSaux. ' 

1 Ibrttersaaed twice in die de- 
feat ot Derby on Saturday but 
has been fined for his tie-in. 
Manager Gerard Houllier was 
reported in one Sunday news- 
paper fohavefinedhim a weeks 
wages, about £32,000, though 
sources dose to the dub su^^t 
that the figure was much less, 

around £2,000. 


A dub spokesman sakt “Rob- 
bie FhwleroverelQitaDd missed 

* wtoto^nt he 
telephoned [Houllier] to apolo- 
gise fro- his absence,” 

Jbwler still feces FA action 
after toe incident at Stamford 
Bridge, where he is alleged to 
have taunted Le Saux. 

Rangers chairman David 
Murray has launched a ted to 
buy »m ningfish dub, according 
to a report Murray made con- 
tact with Manchester City to- 
wards the end of last year about 
a possible £20m investment 


Manchester United and In- 
temarionale fens riskbeing sold 
around 10,000 forged tickets for 

friwr nhnrnpjftng ' T-pag ne matdl 
ai the San Stood Wednesday ao- 
carding to Italian poBce. Inter 
bare TOraed fens not to buy tick- 
ets from touts before the game. 
Police wifi use sophisticated 
checks at the turnstiles. 

The call from Inter came two 
days after police in Naples ar- 
rested three men and confis- 
cated printing and computer 
equipment used formakfogforg- 
eries, along with 5,000 counter- 
fiat match tickets. 


DUNDEE UNITED trust by DOW 
believe their name will be en- 
graved on to the Ttennents Scot- 
tish Cup in May writes David 
McKinney. The Premier 
League side have struggled 
against lower league opposition 
in their three ties and if they 
progress to a spmi-final meet- 
ing with Celtic they will have 
played six games in the com- 
petition. 

Paul Sturrock’s side have 
been forced to replay every tie 
so far and on Saturday they 
came within inches of going out 
to First Division Ayr United. 


SCOTTISH 

ROUND-UP 


Andy Walker; toe former 
Celtic and Bolton striker who 
scored twice from the penalty 
spot against EOmarhock in an 
earlier round, sawhis laie spot- 
kick diverted on to the crossbar 
by Sieb Dykstra, the Dundee 
United goalkeeper: The game 
finished goalless and will be 
replayed tomorrow. 

Rangers, meanwhile, took 
another step towards toe Pre- 
mier League title with a 2-1 win 
over Motherwell Goals from 


Rod TOUace and Jonatan Jo- 
hansson gave And|y Goramno 
chance on Ms return to Ibrux. Al- 
though Mark Gower; the new 

gi gnrng frnm To ttenham, pulled 

a goal back for Motherwell, 
Rangers were always in control 
Celtic recorded a compre- 
hensive 5-1 victory away to Ab- 
erdeen yesterday, Henrik 
Larsson and Mark Vkhika both i 
scoring twice, but they are still , 
10 points behind Rangers. I 
Following Airdrie’s 2-0 win 
over Stranraer; their manager 
of eight years' standing; Alex 
MacDonald, resigned. 



* » * 


Christensen’s title I Marlow storm home 


RUGBY LEAGUE RESULTS AND TABLE 


* 


m-. ' • ^ .1 v : *f. \j 




WORLD NO one Peter Gade 
Christensen wan his first AH 
England title yesterdqy with a 
hard-fougfit 15-11, 7-15, 15-10 
victory over the Indonesian 
teenager TaufikHidayat 
^Ig^experiaKedDanehadto 
liptallthe way against toe 17- 
the youn^st 
finalist in the men's singles 

since the Open era began. 

Christensen edged clear 
from li-ii in the first game, but 
tailed is the second. Hidayat 
recovered from 0-5 in the de- 
ader tolevel at 6-6, but Chris- 
teasen iron a number of key 


B ADM INTON 


points as he stretched away to 
the title It was toe third time 
this decade the championship 
had gone to Denmark. Hiday- 
at, seeded nine, had served 
notice in the past few months 
that he was improving quickly. 

Hidayat is the second 
youngert player in AH En g lan d 
history to reach the men’s sin- 
gles final Only his compatriot 
Rucjy Hartono stands ahead of 
him aft gr r ipaphing hift first final 
at toe age of 16 in 1968. Cle&rty 
he is the find of the tournament 


THE WOMEN'S Head of toe 
River Race, held on the Tide- 
way in London on Saturday, was 
won by half of the women’s na- 
tional squad racing as Marlow 
Rowing Chib. The other half 
finished second 

Under their chief coach, 
Mike Spracklen, the British 
women have moved up a gear; 
Mostly Ibis is due to Sprack- 
len’s drive and skills, although 
he has been blessed with a 
group of women who are big, 
strong and obstinate enough to 
win at the highest level. 

Marlow had the edge with 


ROWING 


Dot Bladtie at seven, behind 
her silver medal pairs partner 
Cato Bishop at stroke and with 
the single sculler Guin Batten 
at six. They were 3S seconds 
ahead of Tideway Scullers 
School, the first genuine dub 
home. 


DtUiUU lUCUl 

with Belvoic the first of 17 for- 
eign dubs, finishing in fourth 
place in I9min lSsec. Cam- 
bridge University Women's 
Boat Club won both toe Senior 
2 and Senior 3. 
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SATURDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

Draw date: 13/3/99- The winning numbers: X. SL 15, 17 , 2*, 4A. *** 

TrtS ^les: £5A,1S3,8S4. Prize Fund: £24,387.234 (45% of ticket sales). 


• Match 0 fit knot) 
Match 5 ptu» bewia Ball 

Match S 

Match » 

: Match 3 

■ • TOTALS 


S 

19 

640 

63.336 

1,019,519 

1.073.719 


£1.475.972 
£119.511 
£1.639 
£58 _ 

£10 _ 


5,873 £7.379,860 

,£ia. ' £2,270,709 

•89 £1.418,760 

is £3.093.483 

0 £10, IBS .190 

1 £24,358.007 

BreoWfie (prtMM rounded dew w w 1 

6 Group pic. Plijen must wi6or««- 


SW— H iolK^g and WwHyday DW«|; 184^84. M5. Bjrrf.m^(p^»roun4^ 

TMai wwtieiroiMi eaoj c«»»m nFicoqopo. 

.. Maybo.lustimyfoA' * tme national, loitery- 


SILK CUT 
CHALLENGE CUP 
QUARTER-FINALS 

(Saturday) 

CaatWtard Ml 50. Salfonl M) 10. CMto- 
for* T«e» Regers 2. Cmva. Maloney Rape; 
Goab Orr 5. SSkh* Wf BroMbent Corif 
Blahetey 3. 15.236) 

(nstm/ayl 

Bradford (20) 52. Warrington 10) 16 
Bradford: Udkona 4. Baytk For- 

shaw. NayfcK R FnuL Spruce. iNWiers; Goata 
H l^iil 6. lhirta|Ua:1Hia Fount Kohe- 
Low, WHson; Goal* Brim 2. (1(1430) 

L— OH P4J 54. WUUiham 16) G. Lao- 
doa: Trie* OflUh 5. BeaUey: Edwaids. 
FtetAw. Thnu. Vtaune Qodi Warttxi 7. 
WUtananm in Oiambcrs; Seal 
HetMrtngion. (i.5W) 

| TODAY'S 
NUMBER 

80 

The number of 1 
seconds' duration I 
of the sumo bout I 
between grand I 
champion | 
Takanohana and 1 
Kotonishiki in I 

I Osaka yesterday. 
Bouts usually last 5 
to 10 seconds. 


MdMM (4) 10. LMda (10) 46. WMOw! 
*1 Monro; dealt Hewitt 3. Laoilr TH*i 
Hay 3. smrteld 2. Goddcn. Golden. Mc- 
Dermott. Riven: Goal* Harris 5. (6.375) 

NORTHERN FORD 
PREMIERSHIP 
Ommban (20) 35. HajMhlif pj I. P — - 
boy: Dm FMai 3. Godfrey 2 . Graham. 
Hides: Goal* Eaton 3: Drop goal Eaton. 
Kef^Uey: Wes Ramfltaw: dual* Wood 2. 

itaaenur (0) 30. BadOf (S 39. '■rta AIBe 
GttiRKvme. Ken; Southentwood. 
Summers: Goat* Crease* 3. Batlw Wea 
Price 2. w» 2. njo*c doali Price v orop 
jmal Jadison. (74l) 

itoxriac (10) 14. HnH HR (IS) 26. Haa- 
*Jec Dries Irwin. Water: Gaik Rentier 
3. Had nfc Irks Gene, fetching. Rouse, 
’bewa: Goal* Charles S. (2.0S4) 


Over the lest four months, 'ending footb.ni! writers and 
broadcasters have been voting for their a!! tune F.A. Cup 
great eleven. Now all the votes are in, The independent 
can exclusively reveai the twelve winners of the 
F.A. Cup Legend Awards i hey are 


Ingram 3. Fairdough 2. Dean. Kendrick. 
Murray: Ooob D Puna 4. (1,203) 
HorkfeigKH (14) 22, Bnualef (41 16. 

trial Owe 3. Jentan*. Wt»d- 
cock: Ooal woBams. Prauil a y. W — Pot - 
mr2.GFnaeman:aoalBACu6oii52. (852) 
kbrfc (4) 16. Sadatsa CIA) 15. Itarh: 
Irlaa Bern 2. CaHagtian, S HB. flnratv 
Mu Blfly. EwRS. Cardand; Ooal Cartbnd; 
Drop (oal Watson. (831) 

P N D L F APB 


Jim Montgomery 

Biliy Wright 
Alan Hansen 
Danny Blanchf lower 
Dave Mac Kay 
Stanley Matthews 
Linm Brady 
Eric Cantona 
Ricki Villa 
Ian Rush 
Stan Mortensen 

Manager: Boo Stckoe 


(Sunderland 1973) 

(Wo I vo 5 19-49) 
(Liverpool 1586.38.89) 
(Spurs 1961,62) 

(Spurs 1961.62} 
(Blackpool 1948,31,53) 
(Arsenal 1973, 79,80) 
(Man Utd 1994,96) 
(Spurs i9S!) 

(Liverpool 1936,89.92} 
(Blackpool 1949,51,53) 

(Sundc-riand 19731 


Vort « 

Hall KR 3 

UM 6 

Bay .4 

Barrow ,3 

DnMban ,._A 

■Maca. >3 

Las Lfu... } 
Wort dM taa 4 


UMam.,3 I 
mcAtwa J2 1 

Milan A 1 

IMfhlay a 1 

Prill--— -4 I 

OWHtt J 1 

Hothdala A 1 


ROLF APB 

3 0 1 97 SO 6 

3 0 1 TO 45 • 

3 0 0 55 34 6 

3 0 1 % BS t 

2 0 2 73 42 4 

2 0 1 68 46 4 

2 0 2 90 76 4 

2 0 1 42 42 4 

2 0 1 41 56 4 

1 1 2 64 107 3 

1 1 3 90 137 3 

I 0 2 60 4fl a 


42 42 3 
66 67 2 
70 75 2 
50 70 2 
24 50 2 
62 B8 2 


Ail you have to do to win the tickets to one of the F.A, 
Cup semi-finals is to look at the above MA Legends 
XI and select the three players that you think received 
Che most voces from the panel. Phene the number 
below and leave- the names together with your name, 
fuk add'- css and daytime telephone number on the line. 
The first two correct entries randomly selected will win 
3 pair of tickets to one of the AXA sponsored f.A, 
Cup Semi-Finals, including travel and overnight 
accommodation i f required. 

CALL 0906 470 0438 


nhu Auddand 18 Nenft Sydney 22; Bai- 

mahi 16 Melbourne 6; Brisbane 6 CronuJU 
14, Penrith 30 North Quoenstmd 2; St 
GrtqwuRnram IB Canterbury 24; Sydney 
City 46 Manly 0. 
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Cheltenham Festival: The Champion Hurdle favourite is being spoken of in the same breath as legends of t he 


Can Istabraq leap to greatness? 


JUST as each generation grows 
up with its own fashions, so too 
does each new brood of punters 
cherish the horses of its youth 
Whether they wore winkle- 
pickers, kaftans or safety pins, 
everyone likes to think that 
the champions of their own 
golden age were the finest of 
them all. 

It is why the windows will 
steam up in bars across Chel- 
tenham this evening, whenev- 
er someone dares to suggest 
that Istabraq could be the 
greatest horse ever to jump a 
timber hurdle. The real old- 
timers will sit up straight and 
remember Hatton's Grace and 
Sir Ken, who both won three 
Champion Hurdles in succes- 
sion in the 1950s. At the next 
table, the post-War baby 
boomers may put the case for 
Persian Wan another triple- 
champion from the late 1960s. 

But it is the forty-somethings 
who will argue most fiercely, 
and insist that the hurdlers of 
the 1970s have never been sur- 
passed before or since. Even 
punters too young to have 
backed them will know the 
names and the stories - Night 
Nurse, Monksfield and Sea Pi- 
geon, dual champions all, and 
almost contemporaries. Be- 
tween 1976 and 1981, no other . 
horse could get near them at 
Cheltenham, and of the cham- 
pions since, to most punters' 
min ds, only See You Then 
might have fared any better 
Until now. Twelve months 
ago, the cheers for Istabraq 
started when he was still a 
speck at the top of the distant 
hhl, so easily was he cantering 
away from his Champion Hur- 
dle field. He is a very short price 
not simply to win tomorrow’s 
70th running of the hurdling 
championship, but to do so by 
at leak seven lengths. He will 
(probably) become the first 
dual winner of the Champion 
Hurdle since See You Then, 
who won three between 1985 
and 1987. 

Finding a place for Istabraq 
among tbe greats of earlier 
eras depends, inevitably, on 
your point of view. But if there 
is one person who has had a 
very good look at most of the 
leading hurdlers of the last 25 
years, it is Jonjo O’Neill who 
won a Champion Hurdle on 
Sea Pigeon, beating Monks- 
field into second, and also rode 
Night Nurse on several occa- 
sions. His thoughts may come 
as a shod: to the tap-room de- 
bating society. 

“In my honest opinion, Sea 
Pigeon was the best of them [in 
the 1970s], because he had so 
much speed,” O'Neill said yes- 
terday. “He won two Champion 
Hurdles, he should have won 
three and possibly could have 
had four 

“But 1 think Istabraq is a bit 
spedaL He is as good, if not bet- 
ter and I can't see anything else 
winning on Tuesday." 


GREG 

WOOD 


That said, O’Neill also feels 
that “ifSea Pigeon was around 
now, he'd win six Champion 
Hurdles, because they (font go 
up the biD twice [the route of the 
race has changed! and the 
ground is always good [due to 
vastly improved drainage]. 
He'd have the ideal conditions. 
He was just bom 20 years too 
early, and so was L* 

But such is his respect for 
Istabraq that if there were a 
championshi p in the Twilight 
Zone with both horses entered 
and in their prime, and O'Neill 
bad his pick, you suspect he 
might opt for the current cham- 
pion. 

“In one sense Istabraq is the 
better horse because you can 
ride him any way," he said. 
“You can the running if 
you want to, or drop him out 
last, because he's got such a 
good attitude. Sea Pigeon had 
to be ridden to suit him. If you 
arrived too soon, or the race 
wasn't run at a proper gallop, 
you were in trouble. He should 
definitely have won the first 
Champion Hurdle he ran in, but 
I got there too soon on him. 
When you've got a horse that’s 
adaptable, you've got the real 
McCoy." 

If O’Neill is a little partial in 
his opinion of Sea Pigeon, few 
would blame him. Supporters of 
Night Nurse, however, will 
point out that his best Time- 
farm rating, 182, is the highest 
ever awarded to a hurdler He 
also recorded 20 victories m tbe 
space of just two championship 
seasons, in 1976 and 1977. 
These are difficult numbers to 
argue with, and it is also worth 
remembering that Night Nurse 
was top-class over fences too, 
finishing second to little Owl in 
the 1981 Gold Cup and winning 
valuable handicaps including 
the Mandarin Chase. 

Hie great unknown, of 
course, is what Istabraq may 
yet achieve. His winning dis- 
tance last year; 12 lengths, 
equalled the record for the 
race, and it will be no surprise 
if he claims it for himself to- 
morrow. His most recent Time- 
farm rating following the 14th 
victory of his 16-race careen 
was 172, just 101b shy of Night 
Nurse himself. 

Both targets will be within 
sight if Istabraq produces the 
performance which his sup- 
porters have come to expect 
And even if he does not quite 
mark himself down as the pre- 
eminent hurdler of the centu- 
ry, the latest generation of 
punters will surely have a 
champion whose honour win be 
defended in the pubs of Chel- 
tenham well into the new mil- 
lennium. 



Istabraq in full flight is one of the most glorious sights in jump racing and he is odds-on favourite to win a second successive Champion Hurdle tomorrow Pat Mealy 


WHAT MAKES ISTABRAQ A CHAMPION 


John Gosden, Istabraq ‘s first 
trainer who guided his career 
as a racehorse on the Hat. 
feels that one factor above all 
has helped Istabraq to realise 
his potential. “He wasn’t 
overused as a young horse," 
Gosden says, "and that was 
critical to his development. 

He has been able to improve 
with age. he wasn’t used up 
early on." 

By the start of his four-year- 
old season, Istabraq had 
shown plenty of ability in 
staying races but his owner’s 
policy was to send any horses 
which were unlikely to be 
Group class to the sales. "We 
wanted to make sure that he 
went to the right home, 
because we knew he had a lot 
of development in him. 

Timmy Hyde bought him for 
JP McManus and the rest, as 
they say, is history." 


With his Hat pedigree - his dam produced the Derby winner Secreto - 
istabraq is not a big horse, but he is well-proportioned. Good 
CONFORMATION is an aid to soundness, and he has rarely been 
troubled by the niggling injuries, for instance to the back and 
which plague many jumping horses. 


POWERFUL HOCKS provide 
the impetus for quick, clean 
jumping throughout a race. 
Although he was tiring, 
Istabraq flew the eighth and 
final flight in last year's 
Champion Hurdle as cleanly as 
he had the first. 


As a two-year-old. Istabraq 
had problems with his 
JOINTS, from which he was 
given time to recover. He was 
allowed to mature at his own 
speed and when he graduated 
to hurdling, still had plenty of 
racing left (n him. 




The hardest part of a 
horse to train is 
often char BRAIN, 
j but Istabraq has a 
willing, no-nonsense 
attitude to hard 
work. “I think gelding 
helped with that,' 
John Gosden says. 
‘He used to be a bit 
of a worrier, but 
there's no doubt 
gelded horses stay 
very true and genuine 
to the game." 


Istabraq has a good 
STRIDE and a high cruising 
speed, which gives his 
jockey the freedom to ride 
the race of his choosing. 


HEART and LUNGS which are his 
engine and petrol tank respectively. 
They need to be unusually good at 
supplying oxygen to hard-working 
muscles. 


THE WEEK AHEAD: SPORT ON TELEVISION 


TODAY 
ft i i cai tai 

14.45-1 5JS BBC? Bflarch of Mr Dm Pe- 
VI MAS to ClOC*S 

19.00- 19.30 BBC1 ACtaoMkmof Span 
vVih Lr-.vi McAliwr. rail# driver Rfcfvad Bum. 
£ II" V Km lev Jnfl P3MU RldcflWe 
22.40-00.15 Channel 4 at Chefcttiham 
.'-hn Frjrjoimhc Inohs Jt the contendere 
00 30-01 30 nv FecXbaB bon fttncowKlc 

SaMfflte 

1 3.00- 1 5.00 5*>y XMttc, ? Basketball Dor- 
1'. *f.nm i- Mm.:ncster Gunu 

1 5.00- 1 7.oo Skv Spam : Live Cricket Wus* 
ir*Jnv. AiiMt.Uij Sc.: ond lest (continued 
» 7 JO-22 00] Bruit Lora's Lwt cluncr ro red- 
uce, i U'Sjtvii wr lor Vlfc.-st Indies Defeat her* 
after ;he.i diw .. -u.il loi 51 in tbe li« 
n.nuia be a 'h.ifter.ng wow 

1 7.00- 1 B OO UK Cold All Creature Great 
and Small I-imcs upsets owners at a local 
£ie»ncmnd nark ivirfi questions about the 
nf* hint el ihc tnrfi It’s a vel's life 

20.00- 21 JO ftyfftoire l Sports Auction 
li.otovef.iKeol the Spoio Legends auction 

20.00- 22.00 <3,y 5 poets 3 bwrnnaUooal 

S owh AusPJli.1 * fcnjLmd - Second lest 
tuples 


TUESDAY 

Terrestrial 

1 3 JO-1 6.30 Channel s Racing fro™ Out- 
Knham The Test v.V gets under way with die 
Champion Humic |at 1S.I5| topping Bur biR 
2230-23.20 BEC1 The FooctuH WTOon- 
alre> Alan Hansen l.iHi to the Hkn rt Alan 
Shcaro. David Beckhnn and Me Rad Ciwen 
jrour ihe pressures of fame Poor petals 
23.3Q-QCL05 1 W Champions* Lugne Spa. 
dal Preview 

00 . 0041 .SO BSC I On the Waterfront Mar - 

1, -n Brando as .1 baunj hopeful He coulda 
been J contender instead of a bum 

Satellite 

II .00-1 2JM Sky Spurts 1 tobtatomdaEns- 

i.sn Imetiutdnai Open - women's singles Fi- 
nal 

15.00- 1 7.00 Sky Spoils 2 Cricket West In- 
dies v Australia (continued 17 30>22.00) 
19jO-T9M Sky One Dream Tbma The con- 
tinuing travails of Hanrhesier united 

19. 00- 21.30 Euraspon Football Cdra Vigo 
V Marseille live. The Spaniards who beat As- 
ton Villa and Liverpool take on the French 
tide 

19.30- 20.00 Sky One Tire Simpsons Mr 
Sums loins Homer's bovtlmir team 
19.3<M2JJ0 ^Sports 3 R4 Cap Footban 
Tottenham v Barnsley replay. Barnsley akn to 
re the Nauonwwe side in pte semi- 
finals while Spore' knees go all trembtey at 
the prospect of another tnp to Wenetfey 

20.00- 22.00 Sky Sports 1 Premier League 
Snooker 

21.30- 00.00 Eurosport FootbeO Uef.r Cup 
Highlights Ftuma v Bordeaux. Lyonnais v 
Bologna. Roma v ArtedcP Madrid 

22.00- 23.00 Sky 5 pons 2 UM tom* 
Men's doubles finals bom the English Open 
Oumpiorofifp; 


WEDNESDAY 

Ifefmtrial 

1 3 JO-1 G JO Channel 4 Ibobg Treat QkI- 

reahain The Queen Mother Champion Chose 
nr i * 35 heads the card fhfgtHighis at 23.30) 

19.30-2240 nv The Bfe Maedi Manchester 
United defend their two-goal lead from the 
nrsr legal CHd Traffont agAnst heemadenab! 
I kick-off 19 45). inter may sun with Ronal- 


do on the bench following the 45 minutes 
he played in the Milan demy on Saturday. It 
he Is thrown into the action United's future 
In Europe will rest on the ElOm shouMere 
of Jaap Scam 

2130-0035 ITV Qmnphme League Hteh- 
lights United and the best of the rest 
00.55-04.40 C5 k* Hockey Phoenix Coy- 
otes » Detroit Redwings 

01.4S-04.0S C4 Mnumtu Football 
lutla Sene A action 

02.10-03.55 rrv Champions LoagM Full 
coverage al Dynamo Kiev v Real Madrid 

17.3042.00 *kv Sports 2 Uw Cricket West 
Indies v Australia second Test (continued 
17 30*22.00) 

19.00- 22.00 Sky Sports I Golf Extra 
Round-up 

20.00- 21-30 hky Sports 1 Rugtry League 
World News bom around the world 

32.00- 2330 Sky Sports 1 FA Cup FW 
Classic* Leeds v Sunderland In 1973 

22.00- 23.00 Shy Spores 2 Wi Vmnki 
Mai's doubles final from die English Open 
Champion ships 


THURSDAY 

Terrestrial 

1 130-1 630 C4 Rating from OMfcootam 
The Gold Cup at 15 t S sees Teemn Mill and 
Florida Pearl go head-to-head 

1 9.00- 21 35 CS European Cup Whiners' 
Cup Urieraruav Chelsea: wfcha 3-0 lead bom 
the first leg. Chefcea shouldn't have much now- 
bieeadngpast this ordinary Norwe g ian Ode. 
Viotli may take the opportunity to rest some 
of his principal players (lock -off 19 JO) 
23-30-00-35 nv The sports Show Dis- 
cussion hosted by Eamonn Hofcites 

Satellite 

13.00- 17.00 Sky Sports 1 Eure Ibur Golf 
Action from tbe first day of the Moroccan 
Open In Royal D' Agadir 

19.30- 22.00 Sky Spores 3 Live lea Hock- 
ey Super league play-off 

19.30- 2130 Eurosport Football Uderen- 
gov Chelsea See CS 

21 -00-22.00 Sky Sports 3 Ure Golf from 
the Bav Hill event in Orlando. Bondi 
2130-2330 Eurosport FoocbaH Live action 
from the Cup-Winners' Cup: Msccabl Hairs 
v Lokomotiv Moscow 


FRIDAY 

Satellite 

1 3.00-1 7.M Sky Sports 1 Enra Ibor Golf: 
More from Royal D Agadir 
14X0-1630 Eurosport Short 'frock Speed 


leads vWJgan, presented by I 

21 .00-23.00 Sky Sports 2 Uwa Oolf More 
bom Bay Hill 

21 3033.00 Sky MovfeMax Stud Shaqufile 
CTNaal plays an arms designer. Presumably 
dm is tne sorts of role Wnnie Jones u now 
Interested In. Perhaps they could set a se- 
quel In south London vrtji \flrwie and Shaq 
as cop buddies. They may bend the rules, but 
by God they get results... 


SATURDAY 
tonwnrtaJ 

08.00- 09.00 (4 H uphu i H Spott 

1 0.00- 1 1.00 C4 toMt Rugby with TMh'- 
ry Lacroix 

1 1.00- 12.00 C4 Gumiu Football ItalU 
1230-17^5 B8C1 GeandMoad Indudes 


Scotland v Ireland tve from Murrayfleld In the 
Bve Nadons' Cha mp ion sh ip 
13.10-1 3. 4 S (TV On the Bol Football mag- 
azine 

1X45-1430 NBA 99 Basketball 

1 4.00- 1 530 CS Sports Week on S Round- 
up 

14^5 -1 7.05 C4 Raring Ungfleld and New- 
castle 

22-35-23-45 BBC I Match of tbe Day Ar- 
senal v Coreniry b the featured match 

Saeem* 

09.00- 10.00 Eurosport fnui Cimnri y 
SbBngVVarnems World Cup 30km beescyle. 
from as>o 

1 030-1 2.00 Eurosport Std Jtanplog K 1 35 
event bom StowtHa 

13.00- 1 7.00 Sky Sports 3 Boro Tbw Gulf 
More from Morocco 

1330-17.00 Sky Sports 2 Rugby Union 
England w France (tack-off 1 4 30) 

1 4. 45-1 6.00 Eurosport Cydtag World Cup: 

Milan-San Remo classic 

19.0041 AW Shy Sports 1 BaakMtaaa Live 

from me Budwelser League, with Suzanne 

Dando 

20.00- 23.00 Sky Sports 2 Ford Golf USA 
More bom Bay Hill 

20.00- 2230 Shy Sports 3 Spanish Foot- 
ball Lwe anion from a leodkigSprofah 

21 .00- 23.00 Sky Sports I Saturday 
Nlgbc Live bating 

12.00- 14^*5 Eurosport Cross Country 
Swing Men's 50hm freestyle five 


SUNDAY 


1330-17.10 B8CI Staaday Grandstand 
Features ke hockey's Stnerloogue Chal- 
lenge Cup final. ShefneidvNottingnam Ran. 
thersbvebom the Sheffield Arena. Also: the 
TV Masters Rally Sprint at SUveratone 

1 3.45- 18.05 C4 Football lUUa 
00.15-00-45 CS Sports TMK 
00-45-04-40 C5 Ux Hochry Uve NHL ac- 
tion 

SMdhe 

09.00- 10-00 Eurosport Nordic ComMnod 
SkSqg Lire World Cup rwsnr from Roland 
11-00-1430 Sky Sports 1 Use AnmMI As- 
ton vma v Chelsea (Mck-ofl 11.30) 
1230-1630 Sky Sports 3 EoroToar GoU 1 
Moroccan Open, final day 

1430-1 730 Sky Spores 2 HtartWigmuCup 
Rtaol Iflttenham V Lenster. With Grerge Cra- 
ham in charge at Spurs, don't «pea a re- 
peat of the cwJjer PA Cup performances of 
the Eighties. Ricky Villa might have been ui 
Argentina's World Cup-winning squad but 
George would probably consider mm a lux- 
ury ff Muny Uzet and Neil Lennon coin get 
3 grip on the midfield. Leicester might now 
a chance. If not this might be a one-sided 
affair 

18-00-1030 Sky Sports 1 Soper Loam*. 
Sc Helens v Gateshead, ady the second game 
in the ton flight for the turn from me norm- 
east [kick-off id.Of] 

20.00- 23-00 Sky Spurts 2 Fotxf Golf USA 
Oaf Tour from the Bay Hilt invitational 
1730-2030 Sky Sports 3 Scottish FOoe- 
twffl Kflmamoek v Cetttc 
1030*12.15 Eurosport Ski Jvmsinv live 
ftun the MBS event 

12.1 5-14.00 Eurosport NoraeCeqiMKd 
Siding Cross-country, bam Roland 
1 830<2030 Eunaport Can Uve acdon from 
the FedEx Championship Series In Mivni 

21 .45- 23 M Eurosport 'feuds Uw (mm the 
ATP lour Mercedes Super 9 Tournament in 
Florida 

Sam Wallace 


THE WEEK AHEAD: MAIN EVENTS 


TUESDAY 

WICWfcTlw Cheltenham FestfvQlgecsun- 
dennety with The Champion Huttfle the cen- 
trepiece of the first day at Pnestbury Ryle, 
where the Guinness and champagne flow 
m equal amounts and Anglo-Irish relations 
are further cemented through che love of 
great horses. The Irish have the odtteron 
favourite. Istabraq. who won easily and 
landed some monster bets last year. Ex- 
pect the stand roof to be raised when, bar- 
ring an accident, he does It again. 

FOOTBALL; Tottenham Hotspur go to 
Barnsley to contest the last of this sea- 
son's FA Cup quarter -finals, white the rest 
of Europe focuses on the second leas of 
the Uefa Cup quarter-finals -m which the 
Italians took to have the upper hand. 
Bologna hold a three-goal lead bom the 
first tag and look sure to quality for the 
semi-finals Rarmj and Roma both scored 
crucial away goals In 2-1 defeats at Bor- 
deaux and Adecloo Madrid respective^ and 
two more Italian semt-ftnafars would not 
beasurprise. Celta Vigo, who also scored 
m a first-leg 2-1 defeat, are favourites to 
make up the last four. 


WEDNESDAY 

FOOTBALL; Intemazionale await Man- 
chester United and destfny awafes the men 
from Old Trafford. Ronaldo or not. Unit- 
ed should nave done enough in the 2-0 
first-leg win to mate the last four, where 
they should be joined ty Dynamo Wat Bay- 
ern Munich and Juventus. 

RACING: Cheltenham. Clay Two. Highlight 
is rhe cnotnBf Queen Mather Champton 
“Chase, a wide-open event for fast-fump- 
mg steeplechasers. The Guinness and 
champagne wDI continue to flow. 


THURSDAY 

FOOTBALL: Kevin Keegan ixweas Ws first 
England squad ror the Important Euro 
2000 qualifier against Poland. Some in- 
[emotional careers will come to an end. 
others will begin. Will he recall Hoddle re- 


ject Chris Sutton? Is Andy Cole scuta con- 
tender? Meanwhile, back In Europe. 
Qiebea should ease their way into the last 
four of the Cup Winners' Cup where they 
should hope to avoid Lazio (more Italians) 
in the semi-final draw. 

RACING: Gold Cup Day at Cheltenham 
where aO the questions win be answered. 
Is Ireland's Florida Pearl another Aride or 
another fane dawn? Can England's Tee- 
ton Mill maintain an incredibly successful 
season for trainer Veneda WWams? Or w» 
there be another shock rhe last year? What- 
ever die result, soil a odai wave of Guin- 
ness and champagne. 


FRIDAY 

FOOTBALL: Both Manchester United and 
Chelsea will be hoping they have an In- 
terest In the draws for rhe semi-finals of 
the European chib competitions. 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Leeds .Rhinos and 
Wigan Warriors meet as Super League 
gathers momentum. Leeds triumphed In 
their Challenge Cup de but Wigan won't 
let them have It all their own way. 


SATURDAY 

RUGBY UNION: Five Nations action 
sees France the visitors to Twickenham, 
where England are the only unbeaten side 
in the most en]oyable championship for 
years. Scotland play hosts to Ireland who 
disappointed against England two weeks 
ago. Too close to can. 


SUNDAY 


FOOTBALL: the Worthington Cup Rnal 
ac Wtemblcy, Leicester C3cy v Tottenham 
Hots put Injury-hit Leicester, who won this 


talniy try to con tain rental bed Spurs and 
hlr mem on the break but their manag- 
er, Martin OTileiri. is always llke^ to spring 
a surprise. A trophy in George Graham's 
first season bi charge of fetttnham would 
be nothing short of miraculous, bearing 
in mn»d the dross they were serving up 
before Ns arrival. 


BIRTHDAYS 


TODMfi American lodwy Cash Asitussen 
was bom in 1962. A winner of the Edipse 
Award fbr cot apprentice « the age of 
17. hi the 1979 season, with a total of 
263 winners, became to Europe In 1982. 
At Chepstow m 1 9S3, he made history 
as the first American jockey to ride a win- 
ner for the Oueen. 

WEDNE5DM& The finest amateur golfer 
or an time. Bobby Jones, was bom in 
1902. Jones, who never turned profess 
stonal, won the Open Cha m pi onsh ip three 
times and the US Open four times, and 
remains the only man to win che "Grand 
Slam" of oiJ four majors (in 1930J. 
THURSDAY Snooker player Aie* hfiggtns 
was bom in 1949. He won two wofM 
Cities. In 1972 and in 1982. 
in 1952. the celebrated flat rating lock- 
par Eddery was bom He won the first 
bis tine titles In 1974. In 1990 he be- 


came the first man since Gordon 
Richards. In 1992. ro ride 200 winners 
bi a season. 

Swedish skier Ingemar Sten mark was 
bom In 1956. He won gold medals at 
the 1 980 Olympics in the slaJom and gf- 
ant sl alom. 

FRIDAY; Norman Yhrdtey, the termer 
England and '•farkshb* cricketer, was bom 
In 1915. He captained his national side 
on 14 or the 20 occasions he ployed for 

Diem. 

Nigel Clough, the Former England and 
Nottingham Forest striker who is now 
Pjjjy^fian^er for Burton A&Hon. was 

SUNDAY Brian dough. Nigel's father, 
was bom In 1935. 

Kristiansen bom in 
** wor,d r«ords 
at 5.000. 10,000 metres and marathon. 


THE WEEK AHEAD: FIXTURES 


TODAY 

RACING (National Hunt unless stated): 
Plumpton (first race 2.0); Stratford 
(1.50); Taunton (2.IQ). 


TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL (7.45 unless stated): Uefa 
Cup qnreer-finols second leg: Roma 
v Adectco Madrid [7.30. 1-2). cSta Vigo 
V Marseille (8.45, 1-2): Lyon v Bologna 
(7.30. 0-3); Rarma v Bordeaux (530. 
1-2). AXA-sjwnsored m Cup shtA 
rand: Bandeyvlbcunham. Matfomride 
League Fire* DMstou: Bury v Wbhier- 
hampton. Crewe v Grimsby. Second DM- 
ston: Blackpool v Bournemouth: Man 
Chy v Notts County State v Fulham. IMnf 
□Mshm: Brentford v Halifax; Rotherham 
v Cardiff. Tho Auto Ufadscreens Shield 
Northern Ann Final first kg: Wigan v 
Wrexham. Tin Ano Wsdscrans 
Shield Southern Arm Huai second tag: 
Wttsail vMHtwaa (0-1). Nationwide Goo- 
ference: Cheltenham v Famborougtr, Leek 
town v Southport: Northwlefi v [ton 
er.Rushden 


town v Southport: 

* Diamonds v Dover Welling 


oncast- 


v Stevenage Mtotawv Kettering.’ 

Scottish Cup nftli-romid replay: 
Dundee Utd v Ayr. Scottish League 
TWW OMskm Albion v Montrose (730): 
Dumbarton v Cowdenbeath (7-30). 
RACING: Cheltenham (2.0): Sedgefield 
J2.«); SOUTHWELL (All-weather Flat. 


WEDNESDAY 

roOTBAl! [7.45 unless stated): Euro- 
“ M Champions’ Lreagua qaarw- 

n Dynamo Kiev v Real 

MatWd (1-1): intemazionale v Man Utd 
0-2): Koisersiautem v Bayern Munich (0- 
J): Olympiata* u Jwentus (1-2) . Natioo- 
wfata Con femma.- Rarest Green v Wovil. 
Seottisa Uagoe First DMdnu a«de- 
banh V Ayr (7.30). F» ‘ 

Natfotnl Lea go* Ptml 

Rnn Harps v Sligo Rovers (3.0). 
RUGBY LEAGUE (7.30): Northern 
FOrtf Premiership: Featherstone v 
Widn es; W hitehaven v Lancashire Upw. 
BASKETBALL: Budwelser League: 
Peugeot Bullets Birmingham v Edin- 
burgh Rocks (7.30, of Aston Villa) 
RACING-. Cheltenham (2.0); Hunting- 
don (1.50): Newton Abbot (1.55). 


THURSDAY 

FOOTBALL (7.45 unless stated): Eare- 
pean Cap W ta neW Cap qoaiTer-lIoala 
7 Lazio v Paramos (4-0); Mac- 


TOOMfc TheOndnrati RedSmCWngs. tfie 
first proftessionai baseball beam, played 
their first match ter money afpiftM Great 
Wfestem bi 1869. 

Test crichrt began In 1877. when James 
Uflywhire's touring Englaid sWe met the 
Austrafians at the Meftoume Cricket 
Ground, 

TOMORROW; in 1S72 the first FA Cup 
final was contested by Wanderers and 
Royal Engineers. A crowd of 2.000 saw 
VteKterer score tiw only goal of the gone. 
WEDNESDAY: Comfahman Bob FitzsifTv 


cabi Haifa v Lokomotiv Moscow (0-3): 
Real Mallorca v varteks (0-0): Valerenga 
v Chelsea (0-3). FA1 Harp Lager 
National League Premier Oitbte: 
Bohemians v Bray Wanderers; Dundalk v 
Derry City 

RACING: Cheltenham (2.0): Hexham 
J235): UNGRELO [All-weather Flat. 
2 . 20 ). 


FRIDAY 

FOOTBALL (7.45 unless stated): FAX 
lUcp Lower Premier DMHon: Shei- 
btjume v Sligo; Waterford v Shamrock 
Rovers. 

RUGBY LEAGUE (7.30): JJ8 Sports 
Soper League: Leeds v Wigan. 

RUGBY UNION (730): A Interna- 
donate England v France (1.30) (or 
Redruth); leafy v Wales I of Rovfao): Scot- 
land v Ireland (7.0. at Myrssidel Under- 
21 larertHUanata: England v France (of 
Wbrresrerj; Italy v wales (2.0. at Udine)-. 
Scotland v Ireland (6.30. or Srtoqe- 
Itaugh. Stirling), dob match; Harle- 
quins v Biarritz. 

BASAL rflALL: BndwiUer League: 

Milton Keynes Uom v Renault Leicester 
Riders (7 JO); Westfield Sharks Sbeffieid 
v Manchester Giants (7.45). 

f 2 - 30 *: Folkestone 
SOUTHWEa (All-weather Flat. 


SATURDAY 

roOTBAU. p.OJj W Carting Pre- 
w rashlp : Arsenal v Coventry: Bladtbum 
v Whnbtadon: Leeds v C teby. Nottm 
Southampton v 
W t d . : ^ am w Newcastle. 

" nte Weteoo; 

zumsim u wu/vuoi>hnwtwft_-. o_i ■ j>,. 


Wolwrhampion; Bristol City 
v Bradford: Crewe v Oxford Utd; " 


v awuiuwi. snen uta v Port y a je- 

I^P 0 !}..y.-?? nn gre : Sunderland v 

Wttete v Bury; West Brom v 

D **I slofl: Chesterfield 
* MM at y (6.0); Ful- 
NrS^ POOl; ou £ , Shwn Y Lincoln 

Pres / on t. Boumemoutn: 
y Wycombe; Stoke v Nates 
Couny VtalHfl v Bristol Rovers; Wrw- 
hamjr Burnley; Vbrk v Wigan. TUrd 
WriWoiK Cambridge utd v Mansfield; 
M?* » Darlington v 

w Cardiff (12.151: 
'L® ,l 8hton; Hun v PTymouth; 

borough. Scunthorpe v Leyton Orient 


anniversaries 


monabeat "GenBenuHi" Jim Corbett to 
win the world heavyweight boxlno title 
0t ^ 1S97 8 

THURSDAY! Oxford s0r s 

1 Wtekenh *n. Scofland 
wori2T-16and wanton to take mat se*. 

son s championship. sea ^ 

SkTURDAY; in 1898 the first recorded 


Shrewsbury v Chester Swansea v KaB- 
r»C Torquay v Scarboroqgn. Norton- 
»«e Conference: Cheltenham * 
Kettering; Doncaster v WelHng; Fam- 
barough v Northwich; Hayes v Southport, 
Hednesfbrd v fieovil; Hereford v Barrow: 
Kidderminster v Dover: Kings con Ian v 
Wford; Leek Town v Forest Green: More- 
cambe v Rushden £■ Dtamonds: WbUng 
v5tevenage. Scottish Pramtar League: 
Dundee v Hearts: Dunfermline v StJohn- 
srone; Motherwell v Aberdeen; Rangers 
v Dundee Utd. Scottish League Hrtt 
DWWoiu Ayr v St NUrren: Oydebank v 
Raith: FalJdrk v Hamilton: Hibemtan v AY- 
drie; Stranraer v Greenock Morton. Sec- 
ood DHWoib Alloa v Oueen of South: 
Oyde v Arbroath; East Fife v Stirling; For- 
far v Inverness Caledonian; Panic* v Liv- 
ingston. Third Division: Albion v 
Sten house mulr; Berwick v Brechin: Mon- 
?t»e v East Stirling: Queen's Park v 
Cowdenbeadi: Ross County v Dumbarton. 
FA CMsbarg Was* tart-flall second 
tag: Thame Utd v BedHngton Terriers: 
Tiverton Town v launton. 

RUGBY LEAGUE (7.30): JJB Spend 
Soper League: Sheffield v London (6.0). 
RUGBY UNION: Lloyds YSB RW 
Nations Oiamplonshlp: England v 
I® 4 Twfckenhom); Scotland 
v Ireland (3.0) (at MurroyfMe/) . Int e r na - 
Henaf Match: Italy v Wales (1.30) (Of 
fiwso). tenon National League 
Ob« Lydney v Henley (1.30). MtaMi 
Nattoert Uegra DtvMea oae: Black- 
woo d w Pon rypoo) (2.30J. 
BASHEimALL: Budwelser league: 
? erb y Storm v Rfugeot Bullets Birmmg- 
hhrT(7.30): Renault Leicester Rkfcrs v 
WfFtWd Sharks Sheffield (7.30)j.Man- , 
eh*S*er Giants v Extoe London Towers I 
(7.101; Newcastle Eagles v Chester Jets ’ 
[ 23 : ^1eyT*Eers v Edinburgh 

Rocks (Bti); m L6E WrcHng Bears v aol- 
das Greater London Leopards (8.0). 

RACING: Newcastle (1.50): Market 

cSfS liPii Un “* Wfr n.i»; uno- 

FIELD (Mi,ed. All-Weather Flat and 
National Hunt, 2.05). 


SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL: WoitWagton Cup Hr 
u5c«rer City v Tottenham Hotspur |3 
(at Wembley). FA Carting Pretntarsf 
Aston Vifia v Chelsea 1.30); Manch 
terutd V Everron (3.b). Sconlsh P 
tal er Leag ue. KUrrumock v Celtic (6.0 
BAbMbTtaALL: Budwelser Ltegi 
owsttr lets v Edmbugh Rods (5.30)7 i 
das Greater London Leopards v hWi 
(of Sremwood): E» 
London touwnv Thames VbOryTIgen (5 


international cress-eoimty race too 
place, at Wile tr/Way near Baris. Eng 
land beat the hosts over a nine mil 
course. 

In rugby union. Scotland beat i 
at TVvWcenham ter the fesr time, I 
The score was 17-9. 

SUNDAY: hi 1874 a crowd of 3500 a 
the old Hampden Bark ground sm 
Queen's Park beat Clydesdale 2-0 In th 
Hrsr Scottish TO Cup final. Queen's Bari 
went on to win the cup In their first thre 
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TOMORROW AT 10.30pm on BBCl, 
Alan Hansen presents a pro- 
gramme railed The FoofoaU Mil- 
lionaires, in which he inte rvi e w s, 
among others, David Beckham, 
Michael Owen, Alan Shearer, Jamie 
Redknapp and Dwight Yorke. 
Rather unattractively, most of them 


superstar on £20,000 or so 
a week is not all it’s cracked up to 
be, what with the unwanted atten- 
tions of the tablmcfe and afl. those flip- 
ping autographs to sign. Only 
Shearer is honest enough to admit 
that there has never been, nor pos- 
sibly win ever be. a better time to 
be a top professional footballer. 

The fundamental problem with 
such programmes is that most foot- 
ballers are worth listening to only 
when they have a ball at their feet, 
especially David Beckham, who is 
Artur Rubinstein with his boots on, 
and Arthur MuQard with them off. 
Nevertheless, Beckham m«iw»g per- 
haps the most interesting contri- 
bution to TheFbofbaU MUHoruxtres, 
recalling that, following that send- 
ingoft foe most supportive ofhis coJ- 
■^'ieagnes was Tony Adams. As the 
tpost-match gloom descended, 
Adams sat next to him outside the 
F.ngianH dressing-room (the impli- 
cation being that he was not wel- 
come inside the dressing-room) 
offering consolation. The born-again 
Christian Glenn Hoddle, by con- 
trast rat him dead. 

One cianspiraous absentee from 
the p rogra mm e is Steve McMszut- 
man, who is not onfy more articulate 
than most players, but will soon be 
one of the richest It is said that Real 
Madrid are to pay him £&j)Q0 a week, 
and I hope that the Liverpool crowd 
will wish him well At the same 
time, I can’t help wondering what the 
family of Neil Fr anklin must feel - 
about such stratospheric salaries. 

FYanklm- who cfied two years ago 
aged 74 - played 27 consecutive 
'games at the heart of the vsiginnd 
defence, and was, in the estimation 
ofSfr'IbmFfrmey u teebest<»nfere- 
half I ever played with or against” 
But Fr anklin was dissatisfied with 
his earning power. **I remember 
standing on the pitch with him in 
1948, before England played Scot- 
land at Hamp den Park in front of a 
crowd of 130,000,” Sr Tom told me 
recently “There was a band march- 
ing up and down with bagpipes, 
and Neil said to me, “there’s some- 
thing wrong here, Ibm. These bug- 
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Brian viner 

I can't help vxmdermg 
what the family of 
Neil Franklin must feel 
about today's salaries 


gen are being paid more than we 
are.** 

In the spring of 1350 - to the sur- 
prise of his dub Stoke City; who had 
repeatedly Tefbaed his request for a 
transfer- Flankfin left to pfey fir the 
Santa Jfe dub in Bogota. Colombian 
dubs were free to sign foreign play- 
ers in breach of contract because 
they were not affiated to Fl£a, and 
offered the hind of money that quite 
understandably seduced players an 
a maximum wage of £20 a week. 

But Franklin amn ftwinri that Rn- 
gota was defoitety nottobeconfiised 
with E3 Dorado. He never saw the 
pot of gold he’d been promised, and 
hi« pre gnant wife ***? six-year-old 
son found it hard to settle there. 
Within a few months he returned to 
P!ngland J fail betw een hfe for mida- 
ble legs, and found himself both 
smzbbedby his erstwhile colleagues 
and viBified by the authorities. De>- 
sptfe his proven. abSity; none of the 
top dnbs wanted him. Ibm Finney 
tried to pe^uade the PrestoD North 
End manage CEff Britten, to si gn 
him. “I said, “he’s a marvellous 
player; he’d walk into aqy side.* But 
Preston woukhft have him, and he 
never played for Btegfend again. 
Eventually he endedup at Hull City 
who were in the Second Division. 7 ’ 

peaking of the Second KyMcm 
mbygtme years, lastweek I referred 
to Sunderland’s giant-killing ex- 
ploits in the 1973 FA Cnpt and re- 
ferred to their 2-1 victory over 
Arsenal in tee semi-final at Villa 
Park. I was wrong. JimDnrm writes 
from South Gosforth to say teat he 
found my mlnmn slightly discon- 
certing. “Having supported Sun- 
derland since 1959 throng tee 
downs and downs, I find that I was 
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Steve MriWanaman’ s Real Madrid contract is said to be worth 
£65,000 a week. Neil Ftankfin (right) went to Colombia to escape 
tfaeEp gfisli iMM yn mi i m aagig nf ggOpertwarfc The Mirror [Reuters 


in the wrong plara when a rare mo- 
ment of ^OTyoccnrred. Some 55,000 
of us turned up at Sheffield Wednes- 
day’s stadium, but it seems we 
should have been in Birmingham. ” 
- Apparenflylwas also wrong about 
the game befog on Match qftheDay, 
“We didn’t actuary see the high- 
lights until Sunday afternoon on 
’tyneTees,” addsMrDtson. “No hard 

frrimgg Tfajiw MiirtSnnHpriimH anH 


success arenot wordsyouusualtyuse 
in the same sentence, so please 
don't spoil my one moment in 40 
years.” If I can count a few chickens 
on Mr Dbmrfs behalf, he at least has 
PrenuershfofootbaH to look forward 
to next season. In the meantime, all 
I can saytohim is a big&tmea culpa 
- who, I think I’m right in saying, is 
married to Giovanni Culpa, reserve 
town gruiikwy irfi ffr Inte rnationale 
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SPORT/7 


)UBSTIONNAIRE 

DENNIS WISE. FOOTBALLER 


Is Robbie Will- 
iams Che new 
Ibm Jones? 

There’s only one 
Tom Jones. 
There's only one 
Robbie Williams. 

What Is your 
dream holiday 
destination? 

It was Bermuda. 
Now I’ve been. And 
it still is. 


What’s the best book yoa*ve 

ever read? 

Eric Hall's Monster. But be- 
cause he’s ray agent I only read 
80 per cent of it 

When did you last eat at Mc- 
Donald’s? 

A couple of Wednesdays ago, at 
nry niece Emma’s birthday. 

What nickname would be 
more appropriate for 
Chelsea than the Blues? 

At the present moment, the 
Foreign Office. 

What was your favourite 
non-sporting subject at 
school? 

Art. 



When did you 
last buy a pint 
of milk and how 
much was It? 

Last week. The 
shopkeeper said. 
•■You’re Dennis 
Wise, the Chel- 
sea footballer. You 
cum thousands of 
pounds a week.” 
-That’s right," I 
said. “That’ll be 
£30.” he said. 


When was the last time you 
took the tube? How was the 
sendee? 

This year Service was good. 

What’s the best foreign 
phrase you’ve picked up bi the 

Chelsea dressing-room? 

Quite a few... but none suitable 
fora family newspaper. 

Is Monica Lewinsky a sex 
symbol? If not, who Is? 

No. All the supermodels are sew. 

What has been the best day 
of your footballing life so 
far? 

No one day. All of last season 
and, hopefully, when we win a 
trophy this rear. 


Sporting Vernacular 


5. HANDICAP 


WHEN THE County Hurdle 
rounds off Cheltenham on 
Thursday the ban dicapper's 
work wifi be done. -Handicap" 
originally referred to a gam- 
bling game: two parties put up 
a possession (a watch, say) 
against the other. An umpire 
adjudicated on the relative val- 
ues white the parties put their 
hands in a hat (hand i’ cap). 

At the verdict the players 
withdrew their hand with a dif- 
ferent si gn (cf the paper-stone- 
sdssors game) according to 
whether they wanted to pro- 


ceed or noL If they agreed, the 
umpire took the money, if not. 
whoever voted to proceed won 
the cash. In the 18th century 
when an umpire ruled on a 
weight disadvantage for a su- 
perior horse, owners would 
perform the same manoeuvre 
to signify agreement 

Latex; the term was extend- 
ed to any contest in which ad- 
vantages are evened out and 
came to appty to the disadvan- 
tage itself - acquiring by exten- 
sion its non- sporting sense. 

Chris Maume 


Sport on the internet 
WILL APPEAR TOMORROW 
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All roads still lead to Rome. They just seem a little shorter. 


It% 1,250 miles from London to Rome. But just try 
conv incin g the owner of a new VatuthaU Vectra of that fact, 
and he’ll swear it’s considerably less- That’s because we ve 
implemented 2,500 improvements in order to make driving 
one as effortless as possible. 

First. .we looked at the chassis. By increasing the 
^diameter of the anti-roll bars, retuning the dampers and 
reducing the rear spring rate, we improved the handling 


dramatically while also-and this is the really dever part- 
enhancing comfort. 

Next we turned to the steering, making it more precise 
and responsive. The brakes, too. were uprated with the 
indusion of larger discs and new generation ABS. 

Both our new 1.8 and redesigned 2.0 litre engines have 
been engineered to make them as quiet as possible. (Engine 
noise is, after all, one of the main contributing factors to 


THE NEW VECTRA. The end of long journeys. 


driver fatigue.) Inside you’ll End a whole host of other 
refinements too. There’s air conditioning (or electronic 
climate control if you’d prefer) lumbar support and steering 
wheel mounted controls. 

So if you’d like to discover exactly how the new Vectra 
has been re-engineered for maximum comfort and effortless 
driving, simply call 0345 400 800 and ask for a launch pack. 

It doesn’t come any more effortless than that. 
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Saints coach defends sinner J ohnson 


AT REGULAR intervals during 
Saturday's tumultuous contest 
at Franklin’s Gardens, Dean 
Richards could be seen scrib- 
bling furiously into the palm of 
his left hand. Given that Eng- 
land’s most revered rugby folk 
hero possesses paws the size of 
Leicestershire, he could have 
been writing pretty much any- 
thing - a Tolstoyan epic of life 
in the East Midlands or, more 
ambitious still, a chronological 
account of Martin Johnson’s 
recent disciplinary problems. 
Whatever his subject matter at 
the weekend, he will soon be sit- 
ting down to pen his triumphal 
address. 

It was the day the fat lady of 
the Allied Dunbar Premiership 
stopped singing, even though 
her bawdy alehouse aria was 
original^ scheduled to last well 
into the merry month of May. It 
was the day Northampton - 
and. 120 or so miles to the 
north-west, Saracens - saw the 
lights go out on tbeir title am- 



Chris 

Hewett 


Northampton 

Leicester 


15 

22 


bitions. Most emphatically of all, 
it was the day Leicester un- 
derlined their domestic su> 
premacy with a performance of 
such iron resolve that the only 
legitimate response was one of 
deference and respect 
In his capacity as team man- 
ager; Richards felt compelled to 
offer the usual platitudes in the 
aftermath of victory: “No, it’s 


Kingston 
lays down 
the rules 


JOHN KINGSTON had a warning 
for Richmond after a turbulent 
and distressing week, which 
began with the off-loading of 34 
members of staff and ended 
with Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship One defeat against Bath. 

If the dub were contemplat- 
ing turning any one of their 
r emaining assets - the players 
- into cash, they can think 
a gain. The jobs that had to be 
shed have gone; the players who 
were regarded as surplus to 
financial requirements have 
been ditched. According to the 
administrators the dub is bade 
on an even financial keel 

But with rumours about a 
posse of French, Welsh and 
English dubs clamouring to 
sign Wales lock Craig QuinneR 
Kingston is understandably 
worried about the temptation 
such interest might bring for a 
financial quick fix, so it was not 
surprising that he said: “Iff bad 
an offer for Craig and it was ac- 
cepted by the chfo then I would 
say ‘OK, tf he goes, I go'. And that 
would go for other players too. 
The dub will save themselves 
some money with me then. 

“We will not sell players 
against their wishes at this 
dub if I am here. Tfou do not win 
anything by selling your best 
players, and unless there is a 
fundamental playing reason 
why you let a player go you do 
not sell players." 

And Richmond want to win 
things. They are perfectly 
capable of winning things. They 
are within touching distance of 
the Tetley’s Bitter Cup, having 
readied the semi-finals with a 
home tie against Newcastle on 
Easter weekend. It was possi- 
bly the prospect of that forth- 
coming attraction as well as the 
record crowd which contributed 
to the positive mood at the 
Madejski Stadium on Saturday 
despite their defeat after a 
gutsy display against Bath. 


By David Llewellyn 
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There was an irony that 
Richmond, having waited all 
season to break the 10,000 
barrier; only did so once they 
had gone into administration. 
But with some attractive league 
fixtures coming up there is 
every likelihood of further 
attendance records. 

Bath gave away too many 
penalties whenever play moved 
within range of Mike Catt's 
accurate right boot and their 
backs allowed themselves to be 
split open twice in the space of 
two first-half minutes. Jeremy 
Guscott in midfield was ever 
ready to probe the opposition 
and Adedayo Adebayo and Matt 
Perry the two try-scorers, were 
invariably up in support and 
threatened throughout But 
Richmond did at least have a 
stab at getting into the game. 

The eye-catching open-side 
flanker Adam \hnder dosed the 
gap with a well-worked try 
which owed as much to scrum- 
half Agustin Pichot and the 
power of centre Jason Wright 
as it did to the supporting run 
that took Vander over the line. 

When Vander’s back row 
colleague Robbie Hutton, an 
armful of problems for any de- 
fence^ finished off another move 
begun by Pichot to bring Rich- 
mond to within four points of 
their opponents, there was a 
collective holding of breath 
until Catt put the final boot in 
lor a personal haul of 20 points. 


Rkhmond: Vries uanefer. Hutton: Conver- 
sions Vaa 2: Penalties Ua'a 3. B MIk Wes 

AOtferyo. Perry. Coomnion G*t HuWn 

Cut 6. 


Richmond: M Pin! (L Best. 23-29); N 
' 77). r 


Wilne, J Wright. M Dixon (M Deane. 77). 5 
Brown; E Ufa, A PMwf; □ McFarland. B 
Williams. D Crompton, A Sheridan. C Gillies, 
R Hutton. B Oarfce leapt). A Kinder (B Cu- 
sack. 60-65) 

Bach: M Perry, i BaMuw. K Mams. J Gus- 
cott. A Adebayo; M Can. G Cooper: D Hilton. 
M Regan. V Ubogu |l Molten. 76). M Haag. 
S Borthwdck. R barosnaw. d Lyle. R Bryan 
•: G Hughes (Manchester) 


Gloucester fall 
to boot of Vile 


MIKE brewer. West Hartle- 
pool's director of rugby, said be- 
fore this game that his team 
needed no motivation. If they 
are relegated at the end of the 
season, it will mean the end of 
professional rugby in the town, 
and none of his players will have 
a job. With a play-off place as 
their minimum objective. West 
know they must first displace 
Bedford at the bottom of the 
Premiership. 

They took a decisive step to- 
wards that with a passionate 
performance against Glouces- 
ter at Victoria Park yesterday. 
Error strewn the game may 
have been, but it is the result 
which counts, IfWest do survive 
-and five of their remaining 
seven games are at home - 
Brewer should arrange the 
freedom of Hartlepool for Steve 
Vile. 

The little outside-half from 
Waratah. Australia, deserves 
nothing less after contributing 
28 of West's 33 points with the 
opening tiy, which he convert- 
ed, a dropped goal, and six 
penalties, in a low quality, 
though marvellously exciting, 
match, which Gloucester 
should have killed stone dead 
when Steve Qjomoh and Mark 


by Paul Stephens 


West Hartlepool 
Gloucester 


33 

32 


Mapletoft tries in the final quar- 
ter put them 32-27 ahead. 

But Gloucester have been 
something of a joke away from 
the comfort oEKingsholm, win- 
ning only once, at Richmond 
back in September. With an 
hour played, it looked as if 
Philippe Saint-Andr6’s first 
league match in charge, might 
be the second. 

However; it was not to be. 
Gloucester allowed the West 
forwards to gain huge slices of 
territory and, despite a first-half 
penalty try and touchdowns 
from Nathan Carter and Tom 
Beim, too many unforced errors 
gave Vile all the kicking prac- 


Orap 


Goal: V))?. Gioocestar Tries Penalty try 
iletoft: Oort- 


Beim. Carter, Oiomoti. Map 
■crotons Maptetoft 2; 

WHt HvtifMOt: E Farrell (THandley 27. 
G Mixture T2)\ i Benson. M Muilira. P 
Greaves. S John: S Vile. T Nu'vali'itia: S 
Sparks. S McDonald. K Fourie. P Farrier 
(cape). M Giacheri. M Salter. D MlonUey. 


ester C Catling: B Johnson (P Samt- 
Andn* 59). T FancHua. S Marniui. T Beim: 
M Maptecoft, S Benton (l Sanders 59): T 


Fori 


(captrn . . 

65). N Carter. S OJonwh. 
Referee: B Campsali (Halifax). 


not all over... Yes, well still 
take it one game at a time- 
Look, Newcastle are always 
hard work up there and Wasps 
are playing better than anyone- 
Since when have Bath been 
easy meat on their own 
ground..?” But in his capacity 
as one of the Tiger-striped 
boys, the old curmudgeon will 
have let it rip on the boozy re- 
turn trip up the Ml. Seven 
points needed from a possible 
12, with a home game against 
-the whipping boys of West 
Hartlepool to come? Those are 
the mathematics of the In- 
evitable. 

Talking of inevitabilities, 
rugby simply would not be the 
game we know and love with- 
out a Johnson ’incident**. The 


the best tight forward in Europe 
-in the absence of the injured 
John Eales, you can change 
“Europe” to “world" - goes 
steaming into a ruck or maul, 
in accordance with his role in 


life; the referee, fiifly aware of 
his part in this ridiculous 
pageant, promptly flicks a 
coloured card from his pocket 
(white for Premiership games, 
yellow for anything else); the 
broadcasters and press men go 
into one of tbeir collective fren- 
zies, instantly transforming a 
molehill into something the 
size of K2; the referee then 
issues a half-apology, agree- 
ing that he might have been too 
quick on the draw; and, hey 
presto, everyone is happy. 
Everyone, that is, except John- 
son, who must be sick to the 
back teeth of it all 

Saturday's instalment of this 
long-running serial was every 
1st as Pytiumesque as those re- 
cently performed at Lans- 
downe Road and the Madejski 
Stadium. Fbur points adrift at 
8-12 with 16 minutes left on the 
dock, Jamfe Hamilton and Dar- 
ren Garfbrth led a Leicester 
drive for the Northampton line. 

Over the top came tiie borne 


forwards - one, two, three of 
them - and killed the hailstone 
dead; Johnson, thundering up- 
field as he had dome all after- 
noon, placed an almost 
apologetic boot on the rump of 
me of the sinning Saints and 
was promptly packed off to the 
sin-bin by David McHugh, the 
Irish referee who had whistled 
the life from the Calcutta Cup 
rnfltoh three weeks previously. 

If Johnson could scarcely be- 
lieve his misfortune -“I stood 
on a gtiy lying on the wrong side 
of a ruck and, quite honestly, I 
didn’t expect to get binned for 
something that was no better or 
worse than four or five similar 
incidents in the game” - 
Richards took up the cudgels by 
claiming that his captain was 
being “singled out“. Interest- 
ing!^ enough, the sharpest crit- 
icism of the current witch-hunt 
came from Ian McGeechan, 

the defeated coach, who said: “I 

admire Martin a lot I only 
enmplftrn about thing s tha t are 


cynical or dangerous and, be- 
lieve me, he's simply not that 
sort" In other words: "Wfe have 
a great player here. Get off life 
back." 

Along with Fritz van Heer- 
who feiriy murdered Tim 
Rodber in the ball-winning 
phases, and Richard Cochenll, 
who played quite brilliantly at 
hooker; Johnson packed too 
much dynamite for a 
Northampton side long on mus- 
cle but short in the ideas de- 
partment It was more than a 
little ironic, then, that the killer 
score arrived while both he 
and his fellow sin-bin resident, 
Pat Howard, were kicking their 
heels on the wrong side of the 
touebliue. Cockerill found Mar- 
tin Corry with a short, flat 
dart-thrower’s delivery at a 
65th minute line-out and the big 

No 8 steamrollered Matt Daw- 
son into die Franklin's Gardens 
goo before stretching over in 
the left corner 

Dawson quickly squared it at 


15-apiece with his fifth penal t>. 
but the momentum was now 
with the visitors, who could al- 
most smefl tfaepolish on the -Al- 
lied Dunbar trophy as they 
sought to close out the game. 
McHugh's third white card, le- 
gitimately flourished at Math 
Stewart following a punch from 
the Northampton tight head, 
gave Leicester an extra man at 
the scrummage They made it 
count on the stroke of time 
when, after three set-piece 
wheels and two collapses, they 

were awarded a penalty try. 

The cfice might have tumbled 
in Northampton’s favour had 
McHugh treated the home side 
si milar ly at the end of the third 
quarter. Federico Mendez con- 
structed a useful attacki ng plat- 
form in centre field, from which 
the seriously rapid Ben Cohen 
was launched deep into the 
Leicester 22. 

Howard scrambled back to 
fell Budge Pountney with a try- 
saving tackle, but the Aus- 


tralian's subsequent decision to 
smother the loose ball on the 
floor led to a short sharp out- 
break of fisticuffs and 10 tong 
minutes in tee cooler. 

•■On balance, a penalty' try 
would have been reasonable." 
agreed McGeechan. “A score 
was definitely on, even after the 
tackle on Pountnoy, 1 
For all that McGeechan had 
no real complaints. "It was 
such a tight game, a game of 
tinv advantages and disadvan- 
tages,- he said. “In the end, they 
made fewer mistakes at im- 
portant times.” .And that, he 
rightlv concluded, is the true 
mark of a champion side. 

Northampton: jApnahJ*®* P-rwvcn^S 
Leicester. Tffes tana. Corry fo: 

Convert! on* Sumpwn -• (*«•»¥■ 

^SSnpCOCL NBral C Mu" ANtfiCftfy 
M Allen BC alien. A Hetfnrf. hi D*weair 
M VolUnd F Men*-’. M MewiHi. R Mei- 
rMte. 1 RcxJWt tt.iJKl O Utaduimw |M 
Hynes 761. P L*n. A Pc 'V n 1 , ^L 1W - 

Leicester T Stimpwn. I Llcvri IN £iu- 

like 741.C Jiwwr. Ii»airr (G Muipliy4lL 
1 Mammon: D fata Scwiwte jil'. k 

Co-Keflfl id tAtea 74). DOjrrprfn. MJOfin- 
^Ttupil. F Van Hreiden. L Moody |W 
Johnson 6S). M Coffy. N BacK- 
Referee D McHugh ifceUnd! 
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By Chris hewett 


Wasps’ nest too painful for Irish 


FORGET WESTMINSTER, Eng- 
land's leading clubs want Eu- 
ropean money. Places in next 
season's competition are up 
for grabs, although London 
Irish began this game at Laftus 
Road as if they could not care 
less. But Wasps certainly do and 
this win lifted than bo fifth in the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership. 

A fortnight ago the Irish 
were sent packing on the same 
ground in the quarter-finals of 
the Tetley's Bitter cup. 

Yesterday they were dealt 
with even more soundly. Only a 
late flurry, as Wasps' concen- 
tration wandered, earned them 
a modicum of respectability. 
But fourth -placed Irish had 
never recovered from the shock 


By David Llewellyn 
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38 
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of conceding two tries in three 
minutes. 

The opener came when No 
8 Peter Scrivener turned mole 
to burrow bis way under a pile 
of bodies for the first of his two 
scores. The second was the re- 
sult of some work by outside- 
half Alex King and centre Mark 
Denney before Paul Sampson 
was put over in the corner 

Usually the Exiles can count 
on Brendan Venter and Steve 
Bachop to direct matters. Un- 
fortunately for Irish, during 
the first half they seemed intent 


on settling old scores that had 
perhaps simmered for the last 
two weeks. 

Opportunities to spread the 
ball were eschewed by South 
African Vfenter in favour of tak- 
ing the ball into contact Not a 
good idea when Wasps are the 
opposition Bachop appeared to 
have his mind elsewhere. When 
the countless handling errors 
committed by most of the rest 
of the side were taken into 
consideration, the upshot was 
that possession was turned 
over with sickening regularity. 
Penalties also abounded, gen- 
erally punished by Kenny 
Logan, Wasps international 
wing, who notched up 18 points. 

It was surprising that Nick 


Burrows. London Irish’s im- 
mensely talented England A 
centre, was not only in receipt 
of a pass during this torrid pe- 
riod, but that he was able to 
score a fine try. That first half 
touchdown came courtesy of a 
superb break by Niall Woods 
and some good support from 
captain Conor O'Shea. 

But it was not until the 
match was well into its third 
quarter that Irish began to 
compete. Until then the ad- 
mirable Jake Boer and Woods 
had seemed to be battling on 
their own and the Etidles'revival 
coincided, not surprising^; with 
Venter’s decision to .look for 
players outside him. 

He scored one try during 


which Woods collapsed and de- 
parted with a hamstring in- 
jury that could keep him out for 
at least six weeks, and Venter 
then nude another big break to 
set up a fine try for Justin 
Bishop. If only they could have 
begun like that 

Utasps: Wb Scrivener 2. Sampson. 
Wsedon: Cow u s lnm Logan 3; Penal- 
: Trias Bur- 


i Logan A. London ___ 
rows. Veneer. Bishop; Commrsions 


Woods. Cunningham 2; Penalties woods 
s: G Rees: P Sampson. F Waters. M 


r --= v-apt). A we« 

(5 Shaw. 59). L Dallagllo. P Scrivener. J 
Worsley. 

London Irisb; C O’Shea (cape): J Bishop, 
N Burrows. B Went er. N Woods {1 Cun- 
ningham. 72): S Bachop. K Putt; N Hat- 
iajP 57). M Howe (R Kirhe.63). 

K Fuljman (R Hardwick. A5). R Stmdwlcfc 


jMBj rd.^ ). N Harvey, I Boer. K Sptasr. 


I GaUactier. 

Hefmrem: C Hawke [New Zealand). 


JUST WHEN Clive Woodward 
was in serious danger of nam- 
ing an unchanged England side 
- a course he has taken only 
once during his 18 months as 
national coach - Paul Grayson 
has prompted a hasty reap- 
praisal by limping on to a long- 
term casualty list already 
featuring the names of Will 
Greenwood, Phil de Glanvflle 
and Phil Vickery. The 
Northampton outside-half is 
suffering from a stress fracture 
of the pelvis and is unlikely play 
again before the middle of May. 

Grayson's withdrawal from 
the side to face France at 
Twickenham on Saturday al- 
most certainly means a recall 
for the much-maligned Mike 
Catt who demonstrated a keen 
sense of tuning by bagging 20 
points for Bath at Richmond at 
the weekend. Woodward could 
set his personal time machine 
in fast forward by giving the No 
10 shirt to Jonny Wilkinson, his 
ultimate solution to England's 
stand-off predicament but the if 
injuries to Greenwood and De 
Glanville are likely to cement 
the Newcastle teenager in his 
current position of inside cen- 
tre. 

“I came back from the Five 
Nations match in Ireland think- 
ing I'd picked up a groin strain, 
but when I tried to run after two 
or three days of intensive phys- 
iotherapy. there was nothing 
doing,” said Grayson. "I bad the 
injury scanned and the spe- 
cialist gave me the bad news. 

It’s a six-week job, for sure, 
which is bitterly disappointing. 

I’m a non-starter for the rest of 
the championship.” 

Eng land’s midfield triangle 
is the one area of real concern 
for Woodward as he pursues a £ 
Grand Slam that would send^T 
E n gla n d into this autumn’s ' 
Wo rid Cup in better than ex- 
pected shape. 

Notwithstanding Grayson’s 
setback, the most mtractable 
problems surround Green- 
wood, who appears to be suf- 
fering from precisely the bind 
of deep-seated groin condition .. 
that once cost Jeremy Guscott 
an entire season of top-flight 
rugby. 





Howarth sinks Sarries 


IT MAY have been red-nose 
day for the rest of the country, 
but it was red feces all round for 
Saracens after this defeat at 
Heywood Road; at least until 
the implications of Leicester’s 
win at Northampton had sunk 
in. By losing on Saturday, Sara- 
cens missed tee opportunity to 
move up to second in the Pre- 
miership and edge to within 
seven points of the Tigers, with 
a game in hand, and tee two still 
to meet at Welford Road next 
month. 

This looks academic now, 
and, unless Leicester lose to 
Saracens while suffering a 
cataleptic loss of form in their 
other five league games, the Al- 
lied Dunbar silverware will find 
a home in the Midlands. 

That Saracens win have only 
an outsiders say in the final 
weeks of the season is largely 
their own fault Their chances 
of lifting the title were seriously 
undermined by losing to Lon- 
don Scottish at Watford it is 
true. But having been bundled 


BY PAUL STEPHENS 


Sale 

Saracens 


32 

24 


out of the Haley’s Better Cup by 
Newcastle, it has ben a des- 
perately unforgiving fortnight 
for the holders. Haring begun 
the season as favourites for 
both competitions, their cup- 
board is bare. 

It will be no consolation to 
Franqois Pienaar’s team that 
foQr contributed so forcefu^y to 
a marvellous match, or that 
Pienaar and Richard H31 set 
tee standard with potent con- 
tributions. 

Meeting a completely revi- 
talised Sale side - with Shane 
Howarth on the hottest of hot 

streaks- they were eclipsed in 

a breathtaking finish by a try 
from Simon Raiwalui, having 
been denied by a resolute Sale 
defence as they pounded away 
at the home line in tee dosing 
quarter. 

Saracens had by far tee best 


of the first halt even though 
Sale went in 18-13 ahead, after 
Jos Baxendell and Chris Yates 
had scoredlong-range tries. HU 
had touched down in that peri- 
od, before Alain Fenaud - who 
was to score Sarries second try 
- dropped a goal, while Rob 
Thiriby kicked a penalty and a 
conversion. 

And all the while there was 
the menace of Howarth. Three 
times he struck the woodwork 
but, more importantly, he also 
struck five penalties. Although 
Thiriby chipped in with two 
more penalties, Raiwalui's final 
strike sealed it 

Safa.- Was Bawrtddi. 1 tita. R*waM: Goo- 
nntoii Howarth. Pena Idas Howarth 
6 wmbj THes PKnaud. Hill; Conversion 
Thiriby: Penalties Thiriby 3; Dm Goal 
Pena ud. 

Sato; J Mallinder leapt); o Rees. C YStes, 
J Buenfetl, M Moore: S Howard*. K El- 
lis IR Smith 57): D Bell. P Greeting, d 
T henan. S Raiwalui. C Murphy (D Baldwin 
65). PSanderson, A Sanderson. D O'Cuin- 
neagaln. 

Swaeans; R Thiriby (G Johnson 78); R 
Constable. I Thomson. K Sorrefl. B panel; 
A Penaud. K Bracken; H Gray. G Ctnner. 
P Vtellace. P Johns. K Chesney: R Hill. F 
Pjmaar [apt). A Diprose. 

** ofe * 1 * 5 ®- C fees (Twickenham). 


RUGBY UNION RESULTS AND TABLES 


ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

L Scottish 15 Bedford 24 

Nottbrnapton _15Letoestar 22 

Richmond .—23 Bath 

5ato 32 Saracen*. 


J30 


,.38 L Irish . 


-27 


W Hartlepool -33 Gtoocesur 32 

P" D L P APW 


...2017 

NthWQPCoa..1913 
Saracens ....is 12 
L Irish 2? 12 

Wasps- 1911 

Bath 1911 

Newcastle ..1810 
Harlequins ..18 10 
Richmond ....18 9 
Gloucester ..21 a 
L Scottish. ...20 7 

Safa .. — 21 7 

Bedford JO 4 


3 580 309 34 
G 485 402 28 

6 569 412 25 
9 537 496 24 

7 541 366 23 

8 457 40J 21 
8 470 415 20 
8 447 449 20 
8 467 474 17 

1 12 tti»7 434 17 
0 13 385 477 14 
0 14 477 579 14 
0 16 403 612 8 


JEHISON NATIONAL 
LEAGUE ONE 

CjU"beHo» 22 Manchester -_2B 

JfaJfat 30 Wharfedafa — -.o 

i**”* 82 Liverpool St H17 

ESLr V ltarr »***« — -22 

7 Rosslyn Park. 34 


ANGLO-WELSH 

FRIENDLIES 

Cardiff .48 Harlequins-— M 

—43 Swansea ——25 


Newcastle. 


TWO NORTH 

HtaeUey^ .26 HUUtdmn* _11 

New Brighton .31 Kendal 35 

Nwwatoo toSedgtef Pafc.,13 

Frwfao G 46 Lichfield s 

San d al .«««.«.. 51 Aspatrfa 

mSSF" "25 

wawaq 63 winniriftoa PfclQ 


W Hrtlepl ,.„19 3 016 321 698 6 


ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP TWO 

Bristol — 50 Bladcbeuh 17 

Coventry 19 Rutby 21 

Leeds H...T9 Orrdl 7 

Moseley 12 Exeter 15 

R other ha m 28 London VMsti ~8 

HfaKefleM 27 Ffkfa 11 

Worcester 41 Waterloo „15 


TWO SOUTH 

Bracknell 13 

18 Norwich 10 

CHfton 15 Redruth 

Elbe/ -TO Waston-s-M— .19 


TENNENT’S VELVET 
PREMIERSHIP 
FIRST DIVISION 
Newtek ,.1 Canto 

H erlnt's PP 42 B o roaetimoh*. 

Melrose. — ^32 Glasgow fS 

JWtfsonlaiw 31 Jed-Rmst 8 

W or Scotland „39 StkttflS Co __N» 
SECOND DIVISION: Blggar 1 5 Kettfl IS: 
Kilmarnock 39 Edlnboirti Acods 33. KfrU- 
caidy 23 Dundee HSFP 27: MussOWirtf 
18 Gala 33. Postponed: Aderdeen CSfr 
1 ; SeUdik. THIRD orvtSIOM: East KttiW 
10 «yr 3; Grangemouth 23 GanttMtiaftS ft 
Frettes 44 Glasgow Southern 9, Stewart's 
Mel FP 40 Glenrothes 20 . 
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Bristol 

Worcester . 
nothertUHn 
L Welsh 


Leeds 

Waterloo.... 
Coventry ... 

OrreU 

Rttgby 

Eteffleiey.—. 
Wake Held . 

Pyfda 

Rfadth eat h 


P w 

.JO 16 
.JO 17 
.JO 16 
.20 13 
..19 11 
.JO 11 
.JO 11 
.JO 10 
.jo a 
..19 s 
..20 7 
.jo 5 
•JO 3 
.JO 2 


L F APes 
4 630319 32 

3 562266 32 

4 539256 32 
7 492447 26 
7 408423 23 
9470263 22 
9 336416 22 

0 10 490436 20 
0 12 373 349 1« 
011 307 388 16 
013 390465 14 
015 359577 10 
116238621 7 
018 264638 4 


WELSH NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 

premier division 

p * nt * pridd 31 Newport 


aib league 

FIRST DIVISION 

Bwccanecrs 21 V Manur 13 

QOotaif. 16 Cent Const ..-17 

topw 22 EUackTOCk CoS -0 

tf nsdo «tM 25 BaUmena-— 34 

aennon ji Qalwcxtszs 

Sc Mary’s ^19 T tr ew ona 


- 1 *»TtS 




Si 




SECOND DIVISION 

BaOynahlnch _12 DLSP 24 

BeettKR 10 G ray WO — —13 

Dolphin J3 - ” « 


FIRST DIVISION 

Bfadtwoed 17 Doovan. _ 

” N4wb»idrrrJ 

CSTJ^LSiS: 

UW1C (SS? 




WV: ’ •. 


• *<?«*" j 




Malone 7 . 

OW Betwaden ..16 Skarrlcs 

Pwtadowo 21 Derry — — — - 

UCC 12 OM Mkdfay —13 

•fannerers 3 OM CrawtAC -» 

SW*R 12: {Pretoria) Golden Cm 5 
Coastal Shjrta 36; (Sydneyl New Sou^ 1 
Wate 36 Waikjto Chlm 30; (PataartO^ 
Nw«»l Weuington 37 Northern Bulls 18- 
WORLD CUP REPCCHAGC. Brat Wf 
(Amsterdam): Netherlands 31 SoU* 
Korea 30. 
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bears brunt 
of criticism 


WHEN THE fitwl bell soonded 
at Madison Square Garden 
sbortfy after midnight on Sat- 
urday; tbe many thousands who 
crossed the Atlantic to sup- 
port Lennox Lewis sent up a 
cheer m the confident befief that 


become the im disputed heavy- 
weight champion. 

Even people positioned so 
far above the action that it 
would not have surprised them 
to discover that mountain 
guides had been, recruited as 
ushers, were entitled to be ve- 
hemently at odds with the an- 
nouncement that followed. 

If it is always hazardous to 
arrive at a verdict from televi- 
sion evidence or when not sit- 
ting ctose at ringside, the dr^ 
that prevented Lewis from be- 
coming the first Briton this 
century to be universally ac- 
knowledged as heavyweight 
champion cannot be regarded 
as anything other than one of 
boxing’s great injustices. 

Having watched the contest 
again during the early hours 
yesterday, and making al- 
lowances for the natural caution 
that stood between Lewis and 
violent victory when he had 
Holyfield hurt and almost de- 
fenceless in the fifth round, 
the conclusions arrived at by 
two of the three official judges, 
Eugenia Williams, who repre- 
sented the International Bering 
Federation, andtheWarid Box- 



Ken Jones 

in New York 

ing Council appointee, Larry 
CyCoaneB. (one of Britain's star 
referees), are questionable. 

O’Connell’s score of 115 
points for both men finally left 
the undisputed title in limbo, 
but Williams 's favouring of 
Holyfield was the main source 
of controversy. How; for exam- 
ple, did she see Holyfield win- 
ning the fifth round when he 
was pinned on the ropes for 45 
seconds without striking a Wow, 
and Lewis t h re w twic e as many 
punches? 

In the context of effective- 
ness, punch statistics can be 
misleading. Similarly, aggres- 
sion only counts as a denomi- 
nator if it is purposeful The 
scorecards of - most experi- 
enced ringside observers tal- 
lied, more, or less, with that of 
the Vforid Boxing Association 
judge, Stanley Christodoulou. 
who gave Lewis a 115-113 
points advantage. Richie Gia- 


chetta, the hard man who 
trained both Larry Holmes 
and Mike Tyson, was among 
the many fight people who 
spoke out against the derisioiL 
“Jesus, you’d have to be bfind 
not see Lewis as abigwinnei;" 
he said when we spoke after- 
wards. “What was that broad 
[Williams] >f*vfrmg at?" 

Other remarks, slanderous 
in implication, cannot be re- 


petence is another «j 
don't care who the wnmerwas,” 
Williams said in defence of her 
venfict “I scored by the blows 
that connected." On that basis 
- 348 to 130 - Lewis skated it 

T^ewis hari himsrif tn hlamft 

for allowing the situation to 
develop. As in defences of the 
WBC belt against Henry AJrin- 
wande and Oliver McCaul, he 
allowed suspicion to under- 
mine his superiority, boxing so 
cautiously in the latter part of 
the contest that even 
Christodoulou gave Holyfield 
four of the last five rounds. 

In truth, the first contest 
for the undisputed heavyweight 
title to be held at Madison 
Square Garden since the epic 
battle between Muhammad All 
and Joe Frazier in March 1971 
was poor by comparison, so 
la rking fo incident during the 
later rounds that silence de- 
scended upon the audience. 
Con tr overs y apart, not one for 
the memory. 




Larry O’Connell 
(Britain) 

AppointedbyWBC 


Stanley QnistodouJea Eugenia Williams 

{South Africa) (United States) . 

AppomtedbyWBA Appomtedby JBF 
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Round 

HoiyHeld 

Lewis 

Holyfield 

Lends 

HoiffleM 

Lewis 


1 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 


2 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 


3 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

. • 

4 

9 

10 

9 

10 

10 

9 


5 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 


G 

10 

9 

9 

10 

9 

10 

... 

7 

10 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 


8 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 


9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 


10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 
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11 

10 

9 

10 

10 

10 
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12 

9 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

-- 

IbeaJ 

115 

115 

113 

116 

115 

113 



SPORT/9 

Lewis 
lets the 
prize 
escape 


From page 1 

a succession of jobs which left 
reddened abrasions on the skin 
on Holyfield ’s cheeks and brow. 

In the eighth and ninth 
Lewis seemed to be over 
conscious ofthetiireat posed by 
the wounded animal in front of 
him. Now his right hand had 
lost its sting, and was merely 
being poked and prodded ul 
Holyfield. Before the 10th. he 
needed attention to a small 
cut near his right eye. HuMk-Id 
saw it and came charging in. 
Soiling away, and there was 
some ungainly stuff on view as 
he fought to regain Iosl ground 
in the 10 th and llth. 

A huge chant from the 
British fens carried their man 
into the final round, but Lew is 
seemed to feel (hat lie had 
already done enough, and the 
pro-active fighter of the early 
rounds had all but riisajipeiiivd 
Only in response in Hulytield* 
dosing assault did he slcikc off 
his dreumspeetkm and. with 
eight seconds left on tlie duck, 
throw a short, straight, fero- 
ciously hard right liand winds 
travelled no more than 18 indi- 
es, landing between Holjlield's 
eyes and budding the Ameri- 
can's knees. 

This was the blow which, 
had it been ventured earlier in 
the fight, could have brought a 
very different outcome. Lewis's 
failure to do so is a tribute to the 
resolve of Holyfield - older, 
shorter; lighter, less motivated 
by hunger for the big prize, but 
a fighter from head to toe. 
Lennox Lewis made a lot of 
converts on Saturday night He 
did enough to deserve victory. 
But when all is said and done he 
could not make Evander Holy- 
field deserve to lose. 


couiq noi mase isvaiKier hoi 

Lomax Lems raises an arm in short-lived triumph at the end of his fight with Evander Holyfield Reuters field deserve to lose. 

‘Scorecards bore mark of the devil’ 


Lennox Lewis: When did 
Evander hit me with a jab? I 
was phasing him with jabs all 
night I felt I was in control the 
whole fight What can I say? 
Larry O ’ConneB: (British 
judge who scored the fight a 
draw): I know HI get some stick, 
but it’s my decision to call the 
fight as I see it When I score 
each round, I never know what 
the overall score is going to be. 
frank Maloney (Lewis’s man- 
ager): Emotions were running 
high. If s the first time Lennox 
has shown any emotions. The 
world knows who is the undis- 
puted champion. Even Stevie 
Wander could have seen that 
Lennox won ... It has tarnished 
the image of the sport If Larry 


O’Connell is put on one of my 
shows by the British Board of 
C^trd Iwill hand back n;y pro- 
moter s licence. . . Tfen years of 
hard work, we finally got the 
fight and we get robbed. 

Ride Uahniter ( Chicago fam - 
Times): The robbery was so 

s hinning flnafrypn almost had tn 

enjoy it Like watching a three- 
card monte scam occur in 
broad daylight in Times 
Square, in slow motion with a 
captive audience ... Welcome to 
New York City, and Boxing 
USA, where anything is possi- 
ble. 

Mickey Vann (British refer- 
ee): Women are not fight peo- 
ple. There are two sports where 
woman should not be allowed 


- rugby and boxing Nobody 
knew the judge - I think she 
was overawed. 

Don Kmg (fight promoter): 
What you do when you have a 
dispute is to resolve it Let's do 
it again, let’s make it happen. 
The question still hovers over 
us: Who is the best? 

Pianos Eliades (Lewis’ pro- 
moter): Does Evander want to 
fight Lennox again? Fd say no. 
He was toyin g with him in there. 
Roy Jones (WBA and WBC 
fight-heavyweight champion): 
I feel ashamed we treated 
Lennox Lewis the^ way we did. 
Tm upset Lennox did not lose 
it, and it wasn't a draw. 

Lon Di Bell (seniorvke-pres- 
f dent of cable network Home 


Box Office): It stunk. The scor- 
ing of the IBF judge was sim- 
ply not posable. She scored 
Lewis’ most decisive round, 
the fifth, to Holyfield This what 
makes this great sport suffer. 
Emanuel Steward (Lewis’ 
trainer): I gave Holyfield three 
rounds. He looked like Lermax s 
sparring partner but this spar- 
ring partner was paid $1 lm. 
Frank Bruno (former boxer): 
Lennox made the fight look 
easy. He did a wicked, wicked, 
number on Holyfield. As God is 
my witness, he was the winner. 
Chris Eubank (boxer and 
pundit): It’s a travesty of jus- 
tice. I will say it publicly: this 
has messed up my four days in 
New York. 


frank Warren (promoter and 
Leyton Orient chairman): 1 
could have been watching Ley- 
ton Orient lose instead of this. 
Thnothy W Smith (New York 
Times): It wasn't Ali-Frazier 
L It was more tike a Brinks 
truck heist ... It is the kind of 
decision that will hurt boxing as 
much as Mike Tyson biting 
HotyfielfTs ears in 1997. 
Wallace Matthews (New York 
Post): The fight plan may have 
been drawn up by the Lord, but 
the scorecards bore the mark 
of the devil ... It was a night in 
which the glory and honor of 
boxing was supposed to return 
toils former home: instead the 
stink returned to the air over 
the ring. 
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ATHLETICS 

OKAMD PfOX MEETHQ (PtaBtrsbOTK, 
SA) Hck THple )mp; 1 J 

Edwards (GB| TG.SSm: 2 T Ok* (GB) 
15-84; 3 R Wibh (SA) 14.73. lnHir 
1 M Corbett (5AJ 87.17m: 2 M Rober- 
son (GB) 75.52; 3 J van Eck (SA) 74.66. 
VtEWntOM ENGLISH NATIONAL 
CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Newark) Sudor awn (12km): t J 
Pugstey (BlrchMdl 38mfai 325ect 2 B 

V Hoyden (Medway) 38:42; 3 S Nmraarr 
(Blathheath) 38:44. l*nctar-20 M*a 
tlOkm): 1 S HaugWan (Hounslow) 
32:16: 2 i Ward (Haltamshke) 33:50; 3 
A Bedcwfdi (bwKia East Kent) 33 SI. 
T bsmr -I Sale Harriers Manchester 121; 
2 SotfhuH 2nd SmaB Heath \ 55: 3 AWer- 
shot Famham and Mstrtcc 158. Uodor- 
17 Men Mum}: 1 M Farah Mowistow) 
21:34; 2 L McCash (PendJe) 22:09; 3 L 
Evans (Bristol) 22:16. 'Mums: 1 Sun- 
derland 112 dm; 2 Bristol AC 180: 3 
Aldershot Famham A District 201. 
Senior Worn* (Ska): 1 A Newport 
(Basingstoke) 29raln 33sec; 2 A 
Whitcombe (Partoide Harrow) 29:35: 3 
E'DUbot (Bedford) 29:37. Nmci 1 
Shaftesbury Barnet 57pts: 2 Salford 
Harriers 118; 3 PartakJe Harrow 137. 
Wm 20 Bun (3km): 1 S Thomas 
Otellsend) 20:30: 2 K Fletcher nark 
Hal lam) 21:14; 3 E Bmoker (Shaftesbury 
Barnet) 21:21. mao: 1 Oumwood ffi; 
2 Sale Harriers Manchester. 1 S3: 3 Ash- 
tort AC 185. Uodotv17 Women nkn): 
1 J Potter (Rushdtffe) 20:58: 2 K Wfater- 
san (ipswtcfij 21:12; 3 H Dean (Radley) 
21:18. Ha n a: 1 1pswidi Harriers 34: 2 
Wdershoc Famham and District 104; 3 
U-erpool Harriers T53. Untler.13 girts 
(3km): 1 K Woocton (Luton United) 


"wnd (Aldershot] 15:36. Tkoms: 1 
Aldershot 82ptK 2 Sale Harriers 1 17; 3 
tAiwpool Harriers 197. Undw-15 cbis 
P-8km|; 1 C Birch {Liverpool fW 
i Sehon) 1U1: 2 J Nugent 
Itebury Bam«) 1 6.2S: 3 C WHrt- 
Ugn. (Gateshead) 1636.Thm— s 1 Sale 


g™sj 2 Bedfani & Couray 1 78: 

MBXS IAAF CROSS COVTfTRT 


BASKETBALL 

MBA: Atlanta 86 Toronto 75: Dallas 91 
Vancouver 74; Houston 100 Cleveland 89; 
San Antonio 92 Denver 61; Utah 99 Min- 
nesota 72: Golden State 74 Orfando 87: 
LA Clippers 96 Portland 106 (or). 
UNI-BALL TROPHV PtoaU Derby 69 
Manchester 90. 

BUDWEECR LEAGUE: Greater London 
82 Thames ifeffey 91. 

BOXING 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (NY): 
UaHkattaa bMuywolghe rirto: E Hqjy- 
fieM (US) drew with L Lewis (GB). 
ImnnOoul Boxing Mtndon 
jnnlor nriddletir eight title: F Vargas 
(US. holder) be H Oark (Eng), rsf od*. 
World Boring Association matter- 


weight: B Knudse 
(BaJham) rsf 4tl> 


World Boring Associa t io n mWttr* 
walgta HdK J Page (US. holder) bt S 
Garr (US) pcs. Wortd Boring Avodn- 
tSoa W f ■ ■Igln tftles L Gamer (Men) bt 
H Soto (Arg. holder) rsf 3rd. 
PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Msb- 
dwtrr): 12-rd vacant Brlctsb By- 
oretebt tftio: D Kelly (Belfast) bt A 
Hanna (Birmingham) pcs 12-nl BritU. 
Commonwealth. European light 
heavyweight tide: C Woods (Eng. hold- 
er) be C Aihley (Eng) stoppage 8th. 12- 
rd European super bant aniw ei ghr 
dele: M Brodle (Eng. holder) bt S Med- 
itoune (Fr) ref 9th. 4-rd Hgjbt afcfaBe- 
wdrtb B Knudsen (Den) bt D Bapdsre 
{BaJtwun) rsf 4tl». *-rd flMit-taawy- 
odde T AdanieV (P«^) be I Khumalo (St 
Pancras) rsf 1st. 4-iric gghe wnl gte M 
Zegw(Pol) be D Murdock (Plymouth) rsf 
2nd. 8-rd nght-heovywelght: O 
Klemetsem (Nor) bt G Scotr-Briggs 
(Chesterfield) tko fcth. C-rd Ilrte- 
MkOnnl^c L Mureagi (Leeds) 
with K Riimer (Sheffield). 4-rd feath- 
■rwrigbc D Lowry (Beltest) bt C Lines 
(Birmingham) pis. lO-nf central area 
Oghcwright dde: G Htbbrn (Oldham) 
be M Hauam (Manchester) pts. 6-rds 
HghEw&arMktit: P Burke (Preston) 
bt A Bosworeh (Northampron) pc. 4-rd 
nwiHm eMie B Magee (Bdfast) bt D 
Ashton prate) rsf 2nd: W Ptnder (Man- 
chester) btP O’Rourke (Manchester) ref 
3rd. M kJi|wd|W- C Bowen-Pricr 
(Manchester) mew with Harry Senior 
(Charlton). 4-rd super mldd l e wlght 
G Wiliams (Manchester) bt D Ashton 


”|3fe8F¥«Uh (ft) 17:59. 

BADMINTON 

ENGLAND CHAMPV- 
2 J°WfS; (Matte— I la— or Anna, 

gDMueks 

EUMSUSlsiSR 

*»UKprJ 7-151S-12 15-8. 

Gunawan and Mbua br Dcwmoo and 


(Stoke) pts. 4-rd super W a rlwr w rtgliP 
E Newts (Manchester) br G Jenldnson 


(Lincoln) pcs. 

PROFESSIONAL 


PROMOTION 


* t* W 

mm** r 

7*ir 


2^ ° ^ be« vtm 9-n 11-S 11-1. 

wntt niiila; H Sul 

S^Bawaagag 


CRICKET 

VorksNre members at the annual 
meeting in Huddssfleld on Satia - - 
Uay have voted tn favour or caking 
County Championship games back 
to ShemeM and Harropte from next 
yen'. The motion urges the com- 
mittee to reinstate the two grounds 
and this will now be discussed by 
the general committee. Supporters 
of the motion claim chat the club 
now has to abide by the members’ 
wishes. 

SHEFFIELD SHIRD (filial day of 


133. 5 Lee 50). Hon* drawn. (Ado- 
Iridnk Queensland 239 (ML Hayden 
77: P Wilson 5-68) and 449 tor 5 dec (J 
P Maher 206no, M L Hayden B1 M L Low 
73); South Australia 345 (DS Lehmann 


175. J M Vaughan 87: A Symorris 4-90) 
and 254 for 9 (D S Lehmann 78no> D A 
Fitzgerald 57: P W Jackson 4-Bffl. Match 
drawn. (BklbM»): Victoria 263 (M P 
Mott 106. D 5 Berry 77: J Angel S-64) and 
276 tor 6 dec (J L Aroberger l25no. B J 
Hodge 50): Western Australia 258 (RJ 
Campbell 70. S M Kodch 60) and 227 for 
8 (R M Baker 88. S M Kadch 73; D J Safer 


CYCLING 

TOREN0-ADRIAT1CO RACE (Fifth 
atape; PagBaratnThrriraBnSteara.lt): 
LeocSiwptacingB (te mtfass seated): 1 

I Gonzalez (Srt4hr57min34sec 2 M Bar- 
roli plus 1 0sec 3 D Rebeiim: 4 S Gvzefll 
same time; 5 L Jalsbert (Fr) +17; 6 A 
Sperialert +21: 7 C JewterCNZ) +3mhi 
51 sec 8 M Napofltano +3:52: 9 V Duma 
(Ukr): 10 O Camenzind (Swit) same 
time. OoeroO sta nd in gs: 1 Bartoli 22hr 
29min 17sec 2 RebeBn +9sec 3Garze+- 
n +12: 4 Jalabert +19: 5 Gonzalez +28; 
6 Sperialetd +1:54; 7 B Ha mb urger (Den) 
+3:55; 8 Jermer +4^4; 9 A Tbricchla 
+4-JS: TO A Wier (Ger) some time. 
nuosMCE RACE Bcbdi teg (157108 
■rend Woe) 1 T Stees (Bel) Mapel 4hr 
6mfn 41 sec 2 H Morscher (Aori Kelme. 
same dme; 3 G Magnusson (Swel US 
Postal same time: 4 J Ptanckaert (Bef) 
Lotto, same Ome: 5 5 O'Grady (Airi Credit 
Agricoie. same dmejtaol muBmrI 
MBoogerd. tNeth) Rabobarik. ^sshirtn 
13sec 2 M Zberg (Swit) Rabobank. 
+57 sec 3 S Botero (Col) Krime +1irln 
36sec A F Vbndenbfoucke (Bel) Cofkfls. 
+2:10: 5 M Wbuters (Bel} Rabobank. 
+2:13. 

GOLF 

TURESMkNA MA5TBRS OPSI (An- 
dalnda, Mategal: Final ro und (G B or 
M oriess stand): 264 M A Jimenez (Sp) 
69 66 62 67; 268 S Webster 69 66 67 
66:26BRJaaniefln |Fr)71 676665:271 


|5we) 67 66 75 64. A Cejto (Gw) 7f 65 
6769. P4J Johansson (5we) 67 67 6B70; 
273 T Gogete (Ger) 68 69 68 68. G Or 

67 67 69 70: »4 B May (US) 73 65 68 
68 . R BcboH 70 69 67 68. J BIdcerton68 

68 69 69. R Winchester 67 67 70 70.EGar- 

butt 67 67 69 71 ; 275 C Haneil Swe) 67 


67 68 68 72, IGarrtdo (5p) 73 63 66 73; 
276 J M Singh (bid) 70 68 71 67. BLane 

72 6869 6/Ta Wail 70 70 6868. G Owen 

68 68 68 72; 277 M TunnidW 68 71 71 
67. M A Martin ispl 69 72 69 S^MFto- 
rtoli 0ri 69 69 70 69. S Hansn i pwi) 71 

68 69 69. KTomorl Uapanl 68 « 7071; 
27B F Jacobson (Swe) 67 74 71 66. C Han- 
Hne (US) 70 69 71 68. J Berendt (Are) 71 
«T© W. D Cooper 69 71 69 69. A Sbr- 
m (M 67 72&70; IRAMBR 71 

69 69. M Scared (IT) 59 71 69 70. Tt Oulras 


(So) 71 70 68 70. P Qulrid (5«U) 65 72 
Eft': 280 C RKa (It) 70 71 70 69. D 
GStord 69 72 70 68. J Spence 72 68 TO 
70: 291 D BOftwO (Sp) 67 73 69 72. F 
Cea (Sp)7l 6968 73. P Nyman J5we) 72 
66 6875: 282 A Bbu^ii (It) 70 71 73 68. 
C RocWes (Sp) 70 702 69. J Metier 70 
71 71 70. EGanonica (It) 71 69 71 71. J 
Sendai (AuS) 72 67 72 71. R Kartsson 
(Swe) 7071 70 71: 20 A Hansen (Deni 
68 73 73 69. J M Lara (5p) 74 67 71 71 
G Evans 71 70 71 71 P(Wmon7lg 
71 72. M James 67 73_70_7*2gA S Hrid 
70 69 77 68. PAfn«k W 6 97370.Pfi Bg 
(Swe) 69 71 72 72: 29S Y Bewrwttt (Sp) 
Vi 76 71 73: 2B6 P Mtchen 73 « 71 74; 
287 J M Amiri (Sp) 72 69 74 72. Sfcr- 

rance 69 72 72 74: 289 D Smy* G8 71 

76 72. M PUWngton GB 70 75 74: 290 J 
Agucro (Sp) 7269 74 75:293JSooSrt 
7§ 71 74 78: 298 M Pinero (Sa) 69 72 
78 79. ■ denotes wiuiwvr 


LEADING EUROPEAN RYDER CUP 
SDUDMGS (GB or M wdrae sated): 

1 C Montgomerie 5890 pts: 2 M AJknenez 
(5p) 3.787; 3 D Oarte 3.453: 4 L West- 
wood 3.412: 5 S Stniever (Ger) 2.660: C 
A Ceto (Ger) 2.616: 7 R Kartsson (Swe) 
2323: 8 D Howell 2.302; 9 A Col tart 


(Ger) 1.756; 13 PMcGMey 1.715: 16 P 
Fu Ike (Swe) 1370: 17 PUwrte 1.562: IS 
J M Otezabai (Sp) 1.550: 19 V Philips 
1.457: 20 P-U Johansson (Swe) 1313. 
VDUfO ORDER OF MBOTi 1 0 Howell 


4 A Ce(Xa (Ger) £1 1 6.692.B5; 5 J Bicker- 
ton (Eng) £11231938; 6 L Westwood 
CErefl £109.781.42; 7 P Lawrie CSoo} 
£109.371.42; 8 J Moseley |Aus 
£106.890.71; 9 E Romero (Arg) 
£102.000.71: 10 J M Olazabal I5pl 
£100.33938; IT M A Jimenez rap) 
£97.095.71: 12 B Langer (Ger) 


£82320.71 

US PGA HONDA CLASSIC (Coral 
Springs, Fla); Inwing dW-nnd 
scores (US notes* noted): 203 E 
Boater 72 ,- 205 B Hughes (Aus) 70, T 
Tolies 69: 207 M O'Meara 69. H Frazar 
66; 208 S Appleby (Aus) 69. D Barron 68, 
V Singh (RW68. J OglMe 65; 209 B 
Gefcerger 71 . C Parry (Aus) 71 . C S Bdler 

71. P Stewart 70 67 72; 210 M Bradley 

72. R Damon 69. B Esoes 70. B McGaRster 
72. D Pride 75. B Mtotts 74. D Durukey 
75; 213 G Waite (NZT 74; 214 E Eh (SA) 
71. C Utontspmerie IGB) 72; 213 R Afcrriy 
(Aus) 72: 219 S Lyre (GB) 76. 
HELOTS/ORCLE K CHABaPIONSKBP, 
(Tboon, Arizona): Leading tMrd- 
rooBd scares {US unless stated): 204 
D Egseilng 68 67 69; 205 M Redman 71 
69 65. D Pepper 67 69 69: 206 H Stacy 
72 68 66. N Scranton 70 65 71: 207_C 


K Rabbins 72 67 70. T Hanson 71 67 71. 
H Alfredsson (Swe) 69 67 73. K Albers 
72 67 70: 210 L Undley 72 71 67. D 
Richard 72 70 6& L Ptlflo 71 70 63. M 
Umn (Aus) 71 69 70. C Sorenstam (Swej 
72 70 68. V Fawn 70 69 71:211 M 
Malkxi 70 73 68.A De Luca 68 74 71. M 
Dunn 73 69 69. H Kobayastil (Japan) 67 

72 72. D KDIeen 68 71 Tl. C Kodi(Swe) 

70 69 72, A FuldjsNma (Japan) 6B 70 73: 
212 J MeOU 73 72 68 J BarPmWn ew 

73 71 69. L Kane (Can) 70 72 70. KWHM 
73 69 71, G Graham (Can) 71 69 72. D 
Andrews 73 67 72- Sritted other*: 214 
M McKay 73 71 70JL 

72 70. 215SLowe 72 73 70. 216 L Date 

71 71 74 217 J Morley 72 73 72. 219 
L FakclOugh 72 72 75. 

TUSKER KENYA OPB6 (Mrirotri): 
LcKHiUC ftnisl T-— *— ' (6B«lrlBriM 
srtSri)- 265 M Laleber ® 

64; 268 E Andereson (Swe) 68 67 65M. 
270 S Daniels (SA) 68 72 69 61 jj 271 J 


D Jones 71 68 65 69. D PWK74M67 
66. 1 Pyman 65 69 68 71 ; 274 
lard IfA to 71 66CTJH«teworti>68 
64 70 72. JShold (Swe) 67 7071 66.5 
Hhtson 70 69 68 67; 275 M EEWOT 
(9we) 68 70 67 70. S ^ud69 69 696^ 
G Pfctrobonqllij 69 66 71 69, G Ro)as 
(Arg) 71 68 67 69- 

hockey 

HPTM TEST (Cepe "town, SAI: Sou» 
^riu 3 AustraBa 6 (AiBtrabo win senes 

EKL premier: Boumwfc 6GtfM W«gjl 
Bmotdandi 2 Becsran & Cawiock 13 East 


Grtnstead 3: Canterbury 2 Southgate 4; 
Old Loughtonlans 3 Reading 7\ ted- 
dbngton 3 Hounslow 1 . Leadtog posi- 
tions: 1 Cannock (P19, Pts 48): 2 
Southgate (19-43): 3 Reading (19-37). 
Hr* Division: Hull 1 Surbiton 1: 
Chelmsford 0 Barfbrd Tigers 3: Doncaster 
2 Harlesron Magpies 2; East cote 1 
Oxford Hawks 0; Hampstead & West- 
minster 1 Indian Gymkhana 2; Havant 1 
Lewes 2; Hull 6 Oxford Unlv. 3; I sea I 
Bromley *r. St Albans 0 Loughborough 
Students 2: Sheffield 3 firebrands ^: 
Stourport 3 Surbiton 5. lending po rt 
tkw: 1 Surtriron (PI 8. Pts 44): 2 Don- 
caster (18-43): 3 Lewes (18-41). 
SOUTH Premier: High Wycombe 1 
Fareham 2. SraiuBngp : 1 Fareham (PI 9. 
Pcs 44. champions); 2 Wimbledon (19- 
43): 3 OW Cianlri«ham (19-38). 

DTZ MIDLAND PTendoR Edgbaston 1 
Harboroe 1 : Ham p con- bv Arden 1 Coven- 
try & North Warwick 3: Khalsa 8 North 
Notes 1: Nottingham 4 ‘Northampton 
Saints it Olton fir West Warwick 3 Leek 
2; Shrewsbury t North Stafford 5. 
Standing*: 1 Edgbasron (P21. Pts 46. 
champ! ora); 2 Nottingham (20-42): 3 
Khalsa (20-41). 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST Premter: 

Bedford Tbwn 1 Blueharts 2: Colchester 
1 Bishops Scott ford 2: Crastyx 6 Cam- 
bridge Gty 1 ; Ipswich 3 Cambridge Unhr 
8: Peterborough Tbwn 4 Clacton 1. 
S tan dings: 1 Peterborough Town (PIG. 
Pts 46); 2 Ipswich (19-41): 3 Cam- 
bridge Unhr (17-38). 

NORTH Prenter: Bewdon 5 Harrogate 
3; Chester 1 Nescon 3: Norton 1 
Sheffield Bankers 1: Rotherham 0 Form- 
by 3: Southport 3 Ben Rhyddlng 1. 
Standings: f Formby (P21. Pts 47): 2 
Sheffield Banters (20-44); 3 Bowdon 
(21-44). 

WEST OF ENGLAND * SOUTH 
HALES Pre mi a : Swansea 4 Vtwll 3. 
Standings: 1 Whitchurch (PI 8. Pts 45. 
champions): 2 Robinsons (IB-41): 3 
Bath Buccaneers (18*32). 

WO MBfS EHL Premier: FyRes Leices- 
ter 5 Doncaster 0; Olton Terraquest 1 


CHfton Scottish life 0; Slough 3 Ipswich 
3: Sutton Coldfield 2 Hi thrown 2; Oon- 


Hra P tete tent Aldridge 0 Chelmsford 
Highway «c Canterbury 2 Bradfor d i;1to- 
)ans 2 Sunderland Ashbreoke 1; Wim- 
bledon 2 Loughborough Students 2; 
Loughborough Students 3 Bradford 2. 
L ea ran g po wH m w r 1 Canterbury (P14, 
Pcs26): 2 Chelmsford (14-25, pro- 
moted): 3 Aldridge (14-22). 
WOMOTS WEST Premier; Chel- 
tenham 0 Taunton vale 1; Cotwall 0 
Exmouth 0; Porris h e ad R rebrands 1 
Bournemouth 2; Redlands 2 Ewter 1; Sc 
Austell 1 Leomhscer 1. Srandlngsr l 
Exmouth (PI 6 Pts 37); 2 Cotwall 
(16*37): 3 Exeter (15-30). 

WOMtiN’S NORTH Dfvtston Onw 
Chester 1 Liverpool 2: DeeskJe Ramblers 
12 Leyiand Motors T; Don VaUeylWm- 
nington Park 2: Shefftrid 1 Blackburn 3. 
Standings: 1 Deeslde Ramblers (P14. 
Pts 37): ^ Liverpool (14-26); 3 Chester 


WOMENS EAST Prouder: Ashford 2 
Ipswich 4; Blueharts 2 Dereham 3: 
Hariescen Magpies 2 Bury St Edmunds 
0; Letihworth 2 Cambridge Ore l. 
Standteg: 1 Hartenon Mtepies [PI 4, 
Pb36); i Sewnoaks (14- 27)73 Ipswridi 
(14-25). 

WOMEN'S midland Pr e ro lt r Befog 

1 Olton Terraquesc 1 : Crimson Ramblers 

2 Kettering 3; Loughborough Students 
2 Bedford 2: Luton 2 Noah Staffs l. 
cnrvfln a: 1 Bedford (PI 3. Pts 31): 2 
Loughborough Students (13-27): 3 
Kettering (15-26). 


WOMEN’S SOUTH Dluboa One: Hen- 
don 1 Maidenhead 4: Horsham 3 Win- 
chester 0: Southampton 3 Rower 
Cowley 3: Readme 2 Dulwich 4: Tube Kll 
4 West Witney 0. Standings: 1 Dulwich 
(PI 9. Pts 47): 2 Rower Cowley (20-46); 
3Tuise HUI (19-41). 

TRVSPORTS WOMEN’S THREE 
COUNTIES Division One: Cry of 
Oxford 0 Bracknell 7: Famham Common 
1 Wycombe Rye 2; Milton Keynes 1 West 
Witney 2; Oxford Hawks 1 (Word Uotw. 
3: Newbury 4 Henley 1; Wokingham 3 
SonrUng 4. Scandhws: 1 Newbury lP1 5. 
Pcs 37): 2 Bracknell (14-35); 3 Oxford 
Hawks (16-33). 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHLa Pittsburg 4 Philadelphia 0; St Louis 

6 Edmonton 4; Montreal 2 pronto I: 
Washington 4 Calgary 5 (OT)- Buffalo 3 
Boston I ; Florida ITampa Bay 0: Phoenix 
1 Anaheim 0: Los Angeles 3 Vancouver 1 ; 
Son Jose 3 Ottawa 2- 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE, Playoffs 
BrackneO 4 Manchester 2; London 3 
Sheffield 4 foe): Nottingham 3 Ayr 2. 

RALLYING 

David hfigglnswon trieVauxhall RaDy 
of Wales yesterday, the opening 
round of this year's Mobil 1 British 
Championship, by 1 3 seconds from 
title-holder Martin Rowe. Higgins, 
younger brother of 1 997 champion 
Mark, took the lead after five of the 
nine stages extended his advantage 
over yesterday’s three concluding 
tests. Higgins is ineligible for the 
British Championship as his Subaru 
Impreza Is of different specification 
to the two-line cars so that meant 
Rowe took the maximum 32 points. 
WUIXHALL RA1XT OP WALES Lead- 
ing final positions: 1 D Higgins (loM) 
Subaru Impreza 2 hr 22min OOAsec: 2 M 
Rowe (loM) Renault Megane plus 
13.0sec 3 T LaiAtenen (fin) Renault 
Megane +27.2: 4 D Buckley (5to) Mit- 
subishi Lancer +2ntin 1 7.8sec; S M Hig- 
gins (loM) Volkswagen GoU +2:57.1: 6 
JKytotehto (fin) ibudiak Astra *4:59.3; 

7 N wearden (EngJ VAuahall AStra 
+6:02.5: B J Easson (Eng) Mitsubishi 
Lancer +6:04.0; 9 R Tuthiii (Engl Sub- 
aru Impreza +6:16.3; 10 S cggfctone 
(Eng) Ford Escort at 6:48.5. 

MOBIL 1 BRITISH RALLY OiAHIPt- 
onshb* Latest mattings; Drivers: l 
Rowe 32pts: 2 Lauktenen 26: 3 M Hig- 

S ns 25: 4 Kytoleruo 22; 6 Wearden 20. 

ararfMnirere: 1 Renault 16: 2 Volk- 
swagen 12; 3 Vavxtiail 9; 4 Peugeot 7. 

SKIING 

ALPINE WORLD CUP FINALS (Sier- 
ra Hindi, Sp) Men's Slaton: 1 T 
Siantetssinger (Auc) Imln 50.44sec 


(54.B4 first lea. 55.6Q second leg); 2 K 
A Aamotftt (Nofl 1:50.67 (54.44. 5523); 
3 M Casanova (Swit) 1:51.19 (55.30. 
55.89): 4 D Plaschy (Swiir) 1:51.65 
(54.61, 57.04); S C Mayer (Auc) 1 .52.64 
(56.20. 56.44); 6F lescari (It) 1:52.65 
(5544. 57.21): 7 0 C fiiruseth (Norl 
1 '-52.67 (56.52. 56.1 51; 8 M Eberie (Ger) 
1:53.04 (55.81, 57.23); 9 S Anuez (Fr) 
1:53.16(56.49, 56.67); TO F C Jrage 
(Nor) 1:53.62 (56.56. 57.06). fi3f 
■tortd Cap BMton «an«n*S 1 T Stan- 
gsslnger (AutJ 5 66 pcs.' 2 J itosir 
(Seven) *i5; 3 F C Jagge (Nor) 386; 
4- P Bourgeat (Fr). K AAamedc (Nor) 
363. 

■tea's glue slalom: 1 M Won Gnienl- 
gen (SwftzJ 2 min 04 33 ec (1 :03 40. 
1d)033): 2 S Locher (Swit) 2:04.40 


(1:03.79. 1:00.61): 3 H Schllthegger 
lAut) 2:04.44 (1:04.16. 1:00.281. 4 S 
Eberhjrter (Aut) 2:04.51 (1:04.23, 
1:00.26): 5 KAAamodt (Notl 2:05.13 
(1:04.40. 1.00.731: S H Knauss (Aut) 
2:05.42 (1«5.04, 1:00 38): 7 L K|us 
(Nor) 2:05.48 (1:05.66. 59.82): 8 M 
Buechel (Ltch) 2:05.89 (1:04.64. 
1:01.25): 9 J ChenaJ (Fr) 2*06.01 
(1:05.27. 1:00.74): lO P Areola (Swit) 
2:06.08 (1 .-05.05. 1 01 .03). Final gtaac 
Slalom srandhigs: T Von Gruenigen 
5>9pcs; 2 Ebemarter 410: 3 H Maier 
(Aut) 37): 4 Aamodt 335: 5 C Mayer 
(Aut) 329. final overall standings: 1 
L K)US (Nor) 1 ,465pts: 2 Aamodt 1.442; 

3 Maler 1 .307; 4 Eberharter 1 .029: S 
Knauss 913. 

Women's giant slatomt 1 A Wachtef 
(AutJ 2mlr? 08 8lsec ( I .*06.37. 1.-02.44); 

2 A CHtos son (Swe) 2:10.54 (1 =07.68. 

1:02.86): 3 A Flemmen (Nor) 2:10.59 
(1:07.82. 1:02.77): 4 S Nef (Swit) 
2:11.19 (1:07.80. 1:03.39): 5 l Piccard 
(Fr) 2:1 1.35 (1K36.76. 1 «4.59): 6 C Rey 
Bellet (Swtr) 2:11.64 1 1:07.82. 

1:03.82); 7 D Compagnonf lit) 2:11.83 
(1:08.22. 1:03.611: 8 A Mebsnitzer 
(Aut) 2:12.01 (1ri>B.4t, 1:03.60). 8 S 
Berthod (5wfr) 2:12 M (1:08.25. 
1:03 88): 10 K Ftolen (Sw») 2:12.59 
(1-09.01. 1:03.58). final giant staHom 
standings: 1 A Meissnitzer (Aut) 
752prs ZWbchter 696: 3 Flemmen 598. 

4 Net 377. final oweraQ standings-, t 
MeiMnlrrer 2.042pC5: 2 H GerglGer) 
1.41 1; 3 RGotsttd (Aut) 1.349. 4 MErd 
(Ger) 1.233: 5 P Wiberg (5we) 1.183. 
final Nations' cup standings: 1 Aus- 
tria !S.995pts (men 9.105. women 
6.890); 2 Norway 6^28 (4.409. 1.819): 

3 Switzerland 5.547 (3.162, 2.3B5): 4 
Italy 4.252 (2,239. 2.013), 5 France 
3.986 (1.545. 2.441) 

SKI JUMPING 
WORLD CUP (Oslo. Nor): 1 N Kasai 
(Japan) 253.4 pts (123.0. 1 17.5 metres); 
2 M Schmitt (Ger) 245.5 (1 14.0. 123.5); 
SKFunaki (Japan) 241.4 (117.5.115.5): 

4 J Suchacek (Cz Rep) 239-2 (H6.0. 

1 18.0); 5 J Ahonen (fin) 239.0 (1 14.0. 

1 1 B.5). Loadng aanrings (aftw 2S of 
29 events): 1 Ahonen 1.S89 pts; 2 
Schmitt 1.513: 3 Funak) 1,423; 4 Kas> 
1.368: 5 5 Hormawald (Ger) 806. 

SNOOKER 

QHNA INTERNATIONAL (SbaogbaJ): 
Snml-Raate: B Snaddon (Sco) bt S 
Hendry (Sco) 6-2: J Higgins (Sco) bt A 
McManus (Sco) 6-4 final: Higgins br 
Snaddon 9-3. 

SPEED SKATING 
WORLD SINGLE DISTANCE CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS (Heerenveen, Noth): 
Man: 500m: 1 H Shimizu (Japan) 


70.690src (35.43 Drst run. 35.26 sec- 
ond run): 2 E Wenremars (Neth) (35.61. 
35.77); 3 J J Leeuwangh (Neth) 71.830 
(35-SI. 36.02). I^OOm: 1 J Bos (Neth) 
lmln I0.41scc; 2 H Stvmizu (Japan) 
1:10.75. 3 J J Leeuwongh ifiKIh) 
1:10.79. ISOObb 1 1 Pbtsma (Neth) lmln 
47.92sec 2 A Sondrol (Nor) 1 .40.25: 3 
R Ritsma { Neth) 1:49.28. IMonteiU 
1,000m'. T M Timmer ( Neth) 1:16.21; 
2MGarbrecht (Get) 1.16.75; 3 CLemay 
Doan (Can | 1:16.97. 1,500 metres 1 
E Hunyady (Aut) 1:58.29: 2 G Nfemann 
(Ger) I -SB 43; 3 T de Jong (Neth) 
1:59.17. 

SQUASH 

TOULOUSE CENTRAL WOMEN'S 
OPEN fine round: T Malik (Wall bt R 
Halgh (Eng) 9-1 9-1 9-1: C Casters (ft) 


bt S Jocemnor (Frl 9-2 9-1 9-0: V 
Borwngni (Eng) bt D Cruick&nank (Scot 
9-3 9-2 9-1; D Harris (Aus) bt A AlourJ 
(Bra) 9-4 9-6 9-3. 1 Pochoda <USl bt C 
Cogan (Eng) 6-9 9^. 5-9 9-6 9-7: 5 
Shabona (Eg) b! 5 Pasrens (in 9-4 9-5 
9-2; K Paasnnrta (Ftnl bt L Brunlerj ifil 
9-3 4-9 9-4 IO-B; T Snentcn (Enq) bt C 
Boggio (Fr) 9-2 9-2 9-0 OHareer-ltaalc: 
Malik br Casters 9-3 7-9 9-4 9-0. 
Botwrlghi bt Hams 9-3 9-6 9-7. Shjfcanj 
bt Pochoda 9-1 9-1 9-4; fhenton bt 
Paasivirta 9-2 9-5 9-4. Semi-finals: 
Malik bt Botwnght 9-3 9-0 9-5. Sfufranj 
br Shenton 10-8 10-8 9-0 

SUMO 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Os* 
aka, Japan) first day or fifteen: 

Asanosho bt Kyokutenho. Wdonoio br 
Ohimxie: Kaiho br Asanwjaka Tohitsuu- 
n* bt Gojoro. Kotoryu bt Ogirnsfnki. 
Hanunoshima br Mitoirum. Chr»o:er»ran 
bt Koionowaka: Aoglyama be Ganyu 
Miyabiyama bt ilbhanosjlo. Mmaiafuii b; 
Tbchmonoda. Told bt Tamahanisa: Hig> 
noumi bt Teioo; Tochiatuma bt 

K ikudncan: 5hikfshnn.t bt KotononoLo. 

soyama bt lakatorlla. Takancnanu bt 
Tovmoumi: Definu br Ctuyora+ai. Aki 
noshima b: Muushunaru: ukunoturu br 
Kottsiishlki; Mikanoharui bt Kai:. 

TABLE TENN15 
ENGLISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
fKornMMtth): Men's singles, third 
round: M VUenne iCh) be V Samsonov 
iBela) 21-12 19-21 21-11 17-21 21-73. 

J Huang (Canj bt C Legwic ift! 2T-I7 
21-17 22-20; C Cumli rAun bt M Mar- 
rad (Den) 21-13 25-23 21-15: J Per***! 
(Swe) bt C P Lung (Uwl 21-19 3-21 21-3 
21-14; W Schlarer (Aut) bt b Elrt (Fr) 
71-21 21-19 21-13 21-3; T Keen iHalj 
btYMm (It) 21-10 21-18 21-17. KlieL 
Soo (Kor) bt L BUszccyk (Poll 21-15. 
21-12; 21-14; P Chila (Fr) bt Y M Kyu 
(Kor) 31-15. OurteeAiuh: Wenee bt 
Qianli 21 -t4 22-20 21-13; Pwsson br 
Huang 14*31 21-10 21-18 21-11: 
Schlajsef bt Keen 23-21 19-21 21-17 

1 7-rT: 1 - 1 7: (Tbek 5cc hi Cfdla 2 1 - r 6 
21-10 21-1 1. Send Wnvrii- Wcwc b; j 
Perrsson 21-19 21-18 15-21 25-23. 
Taek Sot* bt Schlager 21 -19 25-27 22-20 

12-21 21-14. W o m e n 's slngtes third 
romd: A Boileau (ftl bt T Feimlne 
(Tahra) 26-24 24-22 21-17. Oiarter- 
llnals: M Sieff iRom) bt J Tian-Zoraer 
(Get) 21-16 7-21 21-16 21-19; A 
Soileau (ft) bt 5 Eun Mi (5 Kor) 21- 17 
21-1615*21 21-15: GJun iU5) bt K Mac 
Kyo |S Kor) 19-21 12-21 21-14 21-15 
21-14. J Schopp (Get) bt R J1 Hye iKori 
16-21 21-19 21-16 21-10 SenO-Hiub.- 
Sdmpp bt Steff 21-17 10-21 21-19 
20-22 21-17: Soileau bt Jun 21-12 
21-16 21-16. 

TENNIS 

NEMC9IICEK CHAMPIONS CUP ttauB- 
on » MB, Ca) Men’s Qranw-flnab: 

C Moya (5p) bt K Kucera (Slovub) 6-4 6-4; 

C Woodruff (US) bt T Henman (GB) 6-1 
1-6 7-5; G Kuerten (Bra) bt R KraHcek 
(Hoi) 6-4 6-4: M Phillppoussls (Aus) bt 
T Martin (US) 3-6 7-5 6-1. Semi-flnabK 
Moya bt Kuerten 6*3 1*6 6-1: Phihp- 
paussls bt Woodruff 6-1 6-2. 

EVERT CUP (Indue UtafHi, Ca) 
Woman’s tingles final: 5 Williams (US) 
bt S Graf (Get) 6-3 S-6 7-5. 

DAVIS CUP: Aria-Ocean la Zone 
Droop Three: Malaysia be Hong Kong 
2-1; Tajikistan bt Pacific Oceania 3-0' 
Bangladesh bt Syria 3-1. (Mofoysla and 
Hong Kong are promoted to Group Two. 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain relegated to 
the Group Fourl. 
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Route a late 
addition to 
the ritual 


THE DRAWBRIDGE is down 
and fanfares for the uncommon 
horses have already begun. 
Cheltenham has begun to wel- 
come the greatest athletes that 
the National Hunt sport can 
offer for this week’s Festival and 
the gauntlets are down. 

Florida PtearL. the Gold Cup 
favourite, was in situ by Sat- 
ing afternoon but he was not 
the first contestant to arrive. 
That honour belonged to Im- 
perial Call, the Blue Riband 
hero three years ago. It usual- 
ly does. > Tn^>eria] Call has been 
the first horse to arrive here for 
the last three years," Edward 
Gillespie, the Chel tenham man- 
aging director, said yesterday. 
“He’s staying over the road 
with a friend. 

"He's almost like our door- 
keeper and nobody is allowed 
to arrive until he is here. Even 
when he doesn't run in the fu- 
ture, he’ll have to come over 
otherwise nobody will turn up. 

“It’s almost part of this 
pyschology that I'm the boss. 
It’s my territory, these are my 
gallops and the other horses are 
coming in only because I say 
they can. They're not treating 
it like a normal race meeting 
and they're getting the horse in 
the right frame of mind." 

Both the early arrivals at re- 
ception represent an Irish con- 
tingent which promises to be 
extraordinarily successful this 
week. Standing forward in die 
travelling guard will also be 
Istabraq, an uncommonly 
warm favourite for tomorrow’s 
Champion Hurdle. "The Irish 
enthusiasm will either be dent- 
ed on the first day or they will 
be trampling over us after a few 
hours," Gillespie added. 

"Britain and Ireland It's like 
the Africans and the Americans 
meeting in the Olympics. It’s 
difficult to know how the form 
relates. Race one might well set 
the whole scene and if the 
home side win that one it could 
be like holding out the siege.” 

The challenges are booked 
and so are the crowds. Thurs- 
day is sold out and the indica- 
tors are that Wednesday will be 
busier than the opening day 


By Richard Edmondson 

which does not mean you will 
be able to spread out the picnic 
blanket tomorrow. 

The planning is r unning so 

smoothly that Gillespie even al- 
lows himself a moment's tipping 
reflection. “Istabraq only won 
by a length, albeit an easy look- 
ing length at Leopards town, but 
I think a place on French HoDy 
is the best bet of aQ time," he said 
The refund situation for this 
statement wQJ be made dearer 
during the week. 

Direct Route may transpire 
to be a Biblical figure asking for 
room at a well stocked inn as 
he is likely to be sent down just 
in advance of his assault on 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Andsuephi 
(Taunton 3.10) 

NB: Tissue Of Lies 
(Plumpton 3.30) 


Wednesday's Queen Mother 
Champion Chase. 

The gelding sullied his cre- 
dentials at Ascot last month 
when he broke a blood vessel 
and came back as dehydrated 
as blotting paper. Howard 
Johnson, his trainee; yester- 
day confirmed that Norman 
Williamson would be back at the 
control panel after being absent 
for the last two races. 

"He's coming back to himself 
a bit now," the trainer said 
“We’ll probably take him down 
to Cheltenham the day before 
his race. When we took him 
down a bit earlier before his last 
one he probably thought he 
was going to run there and then 
and in the end he didn’t know 
if he was coming or going and 
he didn’t drink. He’s normally 
a good traveller and was no 
trouble when he went to Ireland 
last April to win at the Pun- 
ch estown Festival." 

The equine trouble for Direct 
Route this time comes largely 
in the shape of Call Equmame, 
who is 9-4 favourite for the 
Champion Chase in one book 
and the horse thought most Kke- 
ly to interrupt Raul Nicbolls’s 


dreary sequence at the Festival, 
“We have several chances and 
every race at Cheltenham is . 
hard to win but Call Equmame 
must have as good a chance as 
any” the trainer said yesterday. 
“Tbuch wood, evetythmg is fine 
with him at the moment” 

The celestial intercourse by 
Philip Arkwright, the derfe of the 
course, seems to have been pro- 
ductive as glorious, spring-like 
weather is anticipated at Prest- 
bury Park this week. This should 
help some of Ditcheafs big guns. 
“The forecast for the weeks good 
and it should be decent ground," 
NkhoUs said “I hope it dries up 
a bit as that would suit our Gold 
Cup pair [Double Thriller and See 
More Business]." 

Spreading daffodil cups 
could also mean a return to a 
seat of glory for Cool Dawn, a 
25-1 chance when successful in 
the Blue Riband last year He 
has run like swine since but 
there have been signs of his re- 
naissance at Robert Alner’s 
yard “Cod Dawn is fit and well 
but it is a waste of time running 
him if it is holding or soft," Sally 
Ainei; the trainer's wife, said 
“He will run if the ground is 
good, but it has got to be good” 

There were connections sev- 
eral abreast walking the old turf 
yesterday as the preliminaries 
began to be played out. “It’s 
part of the ritual," Gillespie 
said ‘They’D park the car in the 
same place, go in by the same 
entrance and talk to the same 
people." 

Following a trusted route 
was Nicky Henderson, who 
strode out with Makounji's 
owner, Robert Waley-Cohen, 
before announcing that the 
mare would run in the Aride 
Trophy tomorrow, with the ad- 
dition of blinkers. “Blinkers 
may be the answer to keep her 
mind on the game over the first 
few fences," the trainer said 

But, before that, she vriU 
have to talk her way past Im- 
perial Call to get into the chang- 
ing rooms. Approach and 
entrance to the Festival Is al- 
ways a problem to man and 
beast alike but we keep doing 
it It’s worth it 


' r f ~- **♦.» ' v - - , i 11 * ...... 
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Lordbemiebouflant and Philip Hide (left) on their way to victory in Saturday’s EBF Hurdle Final at Sandown 


Julian Herbert 


Festival success can 
be found in the pool 




FOR THE NOTEBOOK 

HORSES TO GO ON TO BETTER THINGS 


LOSING MONEY to those pleas- 
ant females in Cheltenham's 
Tbte booths is somehow more 
toierabtethanlosmgittoasuriy 
boards-bookie. But there are 
other reasons to prefer Tbte 
pool betting at the Festival. 

A£10 win bet placed on all 20 
winners at last year's Festival 
would have produced the fol- 
lowing returns on each of the 
three days: £665 Tote versus 
£560 starting price (Tuesday); 
£621 to £508 (Wednesday); £918 
to £726 (Thursday). 

Bookmakers’ odds usually 
offer better value for the first 
two or three horses in the bet- 
ting. But beyond those, Tote win 
dividends are almost always 
largec particularly m big fields. 

Last year, for example, 
Alexander Banquet (9-1 SF) paid 
£16.60 for a Tote win bet (includ- 
ing £l stake). In contrast, Un- 
sinkable Boxer (5-2 SP) paid 


BY OlRIS CORRIGAN 

£2.90 on the Tote - less than 2-L 
Place betting comparisons 
are more complex. Tbte place 
dividends can vary drastically. 
Last year; Lord Dorcet was 
third in the Champion Chase at 
50-L but the Tbte place was £4.00 
-equivalent to an SP of just 12 -l 
O ne way to exploit this un- 
predictability is to find a 
little-used Tote booth in some 
far-Sung corner of the trade 
Then, before each race, keep 
your eyes glued to screens dis- 
playing the latest Tote odds. 

Freak dividends are some- 
times projected and a shrewd, 
last-moment bet can be placed 
if there is no queue. Itis doubt- 
ful, though, that this pastime 
would appeal to all Festival 
visitors. They would miss most 
of the action on the course, for 
a start And they could still lose. 


COLONEL YEAGER, unlike 
the pioneering American pfiot 
after whom he was named, 
win not be breaking any sound 
barriers. But he is expected to 
run speedily at Cheltenham 
tomorrow. 

The five-year-old is by no 
means Ireland's hottest fancy 
for the Festival’s opening 
race, the Supreme Novices’ 
Hurdle, but that should not 
deter punters from taking the 
12-1 on offer with the Tbte. 
WHliamHffl cut his price from 
10-1 to 8-1 yesterday. 

The Irish have a stunning 
record at Cheltenham, but 
that success Is down to 
strength in depth - not just 
down to their better-fancied 
horses. Frequently, Ireland’s 
less-heralded runners, beat 
the hot-shots. 

At last year’s Festival, for 
example, Willie Mullins’s 
Alexander Banquet (9-1) beat 



Christy Roche's Joe Mac (6-4 
favourite) in the Bumper And 
Pat Flynn’s French Ballerina 
(10-1) beat Mouse Morris's 
His Song (4-1 favourite) in 
the Supreme Novices’. 

The trend could continue in 
this year’s Supreme Norices’. 
Cardinal HOI and Joe Mac 
share the top slots in the ante- 
post betting, at around 94 
and 7-2 respectively. 

But the one to watch out for 
is Colonel Yeager, trained by 
Martin lynch near Geoghe- 
gan, Co Westmeath. 

Owned by Captain Cathal 
Ryan, of the family that cre- 
ated Ryanair, Colonel Yeager 
has been flying high himself. 


He has had four races over 
hurdles, winning three times. 

The sole defeat came at 
Leopardstown at Christmas 
when he was beaten one and 
a half lengths by Joe Mac. The 
latter had a 31b pull that day, 
but the weights are level to- 
morrow. Among other rea- 
sons for believing Lynch's 
horse can gain revenge, is the 
steep uphill finish at Chel- 
tenham. 

“He's bred to stay and he’s 
a real battler,” Lynch said 
yesterday. “I’ve no doubts 
about his stamina up that hill. 
He’s the nearest thing to For- 
rest Gump I've seen in a 
horse. He’s so disappointed 
when you try to pull him up 
after a gallop. He never wants 
to stop." 

; Lynch confirmed that 
Richard Dun woody has been 
booked to ride. 

Chris Corrigan 


Taunton 


HYPERION 

2.10 Connaught Crackers 4.10 Thie Vision 

2.40 Out? N’ About 4.40 Kaloore 

3.10 Andsuephi 5.10 Mr Leroi 

3.40 Cage Aux Folles 


GOING: Soft. 

■ Right-hand course. Run-fa of 150yds. 

■ Cftjroa s 5 ot town on B317U Taunton station 2m. ADMISSION: Members ETi ; Pad- 
dock C9: Centra ot course C5. CAR PARK: Centre ot come S3; rameinclw tree. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 44-223 C«7M P Hobba 29-TC p»6%i R Hodge* 17- 
«0 [W6M P Nlchoita 11-92 (CM 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 29-X7 (19.71b). M A Fitzgerald «-» (21 B%L C 
Maude 15-98 053*.). M Williamson 0-59 (22%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 165 wins from 430 rides (success rate 3&a%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Francesca's Folly (WO). Kaloore (MO) 


-4 declared - 

BETTING; 10-11 Undo, 11-10 AndrnpH, 10-1 Echo's Of Dawn. 33-1 Polo KB 
098: tent Express B tl 3 N Maroon M (p Egarton) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Laredo; faiprowng novica showed a good turn of foot when wtmng at Wfacanton f&nSt 
good to soft] last week. SS table to mate tha odd irestale. but kumtog with every 
rui 

Andsueptii: Made a successful chaafag debut at Wfincarton (2m5t soft) In January 
and then appeared not to stay 3m when 3id at Ascot Sound chance here in reca?X 
of 6b from Laredo 

Echo's 0> Dam: kish point-to-point wnw Only modest form m novice chases and 
coid mate no knpresam from 3 out when 3rd to Banker Corat at Catterick (&n3t 
soft) last One 

Polo IOC First outhg ance October, 1996. end first far new yard when piled up be- 
fare etfi n sefcg randte at Rontwel (27<m good) to December 
VERDICT: Andsuephl Med to confirm the promise he showed at Wfacanton when 
ptded up over a longer tnp at Ascot nost tana Thera is stl a eitfn question marie owr 
nm and even though he drops beck in trip ha faces a toutfi opponent in LAREDO. 
Pai Metals' six -year-old has to concede 6b. but he B undoubtaMy on the upgrade 
and his jranplng should improve as he gains experience. 


Candy IMab Maiden Flat handcappra at dstances up iOL First autng gtooe fin- 

Ishfag T2Jh of »to Far Cry at Southwefl ft2f) In November 

Francesca'* Fofly: YVbn a aeler at Xarmoidh (Of good to soft) n September far Jdhn 

Ffc Has shown nothing to 2 outings on Ihe MN the winter 

VERDICT TRUE VISION was flatfared by her '■-length wfcvwig mafgfei at Exeter last 

week as her two nearest prasuara .were both canities at tha third last However, this 

looks a weaker race and tw front-owing style ehoiid be own more effadiw am the 

much fitaiper track. 


4.40 


O ml WELLINGTON MONUMENT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F) £4,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,775 

1 P253U' PONTYNVSWBi (RIM) (D) (P Oman) P Boren it tt Q R Thornton 

2 MfflF CONNAUGHT CflACKBl (28) (D Bfi [Iks A Tbdaiel) P Mchafc 9 it 7 J Ttanrd 

3 221223 NORTHERN SADDLER (3) (C) (D) (R J Hodges} R Hodges Cno A P McCoy 

- 2xCC? JASOfTS BOV (19) (CO) |W E .tanesj J M Bnxfsy 9 D H SDurackB 

i PlflJU SILENT GW£ (HZ) (18) lG F Edwards) G Edvonta OtOO D Salter 

e -5KOJ SOUTH WEST EXPRES5 (20) (Negative Vires Ptftpl 0 VWnBe 7 B 0 J Mogfard (7) 

-6dednd- 

Ueunvt n nnjw ttw Ten j tonfiap nergftt Soud WWErptess fla 13 ft 

BETTWG: 11-8 CmimusM Crecher, 3-T South Watt Ex press. 7-2 Northern Saddler, B-2 Jason's 

Boy. 1*1 Start Guns, 20-1 P o ntywy s nsn 

Wi Beyona Ow Rom* W 103 J Hams ® r-2 |H Hodges) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Pontynyswen: Has not ran cmjt jumps snee unseabng his nder a the last when 3rd 
and beaten at Worcester n June, S96 Only outing since then on AW a Wtampton 
the faeowng Nwerribor. so long absence to overcome 

Connaught Cracker Has flashed 2nd 3 (Hies aver CSD this season to some isefui 
pericmveis. mcfadrrg Rxrlh in Una Deserves to go one better and earner task here 
Northern Saddler Most cona a ent and though part his best can always be refied 
upon to be thereabout. Cksch reappearance after finohng 3rd to Shodrach at Hero- 
tort! {2m. good to soft) on Friday 

Jason's Boy. Ran onool h» better rasrea fTto out cf Wcapl when 2nd to Haridecent 
a Doncaster pni3t good) last month. Does not find much in a finah 
Sherd Guns: Seftng chaser, has tsied io compteta in 3 pomt-sj-poWs iWs season, laJ- 
esi when tailed oil a Badbvy Rngs last month Rrotabty does not stay 3m and suit- 
ed by drop back n tnp 

South Wert Express: Nowce chaser, has made the running n his last 2 outrgs end 
was snS gong wd when he was ha mp e re d and inserted Ns rider at the 10m at Lud- 
tow (2" m) last month Chance ewer ttws shorter trip 

VERDICT: Northern Saddler end Jason's Bay usualy find one too good tor mem. 
SO lha shoiid concern CONNAUGHT CRACKER end South Wfcst Express The far- 
mer has >es3 to da than on ta other three vtsio here tha seasrai and though he fel last 
time £ usualy a sate enough pumper 


3.40 


9 A(\ MELODY MAN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty VaJue £2,775 


1 CXF OUnrABOUT (77) (E Gum & M KnrctDft*) P Metals 4 n *) ...Ut S Strange (7) 

2 C236-F KORTHBW DRUMS {20) (Q IR PeaW) M Pipe 6 11 9^ .APMcCoy 

3 &522F NERSHGINB1 (79) (Snnoie bvesaraits) S 9wwM 6 it 6 -□ Gafiaafiar 

4 .C33C6 dr SNAGQLE ( 11) (D) iPkvn hfenhants) S Eerie DIM J A McCarthy 

5 ■SP** FLAHNES FIRST (11) ID GoAfJ R J Pnoe 5 0 3 A Dots* 

6 A302 HISSED THE BOAT |F7S2) (D BF) (R Karfimj) Us S Wtoms 902 ..A MUger <S) 

-6dKlarsd- 

BETTING: M Out Tf About, M Northern Drum*. M UeraMgkw; S-1 Rati (re's First 7-1 Ur 5«g- 

gta. i4-i Hissed The But 

TOfl. DNaan 5 n S J Lo«r 8-1 (U Pipe) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

OurN'About Ftetuns after an h-weefc break Wlowwig dsappontng mn at Cheptsfaw 
(2m. soft) when he was weA behind when faBng A out Worth another chance 
Northern Drums: Twice a winner here over 2mif Fefl at first on reappearance fa a 
chase el Lixfiow last month Ybt to wsi on ground worse tton good, but has shewn 
form on soft 

nierehiflitter Beaten Sth when fefi laa at HadonJ (2m3l soft) last lime h first run n 
a runtficap. Rumai-up in 2 novice htrrtas before that and plenty fa do a IW wwghts 
Mr Snaggle: One nme usetuf fKn*er. r cf\i58r and »wl hantfcapped on dd farm. Wtoak- 
ened 2 out «hgn 5th to Two Larcfc at Ludkm (2m51, sod) fast 6ma end marts Ftahne's 
Fret t«n) or only ifa bettor farms tor S lengtfa 

Ftahfw'e First Bert form on last ground. Bwrten 2 out when 4th to Two Lords at Lud- 
tow (2m5l soft) last time and only i fa worse off tor B lengths wtth Mr Snaggle (5th) 
tttnad The Boat Unlucky 2nd \sadde sfipped} when teS ran owr jvsnps August. 
i99eFraouuiganc8wrti beawi Othottl on fW et WlHrtlptaa Febreiary 1997 
VERDICT: Northern Drums has a soft task r handfcrtp* now as he a 20b above 
ns Nghast wrong mark ouer tuttes As ha e probably batter on faster pound this 
could go to OLTN*ABOUT. He has had a break slnoe ho poor effort in a Grade One 
event at Chepstow n December and chowed he can capo with soft (nxjnd whan sec- 
ond to Roborant at Lingfieid that month 


SANNACOTT MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £2,453 

1 IWO CASHABAN (14) (M J Slrth) J Sndh 6 tl 5 RHHiJgwp) 

2 0 COHC»A(NZlps)URB«i)Oat«et15 Ukhad Braaw 

3 -*0360 OtMJtmreON (7S) (tmpenrtat*p)l Wfara61l5 RWafcfey 

4 06QF- KILAHNEY KmG (2B9) (T J Mylas) K Bal 0 Tl 5 M Ahan 

5 65/3P3 LDHGSTONE LAO (111 (G F Edwanfe) G EdMRts 7 Tl S M ARdgerald 

fl 30 TWBWtNOS. GROVE pi) Wta S C taken) T Georgs 6 h 0 RTtumton 

7 BATSWB4G (F191) (R WKhera) B R Mknan 4 P fa— D Satar 

e 40 CAGE MIX KALES (TO] (Ms J Kaly) N Mama < M II A Dobbin 

9 RAfl}(F303) (MrsABwUay) PNdwb* nfl.. Jltaad 

te 50 MARQUAN1E DO) (Mra J L Eqani D Witte 4 0 5 JHMfald(71 

-lOdedarad- 

BETTTNa- 7-4 Rrtd. 3-1 Cage Aux Fbfles. 4-1 Loogstona Lad, 1V2 Brtswiitg, 8-1 Goorsnyson, 
18-1 KDamsy King, 20-1 TMnnings Grom. Maiquante. 29 Conor*. 33 Cssbabxr 
T9S8 - fitzmaaice 6 11 5 S UcNai 5-4 tw (C Bracks) 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Cartiatoaro Unseated hs ndar at the 0th on his ortjr start h pont-to- points fast seo- 
son. Beaten a long way n both outngs over hurdler and setors more his mark 
Conorc Placed on Flat n New Zealand Behnd from 4ih when taied rtt nth oM2 to 
Auetafer owr C&D (good to soft} on hurcSng debut last mamh 
Co-Onmysom First run since leaving Norman Babbage and has shown some abftty: 
factodng when 4th to Dd You Know n a f»H Rat race mat C&D (firm) m October 
KSBrpey King: Jurepng lei hm down fa boBt races oner hurdea last season Showed 
3 ittle prarrssa before that on 2nd outing in a bumper, but wfl have to improve on whai 
he has shown so far 

LongstDM Lath Appeared not to stay an when and here last month. Better effort whan 
lid over C&D Isoftl fast tana and good chance h trite weak errant 
TMnnings Grew Ttvd in mares' M-t F fat race at Fbfcesune C2mit heavy) In Janu- 
ary. Weakened 3f out when 9th of 16 in sinter event at Bangor Omit good) nact lime 
Brtswfng. Hantfcapper on Ftat won 5f marten at Lrgfiekl (sofi)kiQ07&>awednalh- 
wg fa 3 ounnge fast season and has yet to race beyond « though should stay an on 
tfxs easy course 

Cage Aux Fbtex Won twice on Fta fast season over im3f and 1 '/jm. Beaten 42 lengths 
when 7lh of Tl at Newbury pm3t soft) last time, but rttewed promise when 4th on hur- 
dkig debut over C&D fart month 

Raid: Saodtertf HaO grttfing Won iVrfn maiden at Downpatrick (good to firm) n May 
rntruisnce. but from a stable whose nxmars rarefy faJ through lack of fitness 
Marquante; Winner on Flat fa France at Fbntanetteoi (heavy) in October Pufed too 
hart on Hiding debut at Fdkasfcme n JStuary aid beatan 8 fangtts by Cage Aut Ftttea 
(7thl when 8th at Newbury next time 

VERDICT; fash report Raid is hard to assess, though as he grty won a stx-ruinar 
marden at Downpamck the taBtuod s tftrt he is nothing out of the ortfrary. Long- 
stone Lad ran as wel as could be expected behind Ffagshp Theresa here tart fane 
and the looks wnhrt the scope oi CAGE AUX FOLLES. Tony Dobbn Is an Interesting 
bookrg far ths former John HJs tau^saKild. who mads a ptanWng tardfas debut 
here fast month 


SOMERSET HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2,500 added 
3m Penafry Value £2,038 

P&2P2 WUJCAD pSP) (Ms J Baran) Mre J Gapn tl G 7 UrJBam«(7} 

1ff-3l CERTAIN ANGLE (37^ (CD) (Ffavvglon fronds) Its K Rees V V O.MM P Curing 

S533 JUST SEN (11) (D) [R L ffesey) K Cfaningt Tl 12 0 IBas J Cunfaiga (7) 

3212/3 KALOORE (SOP) (D) (BF) (Ws J Atard) P Scfxfifnkf 10 12 0 — Mr P SdioltaM (3) B 

50/M MUHTAH (IBP) (E Lews) S Lflwe BCD lfrCRWrororp) 

131541 CABB0<TRGSE((l1(P)PSdutiaiTbg)PSiuticaibBlt ttS.MnWSaAooRteO) 

T23PP/ DUCHESS OF TUBBER (7BSP) (D) (R Lira) R Limit ng M» S Hxmg (7) 

432-U3 GYPSY LUCK p7) (D)(BF)pGrart Cam) 0 Bush CT1 3 UnABurti(7) 

-Stfednd- 

HEniRQ: 2-1 Certain Angie, Jqm Ben, »«wy IwA, 132 HUtwad, Kaloore, 1M Murtafl, 

CabbfRv Rom. 25-1 puctwu Of Tttbbor 

G9B: Khg Tfaus 8 B 7 1* J Jutes $ j-2 far (V Oarnd) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

HIBiead: Ex-Msh handcap chaser. Premis i ng reappearance rrhen 2nd to Puraara 
Owrheed at Uukhl (3m good to soft) fa January, but cfsappofated next 2 starts 
Certafa Angta Conrtstsnt pofat-to^oHar and won 4 fanes fast season Led dose home 
when wirrtng laaw' open at Vfad e brtdgo (an. good) test month and rtddan by former 
3-trees tadfatf champion Paffy Cutfag 

Ju« Bern Extra-arte Jrenper and has new fefcn n 35 outing& Genuna, but inable to 
quicken and rated 2 out when 3rd fa Apple John over C&D (soft) last fane 
Kaloore: Useful potato; missed fart season, but made a premising reappearance when 
3rd to Vsfaair and Ccrrfefi Harp at Great Tfothew pm soft) test month Sura to come 
on for the nn 

Muntaftt Former handcap hurdfac who man twice on heavy grand fa Fair first 
aftart fa pofats when 3nJ to Cruise A Hoop and Better Fuiue at Wfitwfok Manor pm. 
soft) fast month 

Cabbery Bos* Oneiaaced tnc+lsh chaset No chance when bkmdored and unseated 
rider 4 out (open citehj ewer C&D (soft) fart timo fa race won by Apple King 
Duchess Of TUbbertMbaed fart season and first race far over 2 years. Suited by pfancy 
oi culfa the ground, tat pfafed up both outngs In points n ’B97 and tough task on rattan 
Gypsy Luete OiitB consistent pointer but hart to wfa with Maynatbeuptohuntar- 
chase standard and kept on at one pace when 3rd to Mhefc A On et Vtedebridge pm. 
good) fart time 

VERDICT Certain Angle has the conrtdarabfa advantageaf Ifaly Cifafag fa the sad- 
cta whie former hurdtor Huntail murt be fa waha chance after hie tfwd to CnJfae A 
hoop fart month HcmveA KALOORE. ridden by RbEpSctaUeld, another fanner chan- 
pm, has always locked eapoOe erf vanning a hunter-chase and was having «s first 
ran since W 7 when third at Great Trethew fast month 


c ml W1DCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
lu l F) £3,250 added 2m If Penalty Value £2,661 


65t DACOfT (USA) (IB) p & U Cared Hole) K Morgan 5 12 0- 


-ADofaUn 


5-1 IH&D HADQR (15^ (lbs 0 Upton) J Upem 51 E BGrallanO) 

SBO LAHWf (USA) (18) (Hdurd Green PafiKhgi) U ffae 4 11 5 APHcCoy 

000212 PABLO'S .ET (76) (CJ (Wywm Ranng P Fjnal fl 11 0 JtWdgfaB) 

MU JALB (F13 (FanBy And Rnnrh) P Ui*ihy 6 to W HRmwil 

F8*-4 MR LBTOI (19) (H A Gorfa) Vtoi A PwroU 6 Ca JlTBontan 

POO MY LOST LOVE gD) (A Hd fa gsworft) A Hotngraartti 4 0 5 MrCR WW{7) 

OPOF FRAME OF MWD (FR) (19) Soortetock) FJadan4 1)0 _..SDun«*B 

OOR» DANKAJEpS) (M Jamesl J M&adey5TI0 SWyme 


3.10 


ORCHARD RESTAURANT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6,500 added 2m 3f Penalty Value £4,577 

1.1231 LAFSlO (4) (D) (Trafag Thcra^tsers LM) P Pfahofafi C Q JTtaanf 

40P-Q AWBUBhO (23) (Mis J A Cohanj 5 Swwxxl 7 ri B. — - GBtwfley 

UJP53 HWffS OF DAWN p^lWddWamPatk Rating XWDJUpsm Tit 2 JSvfifit 

P&P POLDWT (B7J (Graham HcfHnfc)GrahanRchar«feSH2 MGrfBBaB) 


A -I n'l march selling hurdle (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 
H,IU I If Penalty Value £1,461 

1 61 M* WSTBnYQ0QSrKX(68)(0)(C JS C8 Clsffanl JSoeanse 11 9_.RThonSor 

2 F5CK51 TRUEVtSKMN{S)(RH3(ttn)Mnpe5Tf4 A P McCoy 

3 CKWJO MUHAS5R. (24) (R VY Mfapctel K Mtsgan B Tl 2 A Detain 

4 00= WICKED GAAE (6) (Mas E J JonasJ B UewEtyn 5 h 2 Wcheel Braonen 

5 E0®53 ALLIANCE (4fi)(D) (P Wfagmam) ? Ytairen 4 11 1 DMdfliemV 

6 M WILLET WITCH (7S) (0 Ste^iena) Ites V *tfreBfi t) — _Mlaa vasphens 

7 CANDY TW (F112) (Carffiss d Tyrom) Lmd Tyrcne 4 tl 3 RWktarfS) 

9 FRANCESCAS F0L1Y (FB8) (Breners Arms) C Ripharn 4 * 3 — ...0 McPhal (5) 8 

-atatiamt- 

BETT1NG: Due Vaian, 6-1 Huhassl. 7-T Franceaa'a IfoBy, B-t Aflegiarice, Mbter Waodrtfck. 
20-1 Caidy IMA 33-1 Wicked Game, Sfr-1 Wfflol Witch 
1999' Marawang 5 tt 2 T J Murphy 7-4 fair (P fetatyfiran 

FORM GUIDE 

Water WoodaUcfe Won at Keteo (2m. good to firm) fast season and sold far ofiy ISOOgna 
fajuia first nnfer John Speamg; w* be fwd town with fa aaiers wrti hb panalty 
True Vision! Mads al and left wd dear three out when wiring by 19 lengths at Ex- 
etar (2ml( soft) fast week. Senior tactics look fcely to pay off h ttB bwfy event 
MUhHSil: Fa* 1 marten when laa raced an Flat fa 1997. Yht to stxxw much abfty owr 
tardfas ndudng salers. and gnre9 tha Impression ha does not stay 3m 
Wicked Gane: Tiled oh boh outngs n ah R» races, Fal 2nd on huting debut at 
Eaetar ptmtseft) tea week and looks an utiftriy prospect 
Aliag^ancK Won seffing lude at Mariiot Raaen (2m1t good) in September. Sold out 
ot Graftar nMeCourt s yard far only 50Qgra fa Novarrtogr aid said to suffer (ran bnwth- 

Vffllet Wttch: "Med off bexh outfagsfa f#H Rairacea faefadfag when last of G (beat- 
en over bo lengths) to Crack Shot here (2mil good to soft) fa December 


UMmura tvetyt ItW. Tme tmUcap adgns: frame Of Mhd 9st 9fa; Dankate flat 9b, 

BETTING! M WW Hadeet 100-30 Daeon, 4-1 Lafbb, 5-1 Mr Leroi, 7-1 ffablo'a Jet a-i jrtb. 1$- 
1 Frame Ot Mnd, 33-1 tfankm, 40-1 Hy Lort Leva 
1996. Dragoi King 8 « 12 B Fount 7-1 (C Btvwsl) 13 rat 

FORM GUIDE 

Dacotoa^owmartof SrUchael Stouta Fouto tes grouid condtiora ideal when 
mnnfag S Mrssetxjrgh (2m, firm) fastttne and looks vUnerabie on this softer going 
WRd Hedaer Showed much reproved farm fast tfaw whan winning a novice hutto at 
CadBnek pn. soft) on hb fira orta^j tor U month*. Hee a twuntl chance of blowing 

L^toln Stepped iB to 2'^m at Huntingdon (gnd to soft) fast im when 88i to Bertn 
Hue Has gvun the impression he needs farther lhan Ws and ahaip track agafart him 
Sting tola winner hare gma, good) In Decenter and aid to TteSkyper 
faaraar event here (3m, good to aoft) fast tree Looks outofassad 

vto twice on the Fta fast season. Caught the a/a A Ke»*toton (2m5t soft) when 
spyi ng or i to fin asti -am to Magic Comb tn a fa i in Jamary but tMatripbota too start 
ta Lan* rprared on last seearafe fami on first nn for new yard whan 4#i to Msconduct 
on firs run fa hanticap at fiafaestone pnit good to attft) fa February. Chance off hfa 
low wtaght 

II^^Uh«:Placad<«»(3rdtf5ta4outingsaittafW fart ywetr Marti Jtostone. 
tafttfle sign of abfty fa g novice hudtes and lira nin n a handcap 
Franw Ot Iffiiw; i n touch when fal 5th on handcap debut at FoUwtone (2mU good 
®»t) bat month Twice a wtmer on the Fbl fa Franca but has shown ttle over hunfcs 
uwwia: Locks shmdBtjnrna and has laded 3 txn on fart 2 txjfings to novice rtwrfag 
raraea FirstrvfiiiahafxicaparxIwfneedtoliTproraonwhafttehfissherensofar 
\^D1CT: This gcxrigwt be cxxipirtafytJflBrBrt to tta fart suriatredirt enabled De- 
CumajkK n^r the ftrteh a tAfisktourgh tert mtn9i. He prctetty 
cn^iwt stays ran mies and may not be able to gfw 20to to UR LSWf. Although 
oeaen 22 !an d a half lengths whan faunti on Ns reappearance last reanth ha ia prob- 
ably capaue of better than he has shewn so tar and looks on a haxtymflrtt 


SATURDAY’S RACING RESULTS 


SANDOWN 
Going: Soft 

1.50: 1. GALE TOI (MaforO BIwood) 13-8 
tew: 2. Kfareat "M; 3- Desert Cahn IB-1 

7 ifln, 27, 3. Tbte: £290: £160. £160 DF: 
£290 CSF: £462. NR: Extra Stout 
225: 1 . PROVINCE (Major O Elwood) EM 
fair, 2. Studio Thirty 7-t; 3. Flat Top 13-2 

8 ran. 1'/,, & [C Mann. LamboumL Tata: 
£260: £130 £180 £250. DF: £760 CSF: 
£16.18. Tncast £7311 NR: Bungee Jumper 
2-55: 1. NATIVE CHARM (JA McCarthy) 
evens tor. 2 Baflad Iflnetraf 13-8; 3. 
canon Beat 13-2. 4 ran. 12, 7. Tate: £200 
DF: £170 CSF: £262. 

3L30: 1. LORDSERNIEBOUFFANT (P 
We) 8-1: 2. Strum Of GaU 1S-1 ; 3. Count 
CernpionlSi 11 ran. 4-1 f» Back On The 
Lash. V/,, 7.y Ottoid. FMonv. TWet £840-, 
£180 £350 £2.10 DF: E073O CSF: EWE. 
TMcast £64452. NFL GcJder. 

4.05: 1. REGENCY RAKE (A MagUre) 
7-1; 2. Coullhaid 7-1 ; 3. Dr Jazz 2-1 lev. 
flren. Sht-hd. 1 7< (A L T Moor* Naas, Co 
Kfldare). Tbte: £730; £180 £240 £WO DF: 
£3530 CSF: £513*. Tricast SM23M. Trttacta: 
£25300 NRx Road Racer, S» Talbot. Tme 
For Actkm 

AMi t. NATIVE PLAYER (P We) 9-2; 2. 
Sharp Command n-a 3. Mountain Rath 
Mtat9rai.H4E Tbte: £630; £180 
£190 cun DF: £B,10 CSF: EZ77S. Trtcast 
£6355. 

5.15: 1. DUSK DUEL (M A Fitzgerald} 45 
lav; 2. Roeco 14-1:3. King Wizard 9-1 18 
ran. 3Vi, 5 Tbt* £2.10; £130 £270 
DF: £1060 CSF: CM50 Wts: RSw Gold. 
Speca 

Jackpot: cc^oaia 

Ptecepob £2450 Quadpot £1740 

Ptaoe 6: £2321 Ptaca 5s ET857 


CHEPSTOW 
Gtxng: Soft (Heavy in piacas) 

150: 1. JUST NIP (M Batrtwtor) 9-t few: 
2 Cottstown 0oy 11-2; 3. Dangerous 
Gueat 6-1 7 ran. 25 3 Wk £300: £120, 
£230 DF: £230 CSF: £l2.H 
150: 1. QTTOWA (J Ttaard) T1-2; 2- See 
Enough 7-1; 2 Satt By The Stare B-n tav. 

5 ran. 17. 2S. Tbte: £370; ey/vj p an n DF 1 

C1250 CSF: £3153 NR: Befanonl Kfag. 
2A0: 1 . BACCHANAL (M A Fitzgerald) 5-4 

n fav: 2 Devoskf 54 jt fay; 3. L«K«k 6-1 

4 ran. 23, a Tbte: ElBQ DF: £140 CSF: 
E2SI r*b Afaosaam. 

^ 1. INTOE BUJOO (R VWdger) 84 fw; 
3. Blue Charm 4-1; 3 Storm Damage 3- 

62501 ew> ‘ E2 - ?Q DP: 

C550 CSF: £728. 

WS.M^GAROLSA (M A FlbgeroJcf) 4-tt 
3- Gone Ballte. 
l ? n - 7. 6. Tote; £t«; £tiO £300 

£150 DF; £320 CSF: C&S3 

WO: 1. IRBEE |J Tfazanl) S-T3 fay; a. 

Nathre nfog 7-2; 3 Romancer 9-2. 5 mn. 

^ tao - DF; S2XL 

i'aHSuSSF. '5*' ** z "** WW0: 

J. um owrtd 10-3 8 ran, tav Sadlers 

Sn&sSc 

SSSSSR 


320: 1. BRIGHT DESTINY (R McGrath) 5- 
2; 2, Batter Tirowi Ahead 7-4 3 ran. 8-4 
tav Motor Bel (unseated rider), a Tote: 
£350 DF; £180 CSF' £595 
355: 1. GOSPEL SONG (N HotTOCta) 
11 -2; 2. Exalted 13-2; 3 Executive Design 

8- 1 8 ran. 3-1 tar Maryfc Ftootags (4ih) Vfc. 
V*. TWa: EB80; £150 £240 £250 OF: 
£2390 CSF: £35.12 hteact C2S1BL 
450: 1. FRS DE CRESSON IB Rowel) 6-1; 
2. Bangafanrmy 3-i tav; 3- M o n l r a ve 4-i 
6 ran. 13 4 Total CS.70: £250 CtBQ OF. 
£1270 CSF: £2077. Tncart: £6332. NRk 
C tedy Boy. C orator Joker. 

505: 1. GROUSE HAU. (J Caflaghan) 

9- 2; 2. Lord Sandrovttch 6-4 tav. 3 Juat 
Tbm 7-2 5 raa 2 4. Tbte: £730. £210, £231 
DF: £410 CSF: £9197. NR: Select Eqmme 
Ptacepot £26990 Ouadpot £5360 
Place ft £MSMa Place Si C584a 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Going: Standard 

1^0: 1. STATISTICIAN (M Fenton) 13-2 
2. Gemock VaHoy 9-2 fav; 3 Lhre Projec 
9-1 1Zran.Hd.lV* Th»r.£63Qn80.«3a 
£460 Dual Forecast £1340 Compute 
straight Forecast: £3253 Tncast: £3W« 
2.10: 1. 6EVTTY (Martin Dwyer) 4-1; 2 
Rouge 6-4 tw; 2. Forty Forte 6-1 10 ran 
3 a Tbte: £550: CtBQ EUO E2XXL DF: E33 
CSF: £9T7. 

340: 1. PIPS SONG (J Quinn) 14-i; 2 
Ocker S-1; 3 Night Right 2S-1 13 ran. 5 
2 fav Magic Rainbow (4th). 1V-. r*. Tbte 
£1730; £310 £230 ESW. DF: E47JO CSF 
£7071 Tricaac £162607. 

31K1. YAKAREEM (J late) 14-1 ; 2 WMT 
A-Wnuie 11-10 tav: a Chine Castle 7-2 
7 ran. IV*, 1 Tbte: £1950: £630 £120. DP 
£2250 CSF; £2773 

350: 1 . MUTABARI I J Qfarte) 9-2 2. Kw 
Altaea 5-1; 3 Step On Degas «-t I2rm 
3-1 fav ApprCQcrviUa >/«. y/.. Tot* £690; 

ci8Q. etso cam. df ; £2730 csf: asst. 

Incest: £30372 

AJSS: 1. CAPTAIN SCOTT (J Fortune) 
tt-2; 2 WeMDe 15-2: 3 Nomora Mr 
Nfceguy5-1 fav.13ran.2nk. TbteCTSO; 
£230 £230 £200 DF: E4080 CSF. £S1M 
Trtcast: £28180 

SJIO: 1. AVONDALE GIRL (F Lynch) evens 
tav: 3 Keen Hand* KM; 3 Legal Ventura 
«-l 13 raa 2'/., 'h TW k £220; £130 1330 
C2.7U DF: ttS2Q CSF: EQ03. 

330; 1. FAR CRY (G DuffieW) 94: 2. Sad- 
oat 11-2; 3 Derga 54 tav 8 ran. IV., 1'.* 
TWe: £450 £170 ElSO £tH DF; £640 CSf 
CB26 Tncn3t £2033 
Ttacepoc £8350 Ouadpot £3480 
8: Ctawa ptaca S: E4S36. 

■ Bartiola proved too strong for 
Borgia in the lm2f Group 
Three Prix Exbury, the first - 
European Pattern race of the 
season, at Saint-Cloud on Sat- 
urday Borgia bdd on to second 
from Jim And Tonic, with 
Britain’s Dark Moondaaces 
two lengths away in fourth. , 


AYR 


Gwig-.Soti 

2.13: 1. HIKE STAN (ft Suppta) a-Tf t ~- 
Rubicon 20- f; 3 Artmmul 

8SBr«« 
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Lara takes 
charge of 
the revival 


BRIAN LARA ted a suited West 
Indies revival yesterday with 
bis first century m 15 Tests. He 
steered the home team from its 
perilous overnight position of 37 
for 4 to 227 without farther loss 
at tea on the second day of the 
second Test against Australia 
in Kingston. Lara, rmhp«fa»n 
on 113, which included 16 fours 
and A six, was ably supported 
by Jimmy Adams, his fellow 
left-hander, 46 not out 

Wist Indies are chasing 256, 
posted by Australia on the 
opening day Lara, res uming nn 
seven, went to the ftmch break 
„ unbeaten on 44. He and Adams 
-added 50 in 82 minntes after the 
*' jightwatcbrnan Pedro Coffins 


CRICKET 


By Craig Cozier 

in Port of Spain 

Australia 256 
West Indies 2 27-4 

was forced to retire hurt after 
being hit where it really harts 

by a delivery from fast bowler 
Jason Gillespie. 

That was the only setback for 
the West Indies during the two 
two-hour sessions. Collins, a 
Barbadian in only his second 
Test, was hit on the protective 
box by an ofTcntter from the 
fast bowler The blow flowed 
Collins, and after several 


minutes treatment he left the 
field. Collins hit two straight- 
driven boundaries off Gillespie 
in taking his overnight one to 
10. He and Lara had put on 22. 

Adams joined Lara at the 
crease and the two most expe- 
rienced batsmen in side saw 


S Africans in 
record stand 


HERSCHELLE GIBBS and 
Jacques Kallis put on a record 
unbeaten second-wicket stand 
of 315 as South Africa estab- 
lished a lead of 274 to take into 
the final day ofthe second Test 
against New Zealand. 

Gibbs finished the fourth 
day on 211 wife Kallis keeping 
Aim company on 148 as the 
Jurists advanced their first 
innings total to 442 for 1 in reply 
to the Kiwis' 168. Tins total 
should be enough to allow the 
South Africans to declare on 
their overnight score and have 
a day to bowl out the hosts for 
a second time in a match they 
have do mina ted despite the 
time lost to the weather 

Although it was an admirable 
batting display by Gibbs and 
Kallis, the duo ctewdled at a run 
rate of 2.7 runs anover through 
the innings despite the strength 
of their team's position. South 
African ca ptain Hansie Cronje 
preferred to bat through the 
afternoon ^essitei rather than 
declare as mostpeople had ex- 
pected ' r : 

v,Crmije will be without fast 
l^jrier Allan Donald, who is suf- 
fering from strained stomach 
muscles, for the New Zealand 
innings and he may have left 
himself insufficient time to bowl 
out the hosts on the good bat- 
ting wicket. 

Gibbs’ previous top score in 
12 Ttests was 54 Like DaiyflCul- 


B? jeremy Goldman 
in Christchurch 

New Zealand 168 

South Africa 442 for 1 

hnan’s 275 in the dr awn first 
Test, it was an inning s of fine 
concentration. He batted 10 
and a half hours, faced 468 balls 
and hit 2S fours and three sbcesi. 

Ranis’ century was also his 
highest Test score and his 
fourth Ttest hundred He batted 
for over seven hours, faced 340 
balls and hit 17 fours and one 
six Their partnership was the 
highest for the second wicket by 
South Africa, beating Kallis’ 
own record of 238 with Gary 
Kirsten against England in 
Manchester last year, 

Despite their dominance 
over the attack both Kaffig and 
Gibbs appeared anty able to hat 
at one pace when, especially 
after the rain in te r r up tions, it 
appeared that South Africa 
needed to «core -their runs 
more rapidly. 

Fourth day: New Zealand wen the toss 

NEW ZEALAND - Hr* Magi 168 
SOUTH AFMCA- Hr* borings 

(OwerrtghC 247-1) 

G Kirsten c Asde b Vcttort 65 

H H GSX» not out — 211 

J H KXfc nor out -US 

Eseras (12R> 6fib) 18 

1MM (for 1 , 1 « own) M2 

IWh 1-127. 

■*» toe DJ CUInan. -WJ Create. 1 N Rhodes. 

S M RjtiocJc. tU V Bcwcher. L Nusena; A 
A Donald. P R Adams. 

Boarifcw: Doufl 25.5-9-48-0 (Inb): Alton 
48-1 1-109-0 (2nb); Nash 22-5-46-0 
(2nb); Astte 1 8.1-2-76-0 flnbl: Vector) 24- 
6-78-1 : Stead 1 -0-1-0; Hams 28-9-77-a 


Glenn McGrath, who had 
proven so destructive late cm 
Saturday afternoon. 

The duo also had tittle diffi- 
culty in negotiating the leg- 
spin tandem of Shane Warne 
and Stuart MacGffi. Lara was 
a study of amcentraticn and de- 
termination before lunch, but 
he began to blossom daring the 

afternoon session. 

lie 29-year-old Trinidadian 

stroked boundaries to all parts 
of the ground as he raced to 
three figures. The dual world 
record-holder had not scored a 
century in 27 innings before 
yesterday His last century was 
in June 1997 against Sri Lanka 
in St Vincent 

On Saturday McGrath and 
Gillespie had left West Indies 
reefing again after a four wicket 
new-ball burst McGrath seized 
three wickets and Gillespie 
took the other as West Indies 
slumped to 37 for 4. At that 
stage Australia’s total, of which 
Steve Waugh, the captain, 
made exactly 100, looked a 
healthy one. 

McGrath bowled the opener 
Sherwin Campbell for 12 as he 
aimed an amhitinaw; d rive , had 
the debutant Lincoln Roberts 
was caught off the top of his 
glove for nought, and removed 
Dave Joseph (14) when the 
batsman sliceda slower ball to 
point 

That gave McGrath 3 for 28 
from his opening spell while 
Gillespie had the other opener; 
Sung Ragoonath, lbw for a 
duck pushing forward, tearing 
Lara to guide his team to a com- 
petitive total, something he (fid 
with aplomb. 

Second day, Australia won toss 

flUSnwuA- Rise Innings 
256 (S r Waugh 1 00. M e Waugh 67: C ' 
-A-Wtalsh 4-55, p- • 

WEST INDIES - Hrat barings 

S L Campbell b McGrath -.12 

S Ragoonath lbw b GlHesple 0 

LA Roberts c Mterne b McGrath 0 

*B C Lara not out.-- 1 13 

D R E Joseph c Bfewect b McGrath _ 1 4 

PT Collins retired hurt 10 

i C Adams not our 46 

Eaerao [b8. lb 8. nb 16] 32 

food (tar 4, 69 OMisj 227 

FWfc 1-4 2-5 3-17 4-34. 
tobae tRD Jacobs. NO rtsry, C E L Am- 
brose. CA Watth. 

Bowflw McGrath 19-8-46-3: Gillespie 
20-4-5CM: VUbme 13-4-43-0; MacGill 
1 1-2-44-0: BJewett 4-0-15-0:41 E Wfaugh 
2-0-13-0. 

ihaptrwE S R Budoior [Wl) and P Willey 
[Eng). 


Stratford 

HYPERION 

130 CALDAMUS (nap) 2J20 Jocks Cross 
SL50 Rusk 3.20 Monicas man (nb) 3-50 The 
Brewmaater 430 King Of Clare 4J>0 Linfyan 

(WHIGS Hoary ~~ 

■ UM-band cotna wWi 200 yd nn-la 

■ Course hSWof Sbatfbrd-on- Auonon M3SL Stratford station 
vn. ADMISSION: Club EH; Tattersals £10; Couso £4. Acconv 
hanted under- 18s free. CAR PARK: £2, remainder fro* 
'^jEADftlG TRAlNStS: H Ptf» 29- US (252%), D Nfchoteon *-56 
ftti%VP Hobbs I960 ra7*l K Bailey t2HU1 fS7%l 
HLEADMG JOCKEYS: AP McCoy 34- W p3W4 R Johnson 83-n8 
035%]. A MagoSe 17-88 (258%), N WHwnson 17-91 (B7%1 

■ RWOUWTES: 181 -481 (372%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TBIE: Edmond (320^ 

LONG MSnilceUtMmERS: Josamoric & Our Mwi Demis 
(*50) rtwa bom awH mantes. 

|l eni START FESTIVAL AT STRATFORD NOV- 
LL!rzi ICE HURDLE (D) £5J)00 2m Gf 110yds 

1 653S CMIIMU8(U>MisKJdks 711 B Mr R FwiWd (5) 

2 MIBB ASIDE WE SCA(M)'R Od*i7 TJ 2 XAbpwufS) 

3 TOM BAUymBRAGCET pi) N Heston-Dwies 8 11 2 .C UsMlyo 

I BOW! BROIHEfl NERO [KZ) (11) A Hcbbl 7 11 2_. _GwLwd«{3) 
5 ■€BOaOBe8mmD«Hta71l2 HBstrniy 

e MBPS LFTTYWC (FT1} (<1) | Wfcnn 5 11 2 Gltmnsy B 

r 04M0 TH1 ineiE ( 2 D) J K Crasgwla fl 2 JlFtaiM 

B 5803) N1SUMI (13} MsNMuMyS till EHwbsndV 

B 003S6 HVD9HUA n Mrs TPBangbnB flit N MMsid (7) 

-BfMmd- 

BEniNa:MCaMHH4 7-SABawf^«-1BMI)iieto8BBsL11«LM- 
W*sk, 1S-1 Hydnla, 18-1 Aside Tbs Se^ 25-1 BMsfessi, 33-1 ethers 


. FORM VERDICT 

It mAl be worth notno any market mow fcrBwnkaai on Ifeftst 
IU1 lor David VWrth beg the bomb nidi tam Is uwapkirg to say 
the least and Kh «mrih with CALDAMUS, whose recent 

SedgataJd win was gained on good ground, but srfio hod asriw 
nn credtsbly nra mud at FtammL 

[W W ft] RACECOURSE VIDEO NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6,000 lidded 2m 4f 

1 6511 JOCKS CflOSS (21) (D) MtaVHBsuo 811 B-JlWBrasnn 

2 7SAW MIH5QmiW(n)1«fcEJc<recrB112.JRK«wiw9s 

3 R33PP- OCTY 0RCH1P p alJ J R H 0MS P Tl 2 JKrPIWy 

BETTNG: 1-14 Jock# CRMS, 8-1 Chany Oicttd, 33-1 Anns Display 

FORM VERDICT 

A 0ft Mr JOCKS CROSS, who wi have to do more M homethan 
wfl bo reepired agdnffl tf»n two no^opws. 

)n c n ) FOXHUNTER AT SNITTERRELD SELL- 
^^■ OU l ING HURDLE (G) £4,000 2m 3f 

1 EP32F RUSKQQ) (BQJAIenB II 8 JCAhpumft 

2 P2DC1 SHAR8ADNN0 pD) J K mca 5 n 8 D J BurcheS 

3 3B3P8 B*LI*CfW-P1*iCSS{t2}(^0ifcCBtl6'n 

4 MO BIG BANG fWI) Mb CObioo 5 d 2 CBWib 

5 OOPU BTTOFKUWAtf {NQ (3 GMcCoutBU 2 HOfwrp) 

B C640B RURRNNISH(72) WC»4r5T1 2 ,a tbnney 

7 03 SMMFOHDHJU.PJMBPB4U7 PJotason 

B 3323 BSaftJDA TRIANGLE (2fl) U HayneS 4 13 2_.1l Cornrty (7) 

8 KAJ OnCC KATE (USA) (TO) J Slum 4 U 2 — Gay Lyons 

-Bdedsisd- 

BEmNG: 1M BwmwM THangfc. W SMSdord 74 Radi, M Shar- 

fasdarid, 114 BNnwnt Prtaow*, 33-1 ottun 

FORM VERDICT 

SHARSADARlDhssnatsneounlarBdomuidassoflatllaBbe- 
fnrn bui W is nol » aw he soft hands it and It may pay todde 

>*n. He tjHad m rara * UOeu W* 

who sM held every chsnca at Hie in# M wo (Wtbifl mat turn- 
bto m^r ban Wt to msilc and he w passed ws W» ttna 



Pakistan's Whsim Akram (Mt) celebrates his Test hat-trick record yesterday Reuters 

Wasim’s hat-trick heroics 


WASEtf akram yesterday be- 
came the first bowler to daim 
hat-tricks in two consecutive 
Tests as Pakistan took a firm 
grip on the Asian Test final on 
the third day in Dhaka. 

The Pakistan captain's feat 
came after double centuries fay 
jjaz Ahmed and Ihzamam-ul 
Haq had left Sri Tanka on the 
brink of defeat {jaz made 211 
andlnzamaman unbeaten 200 
as Pakistan piled up 594. 

Wasim then created a sen- 
satkn as Sri Lanfca. needing 364 
to avoid an innings defeat, 
slipped to 9 for 3 in 13 bails. 

The left-arm festbowtei; who 
achieved the feat in last week’s 
Lahore Test against Sri Lanka, 
had Avishka Gunawardena 
caught at slip off his fifth ball 
and shattered Cham'mda Vaas' 
stumps off the next After an 
over from Shoaib Akhtar at the 


Sri Lanka 231 & 9 for 3 
Pakistan 594 

other end, Wasim had Mahela 
Jayawardena caught wife his 
first ball of the next oven The 
umpires then called off play for 
the day. 

Tt was quite unbelievable,” 
said Wasim, who took his tally 
to 378 Test wickets and joined 
the queue with West Indian 
Courtney Walsh (404) to break 
Ihcfiaii Kapil Dev’s record of 434. 

*T think Walsh will get there 
and I hope I can. TVro hat-tricks 
in as many matches is some- 
thing I never dreamt of, text it 
gives me the confidence to 
reach the summit My immedi- 
ate task however is to win the 
Aslan final. 

The hat-trick overshadowed 
masterly batting by Ijaz and In- 
zamam, who hit career-best 


scores on the slow pitch at the 

Rangahan rihn National stadium 

7WW doy: Sri Lanka non the toss 
sm LANKA -Hist tunings 23T (PADe 
SUM 72: Anted Khan S-3&T 

PARISIAN - Rnt hnlnss 
(Overnight: 299-2) 

Qu Ahmed a THefceramebOiandana-.Ji 1 

tnomarfi-uWHaq not out _..2DO 

ttousunibhana c sub b Qwndana 19 

5haHd Afridi c and b Oundana .-21 

-Iteskn Akram c Vtv*s b Chardana J 

iMoin Khanc SafeeM b Arnold..- 10 

S lain Mastwaq tun oat — 4 

iad Khan e Tilleheratne b Oiandana .. J 
Shoaib Akhtar st Ullek'me b Oiandana -.4 

Eattes (fef 4 nb8 bl 3] 35 

’total (aH one, 184^ .. —— 594 

fmU {com): 3-483, 4-515. 5-518. 6-534, 
7-542. 8-555.9-560. 

Bowling: vaas 32-A-101-0 (nb-3); Wlckre- 
maslrwtie 20-4-53-0 (nb-1): Sa|eewa 25 4- 
3-75-1 (nb4): Ctendana 47.4-8.179-6; 
Aravtnda 12-0-44-0: Arnold 37^-6-80-2: 
Mahela 10-1-35-0. 

SRI LANKA - Second hwfag. 

R P Arnold not out. — - A 

A Gunawantou c AMS b Wasim -.0 

WPUjCUusbMbsim 0 . 

0 P M Jayawardene c ViftsU b Wasim 1 ! 

Extras.- „_.0 

Anal (Bor 3. 2.1 om| 9 

Mt 1-5. 2-5. 3-9 

Bowling (to dace): Wasim Akram 11-0- 
5-3. Shoaib Akhtar 1-0-4-0. 
Tbbac-PADe5ta.MSAt»*iu.tHPTBek. 
emme. R S Kahwaidurate G P HWaonasnshe. 

U D U Chandana. S K L De SBva. 
itayikcK DGowle(NZ) and D Shepherd (Eng). 


lo oh I TOTE CHASE (CLASS C) £10,000 
added 3m 

1 PP3B4 NNAN TRACKBI (BT) H Lot 9 12 0 -.CUaodv 

2 1-103 EDMOND (HQ (23) (P) H Daly 7 11 0 .JJflhraonB 

3 035231 ROWlDWOOD (15) (D) D HutfWTD 07 GCHtar 

4 3C1P1 MOMCASMAN (29 (□) G UeCtUt B D 3 EHnabMd 

-«dactand- 

BET IMG: 158 Roaxtaood, M Edmond, M ll nrinasn i an . 51 hdn 
Tractor 

FORM VERDICT 

An Haruftag Btto (oiKfc^i ROUNDWDOD has comptod a firm 
nn at torn in corppattvs hondcapc Ms WWar and can mate a 
a good atari to the imk lor Itetish. but both Edmrxid and Mao- 
Icasawi hm pamnlto if getOng B right 

|q eril RACING CHANNEL THIRD DEGREE 1 
H’CAP HURDLE (Q) £6,500 2m 110yds 

1 2CS32 VmerS U® {ZiqfP) D BucMSIin UJBnehal 

2 lftSV THE BKBMA5IB1 (IS) (D) 1 Wfcsns 7 B 12 Gloomy 

3 2TQ31 MWVSLIANO (USA) (30) (Q) K ttlQBn 6 fl 9 ASSnRh 

-Sdadarad- 

BEmiffi; 11-10 Hartgtano, 2-1 Th« BawnaabB. 11-4 Waslay"* Lad 

FORM VERDICT 

WSlilWTaaidlelylDbeagdristTIwBraiMnaatBr.thismqrm- 
aobo into a duel baowon Waofay’B Lad and MARIGLIAHO. The 
tattataloiid taM Ihe ran aat i« tar ton and hia ton of faai could 
prate dscwvGL An aaqr Bn b kM fbr Nm 

fXo?n CREDIT CALL NOVICE HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £3,000 added 3m 

1 43-P21 TOUCAPPtGH (U9 (P) Ms 5 WM B V B — Ifr C Guntao (7) 

2 -PSIFF OUBTHI CASIIE p) (D) FIMhemK B3 JbDShadocfcp) 

3 iCW* RJMOUS AVBIGBJ (37) BL«yll123 UrLLayn 

4 P32PP- JOUyJ4CK(2BB)(D)SUJ*fcai23 MrRBwtai^ 

5 P/fifiP- KATBAUJ3U (3KP) P Carrier U12 3 -Mr P Cnraar (7) B 

6 25-BF IQMG OF CLARE (17) (D) D Uiphy 7 C 3 — Mr A Matin (H 


PLUMPTON 

H . HYPERION 

2- M dohnston’s Art i30 Kingdom Of Shades 

3- °0 Whtrtawtilta 330 Summer Flower *00 

No Matter 430 Westerlandtt Queen 5.00 
BtofoOfOak , , 

^^Ne.Soii 

^l-Bfl-tiand. untieing -course w8h sharp b*nd& 7Hc»y down- 
w toman hack artgrt. rt ajoytte. 

"”**** * AZJ8 S of HnywortH Htodhi Pbmpton steiofl 
ADMB8KW: £14 Tktaraato CO(OaPb 

IOW» CAN PARK; MtmborB C5, raptfroa 
M PJp*3l-66 (45 J JtnWni 14-78 
WO (ZtPft R Ron -OM (Mlft 

LB 2 *** OJWMhw VMS (itWl J R Kranagh 
»68 097%), • 

’ 9,: ' ,88 

WOT THtt! Non 


(2SO| WIVELSRELD ‘NATIONAL HUNT 
1 V-— J NOWCE HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m 4f 

I ^0 j®^WBf«U.p?)C|lBm7'n5 juagaa 

« M J , ^te« HWWn4)l>baZPtoK«7BgJtonU^ 
S BPoaae 

■ £ 


FORM VERDICT [X30 

HOU3QRN HILL b ftaonB to baB on Ifaaai far tarn aid is worth — ' 

^tohm dancbdaN^»«^ rtn *^”B4«eV™ 1 2-PWB T 

Jotoawfi Aitdoearfl look any flnwl shalffle^ ta an d reads 2 
to ham mom confidante In Ha Jumping, fautGuBhlaQuyiwntoU 3 A0T63 C 

quUiMraen^ 4 502014 I 

5 02QS0 I 

lO B ftl PLUMPTON 25JXJ0 BONUS NOVICE a fwp- b 

*- a rJ CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 2m 5f - 

1 M34>1 DBS«BSWil(1B5)RI«p69Vt? A Ttefrtcn 

i «E2 KMOOM 0FSH4DE W IfaVWfafll 9 11 BEIUNSIt 

3 «455 J0KBIJMatpflR0tBn1*'n3 Mf Kr BBy iO ln. T n.l Sif 

4 Naur MAC POP ) 00 ®* 0 9 11 8 WNaalon 

-Bdadond- 

BET7WQ: 8-13 BrigdomWSlmdBa, 156 KeBy Waft MDMpFhnwi. Had ID or 

FORM VERDICT 

tttodom Of Stmdto la scnrnaObctoron official nBaigamidB ftn | 

gureastattaourha. Hcawwr, tehashafaune laaiyhadfacM 4*00 

on soft pound Waawacn, betod Btornhanqa^hara tn-to i- 

uayand*uflfltett«*i<topto tohg toadBofatHnConsB. , Ptoeefi 

quB^ttCOL^tewcrtitfiBnci^KaijrMAC.i«»H)™s‘rah 2 k3P1 B 
■1 Worn sWto and naishb befit races tare. 3 P3P3F6 F 

* BfflSS 

rSTwCl WEATHERBYS TT SERVICES NOVICE 5 
1 3 - 0P J HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m If 

1 MHHWMQSWMBBuddErBlia— fte&tSslIl 

2 P MOOR HVEB pi) to* K MaM 1 B 112--—-- -* BETTING: * 

3 3422-2 WWraAHMLE (282) (BF) toVMtoSS T ' m 18-1 Seal 

4 0 CASTLE WU.C2S)Ora*> 410 B MBMMltorg 

5 0«aOODOHDBBp)GLtow4na — PM* 

-S d ai d i wd - 

B6n8KfcMOW*torieft1MHa , *fl , ^ , totoHB,20-1lnGood 

OkIbl 33-1 Moon flhw toBdbsis 

FORM VERDICT ta towto 

Thaw notoa hadBs ar» often wry easy fAddngi and 

WHPBJWHBJ should wnthb on alloiuwritanTi. PH«9»w 


On UCKFIELD HANDICAP HURDLE 

■ JU I (CUSS F) £3,000 added 2m If 

1 2-P8BZ TBSUB OFLCS p) (CS) J AWiwtfl O D RDMWOody 

3 0BW2 8UMN0MtM)lfeaDHira7116 JFTMa* 

3 40183 DOCTORBWMOUS ( 1 «)flZ>aF)J Ra*n^ SU 2 -JM»bwB 

4 soam IUJiaKAITE(M) 0 Often GOV — - — MBMchatargg 

5 02B50 HUU1 FRANCHISE (fi^ (QJ) MsL Ja*el 6 BB — B Pornfil 
8 RW- RmiBW/WOp^mitoPllawta^tl WD™^—^ 

..Ha C Tbwaby (7) 

7 S3PIB CU MM m MWaHBIteZ[ta«ngCOJ08Mb«0) 
-7dodBrtd- 

too, 8-1 SOTne maw 12-1 tt* fnn*te. iCft4tehwrt 
FORM VERDICT 
Hadtoeguaiiiii wi«««mi 

taSURANOW'EtehrtobanABIimmtotfioufcMtanlwout 


nrnfti bolney handicap chase (class f) 
^■Uu gA.ooQ added an 5f 

1 PfflMfiCAWFRJMiaiJDO^flfl^ — JJJJ 

2 K3P1 iMALAURA(42) p3)| DOMbiSII 2—™-— " 

3 P3P3P6 RBU- QPBOWICE (47) "atomaOIV 

* «WSCCB6QBLfn||C0)J1««BttIl ABMtoBV 

5 QIBOf NO MATTER (13| HRw*8®0 LWp “ 

-5 ctactered- 


WtoHliweW tefitaneapaagnsTn-un™*- 

0feG*<9s!l2a.toto»-«f0» > 1 * yrt- 

BETTIHQ: 84 Ra||M Ana, 7-4 taw, 3-1 Ml Of »«*. * 1 *“ “*■ 
ML 16-1 SootoGM 

FORM VERDICT 

AwawwMdBsitoortyftaftnmiBaaBtfmBwfiOimfl specs™ 


7 P4ST/ MR miALL (B74f^ (D) Ms D Coatey C B 3 

WPC0B*y(7)B 

5 33B6- HDWAN|33lP)U3 5StotftC123 MrSttonM(7) 

8 LFPf SMMMLSHAKmTOnAPKngN1TV3_lfrKMaotoy<7) 

V POFW BOUWWAHMOB(TO) SKfchng9e3 lb N tool (7) 

n SI-11 TDMBOIA (IQ (9) Ms C Baby B V 3 . — ..ItaBMack 

6 P11P-P TWIJQHT TOU (WPl (0) L WBans tj 3 Jto k Prtca p) 

13 WP45 FCXJNDW0FRRE(MF9(D|je»Agh1l 1 E — lkKBkck(7) 
H USJBB HKALPWEUrpBJMsJFtogetotiaiieJIrAWWteWB 
B 6LP4-P THORNHtti p2P) PUadhanBii tt Hr A fttomao (7) 

-15 dodarad- 

UbTIIWa: S4Tbral»to, 11-4 T bacappub, 4-1 Kbig Of Cbm, 3-1 Ragal 
Anri, 14-1 IWBbN Tboi, 20-1 Ur Pfabafl, 33-1 rtham 

FORM VERDICT 

AttoittKratawKpraspacaatwinmguntalUwandttn I 
HgHy promising pakitar TOMBOLA has born found B&oh first op- 
portrty h hunteKhmea Foaastono mmerlbrncappogh 8 the 
Bcaiy one to bereft if (to fayoirito tab to etofiwc 

A Eft 1 RACING CHANNEL MAIDEN OPEN NH 
^• oy l FLAT RACE (H) £3,000 2m 110yds 

1 .WYTHE ONE (NZ) A Hobbs 5 11B JOabome 

2 P JQ6MUB3VC |B^ D OuiKpn S n B RJoboaon 

3 OUR MAN DSNS 0 Duggan 5 11 B NWBfamaon 

4 ROYAL YANKEE D Nkhctaon 5 n B -OJCaaay 

5 4 9 AND OP (83) MPb05H B CMaMte 

6 B TOM COB8U31 (1M N IMstanUaKS 5 n B C lI — » 

7 0 8ARRETT5T0WN (1R(BF) M Pipe 4 n 0 PCarfaany 

B 2 UHKAN(3qtoaV1Mbms4-nO Rtoteti 

-Bdactemd- 

BETTMG: 11-10 Llnlyan, 7-2 lorn Cobbtaft 94 S And O R Banattetow^ 
12-1 Royal Ttakaa. 33-1 ptbtn 

FORM VERDICT 

Eatoy ta pick of those «dfi eapartoioB to LM1YAN, who ran rw* 
ntw Tbwcaster md on hb debut B «■ teto a etaeant pertgnnrce 
WoMOlttanewconiwfisioimrtascokiushViaBasmtotytBsi- 
kKl condttona wflh Royal YbnkM dm most titaroadns of «w wx 


A~nn\ ‘CLAPPER’ CHALLENGE CUP HUNTER 
— JW I CHASE <H) £1,500 3m If 110yds 

1 -BfUl MYBESTMANflBP) MaTHICBO JUtaTHB (7) 

2 WH» 0BWDUBHmK , tokV«0 JbtorGW»tor{7> 

3 5U545- PWOCCtO(294) DOBran CEO. ICrNFM)r(3) 

4 3F1-RI SPRWBWflH BATH (9) G ftwm SGO MrTGtoay (3) 

5 BMHH WESTB8AND5QUE9l(Sn HMnan OR 9 

— BrAOwteaOonnm 

-Sttaotand- 

BEnMCb 8-13 My Bait Man, 3-1 MMartandB OtMB, 1 W Ptnocdo, 
12-1 Spriogtana RMb.50-1 «» ta Data 

FORM VERDICT 

WesmnANDSauEEfrBtMhuntaKhasaiuBtaaaaasansugi 
gast she b mora Hon capabla el tatog tfas. AMratMtftt tar wo 
niwinpoW-to-ponafito WM ori haue boon modambeftoria, but 
atabsB just prafarradn My Bad Man, bio wstcompfetoig ter 
BwfcMRteb taw OUflQtgM term o dientoTteoteiecent p oni- 
to-petet 

c nni RAY GOLDSTEIN HANDICAP HURDLE . 
1— (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 4f | 

1 0CK2I FOOWTAIN BD (7) R Own 7 11 HrNFUSyp) 

2 P0B32 AUGLETTliafTHPfiJICDJDOaianiiaa _MBarttoorR 

3 -021)4 HGH1MG HUES fl^ MmK Mari* 711 Z. VS&Xwy 

4 0B85J BLAZEOf OAKfn) PEcttesB OG_™MbsVRob#rttf7) 

5 3W54 BOWBaLSfn) JJoaajti4t)a JGoMabtan 

-Sdadamf- 

8 £mN6: 94 Btea 01 Oak, S-ZPawtataBH, 11-4 Augntt 1*^6111,13-2 
Bo* Bate, 7-1 flgtoig Tkwa 

• FORM VERDICT 

Sente toriyotpoesd types haa tu BLAZE OF OAK mb hpmadw 
M laatm ata ilnrly iMdra pbnty ot««y. Hab sFte b to hard 
to bM at twtawi 


Lucky breaks 
for Jimenez 


SPAIN’S DEFENDING champi- 
on, Migud Angel Jimenez, rode 
1 his luckyesterday to retain his 
Threspana Masters title fay four 
strokes. The 3o-yeaiM)ld, who 
honed his game on the Parador 
course here, twice pitched in 
from bunkers and had his ball 
stopped from going into the 
water by a spectator's legs in 
securing his fifth European 
Tbur title. 

Jimenez looked to be cruis- 
ing to victory after extending 
his five- shot overnight lead to 
seven by the sixth. But his out- 
of-bounds drive on foe seventh 
allowed foe field to dose in on 
him and then Jimenez needed 
some tuck to help him to the 
final round, five-under-par 67 
which took him to 24-under-por 
264. four better than young 
Briton Steve Webster. 

His victory carried lum to sec- 
ond on foe Ryder Cup table as 
Jimenez achieved foe first suc- 
cessful defence of a title for two 
years oo the European Tbur. 

In Coral Springs, Florida, 
PGA Tbur rookie Eric Booker 
defied the gusty conditions to 
hold on to a two-stroke lead 


By Phil Casey 

in Malaga 

after three rounds of the Honda 
Classic. 

After consecutive rounds in 
the 60s, Booker carded an even- 
par 72 for a W hole total of 203 
to lead feQow American Tbmn)y 
TsUes, who fired a 69. and Aus- 
tralian Bradley Hughes i70i. 

Reigning PGA Player of the 
Year Marie O'Meara, a Florida 

resident, was tied on 207 with 
Harrison Frazar, whose 66 was 
one of the best rounds of the 
day. 

Scotland's Colin Mont- 
gomerie carded a 72 to lie U 
shots off the pace while* Sandy 
Lyle was five strokes further 
adrift after a 76. 

Scotland's Catnona 
Matthew fired a seven-under- 
par 65 to leave her just three 
shots behind American pace- 
setter Dale ERgeting after 
three rounds of the LPGA 
Welch's Cirde K Championship 
in TUcson, Arizona. 

Scores, DigesL page S 


First title Cannock 
secured lead flood 
by Giants of goals 


BASKETBALL 


By Richard Taylor 

MANCHESTER GIANTS duty 
bagged their first trophy in the 
franchise’s history on Saturday 
night, but were hartQy out of the 
dressing-room before focusing 
on the next title in their sights. 

Sheffield Sharks and the 
Budweiser League crown are 
next in line, following Giants' 
predictable 90-69 win over de- 
pleted Derby Storm in the Uni- 
ball League Trophy final at the 
NEC, the biggest winning mar- 
gin in the event's history. 

Giants hold a four-point lead 
over the Sharks at the top of the 
league and face them at 
Sheffield Arena on Friday night 
in the first of two encounters 
over the last three weeks of the 
regular season. Victory on Fri- 
day and a win over London 
Ibwers on Saturday night could 
efinrh the title. 

Derby faced Giants without 
the injured Nick Donovan and 
suspended Rico Alderson and 
Yorick Williams, but stayed 
with them until the interval. 

Ronnie Baker; of Giants and 
England, set a three-point 
record for the final by hitting 
five. Derby’s Joel Burns scored 
20 and Nate Ranking 16 . Man- 
diester’s Tony Dorsey led all 
the scorers with 26 


HOCKEY 


By box. Colwill 

THERE WERE goals galore in 
the spring sunshine yesterday. 
Cannock, defending Premia 1 
champions and current leaders, 
topped the bill with a 13-3 win 
against East Grinstead. Bob 
Crutchley scoring four to take 
Ids season's total to 32. 

Along with Brooklands, 
Grinstead look doomed to the 
First Division next season, with 
Hounslow, seven points adrift of 
BourmiUe following their 3-1 
defeat at Thdcfington yestezday, 
playing off with the First Divi- 
sion champions for the final 
Premier League place. 

The Australian Ashley 
Grummitt was another with a 
four-goal haul in BouraviHe’s 
b-2 win against Guildford, which 
just about ensures the Midland 
side Premier hockey next sea- 
son. ^ The England strikes Mark 
Peam, also scored four times in 
Reading’s 7-3 win away to Old 
Lough tonians. 

Perhaps the most important 
four goals came from Surbiton's 
South African, Greg Nicol in a 
5-3 win at Stomport Since Don- 
caster only managed a 2-2 draw 
with Harieston Magpies, this re- 
turned the Surrey side to the 
top of the First Division, a point 
ahead of the Yorkshire side. 


Book of the week 


Mick Fitzgerald 
A Jump-Jockey’s Life 

by Mick Fitzgerald with 
Carl Evans 

Mainstream. £75.99. 
hardback 


IT IS typical of Mick Fitzgerald 
that his account of a jump jock- 
ey’s life is exhaustive. Fitzger- 
ald is most familiar to the 
casual follower of racing as 
the rider who produced that 
quote when asked by Des 
Lynam how it felt to win the 
Grand National. But. even 
before he said “sex is an anti- 
climax after that", he was wen- 
known as probably the most 
eloquent and talkative jockey 
around. 

It was said you could ask 
Fitzgerald a question, press 
record on your dictaphone, 
then waoder off for lunch, and, 
when you came back, he would 
still be talking , having turned 
the tape over half-way through. 
And til ere are times when it 
feds as if this was the ap- 
proach used fay his co-author, 
the journalist Carl Evans. Flew 
details of Fitzgerald's life or 
daily routine are too minor to 
make it into his book. Which 
may sound tedious, but turns 
out for more interesting than 
the assortment of lame anec- 
dotes which tend to form the 
standard racing autobiogra- 
phy. 

At various points, Fitzgerald 
admits to driving across fields 
while seriously under the in- 
fluence, using laxatives to con- 


1 BMC Axtta 5 line Spurta Uteuttoefc 
1999 edited by Peter NicnoJs (Oddball, 
paperback. £14). 

2 Football MmmhIik. Brian GlamOie (W- 
gtn. hardbaefc. £16.99). 

Sltoatao G«td: The Gambler A> Hare. 
Jenadun Rfendafl [Mw taseit paperback. 
£10). 

4 Rad and fbna - A Pint-War Himesri 
of MMdwwr Unfced » Un afponl, Iwi 

renting (Andre Deutsch. hardback, 
El *.99). 

5 ■*«*■ Gaa met Ikhac Ins, Eddy Brim- 
son (Headline, paperback. EG.99). 
SRaeofewn Haraa s la Hralatog 1999, 
(Rate term, paperback. £1 3.95). 



trol his weight, and voces forth- 
right reservations about Tbny 
McCoy's controversial whip ac- 
tion. “If other jockeys are pre- 
pared to knuckle down." he 
writes, “so must he, or the 
whole thing becomes a joke". 

He also lists some of the 
tricks jockeys use to fool the 
clerk of the scales, which may 
oot endear him to his fellow rid- 
ers, arid tells some unexpected 
stories. And all the while there 
is the backdrop of injury, paral- 
ysis, or even death. 

Perhaps the most revealing 
passages are those which deal 
with Fitzgerald’s unending bat- 
tle with the scales, such as 
when he had to maintain hfe ab- 
solute minimum weight for al- 
most a week when a big race 
was twice postponed. Simply 
reading about it is enough to 
make you feel peckish. 

The one area which Fitzger- 
ald is slightly coy about is pre- 
cisely how much he gets paid 
for an this, although the obvi- 
ous conclusion is that whatev- 
er it is, it is not nearly enough. 

GREG WOOD 


7 Coaqtu 0 »aad CHms- the 1998 Thar 
de nance, Veto News (Veto Press, pa- 
pertexk. £16.95). 

8 Ptoyinf far Keeps -NUclua] Jordan 
And Tlw Morfd Ha nude. Dowd Hal- 
berstam (Random House USA. hardback, 
£31.50). 

9 Scats toe Major L«a£U* Handbook 
199*. SB James (Sun tot paperback. 
£16.95). 

10 Cold Down -A) HaciOBa! iMm, 
DWo Hardbg {Mainstream, hardback 
£15.99). 

Compikxt Ojf Spartspages. ■ 94-96 Cftor- 
iag Crass Road. Umoan (01 71 7409604) 
and St Alirt Square. Manchester (016! 
B32 8530) and Mmaportspages.co.uk 
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Paul pair weave silky magic 


WHEN BRADFORD took the 
bold and imaginative step this 
winter of uniting the Paul 
brothers, the hope was that 
there would be afternoons like 
this, when their combined 
rugby brilliance would weave 
unforgettable magic. 

What could not have been 
predicted was that it would 
come so early in the season, 
ag ainst a side th?* had already 
shown some impressive form. 

Although Tevita Vaikona 
claimed four of Bradford's 10 
tries, it was Mr and Mrs Paul's 
half-back sons, Henry and 
Robbie, who dominated yes- 
terday's spectacular Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup quarter-finaL 

This was as far removed as 
it is possible to be from the 
plodding, predictable Bulls oflast 
season, with their whole phil- 
osophy now geared to getting the 
best out of the free-wheeling 
talents they have available. 

Unlike many one-sided con- 
tests. this never became boring 
because it remained fascinat- 
ing to see what they would get 
up to next. 

"During that first-half. 1 was 
jumping up and down like 
10.000 people on the terraces at 
some of the tries we scored," 
said the Bradford coach, 
Matthew Elliott, and it takes a 
lot to make him gush like that 

Although Henry’s goal- 
kicking was an optional extra in 
the context of this match, he got 
Bradford moving with an early 
penalty. Their new Australian 
second-rower, David Boyle, 
then dummied and barged his 
way over from acting half, an 
area in which Whrrington found 
insoluble problems. 

Henry's inside ball to Vai- 
kona produced the second try 
for Mike Forshaw and before 
Warrington had time to catch 
their breath he then released 
Scott Naylor. 

When James Lowes linked 
with Robbie Paul, who took the 
return pass from Michael With- 
ers to complete an 80-yard by, 
Bradford were 22 points ahead 
in less then even time and the 
outcome was beyond doubt. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Pave HAdpteld 

Bradford 52 

Warrington 16 

It sends out a warning to 
other dubs, j nriud i ng their semi- 
final opponents Leeds, that 
Bradford remained so eager to 
cany on the destruction. 

Vaikona went over for the 
first time before the break, 
rounding off a move involving 
both Pauls and Naylor. He was 
there a g ain , feeding off Henry, 
five minutes into the second- 
half, before the try created by 
Robbie and Danny Peacock for 
Withers that was perhaps the 
most stunning of the lot 

Warrington had been shell- 
shocked from an early stage, so 
it was an unexpected inter- 
lude when they worked a neat 
blind-side move for Scott WQson 
to score. Bradford's response 
was immediate; after it had 
taken a mass of Warrington 
tacklers to stop the rampaging 
Ybikona, Stuart Spruce strolled 
over from dummy-half. 

Nick Zisti’E long break set up 
Vaikona for his hat-trick, closely 
followed by Lowes getting the 
ball away perfectly to him for 
his fourth. 

Elliott expressed some mild 
disappointment that, after the 
departure of Henry Paul for a 
well-earned rest, Warrington 
recorded dashing long range 
tries from Tba Koh e-Love and 
Mark Fbreter. 

It was not possible to be 
seriously critical of such a dis- 
play, although Elliott wanted to 
spread the credit around. 

“Everyone wants to talk 
about the Pauls, and I like to 
talk about them as well, but I 
thought the whole lot of them 
played so well today,” he said. 

Warrington would vouch for 
that. 

Bradford: Spruce: USflun*. Naylor. Peacock. 
Metiers: H Paul. R Raul. McDermott. Lowes. 
Rdden. Dwyer. Boyle. Forsluw. SotnO- 
tnus used: Donoughor. ZbtL Anderson. 
McAwoy 

Warring ion: Penny: Roach. Kohe-Love. 
Hivue. rorsler, WQson. Briers, Hilton. Farrar. 
Nudey. Gillies. Me Currie. Roper Sotmttotes 
used: Hanger. Chambers. Busby Knott. 
R ef eree: J Connolly (Wigan]. 
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Michael Steele/Empics 


Warrington’s lam Knott is brought down to earth by Bradford’s Mike Forshaw deft) and David Boyle Michael Steele/Empics 

Big two are drawn to face each other 


LEEDS WERE made to struggle 
by a determined Widnes side 
yesterday but they won through 
comfortably enough in the end, 
46-10, and were then given the 
draw they did not want - 
against Bradford. 

Their ChaUenge Cup semi- 
final will take place on Sunday, 
28 March at Huddersfield’s 
McAlpine Stadium, a venue 
where, in 1996 and 1997, Brad- 
ford knocked out Leeds at the 
same stage of the competition. 


Matthew Elliott, the Brad- 
ford coach, accepted that the 
meeting would have made a 
dream final in the last rugby 
league match to be played at 
Wembley before the stadium is 
rebuilt 

“Ybu would probably have to 
say Leeds are the toughest 
side left in the draw,” be said 
“Castleford and London were 
among the teams not really ex- 
pected to get to Wembley but 
one of them will be there now." 


SEMI-FINAL DRAW 


Castleford v London 

f Heod ln gtey. Sat 2 7 Marti j 

Bradford v Leeds 

(, McAlpine Stadium. Sun 23 March) 

It took Leeds some time to 
overcome their Northern Fbrd 
Premiership opponents - who 
took the lead with a penalty and 
it was 10-aH 16 minutes into the 
second half-but they ran in five 
tries, including two for Andy 
Hay to complete his hat-trick. 


in the final 15 minutes in the 
Auto Quest Stadium. 

Castleford, West Yorkshire’s 
third representative in the last 
four will take on the London 
Broncos in the first semi-final 
at Headingley a day earlier. 

Castleford reached their 
first semi-final for five years at 
the expense of Salford on Sat- 
urday while London reached 
their second successive semi- 
final after a comfortable 54-6 
win over Whitehaven. 


Martin Offiah crossed for a 
dub-record five tries for the 
Broncos after the Premiership 
side took the lead but that was 
as good as it got for the viators. 

Two tries from Salford old- 
boy Darren Rogers helped 
Castleford to a 30-10 win in a 
game that was turned when the 
Salford captain David Huime, 
was twice sent to the sin-bin for 
interference at the play-the-ball 
and the Tigers made their nu- 
merical advantage pay. 


Serena 
breaks 
into big % 
league 
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BY DERRICK WHYTE 
in Indian Wells. California 

SEMENAWiLixuiStnwcamea . 
sore knee and Steffi c.ral'in the 
final of Uw Ever* Cup at the • 
weekend Williams, the unseed- ... 
ed 17-yeor-oM. beat the fifth- 
seeded former world No 1 6-3, * 

3-6, 7-5 in one hour 45 minutes; ; 

-I'm so excited," sakT \ 
Williams, who bounced up and V 
down after winning a 12-baBv. 
rallv to claim her second career * • - 
title. “I now know that I can win < V . 
the big ones. I don't know how - £ 
many matches I've won in a roar 
but it’s sewn to wina Slam. Fm - 
prepared to do that." i V 

Graf was disappointed at - ^ 
her lack of risk-taking in a eor* . *•.■ 
test that saw her commit 26 uh- 
forced errors to 38 for W’Uliams^ ^' 
while only hitting ll winners. \- 
“She was going for her shdtSTT: * 
more than I did." Graf said ./. 
“That was the difference... with y 
taking risks, you put pressure 
on your opponent. Just putting ' y 
halls in play is not enough."_ • 
The Spaniard Carlos MayiC v . ’ 
knocked Pete Sampras off the y 
top of the wurld rankings when i 
he beat the Brazilian Gustavo, _ 
Kuerten 63, 1-6. 6-1 in Saturday’s V? 
semi-finals of the Newsweefry- 
Champions Cup in Indian Wells.-. Vj, 
“I hope I never wake up from y J 
this dream." Moya said ■ 
after cutting a large cake shaped v- : 
in a number one to mark his rise, y 
In the final, the 22-year-old 
Moya was to play Marie Philip- : 
poussis last night, who beat : 
American Chris Woodruff 6-1,- 
6-2 in his semi-final. 

Moya was expecting to bear j 
from the Spanish king. Juan ;-. 
Carlos. “He’s going to be • 
happy," said Moya. “He's the - ■ 
king of Spam, but, at least this ' 
week, fm ffie king of the world." ■ 
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HEBE IS AN INFLATED SAFETY CLAIM. 

- v sso has an inflatable cubtain 

•? »V-- •: ;.V y -• - ■ 

.v>TMT.DIOPS DOWN FROM THE ROOF ON IMPACT. 

^y^p^iftMtaiE' LENBTH OF THE PASSENGER COMPARTMENT. 


IT STAYS INFLATED FOR 3 SECONDS. 
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; V vfr HELPS TO SAVE LIVES. 


IT IS STANDARD EQUIPMENT. 
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Flash -, 

Gordon 

He’s a bit of a 
show-off, is chef 
Gordon Ramsay. 

He rubbishes a waiter, 

rips off the 
truffle man, and 
takes the pip out of 
Bramley apples. 

And all for my benefit. 

What an act. 

Or is it? 



Wf ft 3pm at Gordon Ramsey’s epoqymous, 
■f martle^ed, discreetly chi-chi Chelsea 

; H restaurant Lunch is just coming to an 

• ■ . . end. Fkiediiiia c^e^aqwtiDHe.'nie 
I - daintieSEtoffittiemampanny things are 

AV being popped into expensively Epsticked 
H ; mouths. Jean- Claude, the meStre d\ 
. ■ takes my coat Jean-daude is quite 
handsome, in a-French, middle-of-the- 
road^qroiobficaottirf ^ way. Gordon latersays: “AH the 
women whocome in want to shag him, bat he's al- 
ways. too frightened, ARENT YOU JEAN- 
CLAUDE!?” Gordon comes out from the kitchen. 
In his chefs whites. Gordon is not dainty. Gordon 
is seriously BIG. ’ » ' 

A seriously big head, like a bulked-out Patrick 
Swayze’s, with strange, ventriloquist dummy lines 
running downhis chin. (“A.woman once asked me 
if Fd been ; thou^i a windscreen. I said: ‘Have you 
seen how beaded your left tit is?"D Seriously big 
hands. Seriously big forearms. Even aseriously big 
jwu-biow-what, he insists. “An ex-girtiriend de- 
scribed it as Kte a baby's arm holding an orange,” 
he boasts happfly. Gordon, I say that is rather more 
infiirmaiiofl ti^n I need, actual^ “It’s true, though!" 
flfefl, Iodatiniki at least it wastft described as a 
baby’s annhoJfing a Bramley That would be too 
feredL “tkaft TALK. to me about those Bramley 
/.JEOPLEP Ik shouts. ?T3 wy were here yesterday 
outside the reKfamrant, protesting! They had mar 
sure on 'their wellies. They left shit outside MY 


oestafflters'. How STUPID can you get? I had to 
P^to^ 8 »Winds. Ihadtocafl theptte 
■OtiriSg&'r.lSe 32-yeawdd former footbafler and 
chef to lrwe won two MfcheKnstars 
-can o^wai^y he seen on telly in BoQatg Point, a 
Channel ^ fty-on tbe-waDjob that goes out Ihurs- 
®ynigtrf&./Oifi series is quite compelling, in much 
die same ^^way massive tarantulas in soos are oam- 
P^i^feKTihle, terriftdngi yet you find you cant 
lot* aw^t Gordon is seen losing his temper quite 


tohis staff PAreyour hrains inyourfiH*- 
wg arse, fatSo?”). Gordon is seen taking the 
. 7 “™^ Apple Campaign for something of a ride. 
*■ St janridea half-hour cookery demtm- 

strationin fixmt of foodies at The Bluebird, nestau- 


for Granny Smiths, saying he couldtft remember 
the last time he’d used a Bramley; and calling the 
campaig n's chairman a “plonker”. 

Gordon, what have Bramleys ever done to you? 
“They’ve just got no finesse. They’re a rough-cut 
apple. It’s not something you could put in your 
daughter's packed lunch, because she’d be going 
to the toilet for two weeks afterwards.” OK, bat fin* 
the rather fine fee of what works out to be £ 116.66 
- per minute, you could have pretended to like them, 
surely? “No. 1 couldn't lie.” FfeeEng as you do, why 
didn't you just turn the job down? “First, my 
restaurant had just opened, and I was a bit hard- 
up for cash. Secondly, there is this giy called John 
Torode, who’s one of those celebrity plastic chefs 
on GMTV, and he took over The Bluebird, but it got 
too hot for him, so he left I knew if I went to do a 
demonstration in his kitchen - while he was still 
there, which he was then -he’d be really pissed oft 
so that’s why I did it” With Gordon, the ego is al- 
tawed to conquer pretiy much evetyfliing else. I sanp- 
pngA thic might even be quite spectacular, in its war. 

Wemove to a vacated table in the restaurant win- 
dow. “So I see if THOSE BLOODY BR AMLE Y 
PEOPLE are coming back!” He’s not going to re- 
fund their money; no. But he might give it to char- 
ity. “Tftey don’t need it They all arrived in LAND 
ROVERS!” Jean-Claude brings us coffee, and ex- 


filled Comeito things. Gordon is a superb cook, by 
all accounts. He is, he says, currently worki ng on 
^anCTmvioIi, andlwanttodo crayfish lobster ^ with 
a fine gras sauce”. Certainly, he is now the most 
talfeed-about chefin the country The TV series. The 
Bramley business. Throwing out AAGili and Joan 
Coffins. A writ from his previous esta bl is hment . 
Aubergine, for walking out Be seems to be in the 
papers almost daily. 

He wooders if I think he is getting to be too much 
of a “celebrity*. He doestft want to be “a edebrity 


U1IS 5am, UIC iututu -i - 

him earlier by not turning up at the right tune to 
totorviewhim. He fc thinking of doing the BBC se- 
ries TrcnMe at tfcelbp. He has recently done OK! 
with his wife, Tana, ami their 15 -month-old daugh- 

1 * * ir.__.Un. Un c-wtp hafil Inef hk uirt/irtiiv 


to Tana: “Host it when I was 14, to a friend of my 

sister’s, who was 18. Tm not the only man to have 
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THE 

DEBORAH ROSS 
INTERVIEW 


done service to bacon, but it is why I loathe bacon 
sandwiches and haven't eaten one since. She was 
a pig. Tana's 100,000 times prettier 1 wish I'd lost 
my cherry to Tana. But you’re so desperate to lose 
it, it isn’t until afterwards you think Thck me, she 

was ugly'” He's showing oft yes, but not in an es- 

pedalfy clever way ‘ 

Is it all a performance? A strange kind of 
theatre? A strange kind of theatre of cruelty, even? 
V?by does he behave as he does? Why is he always 
l osing his temper so? Tm not I*M NOT! I’ve got a 
very controlled temper When I get reaDy upset, it’s 
bang, straightto the point, solve the problem, then 


if artichokes are overcooked. TOD, 1 (kart pay staff 
£400 a week to overcook artichokes. I can't bear it 
I can't witness it Everything that comes out of my 
kitchen has to be perfect" Look, Gordon, we’fce not 
tanring paediatric bran surgery here. 'Wfe’re talk- 
ing nice nosh for well-heeled folk. Don’t you ever 
stand back, and see it for what it is? “Not enough, 
I suppose. But my goal is to win three Michefin stars, 
which will mean Z am one of the best chefs. Once 
Pve achieved and maintained what I’ve set out to 
do, then rntaheagood,haid, proper knkal the ovei^ 
aD picture.” The other diners have gone now.Asort 
of kitchen bqjr wanders passed. He is veiy slightly 
plump. “Vbu,” shouts Gordon. “Only salad for you 


and brioche, but they stole. I was hurt by that I went 
round to their flat there and then, to inspect it, and 
also found bits of silver and crockery I thought about 
sacking them, but then decided that wastft fair. So, 
instead, I made them work four Saturdays on the 
trot, denning the marble tiles with nailbrushes.” 
How did they react, when you turned up at their 
door? “They panicked. Bat that’s because one of the 
waiters had aD these wank mags. "Yann, come over 
here.” Yann , the young French waiter who was fa- 
mously scolded and humiliated in the first episode 
of Boding Ftmi for wearing a blue plaster on his 
finger - “you’re smart, you’re immaculate, and a 
fucking blue plaster!” - comes oven 

“ Yann, how many diliy m»gymTM»q did I find in 
your flat?” 

“None, realty, Chef;" says Yearn, whose blush 
rapidly shoots up his neck while I, too, cringe with 

“How many? TWenty? w 

“Zere were a few; Chef!” 

“And Yann?" 

“Yes." 

“You’Ve got a bogey hanging out your nose.” 

"Yes, Chet Sank you, Chet" 

Gordon, I ask, is there anything you wouldirt say 
to anybody? Can you ever go too far? “Well,” he 
replies, “wiiea I do bollock staff I never refet 1 to their 
personal Eves.” 

There is, I know; a band of consensual cruelty 
going on here. WheuheleftAubergfofi, many of the 
staff left with him. Perhaps this is just what goes 
on in the world’s top fcifcrihms- Gordon himself 
trained in the great kitriheos of France- under Guy 
Savoy and then Joel Robouehon - where “I was 
called arsehole 10 times a day. But you stay there, 
and stick it out, because it?s good for you.” He once, 

hesays,mu<±edupalangoustmeravkiBforRoboii- 
chon, who then threw the lot, still steaming hot, over 
Ramsay’s head. This is how you learn, he insists. 
“YamiwiH never wear a blue plaster again,” he adds. 

I taste one of his Ettie passion fruity Cornetto thin- 


you to make the portions looks small]" 

What hurts you, Gordon? “Weft about a month 
ago, I found out that two of my commis and a se- 
nior were stealing from me. OK, it was only bread 


Network 


Radio 


pleasure in my mouth. But, somehow, it doesn't 
Famously, Gordon Ramsay’s first dream was to 
become a footballer As a child growing up first in 
Scotland, then in England, this was all he thought 
about He did get to make it to Glasgow Rangers 
but after ontybro first-team appearances his con- 
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tract was not renewed He cried on the day he was 
told, be says, but then decided ifhe couldn’t be the 
greatest fbotballei; he would be the greatest chef. 
(Prior to being talent-spotted by Rangers, he’d been 
at a catering college). I don’t doubt Gordon Ram- 
say is driven by his desire to not fail again. But, still, 
reasons are not always sufficient excuses. 

It’s 5pm now, and we’ve moved into the kitchen 
to do the photographs. At this point, a dapper little 
Italian truffle salesman cold-calls. He is tightly 
clutching two paper bags, one containing white truf- 
fies (£170 a kdo) and the other black ones (£140). 
Gordon has a good fumble amongst the white ones. 
He passes them around his staff to be smelt, or so 
I imagine. He has a good smell himself, of course. 

“Pwoarl These smell tenfrde. And look at the mud 
on them. Fm not paying for mud, ^rickiypcal fuck- 
ing Spick, trying to sell me rubbish. Here, you have 
a smell" He passes one over to me. I don’t know a 
great deal about truffles, franHty They’re not some- 
thing IVe encountered much down the Little Chet 
so I just feebly whimper: “They smell kind of truf- 
Sey I guess ” 

“They're mouldy,” insists Gordon. “And who ever 
heard of white truffles at this time of year? Well be 
laughed at We don’t buy shit, Spick." 

A rather shocked “Spick" - who has been wear- 
ing a rictus of a smile throughout - eventually sEps 
out the back doox; taking bis paper bags with him. 
Gordon then empties his pockets. His kitchen staff 
then empty their pockets. White truffles spill out. 

“Have you just nicked those?" I gasp. 

“We pass them around, Spick gets confosed... 
he’s been robbed and doesn't know ft!" 

“But that’s terrible,” I ay 

"It’s pumpkin soup with summer white truffles 
on the menu tomorrow, boys!," he cries. 

Gordon, would you can yourself a nice man? 
“Yfes. I Woody wouldT 

What if the salesman complains? 

“I'll give him a nice dinner" 

He apparently says to the photographer, later: 
“Onty joking, Til make it up to Spick. But I don’t 
know. Stealing, after aft is such a hurtful thing. 

Is Gordon Ramsay barking? Perhaps. But, then 
again, maybe he just isn’t clever enough to know 
when not to be stupid. Ms^e this is the biggest thing 
about Gordon Ramsay And it’s quite spectacular 
in its way, too, I suppose. 
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THE MONDAY REVIEW 

The 


Sainsbury hits back 

Sin In January Friends of the 
Earth claimed that the Gatsby 
Charitable Foundation funds the 
development of GM food for J 
Sainsbury pic. 

Wrong. Gatsby does not and has 
never funded development of GM 
Fbod for Sainsbury's. 

On 22 January Friends of the 
Earth claimed I will be launchings 
video to convince shoppers that 
genetically modified food will do 
them no harm. 

Wrong. A proposal was put 
forward in a report to Maffin 1998. 

I did not commission the report I 
have never seen it I have never 
discussed its contents and I 
understand Maff are not going to 
act on its recommendations. 

On 25 January Friends of the 
Earth claimed that f was leading a 
plan to use supermarket loyalty 
cards to investigate the impacts of 
eating GM food. 

Wrong. I have not been 
involved in any discussions along 
these lines. 

On 19 February Friends of the 
Earth claimed that I used a visit to 
China and Korea to promote GM 
crops links between Britain, 

Korea and China and “visited 
various biotech bodies in China 
including the Institute of Plant 
Physiology in Shanghai". 

Wrong again. The visit was 
undertaken to promote bi-lateral 
science links and covered a range 
ofissues.Idid not discuss UK GM 
food policy nor did I visit the 
Shanghai institute. 

In his letter to you (11 March! 
Charles Secrett, director of 
Friends of the Earth, claims I took 
part in a discussion on GM food 
policy when I chaired a public 
meeting on the consultation on 
the biosdences. 

WTong. The minutes make it 
quite dear that no discussions of 
GM food policy took place. 

Most recently I have been 
accused of makinga loan to 
Diatech after I became a Minister 
and Diatech had been put into the 
blind trust. 

Wrong. It is a matter of record 
that I had agreed and was 
contractually bound to make the 
loan and that I had paid the 
money before I became a 
Minister. The recording in 
Companies House of a charge 
over assets owned by Diatech was 
done after I had become a 
Minister, but this was an action 
taken by ’the trustee of the blind 
trust Again, Friends of the Earth 
did not wait to check the facts 
before calling for my resignation. 

The simple feet is that I have 
not taken any decision where I 
could have a conflict of interest I 
bave not broken the Ministerial 
code in anyway and I have not 
failed to register any interest I 
should have done. 

On a separate point Fran 
Abrams reveals (“Lord Sainsbury 
will head team promoting 
biotechnology firms”. 12 March) 
that I am leading a task force in 
the DTI looking at biotechnology 
clusters. This was a published 
commitment in the 
Competitiveness White Paper 
and was announced in the House 
in December. 

LORD SAINSBURY 
Minister for Science 
Department of Trade and 
Industry 
London SW1 

Sir; The governments of this world 
must unite to put an end to the 
American-led onslaught of 
genetically modified organisms 
into our biosphere. 

When the BSE crisis broke, the 
big guns in the UK beef industry, 
agribiz and government lined up to 
bully the British public, EU 
regulators and consumers 
worldwide. Fortunately they lost 
and the subsequent ban on British 
beef forced the British beef 
industry to get its house in order. 

With GMOs we have an 
unregulated biotechnology 
industzy backed by the most 
powerful country in the world 
bullying the rest of the world to 
consume food which could be 
unsafe to the environment as well 
as Lhe consumer. Bullying and 
greed should not be tolerated. The 
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Cuba No 1: Children going to school at dawn in Ttfnidad de la Cuba 


US might threaten a trade war 
over GMOs, but I doubt they’d 
send in the battleships over a 
product that no one wants. 

If our government has its bands 
tied by some dubious trade 
agreements and can’t (or won’t) 
ban GMOs, then at least we should 
have proper labelling of our food. 
That way we can have the freedom 
to vote with our wallets on an issue 
that our government is too 
cowardly and feeble to tackle. 
RORY CARGILL 
London SWll 

Sin Sales of GM foods in America 
are booming. Hardly surprising, 
when there is no lahpning. no 
specific legislation to control them, 
and the biotech industry is 
effectively running the country. 

Sales of organic foods in Britain 
are booming (“Consumers rushing 
for organic food", 8 March). Hardly 
surprising, since we are beginning 
to realise just how poor our food 
quality has become. 

With a little help from their 
friends (in the Government), 
formers in Britain could become 
part of the organic trade 
success story. 

Why is our Government backing 
a foreign horse? 

JOANNA CLARKE 
Glasgow 

Sir Brian Marshall (letter; 12 
March) perpetrates exactly the 
kind of whimsical thinking about 
foodstuffs that serves the interests 
of no-one but the pro-GM lobby. 
Horses, and other stock, are 
reluctant to eat fresh ragwort 
when other feed is available 
because the plant is extremely 
bitter tasting. Stock will happily 
eat wilted ragwort which, although 
less bitter, remains a serious toxic 
hazard. While cattle are reluctant 
to eat buttercups, the plant is not 

toxic to them. 

KEITH BRAITHWAITE 
London SE13 

Oskar ceremony 

Sin The joy of the money men at 
the departure of Oskar Lafon tain e 
should disturb everyone else. It 
parallels the rapture with which 
World Bank emissaries greeted 
the resignation of the head of 


Uganda's Central Bank because 
he opposed privatisation. 

Oskar Lafontaine, for all his 
reported eccentricities, stood for 
some form of democratic control of 
the money system. Is Gore Vidal’s 
view of America true for Europe, 
that the money men have bought 
politics, the media, and even the 
churches? It looks likeft. 

KEVIN DONNELLY 
Christian Council jbr Monetary 
Justice 
Manchester 

Sin Some 290 million of the world's 
most prosperous peoples unite 
behind a single currrency, the euro. 
It is triumphantly launched and 
steadily depredates. Then one man 
resigns from the German 
government and the euro’s 
comparative value surges upwards. 

Can we now bury the ridiculous 
myth of the stable euro, please? 
MICHAEL J KNIGHT 
Langley, Berkshire 

Budget blow 

Sin The production cost of diesel 
feel is less than 70 per cent than of 
the cheapest grade of petrol In 
most countries other than Britain 
this differ ential is carried through 
to the tax-added price at the pump. 

The extra tax on diesel which 


Sin Deborah Orris accusation 
that President Clinton is “a 
rapist" (“Don't stand by him, 
Hilary", 12 March) is 
outrageous. There has been no 
evidence for such an 
accusation, and irrespective of 
his private love life and other 
affairs (alleged in some cases), 
your rapist charge would not 
stand up in a court of law. 
Professor A J VLITOS 
FrUford Heath, 

Oxfordshire 

Sin Jonathan Ree writes in the 
Saturday Essay (“Will the 
sectarian war of arts and 
science ever end?" 13 Marti) 
that “today’s typical scientist is 
not a cheeky outsider but a 
powerftil mandarin, cosseted 
by great corporations and 
courted by rich universities". 


has been in position for years in 
this country, bringing its price into 
line with that of petrol was already 
an unjustifiable dishonesty. The 
predictable retort that this is to 
adjust for the better economy of 
diesel power is not acceptable; the 
substantially hi gh er purchase 
price of a diesel vehicle is part of 
the equation of outlay versus 
running costs. 

Capricious and unpredictable 
changes to the relative price 
structure make any attempt to 
make rational calculations a waste 
of time. 

County dwellers with large 
distances to cover and no practical 
public transport tend to opt for 
diesel power. They are also, in so 
far as voting power is concerned, a 
minority group. 

For the Chancellor to take 
advantage of this fay imposing this 
savagely dispraportionai increase 
in diesel fuel is despicable. 

On the other side of the Channel 
the rural communities would be 
demonstrating with tractors and 
combine harvesters on the 
motorways and horseboxes in the 
city centres. 

PETER KELLETT 
Kiniocheioe, Highland 

Sr. I was disappointed to see that 
the cheaper tax regime was to only 


IN BRIEF 


As a modestly-paid 
researcher in ocean circulation 
and climate, I regard myself as 
a typical scientist. Could Mr 
Ree inform me where I can go 
to be cosseted and courted? Or 
don’t climate scientists count? 
Perhaps Pm just a cheeky 
outsider after aO. 

Dr DAVID CROMWELL 
Southampton Oceanography 
Centre 

Sir: Chicks have been made to 
grow rudimentary clawed legs 
instead of wings (“Scientists 
make four-legged hens”. 12 
March). Scientists in America 
took a gene found in fogs and 
transferred it to the wings of 
chicken embryos, causing 


feathers to vanish and the 
beginnings of clawed fingers 
to appear. 

May I send my 
congratulations for their 
double discovery? Not only 
have they found the gene which 
produces four-legged poultry 
but at the same time they have 
identified the one which has 
made me completely sick. 

HE PAYNE 

SouthwdL, Nottinghamshire 

Sin Poor Christopher Luke 
Getter. 10 March), people 
allowed to walk past his front 
door! We have the same 
problem, with a right of way 
passing within feet of our 
house. However, here we call it 
a pavement 
Mrs LESLEY CURWEN 
Redcar, Cleveland 


Michael MacSweeney 


apply to cars with engines of less 
thanllOOcc. 

Being of a somewhat large build 
(6ft 2m, 17 stone) I am unable to 
take advantage of this tax 
reduction as small- engined cars 
tend to come with small driver 
compartments, too small forme to 
be able to fit into and drive safety, if 
at alL Q have sal in cars whereby 
the ergonomic design of the driver 
space meant that I could not read! 
or use the brake pedal.) 

I wonder if this is the first 
instance of people being forced to 
pay more tax simply because of 
their size? 

Dr PETER PARSONS 
Reading, Berkshire 

Foxy business 

Sir. Paul Freeman Getter; 12 
March) believes that fox-hunting is 
a sports and requests that Tbny 
Banks either support it, like he 
does rugby or boxing, or resign. 

Surely the Corinthian ideals of 
sport require that consent is given 
by the participants. If the English 
rugby pack marched across a field 
and set upon a rambler we would 
not call it sport &mflarty, if a 
heavyweight boxing champion 
launched an effective one-two 
combination at a pensioner at a 
bus stop we would not call it sport 


Equally, when 60 dogs, 30 
mounted riders and scores of 
followers terrorise a wild mammal 
we do not call it sport At least 
most of us do not 
BEN STEWART 
League Against Cruel Sports 
London SEl 

Sir Paul Freeman has missed the 
point completely comparing fox 
hunting to boxing and rugby by 
saying Itiny Banks should 
describe them as “unnecessary 
and barbarous". 

Perhaps they are, and knowing 
a few rugby players, they could 
easily be described using both 
adjectives. But the paint of these 
sports is that all the participants 
want to participate. There are two 
consenting pugilists, 30 willing 
rugby players. 

I don't know about the dynamics 
of a hunt but is the fox ever 
consulted beforehand? I think not 
DAVECOLVILL 
Southsea, Hampshire 

Sir Paul Freeman takes the 
Minister for Sport to task for not 
supporting foxhunting. I feel 
assured that Mr Banks accepts the 
generally held view that what 
distinguishes a sport from any other 
activ%is thatitisheUl in public, its 
participants are consenting, 
enjoying it and have each a 
reasonable chance of winning. 
Fbxhunting disqualifies itself on at 
least three erf these criteria. 

DAN WILLIAMS 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex 

Sir Paul Roberts questions my 
assertion that foxhunting is a sport 
Getter, 13 March). I base this 
simply on its classification in this 
country as a field sport along with 
shooting and fishing. These 
activities are classified diffe rently 
in the USA. hence his response. 

But if we really want to start 
splitti n g hairs, most of what are 
referred to as “sports" should 
really be called “games", so maybe 
my original point about Tbny 
Banks is incorrect, and rather than 
resign as Minister for Sport his 
position should be renamed 
Minister for Games. 

PAUL FREEMAN 

Wotton^under-Edge, 

Gloucestershire 


Race in schools 

Sir. A worrying feature of reports 
on differential school 
performance among ethnic 
groups (“Young, gifted black - 
and a living reproach to our racist 
schools", it March) is that no 
one seems able to pursue a line 
of inquiry far enough to get 
an answer. 

There are too many questions in 
this area to which answers are not 

seriously sought 

Why do black boys, said to be the 
leas t submissive to teachers’ 
authority, slavishly follow their 

teachers’ expectations? 

If blade boys are “boisterous" 
why does that make any difference 
to school performance if 
boisterousness and studiousness 
ca n co-exist? 

If they cannot co-exist, what is 
the cause of the boisterousness. . 
and should it be curbed? 

If blade boys’ achievement 
would be improved by teachers 
making allowances for male 
Caribbean exuberance, should 
teachers apply different 
behavioural standards to black mid 
Asian pupils in the same class? \ 

Are Asian parents happy for 
their sons to be in the same 

classes as boisterous African 
Caribbean boys? 

If not are they guilty of racial 
stereotyping? 

Why do Indian and Chinese 
children, whose homes may be 
more culturally, linguistically 
and religiously different from the 
dominant European school 
culture than the homes of white 
and African Caribbean children, 
nevertheless do so well in 
English schools? 

Is the relatively poor 
performance of white, lower-class 
boys due to low expectations and 
an alien curriculum? 

Kit is, why is race assumed to be 
an additionally serious factor in the 
low achievement of black boys? 
RICHARD WILKINS 
Association of Christian Teachers 
St Albans, 

Hertfordshire 

Sir : I was disappointed, but not 
surprised, to see that while there 
were whole paragraphs devoted to 
the problems that “Georgia” was 
causing the school < “A better class 
of behaviour”, 1 1 March) there 
was not one word about the 
problems that the school might be 
causing "Georgia”. 

Many four-year-olds are not 
socially or emotionally mature 
enough to cope with the strictures 
erf most reception classes. 

The rules imposed there can 
seem pointless and frustrating to a 
young child. 

If parents want their child to 
begin “education" at age four, a 
good nursery or playgroup where 
there are specialist staff and a 
curriculum and environment 
suited to a young child’s needs 
is vital. 

Society will pqy for the damage 
it is doing to these children, but 
the price won’t be anywhere near 
as high as that paid by the 
children themselves - my heart 
goes out to them. 

CHRISTINE HEYWOOD 
Penylan, 

South Glamorgan 

Tricks of the trade 

Sir: 1 was delighted that John 
Walsh (“Tm sorry. I’ve been given 
the dues”, ll March) concluded 
that the nudging in the right 
direction be was given before 
appearing on my Radio 4 Quote... 
Unquote programme succeeded 
in malting the show a better 
listen. 

But, curious^ not one of the 
quotations he cites was discussed 
on the shows he was an. 

He also mistakes the sex of the 
producer on that occasion who 
supposedly provided him with the 
pre-knowledge he was concern- 
ed about. 

And how clever of him to be able 
to recall as direct quotations, the 
views “she" apparently expressed. 
WeU, there you are you see, just as 
we broadcasters have our little 
tricks, so too do journalists. 

NIGEL REES 
LondonWii 


Revealed: how Elgar grabbed Yehudi by the googlies 


IN THE wake of the death ofYehudi 
Menuhin. I have received mapy let- 
ters of tribute to him and think it 
only right to print a selection today. 

From Mr George “Gubby" 
Trotter OBE 

Sir. in all the richly deserved trib- 
utes to Yehudi Menuhin, I have 
seen none that mentioned his very 
real love of cricket 
\ou would think that a man of his 
background - American, Jewish - 
would have nothing in common 
with the world of willow and 
greensward, but he fell in love 
with this ancient game as easily as 
he fell in love with the equally Eng- 
lish sounds of Elgar. Many classi- 
cal musicians have a weakness for 
the great game, and when the 
young Yehudi was on tour with the 
orchestras of the Thirties, he was 


inducted early into the mysteries 
of this ancient English game. 

“In those pre-motorway days," 
he once told me, “we travelled 
slowly by coach and had to make 
many halts for what the Americans 
call comfort stops and what British 
musicians call a quick slash. Well? 
if you stop in the middle of the coun- 
try it takes not mud) more than a 
minute for the average orchestra 
to pick two scratch sides and start 
plqying. Once we left three viola 
players in a field in Leicestershire. 

didn’t notice for an hour and had 
to choose whether to go back and 
collect them or get to the concert 
on time. As they were only viola 
players we went on. I often wonder 
if they are still there! 

From Mrs Angela Quigley 
Sin as a cricket-loving flautist I can 


vouch for every word of the above. 
Menuhin threw himself into the 
intricacies of cricket as keenly as 
he did into the byways of oriental 
philosophy - indeed, he once said 
to me that the two were doser than 
was commonly realised. 

“In some ways cricket is a par- 
adigm for the unknowable,” he 
said to me once, as we fielded side 
by side in the slips, “lb a foreigner 
Okie me, there is something awe- 
some about a game that can last 
either five days or a couple of 
hours, that can finish before the 
allotted time span or only be 
halfway through when time is up. 

when it rains. Ilme^ cricfcetand 
weather A mighty triangle of con- 
flicting interests. Extraordinary..,” 

At least I think that is what he 
said. As a devotee of yoga, he often 



Miles 

Kington 

‘Time, cricket and 
weather. A mighty 
triangle of conflicting 
interests. . Extraordinary 1 

adopted an upside down position in 
the field, which made it hard to hear 
what he said. But it often served to 


put off an incoming batsman! And 
I have seen him bring off great slip 
catches using only his feet! 

FVom Arnold Palmer (no relation) 
Sfo music is a mysterious business. 
I remember once um piring a 
match In which Yehudi Men uhin 
was playing. He was a remarkable 
spin bowlec He never span die ball 
at afl, which made the batsmen so 
nervous that they often played for 
spin and missed iL Occasionally he 
would spin the ball by a pririmt, 
which confused them further 
“They can’t spot my right ’un, 
Arnold," be would grin. 

Once, when he was bowling, I 
failed to cailtbe end of the over and 
he said, somewhat sharpty that we 
had already had six balls. I said it 
was impossible. I always counted 
six pebbles from pocket to pocket 


and still had one pebble left 
“1 think you will find you 
haven’t”, he said tartly. M If an in- 
ternational violinist cant count six 
beats in a bar or six halls in an over 
without even thinking about it 
I feter found that one of my peb- 
bles had split in half in rqy pocket 

and what I thought was a pebble 
was only half a pebble. He was ab- 
solutely right! 

From Sir Norman Grudgeon 

Sfclwouldfiketovouch for the gen- 
erous sentiments expressed in 
previous letters on the subject of 
Yehudi Menuhin and cricket I 
often sat on the same committees 
as he did, and there was never a 


-r — * 

times even saintly, interventions 
failed to baffle us. 

I once asked him what he 


thought about when he was play- 
ing Elgar's Violin Concerto, and he 
said he usually thought about 
cricket Sometimes he would replay 
whole matches in his mind as he 
sawed away Once, he said, he had 
played the Elgar at Carnegie Hall 
and in the second movement had 
come to such an exciting hit of fast 
howling that be had shouted out 
How’s that!” in a very quiet bit 
The audience, being American, 
had no idea what it meant, and the 
conductor whispered: “It’s fine”. 

“What do you think about when 
you play cricket?" I said. 

‘‘Elgar; normally,” he said. 

“And what are you thinking 
about now?” 

“How to get away from you 
without hurting your feelings.” - | 

I often wonder what he meant ■ ; 
by that 
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Hague says he’s left 
Major behind - but 
where is he going? 

TRASHING THE previous leader is the game any party 
leader must play. Margaret Thatcher did it to Edward 
Heath. John Major did it to Lady Thatcher. Now william 
Hague is doing it to Mr Major. The former prime minis- 
ter was decent about it on the televised sofa yesterday, but 
Mr Major does not libs it Too bad - it is the occupation- 
al h azard of ex-leaders. However; the question that must 
be asked is: to wfaat purpose is Mr Hagi w riiatemrirtg him- 
self from his predecessor? 

Mr Hague’s rather unspecific apology yesterday for his 
party’s failure to deliver its past promises on ly further 
underscored his lack of a distinctive new direction. When 
he attacked the Labour Government last week for putting 
up taxes, he did not say how he would cut them. This is 
an especially tricky question for a party which recently lost 
office by betraying its promise on tax. How helpful of 
Michael Portillo, then, who as minis ter for the control of 
public spending advocated the “ultra-low tax economy”, 
now to advise his colleagues who r emain in the House of 
Commons to associate themselves with the demands for 
higher pay of the nurses and teachers. But does Mr 
Hague tell hzm to jump in a lake? He does not, and so we 
remain puzzled about where he is going 

When Tony Blair ditched his predecessor’s policies, at 
least it was clear where he was headed - straight for the 
centre ground, which he has straddled, Colossus-Eke, 
ever since. 

It is quite extraordinary that the Conservatives, who 
dominated British politics this century, should find them- 
selves so marginalised at the end of it So marginalised, 
in fact, that it no longer seems outiandish to wonder if they 
might be replaced as the main party of Opposition by the 
Liberal Democrats - although that would require Charles 
Kennecty to rubbish large parts of Paddy Ashdown’s lega- 
cy if he succeeds him this summer 

At least the Lab Dems have a consistent story to tell on 
tax cuts - they should not happen until the improvements 
in public services have come through. If they could ally 
an honest line on “tax and spend” with a thoroughgoing 
Ubertarianism they could offer the most convincing oppo- 
sition to Labour’s strong authoritarian streak: 

That is an unlikely outcome of the present realignment 
of British politics. Much more Ekety is a mirror-image of 
the history of the 18 years of Tory government, with Mr 
Hague in the position of Michael Ebot and Neil Kmnock- 
hobbled byhis party’s past Mr Hague win be top weak to 
present himself as a coovincmg alternative to New Labour; 
and yet too strong to" prevent a third party emerging to 
take on the fight There is a way out of kSr Hague’s mis- 
ery: come out in favour of a fairer voting system and 
endorse Roy Jenkins’s proposals for electoral reform. 



Let’s avoid the next 
chapter in the Balkans 

RATHER THAN cry over spilt blood in the Balkans, the 
urgent imperative Is to learn the lessons of Croatia, Bosnia 
and Kosovo to avoid the' next horrendous failure of West- 
ern policy. The Kosovo talks resume today against the grim 
backdrop of bombs tearing apart women and children In 
the tiny Serbian province which is nine-tenths ethnic Al- 
banian. But this coold have been predicted, and indeed was 
predicted, seven years ago. 

In 1992, Lord Carrington, who preceded Lord Owen as 
the European Community’s mediator in the disintegrat- 
ing^ Yugoslavia, dismissed the pleas of the moderate Alban- 
ian Kosovar leader; Ibrahim Rugova. By a quirk of open 
government, this poignant scene was filmed for a fly-on- 
the-wall documentary on the work of the Foreign Office. 


Since then, the initiative on the Kosovar side has passed 
to the most extreme and least tolerant group, the Kosovo 
Liberation Army. The KLA seemed intransigent at Razn- 
boufflet, although soon afterwards its do-or-die leader 
was overthrown and his young successors appeared more 
in favour of the compromise deal 
It took the ^fest three years to work out that mere threats 
would not work against the Serbs in Bosnia, Yet, a year 
ago, Tony Blair agreed in the House of Commons that “the 
international community has learnt the lesson of appease- 
ment in Bosnia and that we wIU not stand idty by while be 

[Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic} ignites another eth- 
nic war in Europe”, fo April, Robin Cook said: are deter- 
mined that Belgrade should stop behaving as it is in 
Kosovo.” In July, he said: “Mr Milosevic Should back down 
and he should back down now. This is his last warning.” 
Yfesterday, he said: “If Belgrade opposes peace, then Bel- 
grade may have to take the consequences.” At some point, 
the threats will have to end and the action begin. 


But more people will be killed in Kosovo, before the sit- 
uation readies some form of resolution. Meanwhile, Nato 
troops may well have to be deployed to try to keep the peace 
on the ground and eventually Kosovo may become, in effect, 
an independent state. 

The West has tried to avoid that outcome because it will 
have the effect of moving the Balkan tragedy on to the next 
act, entitled “Macedonia”. Kosovo's neighbouring statelet 
- once also part of Yugoslavia - con tains a large ethnic 
Albanian minority and it is claimed fay Greece. 

In the early Nineties, Western leaders did not listen to 
the Serb minority in Croatia, to the Bosnian Muslims or 
to toe Albanians of Kosovo, with dire consequences. Now 
toe danger is that they are not lis tening to the Macedo- 
nians. Whatever the outcome of toe Kosovo talks, the hu- 
man rights of aQ ethnic groups in toe region must be 
guaranteed: that should be toe starting point for negotia- 
tions, not the cause of hand-wringing after toe KLA has 
effectively won its war of independence. 


Labour’s last taboo shouldn’t keep 
keep a good man from being mayor 



SUDDENLY THE race far the London 
mayoralty is about 100 per cent more 
interestingand less dismal than it was 
36 hours ago. The announcement 
yesterday by ’frevor PhflHps, the black 
TV journalist, presenter; writer and 
independent producer; that he is run- 
ning for the job of being Britain's first 
directly elected city boss, has at last 
turned the contest into something 
about more than which Cabinet min- 
ister can be dragooned into stopping 
Ken Livingstone getting the Labour 
Party nomination. 

Fbr a. start Mr Phillips not only 
wants the job - in stark contrast to 
most of the tugger names that have 
been touted - but he has also - in- 
equally stark contrast to Mr Living- 
stone - believed in and campaigned 
for a directly elected London mayor 
fbr over a decade. But much more im- 
portant, it would be a pitiful response 
to the Lawrence report if there were 
no black voice at or near the top of the 
London regime, whi ch will be charged 
with helping to revamp the Metro- 
politan Police and to which the force 
win be accountable. 

Yfet there have been, byatt accounts, 
precious few credible Wade cancfidates 
their names forward as 
.-members of the Greater Lon- 
“t'Son Assembly which will provide 12 
of 23 members -of the new police 
authority It’s hard to think of a greater 



raised by the Macpfaerson report 
than an all-white Labour administra- 
tion in London. Mr Phillips looks on 
the task of help ing to carry out those 
reforms with some relish. He also be- 
lieves that it is time for the black 


comm unity to take a hand in shaping 
the future erf the Met rather than 
watching from the sidelines. This is 
slightly more relevant than the feet 
that Mr Phillips admires Tbny Blair 
- not yet, one presumes, an actual 
disqualification inside the Labour 
Party - or that Peter Manddson was 
the best man at his wedding 15 years 
ago when they both worked at London 
Weekend Television. 

HI of course you want Mr Living- 
stone, then Mr Phillips is not for you, 
at least as mayor But his presence as 
a declared randidate win ensnre that 
some of Mr Livingstone’s more exotic 
claims, such as that a Livingstone ad- 
ministratian is perfectly capable erf op- 
erating in cosy harmony with Tbny 
Blah; will get a little more scrutiny. 

As David Aaronovitch pointed out 
in this pages in Etebruary, this propo- 
sition sits a little uneasily with Mr 
Livingstone's desire for a heavily 
increased corporation tax or the kind 
of familiar Eigbties-flavoured left 

wing support he has been attracting 

at his puhlic meetings. Or his view, ex- 
pressed in this newspaper last year; 
that Gordon Brown “is not on top of 
macro-economic policy” and that Mr 
Blair “urgently” needed to move him 
from the Treasury. 

What Mr Phillips has to overcome, 
however; when he appears before the 
Labour Party selection panel, is the 
fart t hat, hi contravention of one of the 

last taboos left intact by New Labour; 
he has chosen to send his two daugh- 
ters to North London Collegiate, 
which was a state school until the 



is now a private school. Oddly, the 


DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

The issue of private schools 
is the only respect in which 
the Party is more politically 
correct than in the Sixties 

issue of politicians sending their chil- 
dren to private schools is one of the 
few respects, perhaps the antyrespetf. 
in which the modern Labour Party is 
more restrictive and politically correct 
than its Sixties equivalent 
Harold Wilson, the most left-wing 
d Labour's last three prime ministers, 
was a University College School par- 
ent and thought nothing of offering 
Roy Jenkins the job of Education 
Secretary when he, too, had children 
at private schools. But that is neither 
here nor there. The question is 
whether this should disqualify Mr 
Phillips from a big Labour job in the 
late 1990s. 

Why did Mr Phillips make toe 
choice in toe first place? At the time 
toe family was in the catchment area 
of White Hart Lane Comprehensive - 
where he and his sister had both been 


pupils and where the number of chil- 
dren with five GCSE passes in last 
year’s league tables was just 14 per- 
cent In the feet toe school has im- 
proved; in 1995, the year his older 
daughter would have gone there, the 
proportion was a mere 4 per cent 
Additionally conscious of evidence 
that children from Afro-Caribbean 
backgrounds frequently did least well 
in inner-city schools, he simply was 
not, as he put it to me last yeai; pre- 
pared to teD his children that he was 
sending than to a school, “where I 
know you are going to fail”. 

He could have bussed his children 
to a grant-maintained school across 
the borough border, as many others 
in the Labour Party have done. In- 
stead he took the view that once you 
had rejected the local comprehensive, 
whatyou did next was imetevahL This, 
of course, is precisely why a signifi- 
cant number of black parents send 
their children back to toe West Indies 
to be educated: why Mir Phillips's 
brother Mike teaches his own child at 
home; and why his neighbour and 
friend, toe MP Berme Grant, was 
among the few brave enough to speak 
up for Harriet Harman when she de- 
rided to send her son to a suburban 
grammar school before the general 
election; and why, finally many of the 
well-off white metropolitan middle 
class parents who now tell each other 
at dinnerparties what a good mayor 
Ken Livingstone would be would 
never dream of sending their ehfldrm 
to a local state school. 

Of course, it’s an open question 
whether Trevor Phillips is going to 
turn out to be toe best candidate for 


toe mayoralty. The race is at an early 
stage. Maybe he wfil wind up as 
deputy this time around. And of 
course Mo Mowlam, the most popu- 
lar politician in Britain apart from 
Tony Blair; would wipe the floor with 
the other contenders ifshe wanted the 
job, which she seems not to. Nick 
Raynsford, the skilful Minister for 
London, would also be a distinctly 
serious contender. 

It isn’t true that Mr Phillips has 
“never run anything” since he was 
head of current affairs at LWT for six 
years; he now has his own highly 
successful independent production 
business. What is true is fliat he isn’t 
a professional politician. Whether 
that is a handicap or an advantage is 
a moot point But the feet he was not 
prepared to sacrifice his children’s 
education to Labour orthodoxy will 
surety count for rather than against 
him with the wider electorate. 

As it happens, toe mayor won’t be 
in charge of education in London. But 
he will have a lot of clout in pressing 
the government and the boroughs, to 
improve it even fester. Answering 
the problems of education in London 
means confronting them and notpre- 
tentfing they don't exist As Mr PfailGps 
put it yesterday “toe most important 
thing about London schools is not 
- where my children go, but why it is 
that so many children are feiKng", Mr 
Phillips, in short is a serious candi- 
date and at the veiy least he will make 
the contestant more livety. Perhaps 
there are reasons why he won’t be 
London's first elected mayor, bnt 
wanting the best for his children 
shouldrft be among them. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“I was robbed." 

Lermox Lewis, 

British boxer, on his drawn fight 
with Evander Holyfield 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“Parly loyalty lowers the greatest of men 
to the petty level of the masses.” 
LaBruydre, 

French essayist 


THE NEW Labour Government 
rarety loses an opportunity to 
Pdyfip-service to the femity But 

iteringfogdedaratto 
■W are more often iHBMHiredm the 

1 breach than the observance. 
The' Chancellor's scrap ping of 
fre married couple’s tax 
allowance is merely the latest 
example of this befrayaL 
Mail on Sunday 

gOEPON brown bestrides the 
British domestic polity agenda. 
His budget can be criticised for 


bring too complex, too fiddly- 
interventionist and, having too 
many fiscal conjuring tricfcS. 

Perhaps, he was also too 
optimistic about the global 
-economics surrounding it He 
redistributed incxime, targeted 
the poorest in work and all 
within a dear political agenda. 
The middle classes were kept 
on side. 

The Observer 

LAST WEEK, we urged the 
Chancellor to remain prudent 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The Sunday newspapers evaluate 
Gordon Broum’s Budget statement 


and allowthe economy time to 
deliver: In the broadest sense; 
he ddjust that dejiveringafis- 


cleveriy in some headline- 
catching measures. Once 


again, he was able to take with 

one hand give back with toe 
other; and be praised for doing 
so. How the Tbries* hapless 
qMn-doctors must hate him. 
Sunday Business 


THE STRAIGHT answer to the 
tax question is that they are 
going up significant^ but not 
by as much as they would have 
done before Tfoesd^y. The Gov- 
ernment is so fer ahead in the 
polls, and in toe public mind 
when it comes to economic 
competence, ministers did not 
need to sell themselves as re- 
born tax-cutters. In doing so, 
they distracted from what was, 
in many respects, a clever 
Budget (David Smith) 

Sunday Times 


NATUR ALLY ALT. rhaneeTlftr s 
try to put toe best possible gloss 
on their measures, but Mr 
Brown has gone&rthe: Hehas 
soured ti« atmosphere with his 
lack of honesty. 

Gordon Brown is getting 
the reputation of someone who 
cannot be trusted, who jabs his 
finger at the camera, and toai 
says: “I did not have tax in- 
creases with that Budget!” 
when - in fact - he most cer- 
tainty £dL 
Sunday Telegraph 



Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


You don't have to be married in a relationship, or 
related to get free breakdown cover for a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover is an option costing up to E26, But 
join now and a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free* And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner wHi be 
covered, even when travelling in someone 
Che's car. 

• We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

■ We are more likely to get you back 
on the road quicker than anyone 
else, saving you time and money. 

‘Avarfabte (ora folded period. 

Certain conditions apply, uB for detalk 

To our members we're 
not Just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Service. 


AA 
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PLEASE QUOTE 

OFFER CODE 6003 
LINES OPEN 24 HRS 

www.thcaa.co.uk 
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Pandora 


ITS LONDON Restaurant 
Week so sit up straight, tie on 
that bib, and open wide for 
today's scoops du jour. Who 
knew, for instance, that 
formidable food critic AA Gill 
harbours an alter ego as a 
frustrated painter? In a 
previous incarnation, 
itinerant Slade Art School 
graduate Adrian passed the 
idle hours at a market stall in 
Chelsea, flogging his 
canvases to an apparently 
less-than-appreciative public. 
We can only speculate on 
what weekend daubings from 
the hand that rocks the ladle 
might feature now: SHU Life 
qf an Aga with Robert KUrpy- 
S ilk’s feet protruding? 
Portrait of Gordon Ramsay 
Beaten to a Finely Purged 
Pulp ? Readers with an 
original Gill in the attic are 
invited to share their 
cherished artworks with a 
wider audience. 

« 

BEST BIT of BBC2's Las 
Vegas Night over the 
weekend was the KKLZ 
soundbite: “We’ve upped 
our standards. Now up 
yours." 

♦ 

LUNCH IS for wimps but the 
Prime Minister is one 
nutritionally correct dude. 
Whenever he rolls up his 
sleeves at Downing Street, 
our Number One Guy orders 
a daily delivery from Pret A 
Manger. Enquiring minds 
want to know, is be a dub 
sandwich kin da guy? Or 
coronation chicken? By 
contrast Janet's Bar, the 
South Kensington watering 
hole, has devised a Hillary 
Clinton cocktail with 


lifted title. So much so that 
, management has now moved 
copies off the sales floor and 
behind cash desks. As 
hapless Wapping ad reps are 
doubtless sick of hearing - 
your readers are our 
shop-lifters. 

+ 

IF NIPPER Reed wins 
tomorrow's Guinness Aride 
Chase at Cheltenham, some 
say it'll be positively 
criminal. The animal, which 

has been successful in nine 
of its 21 outings, was named 
(but not spelt) for Detective 
Inspector Leonard “Nipper” 
Read, the man who arrested 
the Kray twins. But If 
Nipper Reed does get his 
nose in front at the line on 
Tuesday, owner Graham 
Piper, hims elf a former 
policeman, is unlikely to be 
on hand for the 
presentation. Crawley 
Magistrates have just 
remanded him in custody 
following the seizure of a 
large quantity of cocaine 
In OstemL 

+ 

AN INSIGHT into passport 
applicant and avid reader of 
this newspaper Mohamed al- 
Eayed. A Lebanese-born BBC 
radio producer recently found 
herself in the Harrods food 
halls. The Arabic woman 
nearby was having difficulty 
making herself understood by 
the anglophone - and 
attitudinal - assistant at the 
fish counter. The producer 
berated the assistant for his 
shabby treatment of the 
woman, an underling sent by 
a Saudi prince to collect an 
esoteric fish dish. “Ever since 
Fhyed bought the place,” the 
producer told the woman in 
Arabic, ‘‘this shop 
has gone to the 
dogs." “Tm afraid 
you’re right 
Madam,” a male 
voice 

interrupted, also 
in Arabic. Its 
owner, Chairman 
Mo, promptly 
scooted behind 
the counter and 
served the 
woman himself 
'\ If only Jack the 
Biscuit’s boys 
and girls in 
Whitehall were 
as biddable... 

♦ 

A NOTHE R 
INSTITUTION 

with a 
surprising 
capacity for 
self- 

deprecation is 
The Economist 
This week it 
defines an 
economist as 
“someone who can’t 
see something 
working in 
practice without 
asking whether 
it would work in 
theory". 

Contact Pandora by 
e-tnaiL pandora 
^independent. 
co.uk 


ingredients surely more 
appropriate for the bubbly 
Cherie - it's a mixture of 
champagne and Red Bull. 


THE SUITS at Estee 
Lauder are apparently 
upset that Elizabeth 
Hurley’s (pictured) 
recent spread in 
the American 
magazine Details 
made her “look 
like a cheap 
hooker”. So It’s 
safe to surmise 
that it set Hugh 
Grant's pulse 
racing, then. 


■LOCK STOCK 
and Two 
Smoking 
Bagels' has 
started a 
feeding frenzy 
among Brit V 

flick * 

producers 
gagging t a option 
any manuscript with 
gangland credentials. 
The latest is Simon 
Brooks, who has 
snapped up the rights to 
The Guo 'nor, the best- 
selling autobiog of bare- 
knuckle champ Lenny 
McLean. The book, 
according to Dillon's in 
London's Oxford 
Street, is the store's 
most frequently shop- 
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Women on the verge 

how did you celebrate Mother's some reason, Gordon Browrfs State- 


Day? Bouquets of flowers and boxes 
of chocolates were winging their way 
across the country yesterday, a 
Grosvenor Street beauty salon was 
offering a rose facial and hair treat- 
ment at the knock-ten mothers' 
day price of £5$, and the Body Shop 
had a truly heartwarming adver- 
tisement for the perfect “gift of fra- 
grance" featuring a bruiser of a man 
and a cute grandmotherly figure. 

That’s all nice and fine: we love 
our mothers, don’t we, so why not 
show it with a little finny of taste- 
ful consumerism? Even the Gov- 
ernment was basking in a warm 
glow after generously handing out 
a £3 rise in child benefit, so that 
mothers all over Britain could feel 
not just loved but supported. “This 
is a budget for women," Gordon 
Brown said last week. 

So why are some mothers so 
angry? One dogged band of women 
weren't basking in that glow, but or- 
ganising a “Celebration and Protest 
for Mothers" at the Crossroads 
Women’s Centre in north London, 
where hard-done-by mothers from 
Sara Keays to the mother of a vic- 
tim of the Hillsborough disaster 



Natasha 

Walter 


The poorest mothers 
in Britain are right 
to feel that they have 
been betrayed 

could get together to voice their 
grievances. It was a million miles 
from hand-tied bouquets of roses 
ami fragrance. “This protestis a re- 
sponse to the way the Government 
attacks mothers." said Kim Sparrow 
a single mother who spoke at the 
event “They believe that children’s 
lives mean nothing, that the weak we 
do is worthless.” 

And frankly, she has a point Fbr 


ment that this is a budget for women 
got through on the nod, even from 
left-wing commentators. Yes, many 
women win benefit from his re- 
forms, especially from the £3 rise in 
child benefit, and the children’s tax 
credit which could leave parents in 
low-paid work as much as £25 a 
week better off. But the very poor- 
est parents are not in work, they are 
livzQg on benefit and so the tax cred- 
it will mean nothing to them. 

Although they will get that in- 
crease in child benefit it will make 
only the most marginal difference 
to their incomes, which have been 
dropping in real terms for the last 
15 years. What's more, for lone par- 
ents - 70 per cent of whom don’t 
work- the increase in child benefit 
wont even cover what the? lost in 
April with the scrapping of the lone 
parent allowance. The poorest 
mothers in Britain are right to feel 
that they have been betrayed. 

Talking to Kim Sparrow, I felt 
dizzy I was looking into a real abyss 
between what parents want for 

their children and the day-to-day re- 
ality of many mothers' lives. Kim and 

her daughter live on £82 a week. “I 


of breakdown 


always worry about her food," she 
said to me. “If you live on benefit 
your child eats the cheapest food 
thefood that’s foil of pesticides and 
preservatives, the stuff that other 
mothers won't touch. You know 
what’s best for your child, but you 
just cant buy that the fresh fruit, the 
vegetables." 

While London booms again. 
Mm's world stays small. ‘Tfe never 
go out," she says. At just five years 
old, Kim's daughter already knows 

not to ask her for anything more. Fhr 

from the brattish consumerism of a 
middle-class five year old, she has 
learnt another way of life. “She 
knows not to ask. She sees her 
friends have stuff we don't have, hut 
she's very good She can sense the 
stress I*m under; somehow." 

But why should Gordon Brown 
care about Kim Sparrow? He 
doesn't want to raise the living 
standards of people on benefit, be- 
cause he wants to push them into 
work. That's fine for people with no 
dependents. But why should women 
who take menial paid work be sup- 
ported while women who do the 
hard round-the-clock work of look- 
ing after their own children get 


forced deeper and deeper into 
poverty? “This government doesn't 
see that looking after children is 

work." says Kim. 

And even working mothers 
haven't found any joy in this budget, 
if they are at the very lowest level 
of earnings. Elizabeth, another 

woman who spoke at the Crossroads 

Centre on Sunday, is a refugee who 
works part-time for £85 a week She 
doesn't want to work longer hours, 
because her youngest child is just 
one year old and she wants to spend 
some time with her. But with such 
low wages, she doesnt pay tax, so 
all the tax credits in the world wont 

affect her. , , . 

These aren’t the problems of a 
tiny minority of women. A stagger- 
ing 4 million children are growing 
up in households whose income is ■ 
less than half the national average 
- that’s one in three of all children 
in Britain. Gordon Brown is making 
a spurious distinction between the 
deserving and the undeserving poon 
In which the work that mothers do 
is judged undeserving. m t feel furi- 
ous, just furious with this govern- 
ment," said Kim Sparrow, and you 
can see why. 


ii 


j’i 



Why the Church of England 
is failing in the marketplace 


THE ARCHBISHOP of Canterbury Dr 
George Carey, is fond of saying that 
the Church of England is “one 
generation away from extinction". 
He made the comment again last 
weekataconference on evangeHsm. 
Inevitably Dr Carey’s remarks were 
repeated in the national press, 
where they appeared puzzling if 
not defeatist 

In what sense does the Arch- 
bishop mean his statement to be 
taken? Even the foil text of the 
speech fails to make this plain. Per- 
haps it is a statement of the obvious. 
Many institutions are a generation 
away from extinction in the sense 
that if a high standard of service, or 
excellence in some sense, is not 
maintained, users, however defined, 
will drift away and the organisation 
will die. When The Independent 
was launched, I strongly felt that it 
was like setting a dock going which 
could never be allowed to stop; for 
ever and a day we would have to 
wind it up and keep it in good work- 
ing order. Otherwise it would soon 
lose time and then fall silent 
Or is Dr Carey malting a forecast 
predicting that on present trends, 
the decline in membership will 
shortly put the viability of the 
Church of England in doubt? He is 
certainly gloomy. “We live,” he says, 
“in a society with something of an 
allergy to religion” and then adds a 
curious rider - and “even to serious 
thought”. I cannot help but highlight 
this last phrase. It is such a ridicu- 
lous comment There is no evidence 
for it It is just petulance. 

Having got that off his chest the 
Archbishop went on to say why he 
believes we are becoming deaf to the 
daims of religion. We live in a 
society “oppressed, in the main, 
not by lack, but by surfeit not by 
strife, but by ease ... and we have 
paid a price for such comfort and 
ease. Wb are in a situation where the 



ANDREAS 
WHITTAM 

Smith 

The Archbishop keeps 
on repeating that the 
Church is one generation 
from extinction 

things of ultimate importance are 
invisible, obscured by the things of 
transitory glamour; The love that 
abides for ever cannot easfiy endure 
in such a culture.” 

The assumption here is that if our 
material wants are satisfied, then 
our need for spiritual sustenance is 
thereby abated. Yet all the signs are 
that our present affluence is being 
accompanied by an intensification of 
spiritual longings of one kind or 
another. Indeed one of the prepara- 
tory papers for the conference notes 
that we live in times where the lan- 
guage of spirituality is significant and 
popular. What has changed is that 
the Christian Church is no longer the 
sole provider. The market is open 
and competition is fierce. 

Dr Carey is thus inviting us to ac- 
cept that the nation can be allergic 
to religion while maintaining an in- 
terest in spiritual matters - a desert 
in the midst of green fields, so to 
speak He argues that this is hap- 
pening because Christianity pro- 
vides a disquieting message for a 


rich society The gospel which must 
be preached to the public is an 
implidt criticism of many people's 
way of life. “They are not going to Hke. 
H." The best passage in the Arch- 
bishop’s speech is where he rails 
against treating Christianity as an 
“add on” faith, alongside two lovely 
children, two holidays a year; two 
cars, two televisions, two videos 
and two microwaves. 

In support of his thesis, Dr Carey 
could also dte the latest figures for 
religious activities in the United 
Kingdom. Between 1989 and 1997, 
the proportion of all adults never 
attending services or meetings con- 
nected with their religion increased 
from 48 percent to 54 per cent The 
latest figure can be reversed, of 
course, as with the familiar conun- 
drum of whether a glass containing 
water up to the mid-point is rightly 
described as half empty or half fall 

As a matter of fad, I think that the 
statistic that 46 per cent of adults wffl. 
sometimes attend services or meet- 
ings connected with their religion is 
high. Moreover, some 10 per cent of 
men and 15 per cent of women at- 
tend a religious service at least 
once a week. In short, substantial 
numbers of people remain immune 
to the allergy to religion that Dr 
Carey has identified. 

Look again at the figures, though, 
and you see something else. Atten- 
dance at the Church of England has 
been declining much faster than it 
has with other Christian denomi- 
nations. In the period 1970 to 1995, 
the number of active Anglicans de- 
clined by 40 per cent whereas the 
Roman Catholic Church experi- 
enced a loss of 29 per cent during the 
same period. Presbyterians were 
down 34 per cent and Methodists by 
37 percent. In the open market, the 
Church of England, the broad 
church, with its famous flexibility re- 
garding doctrine, is faring less well 
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Dr Carey: ‘A society with an allergy to religion' Edward Sykes 


than the Roman Catholic Church, 
with its discipline and its unpopular 
teaching on sex and marriage. In 
other words, a rival church which 
provides an even more challenging 
message than the Anglican Com- 
munion has been more successful 
Indeed, I doubt whether there is 
an allergy to religion in British so- 
ciety. I find that people who are ac- 
tive Christians are more willing to 
proclaim their faith in public than 
used to be the case. We have learnt 
that the present Cabinet, starting 
with the Prime Minister, contains 
more committed Christians than 
many of its predecessors. I also no- 
ticed, recently, when I had to read 
through over 400 CVs. that where 
applicable, church membership was 
mentioned as a relevant fact 
I think that the Archbishop is rat- 
tled. The decline in membership, the 
bruising row about the ordination of 
women, which still rumbles on, the 
discovery that the Church Com- 
missioners had mismanaged the 
Church's capital - all these factors 
have depressed his spirit 
Reading this, Dr Carey would 


probably explode with anger and say 
that I bad neglected most of his *Y' 
speech, failed to say that there has 
been an increase in the numbers of • 
people coming forward for ordina- - 
turn for four years running and that 
more money was being placed in the 
collection plate. Nor had 1 mentioned 
the “rising confidence and opti- ■ 
mism” which he notices. 

Fair comment - except that 
occasionally one can detect in pub- 
lic speech a secondary theme, or 
sub-text, half visible below the 
surface. I once heard a wedding 
speech where, if you listened very 
carefully, you found that the 
conventional expressions of good 
cheer scarcely disguised an under- 
lying bitterness. 

So it was with the Archbishop's 
address. Dr Carey went to the 
conference on evangelism to provide 
a lead. Instead, or as well, he made . 
visible his own demoralisation. He 
keeps on repeating that the church • 
is one generation away from 
extinction, partly as a warning and 
partly because that is exactly what 
he thinks. 
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POCKET SIZED SPELLCHECKER 
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A country still traumatised by Pol Pot 


f THOUSANDS OF former 
Khmer Rouge forces 
have recently been 
integrated into Cambo- 
dia’s armed forces; the Khmer 
Rouge no longer represents an 
immediate military threat to 
the country’s long-term 
stability However; real con- 
cerns remain regarding the 
Cambodian government's 
commitment to judicial 
accountability for the actions of 
the senior Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers during the 1975-79 Pol Pot 
regime. The government's 
initially warm welcome last 
December of two defecting 
senior Khmer Rouge leaders, 
although later reversed, sent 
out mixed signals on the 
government’s resolve to 
pursue justice. 

The capture on 6 March of 
the hardline Khmer Rouge 
leader Ta Mok, who is known 
as “the Butcher” for his role as 
Pol Pot’s right-hand man dur- 
ing the years of Khmer Rouge 
rule, is a very positive devel- 
opment The US has been 
working very hard over the 
past year to accomplish this 
Objective. Secretaiy Albright 
personalty raised this subject 
during her recent visit to 
South-East Asia. At Assistant 


Secretary Roth's direction. 
Ambassador Quinn has 
actively pursued this matter 
with Prime Minister Hun Sen 
and other Cambodian officials. 
I did the same during my 
recent visit to Cambodia, as did 
Ambassador-at-Large for War 
Crimes David Scheffer 

We have conveyed to the 
Cambodian government and 
the international co mmuni ty 
our strong conviction that 
those senior Khmer Rouge 
leaders must be brought to 
justice for their horrendous 
crimes and we are continuing 
to work with other interested 
countries to pursue the 
establishment of an appropri- 
ate international tribunal for 
this purpose. 

The Cambodian govern- 
ment has a historic opportunity 
to rebuild the trust of the Cam- 
bodian people and to instil con- 
fidence in tiie rule of law by 
pursuing justice for the leaders 
of the Khmer Rouge. The 
government's han dling of this 
issue will send a powerful 
signal to the people of Cambo- 
dia about whether the culture 
of impunity in Cambodia can be 
eliminated The government’s 
handling of this issue will also 
be an important part of how 



PODIUM 

Ralph l Boyce 

From a speech by the 
US State Department 
officer for Cambodia 
to the Senate foreign 
relations committee 


Cambodia is perceived within 
the international community. 

The government’s stated 
goal of sustainable develop- 
ment within a system of law 
cannot be achieved when 
justice is denied on an issue 
that has so profoundly affected 
so many Cambodians. We do 
not believe that the pursuit of 
justice is inherently destabil- 
ising as some have suggested 
fa case. On the contrary we 
firmly believe that bringing 


senior Khmer Rouge leaders to 
justice is a necessary part of 
the long-tenn process <5 Cam- 
bodian national reconciliation. 

The Ambassador-at-Large 
for War Crimes and members 
of his staff have worked dili- 
gently with representatives of 
the Cambodian government 
to outline our views on this 
subject, and we anticipate that 
we will meet with the Cambo- 
dian Foreign Minister Hor 
Nam Hong during his visit to 
New York this week to continue 
this dialogue 

The hardships the Cambo- 
tfan people face are enormous; 
me legacy of nearly two 
decades of war coupled with a 
failed 10-year experiment in 
socialist central planning. The 
country is ranked 140 out of 167 
countries on the UN’s human 
development list. The statistics 
are disheartening; half of all 
children are stunted or chron- 
ically malnourished; in every 
200 live births, one mother 
dies; almost 12 per cent of all 
children bom die before the 
age of five. The country has the 
fastest growing rate of HIV 
infection in Asia. And, as a 
consequence of landmines 
Cambodia has a higher 
proportion of amputees than 


any other country in the world. 

Our current assistance 
programme is squarely tar- 
geted at addressing these 
needs by providing $i2m in the 
areas of maternal and child 
health, HIV/Aids education and 
prevention, micro-enterprise 
lending, assistance to war and . 
mine victims and democracy - 
and governance. 

Last month, in Tbfcyo, the 
United States took part in the 
International Consultative 
Group meeting on Cambodia, 
which sought to reach a mul- 
tilateral consensus on meeting 
Cambodia’s pressing develop- 
ment needs. While we signalled 
our support for an interna- 
tional response to these needs, 
we told our international de- 
velopment partners at that 
meeting that toe level and na- 
ture of our future assistance 
programmes will depend in 
forge part on the Cambodian 
government’s actions. 

■ The United States and other 
donors will be looking for : 
tangible progress toward ; 
genuine democracy, respect 
for human rights and demon- 
strated results by the 
government in carrying 
out much needed econ-. 
omic reforms. 
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The German Blair emerges 
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Imre Karacs 

7 o be or not to be Blairite 
has been the central 
question of dogma for 
the last two years 

THERE WILL be a Httle ceremony 
tomorrow at Downing Street, to 
mark the relaunch of the biggest 
left-wing party in Europe. “New 
Labour” will cast its blessings upon 
Germany’s “New Centre”, as 
Chancellor Gerhard Schrdder at- 
tempts to outsmile Tony Blair in 
front of the cameras. 

It is fitting that Mr Scfarfider 
should be visiting London first, so 
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the last few days. Five months in 
government have been wasted, but 
Germany will now witness a “new 
beginning", the spinmeisters assure 
us. Rid at last erf Oskar Lafiontaine. 
the German Chancellor is free to 
fulfil his destiny. 

The “New Centre” hymn sheets 
are quite specific on where tins des- 
tiny lies. Tb be or not to be Blairite 
has been the central question of 
dogma for the last two years, and 
one that defined the gap between 
the party’s two most powerful lead- 
ers. “I am tired of hearing that 
man’s name,” Mr Lafontaine would 
snap whenever his views were so- 
licited on Britain’s Prime Minister 
during last year’s election cam- 
paign. Only modest y pr ev e nted Mr 
Schroder dedaring himself “the 
German Blair 0 , but he did not 
protest when Ids friends in the 
media stamped that label on him 

Whether such claims were ex- 
aggerated, we shall soon find out 
With the exception of a few suitably 
terrified Greens, Mr Schrfider now 
has the cabinet of his choice. Hans 
Rjphri, Mr Lafbntaine’s successor 
as Finance Minister is already 
swotting up on the briefs doled oat 
by the chancellery: There wifi no 
longer be bust-ups with the party 
chairman, because the Chancellor , 
wflLnow double up in thafatrf e. No t 
since file first years of the Wigy 
Brandt era has a Social Democrat 
leader enjoyed so much power 

Enjoy, he certain wflL Mr 
Schroder’s taste for the trappings 
of office, and his skill in augment- 
ing his influence, are legendary This 
is, after all, the man who had en- 
tered the Social Democrats’ youth 
wing as a setf-prodaimed Marxist, 
proofed to play the left off against 
the right, and emerged as the 
leader of a united organisation ded- 
icated to serving him alone. 

He performed the same trick as 
Prime Minister of his native Lower 
Saxony earlier in this decade. He 



Gerhard Schrdder and Tray Blair: tomorrow New Labour wQl be casting its blessings upon Germany’s New Centre 


had formed a coalition with the 

Cffigns, and nit thpm shrnrig Tn 

the following elections, the Greens 
crashed out of the r egional parlia- 
ment, and Mr SchrOder; with the 
votes he had stolen from his erst- 
white coalition partners, was able to 
govern alone. 

And now he has done it again, by 
helping Mr Lafontaine bring 
discredit to himself and (hen stab- 
bing him at the most vulnerable 
moment. The leaks, s ugg esting 
that the Chancellor was threaten- 
ing to resign because of the in- 
competence of his Finance Minister 
were anice touch. In less than five 
months, Mr Schrdder had turned 
“Europe’s Most Dangerous Mari’ 
into a pussycat 

The rest of tbe task, though, will 
not be easy. The Social Democrat 
party a proud, venerable movement, 
is to be turned intoa vehicle for the 
“New Centre”. Mr Schrfider wants 
to reform its structure, from the 
grassroots up to the presidium. 
Critics say that, at the end of its 
transformation, it will be no more 
than a dub. 

This is where the Blairite ex- 
perience is the most valuable. Bodo 
fiombach, the trusted Chancefieiy 
Minister, has been picking Peter 


Mandelsoris brain for years. Last 
September’s election campaign had 
been dosety modelled ouMHbankfs 
battle plans, down to parroting 
slo gans, such as “tough an crime, 
tough on the causes at crime”. 

The party though, had been left 
well alone. That was Mr La- 
fontaine’s fiefttom. Whenever Mr 
Schrdder addressed the “com- 
rades”, he was carefol to confine his 
speeches to traditional vocabulary. 
He spokealot about' “social justice” 
and “opportunities”, and never of 
the “trampoline” of the social wel- 
fare net which should be propelling 
tbe unemployed back into the job 

maApt Thatntfg agftnn|ywntniit 

to mom heterogeneous mni«t 

The dichotomy was the best- 
kept secret of his successful elec- 
tion campaign. It was “Oskar's” job 
to rouse the party faithful into a 
frenzy with attacks on speculators, 
coupon-clippers and other assort- 
ed class enemies. Mr Schrdder 
took care of the rest, cajoling disil- 
lusioned conservative voters with 
promises of making Germany safe 
again for business. 

The double act is ovei; and since 
Mr Sdn-dder sees no fixture in sell- 
ing the SFDprogramme to onfinaxy 
voters, it is tbe party that will have 


to fall in line. This is, of course, not 
the best moment to spring such a 
reform on Social Democrats. Unlike 
Mr Blair; the German rhanroiinr 
lads the luxury of time in cozy op- 
position. Ever since the last Social 
Democrat Chancellor, Helmut 
Schmidt, was destroyed by his own 
party, no one has dared to try any- 
thing new. The rank and file do not 
like innovators, as they have shown 
Mr Schroder repeatedly whenever 
he came up far election to the na- 
ti onal presidium. 

Blit with Mr T jrfh n tain e gone, the 
left is utterly d emoralised^ “like 
stragglers deserted by the flock,” 
was how one leading li gh t summed 
up their sens e of desolation. 

And the reforms do not have to 
be as radical as those inflicted by 
“New Labour”. Some of tbe tenets 
that Mr Blair bad to purge, notably 


were discarded by German Social 
Democrats as far back as 1959. 
There are no rotten boroughs on 
Germany’s red map, and no “loony 
left”, especially now that Mr 
Lafontaine is out of the picture. 

Mr Schroder’s task is to confront 
members with economi c reality 
“\tou cannot go against the econo- 
my” he told the Finance Minister 


at last week’s acrimonious cabinet 
meeting. Mr T-afontamp accepted 
that and left. 

So, will Mr Schroder now swim 
with tile economy, give business all 
the tax breaks it is asking foe and 
reverse the trend of rising un- 
employment? That is, after aO, the 
electoral mandate he cites in 
arguments with his less voter- 
friendly colleagues. Maybe. 

Mr Lafontaine’ s tax reforms, 
univezsalty denounced as a dud, will 
go through the upper house of 
parliament tins week. No, they wifi 
not be scrapped. Mr Schroder has 
talked “adjustments” wben the sec- 
ond phase is unvested later this year 

Tinkering, of course, will not do, 

as Mr Sphrfldpr himarif might haw 

told any number of election rallies 
last year There had been too much 
pussyfooting in Germapy during the 
long Kohl era. What the country 
needed, he would add, was little 
short of a revolution. Not until the 
cost of German labour is radically 
reduced will Germany regain its 
competitiveness. 

But Mr Schrfider is no revolu- 
tionary, not even a radical. He is the 
most German of leaders, for ever 

.wiring mnspreaig and naga tiafing 

compromises that take the edge off 


any upheaval. It is against his 
instincts to go against vested in- 
terests or voter sentiments. In 
other words, he is a pragmatic 
politician. Or an opportunist, if you 
happen to disapprove. 

His years as Prime Minister of 
Lower Saxony are instructive. He 
was good to the region's biggest em- 
ployer; Tfolkswagen, and good to the 
unions. Both profited from his con- 
summate deal- making. But his 
home region still did not prosper 
His legacy is middling levels of un- 
employment, economic output, and 
mediocrity according to just about 
every other index. Nothing to shout 
about, but enough to keep getting 
him re-elected, with an increased 
share of votes every time. 

Now this politician, who has 
turned the attainment of the aver- 
age into a credo, is running 
Europe’s biggest economy. Already 
he is wobbling on policies ranging 
from tax cuts to the reform of the 
citizenship laws. And still, he is 
popular because all the shamhleK. 
as the voters are convinced, were 
somebody else’s fault 

But the game of hide-and-seek is 
up. The bogeyman is gone, the cup 
of excuses ran dry. This will have 
to be New Centre’s last relaunch. 
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A Jamaican trade 
representative 
replies to the 
US ambassador 
to the WTO 

RITA HAYES claims that the 
current banana dispute is 
jeopardising the credibility of 
tbe World Ttade Organisa- 
tion. It is certainty true that the 
credibility of the WTO is un- 
dermined when a member 
acts as judge, jury and prose- 
cutor in its own cause. 

Ambassador Hayes asserts 
that the EU has failed to com- 
ply with the 1997 WTO ruling 
on bananas. But only the WTO 
can determine whether the 
EU new banana import 
regime complies with in- 
ternational trade rules. At the 
request of both the EC and 
Ecuador, a panel is presently 
adjudicating on this issue and 
is due to report on April 12. 

The US refused to await 
this decision. Instead, they 
pre-empted the WTO by 
effectively imposing penal 
sanctions on completely un- 
related EC goods exported to 
the US. The unilateral Amer- 
ican action makes a mockery 
of WTO proceedings. 

The US objective is to in- 
crease the share of fruit mar- 
keted by the already dominant 
US owned companies. To 
achieve tins the US has at- 
tacked the very provisions 
that ensure Caribbean ba- 
nana producers access to the 
EC market In 1998, Caribbean 
bananas accounted for 7 per 
emit of all bananas sold in the 
EC, compared to the 62 per 
cent market share enjoyed by 
Latin American producers. 
But they account for over half 
of all the export warnings of 
Dominica, St Lucia and St 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 
and form the basis of the econ- 
omy of regions in both Belize 
and Jamaica. 

Ambassador Hayes refers 
to President Clinton's claim 
that the dispute is not about 
bananas but rules and global 
prosperity. Pursuit of global 
prosperity must be permit- 
ted to all trading partners, 
not least the smaller countries. 
Fbr all Caribbean producers, 
this dispute is about bananas. 
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BUBAL LANDOWNERS who are now 
aghast at the thought of ignorant 
town-dwellers walking on their land 
are often delighted to let them in for 
a fee. As Marian Shoard puts it in her 
book, “the notion of charging others 
to walk on British soil arises logical- 
ly from the existence of a right to 
exdude”. And she cites a series of 
examples of turnstiles at diff-tops 
and waterfalls. 

By a delightful coincidence, her 
splendid book coincides with the 
promise of legislation to compel 
landowners to give free access to 
open country. It is obligatory reading 
for the curiously-selected rural 
landowner; Ewen Cameron, who is to 
chair the new Countryside Agency 



MONDAY BOOK 

A RIGHT TO ROAM 

BY MARION SHOARD, 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS. £8.99 


assuming that the Gover nm ent finds 
time for the legislation. The good 
news for him and for tbe rest of us is 
that the book is graphically written, 
tellingly illustrated and a rare 
publishing bargain, with a quarter of 
the 438 pages devoted to the key 
issue of maHng free access work. This 
is vital since the pro fe ssi on al s of th e 
landowning lobby are working 
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MONDAY POEM 

FX: 2001 

BY JIM GREENHALF 

Jason and his Argonauts, 

in crude pursuit of the Golden Fleece, 

invoked the aid of Zeus’s sister. 

I could do with Hera or Ray Harryhausen, 
a few special effects, a deity or two. 

This life would try tbe patience 
of sainttyRobert Bresson, 
hnmasc ulate Samson, Hercules, 

Irt alone muscle-bound Steve Reeves. 

Lend me the bicyde of Vittorio de Sica, 

send me Stanley Kubrick or Gene Roddenberry. 

OLfbr the ineluctable logic of Dr Spock. 

DemateriaEse me Scotty beam my particles 

back to Saturn, or to Pluto, 

but do not make me mortal again. 

This poem comes from Jim Greenhalf's collection 
‘The Dog's Not Laughing : Poems 1966-1998’. published at £9.90 
by Pedbeck Press, 24 Aireviile Road, Frlzinghall. Bradford BD9 4 HH 


overtime to persuade us that access 
wifi destroy rural Britain. 

Marion Shoard assumes that we 
want to make access work in, for a 
start, that 10 per emit of England and 
Whies which is moorland, mountain, 
hfafrfh, down and common, and to 
wfakh the promised le gisla t ion applies. 
She demonstrates, from the experi- 
ence of other European countries 
where access is taken for granted, that 
the fears of vandalism, litte rin g and 
disturbance of wildlife are unfounded. 

She argues, too, that the veiy lim- 
itation of the categories of land to 
which a right of access is proposed 
brings its own problems. In farmland, 
fix* example, pastures, field edges 
and. cropland after the harvest were 
recognised walking routes in the 
1940s. IbdaR access to every footpath 
has tohe fought over by activists. This 

is because farmers, in hilarious num- 
bers, are importing batteiy-reared 
pheasants for shooting by City types. 

Woodlands present a more acute 
fflemna. The Fbrestxy Commission 
gave access to its holdings but was 
obliged by the last two governments 
to seH off naapy of them. Public access 
was safeguarded overonty 15 percent 
of the woodland sold by the Com- 
mission between 1991 and 1995- 
But neither of ’ these categories, 



Rights of passage: new legislation will increase access John Angerson 


that the typical owner keeping visitors 
off his land is “not a large-scale, 
heavily chemical-dependent agri- 
businessman but a small tenant 
fanner of agreeable disposition”. 

This sleight of hand is not subtle 
gnnng h to deceive Marion Shoard, 
aniharalTheTh&cftheQnmtryside 

and of This Land is Our Land. Many 
of us will remember her facing up to 
gro tesq ue dukes and tbrir hafltffe in 
Channel 4’s documentary Power in 
fte Lend. Here, with the same mas- 
tery of rural history from Wiffiam the 
Conqueror onwards, she both ex- 


and seashores, are covered by the 
proposed legislation. There is an 
uphill task ahead in persuading the 

British that they have aright of access 

to their own land. Meanwhile, a 
skilfulJy managed public rela tions 
cam p ai gn has sought to convince us 


biirpTi by the rich from tbe poor over 
centuries, and describes thestruggies 

of our pred ec esso r s to win it back. 

Her book reminds us, too, that we 
have had more than a century of 
legislation attempting to provide for 
popular access to land, and that the 
strength of the landowning interest 
has defeated or distorted all these 
efforts. She befieres that the argument 
h as been further advanced in the 
public mind in Scotland than in its 
more southerly counterpart, since 
“an awareness erf the ownership of 
rural land and of folk history and 

culture far greater than in England 
gives Scottish people a new cause of 
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grievance about the land crimes of the 
past and makes Item readier to con- 
template action than the English " 

The good news from other countries 
is that fixe very illogicality of partial 
rights creates a demand for their ex- 
tension. This maybe exactly what the 
landowning lobby fears, but Marion 
ShoanTs careful study of the experi- 
ence of other nations, such as Ger- 
many, Switzerland and Denmark, 
suggests that it is inevitable. 

“Would Switzerland today be taking 
on the nrilBnnain * owners of mansions 
around Lake Geneva to secure a right 
forthepeople to walk along the lake- 
side if it had not nailed its colours to 
the mast ofa right of access to wood- 
land and mountain pastnre in its Civil 
Code nearty a century ago?” sbeasks. 
“Would Germany’s citizens enjoy a 
right akmg paths and tracks if the 1975 
Federal Forest Act, granting a legal 
right to roam over all woodland, had 
never been enacted?” Fbr her; the 
modest intentions of current policy in 
Britain are important as a first step 
towards a shift in power and privilege 
in our own rural environment 

Colin Ward 

Thereoieweris co-author, with Peter 
HaU, of "Sociable Cities' 
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Sir William 


Jackson 


IN APRIL 19-10. during the “Phoney 
War”. William Jackson was one of 
the first British officers to engage 
the enemy in battle. He went on to 
fight with distinction in North Africa 
and Italy, and after the war readied 
the highest echelons of the British 
Army, later becoming Governor of 
Gibraltar in 1978-82. Ffew military 
historians, as he was to become, 
could claim such a background. 

A young subaltern in the Sappers 
in 1940. he had been sent with his field 
section to support 15 Infantry Brigade 
in its advance on TYondheim in Nor- 
way. They got as for as IJttlehammer 
before being forced to withdraw by a 
vastly superior German force and 
lack of air support In the fighting re- 
treat to Andalsnes Jackson, by blow- 
ing up bridges, often under intense fire, 
slowed the enemy advance, allowing 
more time for troops to be evacuated. 

For his coolness under fire in this 
hazardous operation he was award- 
ed an MC. He won a bar to it three 
years later in the tenacious fight for 
the heavily fortified monastery at 
Monte Cassino. In appalling winter 
conditions and often underfire he or- 
ganised the maintenance of the road 
and bridges in order that supplies and 
reinforcements could get through. In 
North Africa and again in Italy he was 
blown up by a landmine, being se- 
verely injured in the first explosion. 

Bill Jackson was born in 1917 in 
Blackpool where his fother. Colonel 
Albert Jackson, was in charge of the 
RAMC depot His mother whose 
family name was Ftithergill, also 
came from a long military tradition. 
When William the Conqueror in- 
vaded England in 1066. a FbthergiU 
commanded his army in the north. 

Jackson was educated at Shrews- 
bury He decided on a military career 
early on and went to the Royal Mil- 
itary Academy at Woolwich, where 
he became King's Medallist for his 
year. He then went up to King’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge to read Mechanical 
Science. He was commissioned into 
the Royal Engineers in 1937. 

After his early introduction to bat- 
tle in Norway, he returned to Eng- 
land and joined the 6th Armoured 
Divisional Engineers. He was with 
them in November 1942 when they 
went to North Africa for “Operation 


BRITISH HORTICULTURE, ad- 
mired as it is throughout the world, 
would never have achieved such 
distinction without its tradition of 
dedicated amateur plantsmea, 
devoting nearly’ every free moment 
to their consuming passion. Alan 
Hardy was just such a figure. 

Inheriting the 1,500-acre San- 
diing estate in Kent from his fother, 
he acquired a tremendous depth of 
knowledge of trees and shrubs, es- 
pecially the rhododendrons that 
thrived in the 27-acre woodland gar- 
den developed by his grandfather. 
Laurence Hardy, from the turn of 
the century. 

He was a true fanatic about both 
species rhododendrons and hybrids, 
some of which he bred himself His 
flowers won many awards despite 
the fact that Sandling. exposed as it 
is above ihe cliffs near Folkestone, 
is one of the coldest and windiest 
spots in south-east England and as 
such not easy to garden. From the 
age of 30 he was invited to sit on 
many of the Royal Horticultural So- 


THERE IS a cliche in rock journal- 
ism about “that difficult third 
album”. David Ackles's third album 
was considered by many as his 
maslerwork. A critique of his home- 
land. American Gothic contained 
the astounding “Montana Song" 
which, in 1 1 minutes, told of the tri- 
als faced by the early settlers that 
made America. He set this to an 
orchestral score of Coplandesque 
proportions that etched & panora- 
ma reminiscent of John ETord. 

Born in 1937 into a show-business 
family. David Ackles became in- 
volved in performance at an earl}’ 
age. He started out in vaudeville as 
young as four and then took the role 
of TXick Worden in four Rusty films 
for Columbia Pictures (My Dog 
Rusty. 1948: Rusty Leads the Way, 
1948; Rusty’s Birthday, 1949: Rusty 
Saves a Life, 1949). 

Having studied English litera- 
ture at Edinburgh University, Ack- 


Torch”, to keep the pressure up on 
Rommel's forces. Just before Christ- 
mas he was severely injured by a 
land mine at Bou Arada in Tunisia. 

After four months in hospital, 
though stiH not fit for active service, 
he was posted to the staff of General 
Dwight Eisenh ower at his Allied 
Headquarters where, with Rommel 
now almost a spent force, preparations 
were being made for landings at Sici- 
ly and foe subsequent invasion of Italy. 

Dedared fit in the autumn of 1943, 
Jackson returned to the 6th Ar- 
moured Division, this time to com- 
mand 8 Field Squadron and was in 
action in ihe battle fix’ Garigliano and 
Cassino and the advance past Rome 


In his books , it 
was his intimate 
knowledge of not 
only the practice of 
war but of men at 
war at all levels 
that made him 
such a fine writer 


to the Gothic Line. After being 
wounded by a land mine at Arezzo, 
he recovered within a few weeks and 
joined the staff of the newly ap- 
pointed Field Marshal Sir Harold 
Alexandra; the Supreme Allied Com- 
mander in the Mediterranean. Jack- 
son warmed to and respected 
Alexander not least for the feet that 
he had commanded a battalion at 
P&sschendaele in the Great War at 
the age of just 24; in 1971 he wrote a 
military biography of him, Alexander 
of Tunis as Military Commander. 

Now a Major; Jackson returned to 
England to attend Staff College at 
Camheriey and in May 1945 he be- 
came GSOl at HQ Allied Land 
Fbrces in South-East Asia where 
preparations were in hand for the re- 
occupation of Malaya. However the 
surrender of the Japanese in August 


brought an end to the plan. Jackson 
was to remain in the Far East until 
1948. It was during this time that he 
met and fell in love with ayoung ATS 
Junior Commander; Joan Buesden. 
They married a year laten 

Jackson became an instructor at 
Staff College, Camberieg? followed by 
two years on the staff of the RMA 
Sandhurst He gained the Royal 
United Services Institute Gold Medal 
for a prize essay and his first book. 
Atiacfc on the Rfest, about Napoleon's 
campaigns, was published in 1953. 
His next book was a history of all the 
invasions of Russia since tire Dark 
Ages. Seven Roads to Moscow; 0997). 

After a short spell in Germany 
with the 7th Armoured Division, in 
1956 he was posted to the War Office 
as Assistant Adjutant and QMG 
(TOtr Plans) where he was in charge 
of the logistic planning for the Suez 
Operation. He delighted in his next 
posting, in command of the Gurkha 
Engineers in the Malayan jungle for 
two years, cunttuiin gtfae work of the 
Hearts and Minds campaign and 
seeing off the last remnants of the 
Communist terrorists. 

After two more years at Camber- 
ley Jackson returned to the War Of- 
fice as Deputy Director of Staff Duties, 
where his role was deployment of the 
Army worldwide. A year of study at 
the Imperial Defence College in 1965, 
was followed by another five at the 
Ministry of Deforce where he finished 
as Assistant Chief of General Staff 

He next appointment, in 1970, as 
Commander-in-chief, Northern 
Command, in charge of military per- 
sonnel and locations, appealed to his 
wry sense of humour in its links with 
his Fbthergifl ancestor in 1066. In 1973 
be returned south to London and the 
MOD. as Quarter Master GeneraL In 
this his last Army appointment, he 
moved many of his staff and sup- 
porting organisations out of London, 
saving manpower and costs. Few 
men other than Jackson would have 
had the courage to implement such 
a large-scale operation. 

Thirty-four years after joining 
tile Royal Engineers he became 
their Colonel Commandant (1971-81) , 
and (rf the Gurkhas from 1973 to 1978. 
He was knighted in 1971, and served 
as ADC General to the Queen from 



Jackson served as Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Gibraltar from 1978 to 1982 


1974 to 1979. His books during this 
period include The Battle for Italy 
(1967); Battle for Rome (1 969); North 
African Campaigns <1975) and 
Overlord, Normandy 1944 in 1978. 

In that year he became Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of Gforattac 
He was determined to understand and 
maice himgptf accessible to the peo- 
ple of Gibraltar He developed a dose 
affinity with them and became known 
to the Fbreign and Commonwealth 
Office for his passionate defence of 
their interests, and his profound be- 
lief in their right to self-determina- 
tion. His three-year appointment was 
extended another year. 

In 1982 Jackson returned to 
Britain, but he maintained a resolute 
defence of Gibraltar Any movement 
by the Spanish or the Fbreign and 
Commonwealth Office that might 


have a negatively effect led toa Iudd 
letter to The telegraph or Ihe Times, 
or to the desk of whoever sought 
change. He continued to write. His 
British Official History of the 
Mediterranean and Middle East 
was published in three parts in 1984, 
1987, and 1988) and he wrote the de- 
finitive history of Gibraltar with the 
TheRjxkqfthe Gibraltarians (1988). 

In his books, it was his intimate 
knowledge of not only the practice of 
war; but of the men at war at all lev- 
els that made him such a fine writer 
As tiie notary obituary writs 1 Cor The 
Times (1987-93) he brought warmth 
and colour and an great perception 
to his obituaries. He had been at the 
sharp end and seen much of death 
and this gave him an abiding respect 
for those who had served their coun- 
try in time of war and peace. 


William Godfrey FothergiU Jack- 
son, soldier and historian: bom 
Blackpool28 August 1917; MC 1940, 
and Bar 1943; OBE 1958. GBE 1975: 
RCB1971; QMG 1973-76; Military 
Historian, Cabinet Office 1977-78 
and 1982-87; Military Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief Gibraltar 
1978-82; married 1946 Joan Buesden 
(one son, one daughter); died 
SioiruUm, Wiltshire 12 March 1999. 


Alan Hardy 


defy’s committees and became a 
leading figure in the rhododendron 
world, acting as a judge at shows. He 
was the founder chairman of the 
Kent Garden Tfrust and in 1993 was 
awarded the RKS’s coveted Victoria 
Medal of Honour, which can be held 
at any one time fry only 63 people - 
the number of years that Queen 
Victoria reigned. 

But his interests were by no 
means confined to the one plant: he 
loved gardening in all its variety. A 
lifelong love of daffodils was sparked 
when, as a boy of seven, he was given 
his first bulb by Lionel Richardson, 
the renowned Irish breeder. Hardy 
would eventually become a breeder 
himself and a respected authority on 
the flower; always ready to lavish 
praise and sound advice on this and 
all aspects of gardening. 

His principal occupation was run- 
ning the estate and its form: his 
pedigree cattle and sheep, like his 
flowers, often won prizes. Aware 
from an early age that he was des- 
tined to take over the estate, he pre- 



Hardy: *the gardener from Siberia’ 


Paul Armiger 


pared himself in typically thorough 
fashion. After joining the Coldstream 
Guards towards the end of the Sec- 
ond World Wai; he worked briefly on 
a dairy form, then gained qualifica- 


Soon afterwards he lost a lung 
through tuberculosis. This setback 
meant, among other things, that he 
was never able to go on plant- 
hunting trips to distant parts of the 


tions in agriculture and animal hus- world, although he always felt that 
ban dry at the Royal Agricultural he was with the collectors in spirit 


College in Cirencester 


and rauld scarcely wait for their re- 


turn to inspect and discuss what they 
had found. 

His never lost his enthusiasm 
and courage - qualities he needed in 
abundance in 1987 when the October 
hurricane felled more than 800 trees 
in the woodland garden, destroying 
the canopy that shielded the under- 
story of add-loving shrubs, ft seemed 
at first that all the family’s work in 
bufltfing (he garden over90 years had 
been wiped out overnight, but he and 
his wife Carolyn, whom he married 
in 1953, were determined to dear the 
mess and restore the plantings. 

The fallen timber had to be man- 
handled out of the garden and the 
resulting bonfire continued day and 
night for two and a half years. Ibday 
the garden is well on the way to 
restoration, partly through the great 
generosity of friends in donating new 
trees and shrubs, in the true spirit 
of gardening camaraderie that 
Hardy so valued and exemplified. 

Carolyn Hardy too, is well known 
in the world of horticulture and is a 
vice-president and former chair- 


man of the National Gardens 
Scheme: Sandling was one of the 
original gardens opened to visitors 
for charity when the scheme was 
launched in 1927. The couple made 
a splendid team in ail aspects of their 
lives. They had two daughters, and 
Hardy was gratified that both have 
followed in their parents' footsteps, 
one managing the estate farm with 
her husband, the other working in 
Sancfling’s walled garden. 


of humour Among his fellow enthu- 
siasts he would introduce himself as 
“the gardener from Siberia” - a ref- 
erence to the notorious weather con- 
ditions at Sandling. But he would 
never have considered leavingit Hie 
estate was the focus of his life’s ac- 
tivities and achievements, and he 
loved it with an enduring intensity. 

Michael leapman 


Bj0rn 

Wiik 




BJORN WIIK was an outstanding 
scientist and leader in European 
and world particle physics. equaUy 
expert in performing experiments, 
in the design and construction of 
accelerators, and in interacting 
with governments. 

He was bom in Brwik. Norway, 
to 1937. After evacuation to England 
with his family in a British subma- 
rine for a period during the Second 
World War - his father was a resis- 

tanrele»3^-heattetvfedhi^- , «fe»l 


BflJ Jackson was man of consid- 
erable presence who stood tall, with 
a military bearing until late in life. 
A consummate professional, he was 
calm in a crisis and despite his con- 
siderable intellect he was full of 
compassion, particularly for the un- 
derdog. A profoundly happy mar- 
riage underpinned bis life and work. 

MAX ARTHUR 


Although never again resident in 
Norway he visited frequently and 
later became a visiting professor in 
Bergen and a member of various 
Norwegian academies and govern- 
ment advisory committees. 

His interests turned to particle 
physics during a seven-year period of 
post-doctoral research at Stanford 
University. California. Returning to 
Germany in 1972 to take up an ap- 
pointment at the Deutsches Elektro- 
nen Synchrotron (Desy> in Hamburg, 
he became involved in the study of 
electron-positron collisions. He was a 
key participant in the so-called Thsso 
experiment at De$y*s electron- 
positron collider iPetrav. which was 
commissioned in the autumn of 191% 

Wiik and collaborators iSoding, 
Wolf, Wu and others) used the tesso 
data to provide the first direct evi- 
dence for the existence of a particle 
known as the giuon and to establish 
its properties. The discovery of the 
gluon, whkto serves to birol quarks to- 
gether to form neutrons and protons, 
was a fundamental contribution to our 
knowledge of the strong (nudear) 
force. Furthermore, the success of 
Petra (which pre-empted a similar 
project at Stanford) was an important 
milestone in establishing the self-con- 
fidence of European particle physics. 

From the esuty 1970s. Wiflc had been 
interested in the possibility of collid- 
ing beams of elections and protons in 

order to extend to higher energies the 

pioneering “fixed-target” electron- 
proton scattering experiment at Stan- 
ford, which had produced the most 
direct evidence for the “reality” of 
quarks. In 1981, he became responsi- 
ble for designing the very ambitious 
superconducting proton storage ring 
of the proposed electron-proton col- 
lider (Hera) at Desy and three years 
feter was appointed co-prcgect leader 
when construction was approved, 
'technically the unique Hera machine, 
which was commissioned in 1992. has 
been a great success, and experiments 
at Hera have produced excellent 



Wnk scientific statesman 


physics and deepened our knowledge 
of the structure of the proton. 

As Director of Desy from 199S, 
Wifk oversaw the exploitation of Hera 
and led oitgoing research and devel- 
opment on veiy high performance su- 
perconducting radio frequency 
cavities. This development, which 
demonstrated Woks deep i ntu i tive un- 
derstanding of the technically possi- 
ble, has already defied sceptics by 


Gerald Alan Hardy, ptantsman: 
bom Sandling, Kent 4 April 1926; 
married 1953 Carolyn Evanson (too 
daughters); died 4 February 1999. 


David Ackles 


les took a degree in Film Studies at 
the University of Southern Califor- 
nia before working in musical com- 
edy, theatre, film and scriptwriting 
for television. By the late Sixties, he 
was writing songs that were of great 
delicacy and Elektra, on the basis of 
his “Blue Ribbons” employed him 
as a songwriter. 

His persuasiveness led to a more 
elaborate contract which resulted in 
three hightypraised albums -David 
Ackles (1969, later reissued as Road 
to Cairo), Subway to the Country 
(1970), American Gothic (1972). Ack- 
les had a richly textured, but unusual 
voice for rock music. Whilst he had 
a tender approach to ballads, the 
vocal tone could develop into an 
angry rasp or a scornful snarl, de- 
pending on the subject matter. 

He shared with Harry Chapin and 
Randy Newman the ability to write 
in character and to construct stories 
around an individual He was the 


prisoner returning home to find his 
love had not waited for him (“Down 
River”) and the drifts who couldn’t 
free returning to ins family (“Hoad 
to Cairo"). But he drew Ihe line at 
s inging in the first person about the 
wounded soldier who sought to 
damage children’s minds by slipping 
them pornography (“Candy Man”) . 

Many of Ackles’s songs related to 
the downtrodden or to those who had 
created difficult situations for them- 
selves. His music ranged fr om simple 
melodies to complex arrangements 
that could have come from the pen 
of Bernstein or Gershwin. 

His first album used the Elektra 
house band, yet his arrangements 
brought the best out of his musi- 
cians. Not for him the bass player 
who plodded along to keep tbe beat 
- instead, tbe bass line was often a 
counterpoint to the main theme. By 
the third album, Ackles was using a 
full orchestra and his arrangements 


showed a grasp of a wide range of 

musical styles. 

The title track of American Goth- 
ic said in four minutes what it took 
David Lynch a complete television 
series to describe. He then went on 
to produce a series of vignettes that 
summed up fife in his home country 
in tbe late 20th century. Interestingly 
the album was made from the per- 
spective of living in E nglan d 

Despite critical acclaim, his un- 
usual voice andedectic stye were not 
to the taste of the general public. 
Something of an artist's artist, Ack- 
les bad a number of songs covered 
by others; and, although he reached 
a critical apogee with American 
Gothic , he was dropped by Elektra. 

A switch to Columbia far his fourth 
album, D.T. Addes: Five & Dime 
(1973). didn't assist his musical careen 
Perhaps Columbia was looking to pro- 
mote him as another Leonard Cohen, 
but the result was a good album that 


few p^le bought The oonlractYras 
terminated and nothing more was 
heard of David Addes until Elektra 
re-released their three albums on CD 
in the mid-Nineties, 

His career in popular music cut 
short, Ackles returned to writing 
television scripts, along with work on 
ballet scores and some lecturing on 
commercial songwriting. In 1981, a 
drunk driver rammed his car and his 
arm was badty damaged. A steel hip 
meant he spent six months in a 
wheelchair. It took years before he 
was able to return to the piano. 

Ackles completed the score fora 
musical about Aimee Semple 
McPherson, Sister Aimee, in the 
early Nineties. He settled on a six- 
acre horse farm near Los Angeles 
and worked as a professor of theatre 
for USC. He was 'involved in student 
theatre production and had a success 
with Kurt Wall and Bertolt Brecht’s 
Threepenny Opera in 1997. Aprac- 



mimon volts per metre. It remains to 
be seen whether this technology will 
be adopted for the construction of a 
large linear electron-positron cdHidet 
as originally intended, but there is no 
doubt of its potential; the technology 
might be used for example in the con- 
struction of a free electron laser/Ught 
source for biological studies. 

Wiik was a scientific statesman 
whose advice was sought world- 
wide As a member of various national 
and to ternational advisory bodies, in- 
cluding the International Committee 
for Fixture Accelerators (Icfa) of 
which he was chairman at the time 
of his death, Wiik played an impor- 
tant role in setting the agenda for Eu- 
ropean and woridpaiti(& physics. He 
was a chairman of the Super Proton 
Synchrotron Committee and served 
on the Scientific Policy Committee at 
Cera in Geneva, where his name was 
considered on several occasions as 
a possible Director General -a post 
he would almost cert ainly have been 
offered had he wished. 


C. H. Llewellyn Smith 


Ackles: songs of great delicacy 


tising Christian, Ackles had a strong 
commitment to help others, both di- 
rectly and through his writing. 

Brian Mathdsson 


umterandteoeherbomTlo^j^and, 

Illinois 20 February 1937; married 
1972 Janice Vogel (one son); died 
Tujunga, California 2 March 1999. 


Bj&m H&rvard Wnk, physicist: bom 
Bnroife, Norway 17 February 1937; 
Staff Physicist/Senior Scientist, 
Deutsches Elektronen Synchrotron 
(Desy), Hamburg 1972-81, Hera 
Project Leader 1981-92, Director 
19 93-99; Professor of Physics at U 
institute for Experimental Physics, 
University qf Hamburg 1981-99: 
Chaxrman, international Ccrranat- 
tee for Future Accelerators 1997-99; 
married 1978 Margaret Becker (one 
son, two daughters); died App& 
Germany 26 February 1999. 
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Arnold Machin 


ARNOLD MACHIN was known around 
the world for his work as the sculptor 
and designer of the effigy of the Queen 
y^ jch app eared on every coin minted 
m Britain between 1964 and 1985. He 


y*ich has appeared on an British defin- 
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nwe postage stanq» smee 1967. maKog 
it one of file most reproduced and best 
foown portraits and instantly reco g- 
Usable designs of the 20th century 
Marhin enjoyed a many-faceted ca- 
reer winch began in the pottery indus- 
try as a figure painter on dim* at 

Mmtnng Stnlnvnn^Vnif TTonmelwnmtn 


remain a pottery painter unto the stump 

in the pottery industry in NOTthStafen^ 

shire in 1929^0 led him to try his hick at 
the Crown Derby Porcelain Works. 

WhDe at DearbR Machin staffed part- 
time at the Derby School of Art and in 
1934 become a full-time student Three 
years later be was awarded a scholar- 
ship to tbe Royal College of Art where 
Ms main course of study was sculpture, 
working mainly in terracotta under 
Professor Richard Gaxbe. 

In. 1940, Machin won a Silver Medal 
and a Travelling Scholarship for Sculp- 
ture from the Rqyal College, but since 
it was wartime be was onaMe to take ad- 
vantage of it Howeves; in the sameyear 
Machixfs terracotta Mother and Child 
was accepted for the Royal Academy's 
Summer Exhibition, and he began what 
was to be an important association 
with Josiah Wedgwood & Sons. 

Ihronghout their history ^ Wedgwood 
has been a generous patron of the arts 
and artists and Machin was given every 
encouragement He was provided with 
a studio on the new Barlaston estate and 
extensive facilities for firing his models 
as well asmhangspecial bodies for him 
to use. Machin fra- his part, produced 
models for reproduction in Queen’s 
ware (a cream-coloured earthenware) 
which must be considered among the 
most important of the 20th century. 

During bis association with Wedg- 
wood’s which continued throughout 
the 1940s, Machin created more than 20 
figures, and a variety of other models, 

mrinding nnhnalg , a pTipos srt and 

signs for jasper ware. Outstanding are 
his two bulls, Fferdtnand.and Ttiunu, 
which show sfrength of form and hu- 
mour; my own favourites are those 
pieces inspired by traditional Stafford- 
shire fiatbacks or chimney figures such 
as Country Lovers and the Bridal 
Group winch express his genuine un- 
derstanding of Staffordshire pottery. 

Alongside iris work for Wedgwood’s, 
Machin pursued relentlessly the art of 
terracottas, working largely from imag- 


ination. He was a romantic by tem- 
perament and like die baroque sculp- 
tors he exploited to the fuD the 
decarafiveyalne of fluttering draperies 
and jewelled ornaments. On his rare ex- 
cursions into (fired carving, wotkmgin 

harder mate rials , hte mnripk wpt-p pot>_ 
cen^mT riatmn tiftffi efl bapPOf ihp ww- 
terial and ttv4tiA» gn nplTfieri fo rms snnh 

as theplanewood Pig owned by a mem- 
ber of the Wedgwood family. 

Smne of his subjects may be remote 
from modern life but they are seldom 
unconvincingor unreal. Although for the 
early part of his career Machin did not 
care much for portraiture, he had aflair 
for capturing essentials of charac- 
ter and executed some remarkable 
busts and portrait medalfions - among 
Ms best known bring the bust of Sr 
Ralph Wedgwood BL 

Machnfs use of materials varied ao- 


In 1956 he chained 
himself to a gas 
lamp about to be 
replaced by a 
concrete electric 
post , in protest 
against the spread 
of ‘Subtopia 3 





Machin examining the new decimal stamps he had designed, 1978 


conEngto the nature of his subject, and 
he even used saggarmari - a coarse- 

totfar ed «th! im m i n p m m i ging 

the mare dramatic subjects such as the 

7Vn/i/~*hrwf Somgflmeshft en rifhgri hi g 

surfaces with incised fines or applied 

mwhpg of gS p J nwfcmghig TBnHr wBwi. 

tisSy ceramic in character 

With inaeasing experimentation ami 
technical mastery TWacbin built larger 
faeces, culminating inSprmg, a life-aze 

fi»H-len g fh fig ure «hiri> wa s CThihitri hi 

the Royal Academy gmwww r BMiihBtimn 
in 1947, die year he was elected an As- 
sociate of file Royal Academy The figure 
was pnrehased by the Chantry Bequest 
for the Tate GaHe^wbich had previously 
purchased two important terracottas by 
him, John die Baptist and tfaeArmunci- 
nrif^Machm hecnrrie afan Aradmrici^ 
in 1966 and was appointed OBE in 1965. 

It was Macfaiif s passion for form and 
hisflMj^tnr nmrnnnifBfe hklffliBnflh e 
material that made him an influential 
teacher. He taught at the Stote-on-Hrent 
schools of art in the 1940s, where he had 


been a pupil of the modeller Eric Owen 
before moving to Derby and from 1951 to 
1958 at the Royal College of Art Then, fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of JohnFIflxman 
RA, who had produced models for Wedg- 
wood in Ms youth, Machin became Mas- 
ter of Sculpture at the Royal Academy 
School, a position he held until 1967. 

During this period he received his 
prestigious commissions for coinage and 
stamp designs and he wort on to design 
the commemorative crown coins for the 
Royal Silver Wedding in 1972 and SDver 
Jubilee in 1977. Throughout this time 
Machin continued to work w i th ceram- 
ics on a freelance basis, undertaking 
several commissions which included 
portraits of the Royal Ehmfly for Wedg- 
wood, and for Royal Worcester: In 1968 
he modelled a set of four allegorical 
hard-paste porcelain figures of the Fbw 
Seasons for Worcester 

Arnold Machin was a quiet man with 
strong beliefs- He made local headline 
news in 1956 when he chained himself 
to a gas lamp in Stoke, which was des- 


Dr Amin Majaj 


AMIN MAJAJ was a brilliant physician 
and a devoted public servant who 
enjoyed a wide circle of friends in 
Britain as well as in the Arab world. In 
the late Forties and Fiffiese he made 
detailed researches into malnutrition 
and its attendant diseases among chil- 
dren in the Palestinian refugee camps, 
and devised treatments for them. 

Born in Ramallah in 1921 to a well 
known Christian faroi)y that belonged to 
the An^canE^iscofaBan Church, Majqj 
was educated at St George’s High School 
in Jerusalem (part of the Anglican biab- 
opric), going on to the Am e ri c a n Uni- 
versity of Beirut in 1945 and to London 
University where he studied medicine, 
specialising in child health. 

Back in Jordan, Majaj was confront- 
ed by a new and challenging situation. 


from Palestine in Jordanian camps, kept 
afive by Unwra rations. Many children 
were dying from gastro-enteritis and de- 
firienqy diseases. 

Majaj realised that malnutrition 
among mothers was making breast- 
feeding ineffective and that lack of an- 


imal proton m the ratfoos was the cause 
of iron deficiency anaemia, and protan 
deficiency resulting in diseases such as 
kwashiorkor The remedy, a diet rich in 
animal proteins and vitamin B12 injec- 
tions, was msiw* to recommend than 
to implement 

His researches continued until the 
children's wards in the Augusta Victo- 
ria Hospital in Jerusalem, where Majaj 
worked as head of the paediatrics de- 
partment from 1950 to 1991, received a 
direct hit when the Israelis invaded the 
Wfest Bank during the 1967 war 

Majaj published the results of his re- 
searches in the American Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition in 1966, in the 
Gazette of die Egyptian Paediatric 
Association of 1960 and in British and 
German medical journals. He was pae- 


pital in Jerusalem from 1967 to 1982 
(director from 1977), as weD as on the 
board of hospitals in Gaza and Nablus. 

He was on the Jerusalem municipal 
council from 1950 and at the time of 
his death was acting mayor of East 
Jerusalem. He also served as a mem- 


ber of the Jordan parliament from 1967 
to 1988, and as Minister of Health in 1957 
and in 1964. Among his many other re- 
sponsibilities he took over direction of 
Musa Aland’s Arab Development Soci- 
ety in Jericho, which took boys out of 
Palestinian refugee camps to teach 
them agricultural and other skills. 

Amin Mafcj was a delightful man, 
making little of his many achievements 
in medicine and politics, humorous and 
the best of company. In his youth he had 
been a violinist of professional standard, 
life under Israefi occupation was never 

easy for him, but his refusal to com- 
promise his beliefs as a healer a re- 
searcher; ora Palestinian provided an 
example admired by alL 
hi 1947 he married Betty Dagher 
from Lebanon, who is presently direc- 


Disabled Children in Jerusalem. 

Edward Hodgkin 

AmmMc^physicicnbomRamaJl^ 1 
Palestine 21 March 1922,- married 1947 Majaj at the Augusta Victoria 
BettyDagher (one son, three daughters); Hospital, Jerusalem, where he 
died Jerusalem 2 January 1999. was Head of Paediatrics 1950-91 



GAZETTE 


Births, 
Marriages 
^ & Deaths 

In memoriam 


REASON: Sean James. Died IS 
March 1997. So loved Mum, Dad 
and Joanna. 


Lectures 

British Museum: Richard 
Ebrya, “Environmental 
Monitoring”, 2pm. 

Royal Society of Arts, Lon- 
don WC2: Michael Frye, Pro- 
fessor Christopher Frayfing 
“licensed to Skill: the 
matching of drills to tomor- 
row’s needs”, 6pm. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Lord Alton of Uverpool, 
former MI? 49; Mr Alexan- 
der Bernstein,former chair- 
man, Granada Group. 64; Dr 
David Bryer, director; 
Oxfem, 55; Miss Isobel 

Buchanan, soprano, 45; Mr 
James Butler, former senior 
partner KPMG Feat Mar- 
wick, 70; Sir Robert Carn- 
wath. High Court judge, 54; 
Lord Constantine of Stan- 
more, former company 
chairman, 89; Mr Ry Cooder, 
folk and blues guitarist, 53; 
Mr Frank Dobson MP, Sec- 
retary of State for Health, 58; 
Mr Charles Dnice-Francis, 
High Commissioner to Papua 
New Guinea, 5& Professor 
Sir James Dunbar- 
Nasmith, architect, 72; Mr 
John Outline, acton 51; Hie 
Right Rev John Gibbs, for- 
mer Bishop of Coventry, 82; 
Professor John Gillingham, 


neurosurgeon, 83; Ear) Haig 
painter; 81; Sir Leonard 
Knowles, former Chief Jus- 
tice of the Bahamas, 83; Mr 
Mike Love, vocalist 55; 
Admiral Sir Raymond lygo, 
. former chief executive.' 
British Aerospace, 75; Mr 
Keith McCarter, sculptor; 

63; Professor Joan Mitchell, 
political economist, 79; Mr 
Michael Moore, chairman. 
Quicks Group, 63; Mr Robert 
Nye, novelist and poet, 60; 
Mr Ben Okri,^ writes 40; Sir 
Philip PioweD, architect, 78; 
The Right Rev Mkhari 
Scott- Joynt, Bishop of Win- 
chester; 56; Mr Garin 
Stamp, historian and writer; 
51; Professor Robert 
Taylor, Vice-Cbanceflnj; Uni- 
versity of Buckingham, 56; 
Sir Roger Tomkys, Master 
of Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, 62; Mr David Wall, 
former directoi; Royal Acad- 
emy at Dancing, 53. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Births: William Lamb, sec- 
ond Viscount Melbourne, 
statesman, 1779; Lady Isabel- 
la Augusta Gregory CPersse', 
playwright and a founder of 

the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, 
1852. Deaths: Gaius Julius 
Caesai; assassinated 44 BC; ‘ 
Sir Joseph William Bazal- 
ge tte , engineer; 1891; Aristo- 
tle Onassis, ship-owner; 1975; 
Dame Rebecca West (Cicely 
Isobel Fairfield), writer 1983. 
On this day: Columbus 
returned to Spain after his 

first voyage to America, 1493; 
the first ll-a-side cricket Test 
Match was played, Australia 
vs England, at Sydney, 1876; 
Nicholas n, ■ftar of Russia, 
abdicated, 1917. Today is the 

Fbast Day of St Clement Mary 
Hofi>auer, St Lo ng i nus , St 
Louise de Manila c, St Lucre- 
tia or Leocritia, St Matrons 

and St Zachary pope. 


Royal 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
President Emeritus of the 
World Wide flmd for Nature - 
WWF International, Pounder 
and Chairman of the Trustees 
of the Duke erf Edinburgh's 
Award International Fbunda- 
tion, visits Monaco. The 
Duke of York, Patron, London 
Contemporary Dance Trust, 
attends a dinner at The Place, 
London WCL The Duke of 
Kent, Chancellor Surrey Uni- 
versity attends a Business 
Advisory Group meeting at 
Brooks’s, London SWl. 


CHANCING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, llam. 


OBITUARIES /7 


a A.* W*. j 


Financial notes 

David Yallop 

The buying power of 
illegal narcotics 


tmedtobereplacedbyaconcreteelee- 
tric post, declaring that this stand was 

part nf a gr mp m g pampaign again ct th y 

spread of “Subtopia” (modernism) 
being led against Sir Hugh Casson. He 
was also p mm m erit among the Acade- 
micians who protested against the Sen- 
sation exhibition in 1997, which included 
a portrait of the murderer Myra Hind- 
ley made with children’s handprints. 

AInx>st 20 yeare ago I interviewed Mm 
in his Staffordshire garden. Garden de- 
sign became one of his m^jar hobbies 
and with his wife, the flower painter Pa- 
tricia Newton, he created an enchanti- 
ng garden with roses, loggias and 
grottos, waterfalls and fountains inter- 
spersedwith ornaments and sculpture. 

Maureen Batkin 

Arnold Machin, sculptor bom Trent 
Vide, Staffordshire 30 September 1911; 
ARA 1947 , RA 1956; Master of Sculp- 
ture, Royal Academy School 1958-67; 
OBE 1965; rnarried 190 Patricia New- 
ton (one son); died 9 March 1999. 


IMAGINE A multi-national 
company so big and power- 
ful that its annual turnover 
is equal in gjre to China's 
gross national product, mak- 
ing that compapy 11th in the 
world rankings ahead of the 
Netherlands, Australia. Rus- 
sia and India. A company 
whose gross turnover for 
just one financial year is suf- 
ficient to buy at current 
market value the world’s 
three largest public compa- 
nies. General Electric, Royal 
Dutch Shell and Microsoft. A 
compaqy that if it dipped 
into its petty cash could in 
the same year buy Coca- 
Cola. A company where just 
10 days turnover is in excess 
of the combined assets of 
the world’s top 50 banks. 

Its current annual turn- 
over is $500bn. The cash 
mountain is derived from just 
three assets. People, paper 
and product - illegal drugs. 

The cartel ofcartds- the 
drugs alliance that sts at the 
top of the infrastructure of the 
illegal narcotic world has an 
inexhaustible quantity of 
these three assets. They are 
endlessly avaflable. The prod- 
uct, whether cocaine, opium, 
boom, marijuana or the 
range of chemical drugs such 
as amphetamine, PCR LSD, 
generates the paper, the 
dofiars, the euro, sterling and 
countless other currencies 
which feed the machine - 
the people. 

If the profits for the cartels 
are vast, so also are the quan- 
tities that they pump into 
the market. If the annual 


supply of cocaine were to be 
packed in 1.5kg bags - the 
size of a regular bag of flour 
- the amount supplied to the 
United States each year 
would, if stood on top of each 
other, be four times as high 
as Mount Everest If the 
amount supplied to the entire 
world were siroilariy stacked 
it would be 13 tunes as high 
as Everest 

The world that this power 
grouping at the top of the 
illegal narcotics pyramid 
inhabits is a world where 
money by the ton is available 
for whatever is needed. In 
Latin America the cartels 
buy presidents as easily a 5 
they buy a customs official or 

a DEA (Drugs Enforcement 
Agency) official. Orthe tech- 
nical know-how to create and 
operate “El Gordo". 

El Gordo, "the fat one”, is 
the pet nanw for a computer 
regarded by its creator as 
"out of this world”. An apt de- 
scription for a system based 
onNasa’s computer network. 
No one makes a phone call 
sends a fax, uses a comput- 
er m maqy a Latin American 
city without “sharing" the 
line with the fat one. 

The fat one is linked to its 
brothers in Medellin, Cab, 
Bogota. Caracas, lima and 
La Paz. It has immediate ac- 
cess to every scrap of infor- 
mation contained on police 
and Intelligence computers in 
Colombia and Venezuela. 
Peru and Bolivia: the crimi- 
nal records, identification 
data, status of all criminal 

investi gations . 


A string of hotels, major 
business centres and indus- 
trial companies in Italy. A 
huge office block on the Av- 
enue dcs Champs-Elysees. 
another in Rue do Ponthieu 
and a third in Rue de Berry 
in Paris. Prestige real es- 
tate holdings in Montreal. A 
marina in Vancouver and 
large farm holdings near 
Edmonton in Canada. Farm 
holdings are something that 
the drug barons an* par- 
ticularly fond of They atm 
huge tracts of land in virtu- 
ally every country in South 
America. 

In the United Suites drugs 
money has probably been 
used to buy five huge apart- 
ment blocks in Washington, 
and in New York a residential 
area of 250 acres situated 
at Oyster Bay. All of these 
assets are owned by offshore 
nominees. 

In Great Britain profits 
from the sale of narco tics are 
rumoured to have been laun- 
dered to acquire substantial 
holdings in Canary Wharf, 
Belgravia, Mayfair, Hamp- 
stead and the City, a piece of 
the Channel Tunnel a piece 
of the Japanese high speed 
rail network, a piece of Syd- 
ney’s business centre, two 

marina s in Auckland . . . 

The above list of holdings 
represents less than 20 per 
cent of the legal assets that 
have been acquired with dirty 
money. 

DaoidVbBop is the author of 
‘ Unholy Alliance’ (Bantam, 
16 March, £9.99) 


Case Summaries 


THE FOLLOWING notes of 
judgments were prepared fay 
the reporters of the AU 
England Law Reports. 

Sentencing 

R v Brown and ors; CA, Grim 
Div (Aald LJ, Forbes, David 
Steel JJ) 3 Peb 1999. 

WHILST SUBSTANTIAL sen- 
tences were justified for 
offences of conspiracy to 
pervert the coarse of justice 
and conspiracy to corrupt a 
police officer because of the 
impact of such offences on 
the criminal justice system, a 
starting point of 13 years’ 
imprisonment was far too 
high, even where a defendant 
who was a former police offi- 
cer had used know-how and 
contacts gained during his 
time in the police force in 
committing a pattern of seri- 
ous offences. 

John Nutting QC, Anne Johnston 
(Registrar qf Criminal Appeals* Jot 
B rown; Graham Henson i Regis- 
trar cf Criminal Appeals) ftrr King; 
Sasha Wass (Registrar cf Criminal 
Appeals) jbr Mahoney. 

Negligence 

Nationwide Building Society v 
Thimbleby & Co; Ch D (Black- 
bnrne J) 26 Fteb 1999. 
“NEGLIGENCE” IN S 4 of the 
Law Reform (Contributory 
Negligence) Act 1945, whether 
applied to a plaintiff or a 
defendant, meant negligence 
actionable as a tort Accord- 
ingly, contributory negligence 
was not available as a defence 
in an action for damages for 
deceit 

Michael DriacoU QC. Timothy 
Biggmson, Ion Gait (Dibb 
LupUm Aisop) for the plaintiff; 
Nicholes Davidson QC. ftoncis 
Bacon (Broome Jacobson) for 
the defendant. 


15 March 1999 

Insolvency 

Re a debtor (No SD 27 of 1998); 
Ch D (Neubergcr J) 4 March 1999. 
the COURT could set aside a 
statutory demand served on a 
debtor in respect of a stopped 
cheque under r 65(a) of the 
Insolvency Rules 1986 where 
the debtor raised a claim 
against the creditor which 
could not be a defence to a 
daim on the cheque, if it were 
satisfied that there was a good 
reason for so doing. 

Matthew Wales (Rtckcrby Watter- 
son. Cheltenham) for the debtor, 
Louise Varty <Grange Wintrmg- 
ham, Grimsby) for the respondent. 

Crown Court 

R v Snaresbrook Crown Court, 
ex p Input Management Ltd; 
QBD, Div Ct {Kennedy LJ. 
Blofeld J) 4 March 1999. 
WHERE NO reasons had been 
given fay a judge rifling with jus- 
tices in the Crown Court when 
dismissing an appeal from the 
magistrates* court, a note of 
the proceedings subsequently 
provided by the judge, which 
was unsupported by an affi- 
davit and was not signed by the 
other members of the court, 
was of no real weight Rea- 
sons for a decision should be 
given contemporaneously so 
that the appellant might be 
assured that there was no ex 
post facto rationalisation. 

Kevin de Haan (Downs, Dorking ) 
for the applicant; David Tracers 
(Legal Department. Redbridge 
London Borough Council ) for the 
interested party 


Discovery 


Manatee Ibwing Co and auor v 
Oceanbulk Maritime SA and 
auor; Oceanbulk Maritime SA 
and anorv Manatee Tinring Co 
and ors; QBD, Commercial Ct 
HtixJ) 4 March 1999. 


THE COURT had jurisdication 
to grant the third defendant fay 
counterclaim discovery of doc- 
uments from the plaintiffs. 
The modern rules made a 
clear distinction between 
cases where the interrogato- 
ries or discovery requested 
had to relate to a matter in 
question between the appli- 
cant and respondent parties, 
and those where discovery 
could be made by any party 
against any other party with- 
out the additional limitation 
that the documents should 
relate to a matter arising 
directly between the parties. 
Nigel Eaton (Jackson Partoni for 
the plaintiffs: Tim Kenepck 
(Sinclair Roche & 1bmperley> 
for the third defendant (o the 
counterclaim. 

Costs 

Globe Equities Ltd v Kotrie 
and ors; CA (Butler-Sloss, Mop- 
ritt, Sedley LJJ) 5 March 1999. 
IN DECIDING whether the 
court should exercise the 
power conferred by s 51 1 1 ) and 
(3) of the Supreme Court Act 
1981 to make a non-party firm 
of solicitors pay the costs of the 
proceedings, the test was 
whether it would be just to do 
so. There was not usually any 
justification for making some- 
one else pay the costs in the 
ordinary run of cases where 
the party was pursuing or 
defending the claim for his 
own benefit through solicitors 
acting as such, but there 
would be cases where either or 
both of those features were 
absent, and in such cases it 
would be a matter for the 
judge's discretion. 

Gabriel Moss QC, Roxanne Ismail 
(Whighlmona) jor the Jim: James 
Bonncy QC. Jonathan Gavaghan 
fWillan Bootland White* for ike 
plaintiff 




IN Prospect, Nicolas Walter 
refers to “what we used to 
call an Httite ’ " - one free 
with the pronoun. One 
hundred and fifty years 
ago Macaulay told Buhrer- 
lytton, “There is no feult so 
common even in our best 
writers as find of patting he 
and it in wrong places.'’ 

He amended some John- 
son: “Pope Bved in the dos- 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

ittite, n. 

est intimacy with his 
(Pope’s) commentator; and 
amply rewarded his (War- 
burton’s) kindness and zeal 
for he (Pope) introduced 


him (Warburton) to Mr 
Murray by whose interest 
he OWarburton) became 
preacher at Lincoln’s Inn, 
and to Mr Allen who gave 
him (Warburton) his (All- 
en’s) niece, and his (Aflen's) 
estate, and fey consequence 
a bishopric. When he (Pope) 
died, he (Pope) left him 
(Warburton) the property of 
his (Pope’s) works.” 


(24-hour answering 


-;tm Etm»ri « i immmiw vam uri 
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Nicola anri her older sister Mary have always been there for each other; but Mary thinks Nicola is more confident since writing about the pain of divorce Rob Stratton 

Divorce is like death 


Nicola 

A bout two weeks after my 
husband told me he was 
leaving, in May 1997, I 
wrote a couple of pieces 
to make myself feel bet- 
ten make myself laugh, 
and sent them to a one or two friends 
to make up for having cried all over 
them non-stop. They realty liked them, 
so I wrote more and sent them off to 
The Independent. Publishing the col- 
umns was a way of communicating 
with my now ex-husband - we weren't 
speaking at alL I wanted him to see I 
was upset, but that I could be funny. 
I thought it was a way of getting him 
back. Crazy. He was very, very angry. 

Then I had a letter from a publish- 
er who'd seen the diazy, asking if I’d 
thought of writing a comic novel. I had 
always wanted to write fiction - and I 
had no other way of making a tiring. 
Divorce is taken so lightly, as if it was 
like haring your adenoids out, but all 
the women and men I spoke to were 
knocked for six by theirs. Two years 
lateg and in a new relationship, I still 
have days where I can't do anything 
but ay. What I found out about women 
who had been dumped in simiWfcir- 
cumstances horrified me. 

Martin, the husband character in 
my novel is very, very horrible; my ex 


Family Affair 


WhenNicaktlkivies'shusbondleft her andlheir two (toOdren for ayaungerwtman, it teas abdt from the 
blue. Under the pseudonym Stevie Morgan, she wrote a diary about her divorce, "Beloved and Bonk 1 , for 
'The Independent?. Sow she has written a novel based cm her experience. Siccila, 40, lives in the West country. 
Mary Shooter, 52, is her only sister a teacher with fyur grown-up children, she lives in Wiles. 


isn't But Martin is not that important 
he's the catalyst, the knife that cuts 
things into a different shape, so he's 
a cartoon combination. My ex has read 
bits of the book and doesn’t accept it 
is fiction, but I carft do anything about 
that I showed the columns to my chil- 
dren, now 10 and 11, and they were 
very upset and angry at first, but that 
was because their father was angry. 
Once we had talked it through, they 
could see the funzty side and they knew 
I wasn't trying to be horrible. They 
could see it was making me feel bet- 
tec Now they are really proud of me. 

Very tittle is written about children 
going through awful things, and al- 
though the events are fictional in the 
novel, the feelings are very real and 
show that the children were terribly 
upset I don’t see emotions as things 
that you have to hide away. 

My sister Mary was just what you 
wanted when your husband leaves - 
completely partisan, totally and com- 


pletely on my side. Mary and I turn to 
each other. She is older than I, sober 
role can be quite maternal. She was- 
nft as surprised as I was when nry hus- 
band left; she did feel he would be very 
angry when the columns came out I 
think she thought they would backfire 
on me and the kids. But she’s never 
reproached me for anything 

I swear this wasn't about revenge. 
I could have been far more horrible. 
Peeptemay caHme p total cow for writ- 
ing it Welt Fm not, but I have to sur- 
vive. Writing about it all has inadexne 
much more confident Td presented 
children’s TV progranmes but I never 
felt Td been successful, unlike my ex. 
The column and novel have been ter- 
rifically exciting m never regret writ- 
ing about my divorce: this book saved 
me, otherwise Td have had to sell my 
house and move the kids hr where they 
didn't want to live. But a divorce is like 
death, your heart stays broken, but you 
accept the pain. We’D never be a real 


famil y a gain. I'm happy, but in a dif- 
ferent way- 1 have hope, but not faith. 

Mary 

O ur mother got cancer 
when Nick was two and 
a half and, as I am 12 
years older, I looked 
after her a lot, so I was 
never quite sure if I 
was her mother or sisten I hadn't felt 
happy far a while about her marriage. 
I felt her husband, who worked away 
from home, was an absent father and 
didn't value their relationship. I did- 
n’t expect them to split, but I did feel 
a sense ofrelief mixed with awful pain. 

She started sending me the pieces 
she'd written, and I frit pleased as it 
meant she was coping although she 
was veiy sad and unhappy They gave 
her courage and pep and made her 
laugh. I frit if publishing them made 
her fed better; she should do it The 
humour came across to me very 


strongly but perhaps I tried to shut out 

the distress. I read the book in one day 

because, although it is funny it was so 
painful I wanted it to be oven 

1 never worried about the effect on 
her husband -Tm more vindictive than 
she is. She was so loving about Mm just 
after the split - it was all her fault and 
so on - but I wanted her to be angry. 
I thought writing about it’d help. She 
seemed so happy when she married 
him, and he seemed so lovely. 

I was worried that the children 
mi gh t read about it and be upset. I 
avoided talking to them about it as Tm 
not sure how to deal with it But then- 
anger seems to have dissipated -the 
columns and the book have been like 
lancing a boil for all of them. 

I see very few differences between 
Nick and Jess, the narrator in the 
noveL She’s got herself down to a tee. 
She canbe therictim, but she can also 
be strong and independent 

■Writing about it ah has made her so 
much more confident, as if she’s gone 
through the test of Sre and come out 
stronger Nowl feel more like her sis- 
ter than her mother. 

Interviews by 
Bus Janes 

'BdphmnonBlues’bySteoieMorgan 
is published by Flame at £10 


BEFORE you have children, 
you imagine their bedtime will 
be a c alm, peaceful tune. But, 

as many harassed parents can 

testify it is one of the nuy or bat- 
tlegrounds of child-rearing. 

My son, aged nine, nags con- 
stantly for a later bedtime. He 
complains that he is the only 
boy in his year who doesn’t 
watch Match cf the Day. He 
protests that he can't get to 
sleep early anymore. Weaken- 
ing, we sometimes allow him to 
stay up. But then my daughter 
objects. Aged six, she’s ready 
for bed by eight o'clock. Un- 
derstandably though, she does- 
n’t want to go up by herself 
Between the two of them, bed- 
time lasts till nearly 10pm. By 
which time my husband and I 
are too tired to do more than fol- 
low on up to our own bed. 

In my childhood, bedtime 
was 7.30 sharp and no argu- 
ments. But many parents re- 
port that today’s children are 
going to bed much later than we 
did at their age. Sheila Munro, 
Training Officer for the Parent 
Network, agrees; “It’s got a lot 
to do with foe TV culture, and 
parents working longer hours." 
She says what matters is foe 
amount of sleep children get, 
not foe time they go to bed. 

“In previous generations, it 
was more a culture of you eat 
ata certain time, and you sleep 
at a certain time”. Munro 
warns, “it is as vital as ever that 
children get enough sleep. 
Often the problem is that chil- 
dren go to bed late and get up 
early. Also, it isn’t just foe 
amount of sleep that matters, 
it is the quality. If they watch 
lots of TV before they go to bed, 
the mind is stimulated and that 
can affect dream patterns.” 

Michelle Stannard-King 
finds that peer pressure to 
watch TV makes her sons 
Michael, seven, and Dino, six, 
want to sfoy up. “I did have 
them in a nice routine when 
they were younger - they used 
to be in bed fay &30. But now 
with Michael at junior school, 
they say ‘So-and-so watches 
this on TV? we want to watch if.” 

Coining home late from 
work, CathGaD was very aware 
of the temptation to keep her 
children, Lauren. 11, Thomas, 
nine and Nicholas, six, up. “In 
my previous job, I spent a lot of 



Sleep may not come easily 


time travelling. I’d get in and I 
hadn't seen much of them. But 
I had to get them off to bed be- 
cause of the busy day tomor- 
row.” Now that she gets home 
earlier, she continues with a 
fairly strict bedtime routine. 
“My husband Bill and I thinkit’s 
important for children to realise 
they’ve had their time, and 
that late evening is our time.” 

Dawn Canham. who edu- 
cates her daughters at home, 
agrees that there is a pressure 
from children to stay up later. 
“But it is important for me to 
have some time for me - maybe 
because I have them all day.” It 
is sometimes liard to balance 
the needs of her younger 
daughter Katie, five, with her 
eight-year-old, Rachel. “Rachel 
is allowed to read in bed until 
nine o'clock, and Katie wants to 
go to bed later because she 
knows Rachel’s still reading." 

What works best says 
Munro, is a strict bedtime rou- 
tine. “If you have to invent the 
wheel every night, it'll be hard- 
er Sometimes, all foe action's 
going on in the sitting-room and 
foe children are meant to just 
magically vanish. Of course, 
they don’t want to go.” 

“But if a child knows that this 
is what we do at weekdays and 
it’s later at weekends, you've 
got a better chance of co-oper- 
ation." Adult evenings become 
increasingly a thing of foe past 
“As children grow into the next 
stage of development, often 
bedtime is where it shows. 
Then, even if you’ve got the best 
routine in foe world, your child 
could suddenly move on and 
you have to renegotiate.” 

Parent Network, 0171-735 1214 
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Announcements 


For professional musicians there is 

ALWAYS HELP AT HAND FROM THE MUSICIANS 

Benevolent Fund. 

Help with stress and health problems. 
Help and advice on financial problems. 
Help that's given in absolute confidence. 
Please remember us in your will or send 

A DONATION. 

HELP! 

(DO YOU NEED SOMEBODY?) 

Musk' i.\ns Benevolent Fund. Ib Ocll Street. 
Ln-JimN wiP SJB Registered Charity No. 22808*. 
Telephone 01 ?> 63*4481. 


MUSICIANS 

BENEVOLENT FUND 



Gemini . hu m ? 4* 
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tirction*. GnpuMlkn [An 
>qnria> nl Genka. 
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0800 

216 351 
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Vara ftncncfc* eepaan 

Hw h jo ioinla* on one! 

m Hip hd a p ar n faw on SJufap 


Chat Lines 



0894 * 
88 6636 ., 

ONLyZSPpER MIN, 





Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor that apodal 
1M0. 1648-1999, meat tUea maB- 
afefe. Wool birthday gtfL Remem- 
ber Winn. Id: 01 81-763 6363. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 


Art Galleries 


BRITISH ANTIQUE DEALERS' 
ASSOCIATION FAIR Dutae o! 
Tort's Headquarters (Nr. Stosne 
Sqj Wntfs Rd. Chafcoa. 8W1 IT- 
23 March. Open I f-apm. Ctoas 
flies. 5:30pm Sun. S test day 
6:00pm. Charity Qala Thur. 18 
March B3Ma0pm Wins TRsdng 
Dinner IB March 7:30pm. mfo: 
0171-589 8108. 


Charities 


SOCIETY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF 
LADIES IN REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES 

Founded by the late Miss Edith Smallwood 
Charily Registration No. 205798 
* The Society assists, by charitable grants, ladies of British 
Nationality living alone on low incomes and domiciled in the 
British Isles. 

4c We welcome enquiries from those who may need our help or from 
those wishing to support the Society. 

A Preliminary Application Form and further information may be 
obtained from:- 
Tbe Secretary S.AX.R.C. (I), 

Lancaster House, 25 Hornyold Road, 

Malvern, Worcestershire YVR14 1QQ 


Legal Notices 


No. 001568 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 
INTERNATIONAL MARINE 
SYSTEMS LIMITED 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1WJ 
NiTnCE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
itui a IVuiion was nn 2nd March 
prvK-mcJ io Her Majesty's 
High Court of Justice for the 
•vnlirmalion ul the cntuelbrinn trf 
■be ahcrte-nann.il company's share 
premium atunnt. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said Pen Lion n 
dl reeled hi be heard before ihc 
Repaint ot the Companies Com 
M the Royal Courts of Justice, 
Strand. London WC2A ILL, on 
Wednesday Hill March IW 
ANY Creditor nr Share bolder nr 
the siiJ company desiring ro 
oppose [be makms trf an Onlcr for 
ihc awfirmjtion of ihc said 
camxTlilMO cf staaxv premium 
account should appear al Ihc lime 
of bearing in person or by Counsel 
tor that purpose 

A copy of lire uid Petition wdl be 
itirnished lo any sueb person 
requiring (he same by (be 
undenncniumcd Solicitors on 
payment of die rcgulaiuJ charge 
for the same. 

Dated this J5lh dn "f March IW 

S J Bonin A Co 

232 Gnyc In Rnd Unto 

WCUC8HB 

Rcfi«»ir>K5AS«CORr iJn&LlAp 
for dK afamt -named 

l iiuip ini 


INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
INTERFACE SYSTEMS 
INTERNATIONAL LTD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to Section 96 of dtc 
Insolvency Act 19S6 dial a 
Meeting of Creditors of the 
above named Company will be 
held ai Grant Tboraioo. 
Edinburgh House. Windsor 
Road, Slough, Berts SL1 2EE on 
17th March I9» ai 3 J0pm for 
the purposes menlional in 
SwtkifeVq w 10 1 of die said Acl 


A lot of ihc names and add: 
of die Company's Creditors may 
he inspected free of chaise 
between lOJXJjm and 5.onpm at 
Gram Thoraiou. Edinburgh 
House. Windsor Road. Skxigb. 
Berks SLI ZEE un the pro 
husme* days preceding ihc dole 
of (he Meeting. 

Crcdhon wishing to vote U (he 
meeting must (unless they arc 
invlnidiLtl crcdilur* attending in 
person) ensure their prows arc 
received at Gram Thornton. 
Edinburgh House, Windsor 
Road. Slough. Berks SLI ZEE no 
laier dun rruddii on die business 
day prowling die date vt ihc 
meeting. 

Dated March I Ufa 1999 
B> Order uT Board 
JOHN TERNES Director 


THE KSOLVENCT RLLE5 1906 
GRAYUNK TRANSPORT 
LIMITED 

CVUQUDAHOTi 

*4H)CE S HERBT OWN (xnin ■> fUe 
4.106 o' die htsoheacy Rider l*o dot 
iwfdn ftntii rf tom EWe Frctti t 
Ca * Boomitojr Sqa*v, londcm W71A 
iLF *e jfporeed bqudanr el Ae 
named Cortpana on 8 March !W bjr 
Marten and Geiurt 
auedlSUrth IW 
Simei nwnm dgedwr 


BIM 
BnkLlMm 
TRANS-MSHTERRANEAN 
FOODS UK LIMITED 
ta Ctctoai T u liu iur i B m tdw 
P rincipal Trwfla* Addra* 195 Grax 
Portland Sena, London, WIN JHA* 
1 Ocnwfafar Straa, homkm . WlJf 
LFZ 

WTO 6 H09BV QVIN tut la Frame 
LKemed bnutvency Piaa'aiona of fan 
turns Aaociares. Condsrt Hem*. ]4 
Condon Place. London W2 1{P mi 
appmnud Limldarot of Tranv- 
Mrailnnwan foods UK Umilrd - u 
IteMkononlUadi 19« 

M owStoo aho hae not ahuh dwe » 
ninaMdnnerrlBidltonMda 
d Mr Ian Nanus at Coadu* Hue*, Z* 
G»dM Hat*. Union W2 if? brim lo 


u»ctid ai wdi aodm. or « deU hemf 
Hr ertded ton fc beorfr of 
dsotidM nde Men wd> drift « 


imiiI 

Dated 9 1 
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losolrany Act 1986 
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Why do killers get a 
better deal than junkies? 


I RECENTLY learned from an 
old friend in Iowa that if you are 
caught in possession of a sin- 
gle dose of LSD in my native 
state you face a mandatory 
sentence of seven years in 
prison without parole. 

Never mind that you are, say 
18 years old and of previous 
good character; that this will 
ruin your life, that it will cost the 
state $25,000 a year to keep you 
incarcerated. Never mind that 
perhaps you didn’t even know 
you had the I5D- that a friend 
put it in the glovebax of your car 
without your knowledge or 
maybe saw police coming 
through the door at a party and 
shoved it into your land before 
you could react Never mind 

anyf»v faTiitelTOg 4«h YnnTtg faiii<N»s 

whatever This is America in the 
1990s and there are no excep- 
tions where drugs are con- - 
cemed. Sorry but that's the way 
it is. Next 

It would be nearly impossi- 
ble to exaggerate foe ferocity 
with which the US now prose- 
cutes drug offenders. In 15 
states you can.be sentenced to 
life in prison for owning a sin- 
gle marijuana plant Newt Gin- 
grich, when he was stfll House 
Speaker proposed that anyone 
caught bringing as little as two 
ounces ofmacguanamto the US 
should be imprisoned for life 
without possibility of parole. 
Anyone caught bringing more 
than two ounces would be ex- 
ecuted. A law to this effect is 
currently working its way 
through Congress. 

According to a 1990 study, 90 
percent ofaH first-time drug of- 
fenders in federal courts were 
sentenced to an average of five 
years in prison. Violent first- 
time offenders, by contrast, 
woe imprisoned less often and 
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received on average just four 
years in prison. You are, in 
short, less lflcety to go to prison 
for kicking an old lafry down the 
stairs than you are for being 
caught in possession of a sin- 
gle dose of any illicit drug. Call 
me soft, but that seems to me 
a trifle disproportionate. 

Please understand it is not 
remotely my intention here to 
speak in favour of drugs. I ap- 
preciate that drugs can mess 
you up in a big way. I have an 
old schoolmate who made one 
LSD voyage too many in about 
1977 and since that time has sat 
on a rocker on his parents’ 
porch examining the backs of 
his hands. So I know what 
drugs can do. I just haven't 
reached foe point where it 
seems to me appropriate to put 
to death someone for being 
foolish. Not many of my fellow 
countrymen would agree with 
me. It is foe dear and fervent 
wish of most Americans to put 
drug users behind bars, and 
they are prepared to pay almost 
any price to achieve this. The 
people of Texas recently voted 
down a $750m bond proposal to 
build new schools, but 
endorsed a $2bn bond for new 
prisons, mostly to house people 
convicted of drug offences. 

America’s prison population 


has more than doubled since 
1982. There are now 1.630,000 
prisoners.Sixtypercentoffed- 
eral prisoners are serving tone 
far non-violent offences, most- 
ly to do with drugs. America's 
prisons are crammed with non- 
violent petty criminals whose 
problem is a weakness for ille- 
gal substances. 

Because most drug offences 
carry mandatory sentences 
and exdude the possibility of 
parole, other prisoners are hav- 
ing to be released early to 
make room for all the new 
drug offenders pouring into 
the system. Inconsequence, the 
average convicted murderer 
in the US now serves less than 
six years, the average rapist 
just five. Moreover, once he is 

out, the murderer or rapist is 
immeffatety efcgfole for welfare, 
food stamps and other federal 
assistance. A convicted drug 
usei; no matter how desperate 
his circumstances may be- 
come, is denied these benefits 
for the rest of his fife. 

The persecution doesn’t end 
foere. My friend in Iowa once 
spent four months in a state 
prison for a drug offence. This 

was almost 20 years ago. He did 

his time and since then has 
been completely clean. Re- 
cently, he applied for a tempo- 
rary job with the Postal Service 
as a holiday relief mail sorter . 
Not onty did he not get the job, 
but a week or so later be re- 
ceived an affidavit thr eatening 
him vnth prosecution for failing 

to declare that he had a felony 

conviction involving dr um; 

The Postal Service runs 
background checks for convic- 
tions as a matter of routine - 
but only with respect to drugs. 
Had he killed his grandmother 
and raped his sister 25 years 


ago, he would in all likelihood 
have got the job. 

It gets more amazing. The 
government can seize your 
property if it was used in con- 
nection with a drug offence, 
even, if you did not know it In 
Connecticut, according to a re- 
cent article in foe Atlantic 
Monthly magazine, a federal- 
prosecutor named Leslie C 
Ohra m ade a name for herself 
by seizing the property of al- 
most anyone even tangentially 
connected with a drug offence 
- including a couple in their 
eighties whose grandson was 
found to be selling mari j uana 
out of his bedroom. The couple 
had no idea of course. They lost 
the house anyway. (Soon after; 
Ohra’s own 18-year-old son was 
arrested for selling LSD out of 
his mother’s car and alleged 
also to have sold drugs fromher 
house. She was merety trans- 
ferred to another assignmen t) 
The saddest part of this zeal- 
ous vindictiveness is that it 
swupty does not work America 
spends $50bn a year fi ghting 
drugs, andyet drug use goes on 
and oa The government enacts 
increasingly draconian laws 
until we find ourselves at the 
ludicrous point where foe 
Speaker of the House can se- 
riously propose to execute peo- 

pte- strap them toa gurney and 
snuff out their lives - for pos- 

RWKanfl fkn * ■ i - j- 
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of two bottles of vodka. 

My solution to the problem 
would be to take that $ 50 bn and 
spend it on rehabilitation and 
prevention. Some of it could be 
used to take coachloads at 
youngsters to look at that 
schoolmate of mine on his Iowa 
porch, I am sure it would per- 
suade most of them not to try 
drugs in the first place. - • 


J 

*> f 


‘But I’m 
not tired!’ 

rhit Hrpn’s bedtime needn't bea ^ 
battleground, as long as you time 
it right. By Caroline Millar 
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It s not just Britain’s ancient buildings that need preserving. High-rise council flats play a part in our history, too. By James Fisher 
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What’s 



storey? 


T he phrase “listed 
h mMmg w s ummons 
up estate agents’ 
descriptions of flat- 
fronted Georgian 
houses, andent half- 
timbered manors 
and romantic country piles - the 
words have a magic and resonance 
not usually associated vwth 20th-cen- 
tury blocks of council flats. But in- 
creasingly as history rolls forward, 
buildings from the recent past are 
being given the same status as 
those designed by Wren or Adam. 

Isokon Flats in Camden, north 
London, and Keeling House, in the 
city’s East End, are two such ex- 
amples: both are modernist; exper- 
imental; made from concrete; 
council-owned - and both are der- 
ehcL Keeling House was designed 
by National Theatre architect Sir 
Denys Lasdun, as a post-war at- 
tempt to recreate the pre-war ter- 
raced neighbourhoods of Bethnal 
Green vertically. The 64-flat “cluster 
block" is listed grade Q* but has 
been boarded up for four years. 
Isokon Flats has been vacant for less 
time and its status is even higher - 
grade I listed. Designed by Wells 
Coates in 1932, the flats were the first 
to be built in Britain in the fufly mod- 
ern style, and they had illustrious 
early tenants, including Agatha 
Christie, Henry Moore, Walter Gro- 
pius and Marcel Breuer- the latter 
were modernist architects fleeing 
Naa Germany Breuer went an to de- 
sign the building's famo us Isobar 
There is no serious argument 
over the architectural importance of 
the two buildings, but listing them 
has presented the two councils that 
own them with such serious eco- 
nomic problems that each is now try- 
ing to sefl them. 

Tim Ravenscroft, the Tower 
Hamlets borough housing officer re- 
sponsible for Keeling House, previ- 
ously worked as an architect and 
appreciates its architectural quali- 
ties, but argues that in his current 
posifioohehastobepsracticaL“The 
design is interesting and fulfils its 
function, but it is the construction 
which is problematic. On a prag- 
matic level we have serious housing 
and funding problems. It is even 


costing us money to keep it empty” 

TnfhppastHi g r mm/»ilhaw<'flf1 f *d 
Keeling House “a running sore” on 
its funds and, after a foiled attempt 
to restore ft with the Peabody Hrist 
housing charity, it is now grpiwmg 
whether the private sector can take 
the building off its hands Confiden- 
tial negotiations are being conduct- 
ed with a develcsper, but significant 
doubts remain about the viability of 
restoring the bnildmg, which would 
cost several millions. 

Dickon Robinson, development 
director ofthe Peabody Trust, says: 
“There is a dilemma involved with 
these interesting buHdmgs, and ft is 
a fundamental question: do you 
save them by carving ttipm up anri 
flogging them off, or treat them as 
special cases and return them to 
their original state?” 

. In 1996, Robinson and the trust at- 
tempted to do the latter fay restor- 
ing Keeling House and bringing it 
back into use as rented accommo- 
dation with an unsuccessful bid to 
the Heritage Lottery Ffind. “We 
were cautious about long-term 
mafatenanrg and decided it was not 
acceptable to skimp on ft. This 
made the bid too expensive as far as 
the fund was concerned.” 

Since then there have been other 
rescue attempts at Keeling House: 
more has resulted manywork an the 
building that continues to decay “It 
undermines the whole neighbour- 
hood to have this disintegrating 
monster in the middle of it,” Robin- 
son admits. So, the future of Keel- 
ing House remains in the balance. 
If this attempt to save it foils, Tower 
Hamlets will have to api^y flu: list- 
ed building consent to demolish it 

The situation at Isokon Flats is 
nxre optimistic. Like its illustrious 
o riginal tenants, the building re- 
mains popular It is also better locat- 
ed than Keeling House, smaller; 
and it would costless to restore, £2m 
being the estimated figure. 

Isokon also has powerful friends: 
architect Sr Nonnan Fbster has said 
it is one of his favourite buildings; 
Lady Patty Hopkms, wife of Sir Mi- 
chael - both architects - went to a 
recent meeting about the building’s 
future; Lord Rogers apologised for 
not being able to attend; a trust has 




House (top), while Camden's grade I fisted 
flat (right), has weighty friends 


been set up to rescue it; and mod- 
ern architecture conservation group 
DoCoMoMo UK is on the case. 
DoCoMoMo UK co-ordinator 

Aflp ff f fonrongham admit s - “Kw»Hiig 

House and Isokon have similar 
problems in that any prospect of sett- 
ing or letting has to take into account 

t he high cost, nf repairs. But WpaKng 

has a particular problem in its lo- 


cation, whereas Isokon is in a bour- 
geois area and can be desirable with- 
in that context” 

He says Isokon is “as dose to 
ewant-gorde as England will ever 
get” and it is worth saving for its 
technical innovations,' modern 
movement architecture and com- 
munitarian social programme. “I 
hope ft won't need to become accuse 


calibre but Camden should be 
aware that influential eyes are 
watching what ft does,” he says. 

Despite this, there are significan t 
problems at Isokxm. As well as then- 
dilapidated state, the flats are very 
small, having been conceived as 
“minimum flats” designed to offer a 
(heap alternative to digs. A market 
solution to this would be to create 


Larger flats by knocking down parti- 
tion walls and sell them at a premi- 
um. But this approach is ruled out 
bylsokon's listing So alternative so- 
lutions will have to be sought. 

Betterthan most people, architect 
John McAslan knows what it will 
take to return Isokon to use “Whafs 
there is pretty basic and in a poor 
state. AO flats are in varying degrees 
of dereliction.” he says. “ML take 
time and be a costly job to restore 
ft. It needs a high degree of engi- 
neering structurally and acoustic- 
ally, to make it acceptable today.” 

His practice became involved at 
Isokon in 1995, when English Her- 
itage pressurised Camden into 
doing something about its deterio- 
rating condition. McAslan made the 
building watertight and created a 
show flat from the one formerly lived 
in by Agatha Christie. 

He favours the {dan to sell Isokon 
to a private developer who could re- 
store it But he is a realist, and says: 
“If it proves impossible to repair ft 
in its original arrangement then 
other means wiD have to be sought” 

The Peaboty Trust and Dickon 
Robinson have no doubts about the 
answer at Isokon, but recognise it 


would not produce the sort of wind- 
fall return the council would like 
from the building’s sale. “Wte would 
want to restore it reopen the Isobar 
and rent the flats and bed-sits out 
to people on low incomes who want- 
ed to live there and are prepared to 
accept that the accommodation is 
not up to modern space standards.” 

Councils owning modern archi- 
tecture will always argue it is the 
very things for which they were list- 
ed - their experimental nature, in- 
novative forms and construction 
techniques - that makes them too 
expensive to keep going 

I .isting experimental modern 
buildings remains highly contenti- 
ous; listing public sector experimen- 
tal modern buildings is even more 
problematic. But, as the recent up- 
grading of Isokon to grade I shows, 
it is a course English Heritage and 
the Culture Department seem de- 
termined to pursue. But, says, Allen 
Cunningham: “Councils responsi- 
bilities are not purely social, they’re 
cultural too. They are always prepar- 
ed to look after a I2tb century 
church, but it is just not sustainable 
to argue that only pre-20th century 
buildings are worth preserving" 


Cities need muscle as well as heart 


The Government is setting up a new body to ensure quality modern building. But, unlike its predecessor, will it have any real power? By James Fisher 



■hen Culture Sec- 
retary Cforis Smith 

announced in De- 
cember his inten- 
tion to create a 
new body charged with “champi- 
oning good architecture”, the sigh 
of relief from the architectural com- 
munity was audible. At last the 
Labour G o ve r nment seemed to be 
making good on some of the promis- 
es it made in.its manifesto. 

Smith said the new body -with 
the working title of Architecture 
Commission - would “combine the 
design review role of' the Royal 
Fine Art Commission with an en- 
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znficant grant-giving powers”. He 
then set up an implementation 
grouptoadvige on how the new body 
would best fulfil its remit . . 

The im pleme ntation group had 
its first meeting this month and con- 
sists of figures well respected with- 
in the industry. Interviews for the 
chairman ofthenew body a™ fike- 
fy to take place later this month. 
Names befog touted for the role in- 
clude the director of tiro year's Gbs- 
.gow architecture festival Deyan 
Sufc Sunday Times architecture 
correspondent Hugh- Pearman, 
Architects ' 'Journal editor Paul 
Finch and Architecture Founda- 
tion director Iaicy Musgrave. So 
far so good. " 

But concerns are surfacing that 
the panel's remit does not include 
a discussion of the new body’s role 
asefiampfonforarehitoett^ 
looks likebeing little more than the 
RFAC .with grant-giving bells on. . 
The grandly tided RFA'C was always 
caught in the invidious position of 
having Influence but ho teeth. 



The Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion under Lord Fhwsley left, 
supported Zaba Hadid’s 
design for the Cardiff Bay 
opera house, above, and pre- 
vented an office block from 
being built over 'Waterloo 
Station's Eurostar terminal, 
flu* left. Yet It had little actual 
power - it is hoped that the 
Government vrafl give the new 
body some real muscle 

Glynn Griffiths. 


diarged with uphol(£ng national de- 
sign standards without the aKEty to 

implement any As Tom Stoppard 
wrote about the House of Lords, it 
exercised responsibility without 
power - the prerogative of the eu- 
nuch throughout the ages. 

The property developer and ar- 
chitectural patron Lord Palumbo 
cautions: “The substitute body 
won’t make much of an impact un- 
less ft is voted wider powers by Par- 


liament" He suggests that a 
starting point for the new body 
“the very minimum ”, should be a 
proactive role in education with 
the aim of putting architecture on 
the curriculum. 

I^MaEett, toe director the ar- 
chitectural communications spe- 
cialist Wordsearch, says toe new 
champion for architecture must 
continue the work done by the 
HFAC in using its position to “tan - 


barrass T ’(fovelopere into improving 

their buildings. T observed at first 
hand how the RFAC performed. 
When [Lord St John of] Fa wsley ar- 
rived as chairman, he raised the 
stakes and, while other bodies stood 
on toe sidelines while a lot of tosh 
got built, the RFAC had a general- 
ly positive effect” 

The RFAC under Fawsley sup- 
ported the chal l e n ging designs of 
Saha Hadid for toe Cardiff Bay 


Opera House, and directly inter- 
vened to preserve the Internation- 
al Terminal at Waterloo Station 
from mutilation fay stopping an of- 
fice block being built over it While 
ft was sometimes criticised as being 
the personal fiefdom of Eawsley the 
RFAC was never less than robust in 
expressing its views and could not 

ho f>hor fiCtfirised flganything n thw 
than independent 

Mallett suggests this robustness 


should be maintained but warns 
against increasing the power of the 
new commission: “It would be a 
complete nightmare to give it the 
ability to stop a building because of 
the way it looks. That would have a 
huge economic knock-on." 

But Lord Palumbo says: “Wider 
powers is the crucial thing. I always 
thought the weakness of the RFAC 
was that it didn't have real powers. 
It was an advisory body and its ad- 


vice could be taken or ignored. The 
new body needs more powers and 
a wider remit whether it wfll be 
given them I very much doubt" 

Scepticism is probably advis- 
able, given the Government’s mixed 
record on architecture. While in op- 
position, as in so many other areas 
of policy, Labour promised much. It 
made all the right noises and some 
of the right moves - elevating 
Richard Rogers to the House of 
Lords as a Labour pees for instance. 
Even after the election, the omens 
still seemed good: Mark Fisher, a 
friend of Rogers, was appointed Arts 
Minister with the responsibility 
for delivering the Government’s 
architecture policy. This policy 
was expected to include a commit- 
ment to quality design for all gov- 
ernment buildings. 

The good news for architects 
continued with the creation of the 
Urban Task Bbrce, chaired by Lord 
Rogers, to look at the vexed prob- 
lem of housing Rut on the archi- 
tecture policy everything went quiet 
until last August's Cabinet reshuf- 
fle when Mark Fisher lost his job, 
with no policy to show for 15 
months' grind. 

If toe Government wants to be a 
reforming administration, it should 
give the champion for architecture 
real muscle. aDowingit to workboth 
inside government and in the pri- 
vate sector Grant-giving and design 
review should be part of the new 
body’s work, not its only job. 

It should have a wider- ranging 
brief, taking in Lottery projects, ed- 
ucation initiatives, research and 
all government-funded buddings. 
This might not quite amount to a 
policy but it would get dose to it 
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In Shakespeare’s shadow 

It’s time to stop using Shakespeare as a stick to beat Ben Jonson.The RSC open a new production 
next week of his masterly comedy Volpone and Paul Taylor asks why critics consistently get him wrong 



With Laurence Boswell’s update of 'Bartholomew Rur’ at the Young Vic, above, the RSC is championing Jonson in both Stratford and London Bin Cooper 


hose of us who 
believe that Ben 
Jonson’s Volpone is 
the greatest noa- 
Shakespearean, 
non-romantic com- 
edy in the language 
have the chance to put that per- 
ception to the test once again When 
Lindsay Posner's new RSC pro- 
duction opens at Stratford next 
week. Even the bare central idea of 
this Jacobean classic brings an ap- 
preciative smile to the lips: a Venet- 
ian magnifico, assisted by his clever 
parasite, pretends to be mortally fll 
as part of a scam to ensure a 
stream of visits from greedy legacy- 
hunters. who, laden with glittering 
bribes, fall over each other in the 
hope of being made bis heir. 

The extent to which this mas- 
terpiece is so much more than that 
bare idea continues to be under- 
estimated both in the theatre and 
by critics. Ilfs par for foe course, 
perhaps, that a newspaper hack, 
responding to Matthew Warchus’s 
recent National Theatre staging, 
should pontificate in serene error 
that one must “always beware of a 
play that sets up its central joke tin 
this case that Volpone will do any- 
thing, go anywhere, sell anyone for 
treasure) early and then sticks toft”. 
It is more disconcerting when a 
similar insensitivity is displayed by 
a big-shat hack of academe. 

Strenuously hyped but rather 
less than epoch-making, Harold 
Bloom's new book, Shakespeare: 
The Invention of the Human, ob- 
stinately indulges in the bankrupt 
game of using the Bard as a stick 
for beating Jonson. That practice 
looks particularly salty in view of the 
fact that with Laurence Boswell's 
ingenious Netting Hill Carnival up- 
date of Bartholomew Pair running 
at the Young Vic, the RSC is now 
championing Ben Jonson in both 
wings of its operation. Bloom slight- 
ingly refers to the latter's characters 
as “satiric ideograms' 1 , concept- 
bearing wind-up toys, clockwork 
obsessions. Volpone and his para- 
site. Mosca, may, like foe legacy 
hunters, have names that associate 
them with a bestiary rather than 
with human society (“fox” .“fly” 
etc>, but the brilliance of the play- 
quite apart from the hilarity of foe 
situations Jonson engineers - lies 
in the intricately layered kinlty psy- 
chology of the relationship between 
hero and sidekick; it also lies in the 
way the comedy homes in on the 
scam when it has already been 
running for three years, creating 
boredoms and tensions in foe trick- 
ster’s household that the wily par- 
asite can exploit for bis own ends. 

In his imaginative interest in 
the grotesque and in driven cupid- 
ity, Jonson has strong affinities 
with a strand of 19th-century Russ- 
ian drama. Alexander Ostrovsky’s 


famously banned A Family Affair 
also features a case where voracious 
egotism overreaches itself and 
where an employee-worm turns. Its 
plot charts how a clerk harnesses 
his master's greed to his own ad- 
vantage. By helping him feign bank- 
ruptcy so as to defraud creditors, the 
clerk manages to swindle the boss 
of all his tangible assets. Actually, 
though, it is the differences be- 
tween Jonson's and Ostrovsky’s 
worlds that prove revealing. 

Unlike the bourgeois personnel 
in the Russian play, Volpone has no 
need of extra money: he is rolling 
in wealth. 1 1? s for foe intellectual kick 
that he indulges in his arduous 
con-game, which makes him both 
better and worse than his tunnel- 
visioned dupes. Besides, in the 
Ostrovsky there is a normative so- 
cial structure. In the Jonson, the 
scaffolding of Venetian law and gov- 
ernment is all askew- manned, to 
a man, by corrupt officers, all with 
an eye on foe main chance. The two 
virtuous characters are righteous- 
ly ample-minded and selfdeceived 

Harold Bloom has apparently 


neglected to read the finest postwar 
Jonson scholars - Anne Barton, 
John Creaser and Ian Donaldson - 
and so is dead to those fascinating 
oscillations in foe dramatist be- 
tween an impulse to classical sever- 
ity and a temperamental love of the 
unruly and grotesque. Lindsay 
Posner's distinguished CV bristles 
with more productions of new plays 
than of classical revivals. He was, 
for example, the first British direc- 
tor to stage Ariel Dorfmara’s chilling 
probe into the post-totalitarian psy- 
che, Death and the Maiden, and he 
is a keen champion of the German 
repertoire, ancient and modern. 
Vblpone marks his debut with foe 
RSC and he clearly brings to the 
preparation both a fresh eye and an 
appetite for historical research. 
Ask him about a character like 
Lady Would-Be, the English tourist 
abroad with her absurd preten- 
sions to learning and her fatal ten- 
dency to accuse the wrong people 
of being courtesans, and Posner 
treats you to a learned low-down on 
the literacy cultivation of the Venet- 
ian prostitute in this period. They 


were, apparently, highly erudite 
creatures, since one of the expected 
stages of seduction was the enter- 
tainment of the client with discus- 
sion of literature and music -rathe 1 
as if the denizens of today’s Shep- 
herd Market were to beguile cus- 
tomers with bright apergus about 
The Satanic Verses or foe latest 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber before get- 
ting down to business. 

Contemporary parallels crop up 
in Posner's talk, too. Most directors 
and critics see it as just an irksome 
penalty of Volpone’s scam that he 
has to spend so much time stuck in 
bed being spuriously slavered over 
by contemptible types and regard 
his growing boredom with this 
stifling routine as the beginning of 
the end. Posner; invoking such mod- 
em recluses as John Paul Getty and 
Michael Jackson, views it foe other 
way round. This production will 
imply that, at some deep leveL, the 
con game is Volpone’s elaborate 
rationalisation of the terror of going 
out Posner points to the cunning 
with which Mosca dangles the 
prospect of defiling foe virtuous 


Celia -a tactical piece of temptation 
which lures his master from foe 
stagnant safety of his blasphemous 
bedroom and into the first panicky 
realisation that neither he nor his 
scam is immortal. 

There have been incisive recent 
stagings of the piece. But, invariably 
something has either gone missing 
(as when Nicholas Hytaer excised 
the Would-Bes from his coruscating 
Almeida production) or been Intru- 
sively added (as when Matthew 
Vferchus at foe National tacked on 
a prologue which, affecting to admit 
us to the hero’s nightmares, showed 
him bong pursued through a swirl 
of connected rooms by predatory 
black-caped legacy hunters. 

I suggested to Posner that this 
Jacobean prequel bad foe effect of 
pre-empting the play, establishing 
in one fen swoop that insecurity in 
foe hero which Jonson lets seep out 
much more subtly. He agreed and 
made the further point that this 
febrile dumbshow implied that 
\btp<xiehasaaxiscieixxwfaich this 
director begs leave to doubt So what 
would the hero have nightmares 


about? Posner thinks his dream 
world would be full of Images of his 
own flesh rotting. It's a terror of 
death, he believes, that has given 
Vblpone his fetish for hard, spiritless, 
sterile gold, a glittering but illusory 
counterweight to a world of sleaze, 
shit, blood and mortality. 

So, a masterpiece foal brilliancy 
culminates in two courtroom scenes 
- foe first a false, foe second a gen- 
uine climax- still awaits a produc- 
tion that does it full justice. WDl this 
be foe one? With his background in 
new plays, which receive a standard 
four weeks’ rehearsal at foe Royal 
Court, Posner is luxuriating in foe 
10 weeks afforded fw the classics at 
the RSC. That timespan has proved 
a Godsend, since early in foe re- 
hearsal process foe cast was hit by 
chicken-pax. Now, though, they are 
fighting fit and raring to demon- 
strate that, compared with the 
warped psychological diseases they 
have to inhabit in this great come- 
dy, mere chicken-pox is way down 
on the sickness scale. 

RSC Stratford: 01789 295623 



Eager to 
please 

cabaret 

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN 

BARBICAN 

LONDON 

I CAN see Michael Feinstein aged 
about nine. To foe delight of his 
mother (at least) he must have 
been a piano prodi^’, doing songs 
from the shows at weddings and bar- 
mitzvahs, At my barmitzvah I wore 

a velvet jacket tit teas the SevwibesJ 

so imagine my surprise whenrem- ; 
stein walked on to foe vast Barbican 
stage wearing the very some hem. 

Okay rm exaggerating, but he 
was sporting somethingsuspfciousty 
similar, topped off with a smite as 
permanent as the creases m his 
lounge-suit trousers. But then that’s 
what Feinstein is: an upmarket 
lounge act. Sorry I got that wrong, 
Michael Feinstein is an acclaimed 
contemporary pop vocal stylist At 
least that's what the programme 
says, on the same page as an ad- 
vertisement for foe Michael Fein- 
stein Appreciation Society. He has 
made a formidable career as a 
matchless archiv-isL'performer of 
The Great American Songbook. 
After six years as Ira Gershwin’s 
a man uensis, he began performing 
trunkloads of material, and his in- 
credibly extensive repertoire in- 
cludes all foe Tin Pan Alley greats. 

He has a treasure trove of little- 
known gems at his fingertips. Rmcy 
bearing Johnny Mercer’s complete 
lyrics to “Too Marvellous for 
Words"? Feinstein's your man. 
Fancy a swift spin through the witty, 
uptempo “Rhode Island is Famous 
Fbr You", a smart. Stotes-wide list- 
song inducting the line “Pencils 
come from Pennsylvania/ Vests from 
Vtest Virginia...”? He’ll do it The 
problem is just how he does it 

On this occasion, he and his 
grand piano were surrounded by a 
six-piece band playing fit to bust Un- 
fortunately. the sound mix was so 
bass-bound that his piano-playing 
could often barely be heard. He 
does his own arrangements, cun- 
ningly slipping no less foanlS Gersh- 
win melodies into the accom- 
paniment. to “Embraceable You". All 
very devec but beneath the skill and 
foe sentimentality there's remark- 
ably little happening. His high bari- 
tone voice is unyielding and 
curiously inexpressive. 

There are cocktail pianists foe 
world oven however, who would 
chop off their limbs for his keyboard 
skills. At two points he asks for re- 
quests, producing on-the-spot med- 
leys with lush accompaniments full 
of Gershwin -style chromatic har- 
monic progressions and gambolfiRg 
arpeggios. It's the strongest part of 
foe act, the tension dropping away 
as he thinks his way through unre- 
hearsed music. Elsewhere, you wish 
he’d calm down. When someone 
asked for “Cest Si Bon" - made fa- 
mous by Eartha Kitt - he launched 
into a purring impersonation. What- 
ever he’s on, he should lower foe 
dosage. At some level, he’s still a kid 
- all too eager to please. 

David Benedict 



The ghost 


the GHOST of Old Hamlet comes in 
all shapes and sizes. In Richard 
Eyre's memorable Royal Court stag- 
ing. the revenant spook emerged, in 
a guttera! blast from the cellarage 
of his son's innards. He didn't exist 
as an external reality, but as a voice 
and an imperative inside his hoc rve 
even seen a Japanese production in 
which foe ghost appeared as a blue 
lambent flame, darting and teasing 
like an eschatological TinkerbeU. 

For puzzling strangeness, though, 
foe palm must go to foe treatment 
dreamt up by Christopher Geelan's 
otherwise admirably plain, honest 
and. therefore, compelling Theatre 
Unlimited production now playing at 
Greenwich. Here the ghost is pre- 


sented as a Chorus of the inhabitants 
of Elsinore (Claudius, Gertrude, 
Polonius etc), its voice shifting from 
one section to another. This ap- 
proach certainly makes Hamlet's 
closet scene with Gertrude look a 
mite overcrowded, and there's none 
of foe wringing pathos that comes 
from the ghost's doseness to his un- 
witting former wife. 

It may be that I have failed to fol- 
low foe emotional logic of this in- 
terpretation, but, given that we have 
it on impartial authority that old 
Hamlet was a most singular man. ft 
seems counterproductive to convey 
him as though he were foe social 
product of his posterity. A tall lean 
figure, awkwardly buttoned into a 


in the machinery 


Theatre 

HAMLET 

GREENWICH THEATRE 
LONDON 

dark modern suit, and given to pop- 
ping on a pair of heavy framed 
specs whoever he adopts his whim- 
sically barbed antic disposition, Ru- 
pert Wickham's Hamlet is 
wonderfully fresh and involving. 
Unlike the personnel of a certain pro- 
duction of Macbeth currently in the 
West End, Geelan's cast know their 
way round foe shifting sonic archi- 
tecture of an iambic tine. Because 
of this increasingly rare skill, Wick- 
ham, who shifts between passionate 


intellectual and sardonic alternative 
comedian, can really engage you in 
foe life of Hamlet's mind 
Theatre Unlimited hare a specific 
remit to reach out to schools and 
community groups and while they 
are hae,sc»ne 19 schools will be per- 
forming experimental re-workings 
of Hamlet under their aegis. The 
easy thing would have been to cre- 
ate, within budgetary constraints, a 
production which pander ed to foe 
prejudices of our predominantly vi- 
sual culture. Instead foe company 
have had the courage to mount a ver- 
sion in which, as the overwhelmingly 
teenage audience at foe opening 
night proved you hang on to every 
word A much more stretching, en- 


joyable and educative experience to 
be reminded why, m A Midsummer 
Night’s Dreamy Theseus greets foe 
prospect of foe mechanical's ama- 
teur dramatics with the now foreign- 
sounding remark; “I will hear that 
play.” This Hamlet may have its 
rough and ready aspects and one or 
two moments where it foils to attend 
to foe implications of foe story 
(would foe cagey Claudius realty give 
audience to Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstem and Polonius while in 
the dead-grvaaway posture of pray- 
ing, or trying to, in foe chapel?) 

But - and this is no mean achieve- 
ment - it makes you hear this mas- 
terpiece as if for foe first time. 

Paul Taylor 



THIS WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS 


Today On this day in 1982 the 
big theatrical event was not on 
stage but in court when 
Michael Bogdanov went on trial 
on a criminal charge of 
directing foe allegedly indecent 
The Romans in Britain. 

Howard Brentoo's play 
featuring a male rape had been 
denounced by foe drama critic 
Mary Whitebouse, but the brave 
Attorney-General stopped foe 
trial - and the fun - next day. 

Tomorrow In 1898 artist Aubrey 
Beardsley came to his own jin 
de siecle. (tying foe way a lead- 
ing Decadent and Yellow Book 
illustrator would want to go: of 
TB in France. “Yes. We Have No 
No Bananas" was published in 
1923; some said the song owed 
its tune to the Halleliqah 
Chorus. Try it in foe bath. 

Wednesday In a dreadful 



warning to whoever succeeds 
Ted Hughes, Poet Laureate 
Colley Cibber was summoned to 
court by Captain Hercules 
Vinegar (alias novelist Henry 
Fielding) on a charge of murder 
- of the English language. 

Thursday Was Ivan so Terrible? 
Probably. He died in 1584, 
allegedly from sorrow after 
killing his son, but to his credit 
inspired the film epic of Eisen- 
stein the Terribly Good. 


Friday Edgar Rice Burroughs 
died in 1950; as well as creating 
Tarzan, the aristocratic apeman, 
he wrote The Chessmen of 
Mars, The Wizard qfVmts and 
a sequence of novels set inside a 
hollow Earth. 

Saturday In 1917 Vera Lynn 
was bom as the less harmo- 
nious-sounding Vera Welch; the 
“Ponces Sweetheart” hit the 
charts with “We’ll Meet Again” 
and “White Cliffs of Dover", 
neither of which, oddly enough, 
have been re-issued in a 
drumVbass remix. 

Sunday In 1969 John Lennon 
and Yoko Ono gave peace a 
chance by staying in bed; on 
honeymoon at the Amsterdam 
Hilton they staged their “Beds 
in Peace” demonstration. 

Jonathan sale 


A green and pleasant city 


IF PERCY Thrower were still with 

us. his favourite YB A would be Anya 

Gallacdo. Known for her monu- 
mental installa tions of natural mat- 
ter left to decay - hundreds of 
oranges, 10,000 roses, chains of red 
gerberas and 34 tons of ice - the 
artist has of late turned to more 
green-fingered projects. She trans- 
formed the lawn outside London's 
Serpentine Gallery in 1997, planting 
wild flowers and vegetables in all 
the bare patches. Now though, in 
Glasgow, Gallacdo is engaged in a 
spot of rather more dramatic con- 
tainer gardening, 

Partofaseries of one-off projects 
commissioned by Traxnway in found 
spaces across foe city, while foe 
venue is dosed for redevelopment, 
Glaschu is housed in a grand, Vic- 
torian building in foe final stages of 
renovation to its former splendour 
In one high-ceiltnged room, foe 


Visual Arts 

ANYA GALLACCIO: GLASCHU 

the old court house 

GLASGOW 

artist has designed andplanted a Uv- 
ing carpet of tiny plants and flowers 
in a temporary concrete Boon Ini- 
tially inspired by the way weeds and 
bushes grow through the roofs and 
windows of derelict buildings, Gal- 
lacdo took her design from the 
archives of Glasgow’s Templeton 
Carpet Factory The work takes its 
title from the Gaelic word for Glas- 
gow, Glaschu, meaning “dean green 
place", playing on the city’s histor- 
ical and contemporary identity. 

The design and the building refer 
back to Glasgow's great days as 
second tity of foe Empire (foe build- 
ing was lavishly built using money 
from foe tobacco trade), while the 


contrast of concrete to vulnerable- 
looking greenery barks back to the 
unsympathetic redevelopment of 

the dty in foe 1960s. There is an au- 
tobiographical aspect to the work 
too, in that Gallacdo was born in 
Glasgow, but her family moved to 
London when she was a toddler It 


sen- 


as foe title suggests, anda more dis- 
tanced reflection on the idea of ori- 
gin and putting down roots. The 
concrete, the unfinished restora- 
tion work and foe chill air in the in- 


rose-tinted perspective. 

Glaschu was conceived as a 
gpeen tine-drawing to be seen from 

a balcony above but owing to safe- 
ty problems in the venue, this isn't 
possible. This is a pity as the effect 
of foe work as a whole is slightly di- 
minished fay that lack of an overview. 


, l Ul 

other pleasures. The high-cei 
nre put into bizarre relief by t 
tiny signs of life; you feel sira 
neously dwarfed by the space ; 
dumsv JVimmmit a! 


across a secret garden in foe mi 
dteof foe dty, not some hazy, si 
jrahcbed paraffise-thisis, afteri 
Glasgow, where the daffodils are 
out yet - but a quiet comer whe 
Post, present and future ming le 



z w «jrasis - its hard men, friend- 
*y people, poverty architectural ridi- 
os, concrete housing and mueb- 
™ deai; green places -GaDacdo’s 
Glaschu makes perfect sense.’ 

Tb25Apm 

Elisabeth mahonet 
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Silicon Graphics Onyx workstations allow NYSE staff to navigate through continuously updated trading information in real time and in 3D 

Wall Street goes 3D 

The New York Stock Exchange adds a new dimension to dealing. By Stephen McLaren 


I fyou are still uncomfortable 
with the idea of lucre being 
less about paper and mare 
about electronic pulses 
criss-crossing the financial 

computer networks ot the, 
world* then dotft think, about visit 
ing the New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE) in the near future. 

Last week, alter three years of 
development, the world's largest 
equities market - and the biggest 
name in WaH Street, booted up the 
first-ever 3D virtual trading floor 
This meant that a real-time model 
of all the business currently taking 
place was near instantaneously 
evoked in agraph-heayyTfed^^ 
landscape projected on to a 7ft 
square video wafi. The business of 
graphically representing how 800 
million shares a day are traded 
was under way. 

The “3D Trading Floor* C3DTF) 
uses state-of-the-art technology, 
including flat-screen moni- 

tors and Silicon Graphics Onyx 
workstations to allow stock ex- 
change staff to navigate through 
continuously updated trading 
information in real time and in 
three dimensions. 

Although the installation is an 
impressive piece of eye candy and 
will be used as a telegenic backdrop 
for television news reports, the 

3DTF is not a toy; it fulfils some key 
objectives for the operations staff at 
the stock exchange. 


txf 







In the first instance, its compos- 
ite modelling of evary trade into an 
ever-fluctuating series of graphs 
qtriddy^ enables staff to monitor how 
busy , the networks are and to iden- 
tify possible stress, points. If the 
market is heading towards a crash 
or the volume of trade is overload- 
ing the computer servers, the 
model’s real-time image will show 
where the danger Is. 

And, with recent global financial 
events demonstrating that bouts of 
market instability currently seem 
endemic, the 3DTF provides a 
powerful analytical tool 

‘After dose of day we simulate 
market failure. We’re continually 
verifying the model against other 
sources of the same data to make 
sure that it is representing those 
exceptional conditions correctly" 
says Anne Allen, whose role, as the 
senior vice-president responsible 

for floor operations, is to ensure that 

the stock market runs smoothly 
and efficiently. 

Since the data and the model are 
continuously backed-up, operations 
staff can travel back and forth in time 
within the model to examine in 

greater detail hew it was that certain 

situations arose. Combine that with 
the ability to zoom in with ever 
greater detail down to the level of 
individual stocks and how they are 
being traded, then system events, 
such as the rush to purchase a cer- 
tain stock based on insider trading, 


can be investigated retrospectively. 

Whn Street has a tradition of 
embracing cuttmg-edge informa- 
tion technology. From the stock 
ticker of 1867 and the installation ot 
telephones on the trading floor in 
1878 tothe wirde ss handsets of.ftie 
1890s, the NYSE has always recog- 
nised that, the trading of stock is 
ftgsantifiTfy ar mformatiim exchang e 
and that, therefore, it benefits from 
technologies which make it more 
transparent and reliable. So now, 
with the 3DTE users can visually 


Will the talents of 
traders change as 
they learn to surf the 
3D world in search 
of a bargain trade? 


surf the data world that at its core, 
the stock exchange essentially is. 

However; are people property 
equipped to immerse themselves in 
such a dynamic 3D model? “We’ve 
spent a lot of time on usability,” 
saysMs ADen. 

“Ifyou don’t do the 3D well or if 
you do the animation badly, you can 
reaDy upset users when they look at 

(he screen because it can almost 
make you feel sea-sick. It can also 


be unsettling if you are flying 
through space that isn’t normal 
space to fly through, or if you are 
doing it too fast or too abruptly” 
Creating such data-rich yet 
instantly navigable virtual spaces. 
. isn’t an established business, so 
■ who are the designers? Video game 
developers? Television studios? No 
-a good okHashioned architecture 
practice is behind the design of the 
3DTF. Hani Rashid, the co-founder 
of Asymptote, based in Manhattan, 
was employed by the NYSE to 
design the 3DTF. Although it has 
done the bricks and mortar thing 
before. Asymptote specialises in 
designing elaborate information 
spaces that essentially exist inside 
a computer’s rircuitryand come to 
fife through the eyes iff users. 

At the NYSE Asymptote built 
both the 3D world and its. sur- 
rounding operational area, which, 
with its metal-dad walls, minting 
electronic message board and 
curved blue glass walls, looks like a 
posh Sega World. 

‘The area that we redesigned and 
built for the exchange brings to 
reality our idea of incorporating 
and fusing real-time, first reality 
environments with virtual archi- 
tectures," Rashid says. “This is the 
area that we are concentrating on 
and pursuing as an architednral 
firm." Rashid says. 

In its early days, the 3DTF is run- 
ning as a barely inhabited systems 


adminis tration H ppficatim , hnt.<pv>n 

the virtual landscape will become 
more crowded as TV news anchors 
and Wall Street superstars are 
superimposed inside the model 
using fixed cameras and blue-screen 
backgrounds. Rashid wants even- 
tually to add extra realism by pro- 
viding virtual reality headsets. 

So what about the traders them- 
selves, who a decade ago operated 
effectively as long as they had a con- 
stant supply of s harpe ned pencils? 
Could they, like William Gibson’s 
“data-joebeys” in the novel NeUro- 
TTumcer, became the new stars of 
this world, and will their skills 
change as they learn to surf the 3D 
world in search of a bargain trade? 

“We’re looking at this almost as 
afiving laboratory; and, as people are 
looking and getting familiar with it, 
it seems there will be a Bkefy trans- 
fer of the technology to the trading 
arena,” soys Ms Allen. “All the 
instincts and psyche that malm a 
trader a good trader will be re- 
tained. What we’re doing is simply 
improving the tools. 

“Now the computer takes in aO 
the data and synthesises it for you 
and presents it in dear and intuitive 
ways that people can then use to 
make their trading decision" 

Tf the numhra- nt mini -crashes arid 
booms we’ve seen this year is any 
indication of what’s to come, then 
those SGI Onyx supercomputers are 
in for number-crunching nirvana. 


The ABC 
of XML 


TALES OF Silicon Valley: My 
wife, Linda, and I are out on 
our morning jog with the dog, 
We follow a route that goes 
along Sand Hill Road, where 
venture capital firms abound. 

Linda's thinking out loud 
about starting a new company. 
She thinks there’s an 
opportunity to use the Web to 
connect businesses to each 
other I agree, and point out 
that a lot of companies have 
sprung up to address this 
space, including a Netscape 
venture called Actra. 

A lot of companies see an 
opportunity to connect 
businesses to each other more 
efficiently than is the case 
today. They're doing things 
like writing software to 
connect dissimilar systems 
securely over the Internet 
Many are using a markup 
language called XML to do it 

“What’s XML?" asks the 
spouse. “Extensible Markup 
Language," I say. “Is it like 
HTML?" she asks. I warm up 
to one of my famous tutorials: 
it's not often that I know 
something my wife doesn’t 
Linda knows that HTML, or 
Hypertext Markup Language, 
is a set of tags that tell Web 
browsers how to present 
pages of information. 

“Extensible Markup 
language is a system for 
tagging text just like HTML. 
The difference is that the user 
gets to say what the tags are. 
“Ebr example," I say, seeing an 
opportunity to amuse her and 
perhaps curry favour “I can 
define “Linda Markup 
Language”, or LML, in which I 
will define three tags “friend", 
“lover" and “ w ife". Since 
software will be reading the 
tags, I need a way to say when 
the tag starts and stops. 

“In HTML, one indicates 
the start of something, say 
boldface, with the notation 
<B>, and the end with a tag 
that’s similar but for a 
preceding slash, </B>." 

Ail the while Fm drawing 
tags in the air while juggling 
the dog’s lead. The spouse is 
looking on with amusement, as 
Fm cutting a ridiculous figure. 
Jbrtunately, we pretty much 
have Menlo Park to ourselves. 

“XML works the same way, 
substituting my self-defined 
tags. So, using mry LML 
example, 1 could write 
. <&iendxlover><wife> 
Linda</wife> </lover> 
</friend>. 

“In an XML application, the 
reader might just see the 
name Linda, perhaps with 
some small icons or other 
indications that there are tags 
attached. But I could also tell 
the software to display hearts 
when the “lover" tag appears, 
or add a smiling graphic 
for “friend". 

“So what’s it good for?" asks 
the ever-practical Linda. 

“WeH two incompatible 
systems could each export 
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Gulker 

It's not often that l 
know something that 
my wife iloesn't 


records, like invoices or 
purchase orders, to a common 
XML format tliat defined 
things like part number, price 
and shipping address. Systems 
like that can already export to 
each other's formats, but it's a 
one-off deal, as every company 
configures systems a little 
differently. With a common 
format, it makes it easy to 
connect os vendors come and 
go, and software changes 

“Is anyone actually using 
it?" she asks. 

“Well, there are things like 
MathML, or Math Markup 
Language, and CML, 
Chemistry Markup Language. 

“Of course, Fm interested in 
ICE for Internet Content 
Exchange, and NML, or News 
Markup Language, two other 
specs that are knocking 
around. In NML, the idea is to 
mark things up for what they 
are, such as “headline", rather 
than how they should look. 
That way a simple tag 
translator could automatically 
convert, say, a news story from 
one website to the style of a 
different publisher, without 
having to involve a human to 
insert formatting tags. 

“So the story could go into 
print as easily as on the Web, 
since computer layout 
programs use tags to mark 
text, too. In the future, all Web . 
content may be in XML, and 
the browser will be presented 
with the story a style sheet 
written in XSL, or Extensible 
Style Language, and that will 
be it Instant publishing!" 

The spouse foils silent for a 
while. “Fm still thinking of 
starting a business-to- 
business company.” 

Well, so much for currying 
favour, not to mention my 
tutorial. That morning she had 
me appfy for the domain name 
for her new enterprise. By 
2pm she had her first client 
and was booking revenue 
before the domain name 
came through. 

This could be real trouble. 
Who ever beard of a profitable 
Internet start-up? No one will 
touch her stock offering if 
she’s profitable. Time for 
another tutorial. I think. 

cg@gulkercom 


Gordon proves a real IT boy 

Last week’s Budget should give a boost to Britain’s hi-tech companies. By Stephen Pritchard 
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GORDON BROWN’S new lOp 
income tax rate has dominated 
the headlines, bat last week’s 
Budget was good news for the 
>‘ir industry too. The Chancel- 
lor announced a series of mea- 
sures that should boost 
investment in technology-led 
firms, increase access to IT 
training and skill*, and im- 
prove the climate for e-com- 
merce in the UK 
The Government’s new 
Small Business Service will, the 
Chancellor said, provide ad- 
vice and assistance to small 
firms one-commerce. Plans for 
wider employee share owner- 
ship, and tax breaks for entre- 
preneurs mid for venture 
capitalists who invest in sznaQ- 
. erfirn^are also designed with 
f the technology sector in mind. 
Mr Brown's team was clearly 
“spired by the US experience, 
where small gtart-ups in the 

CO ttiptrting anti fpphrt olftgy S£C- 

tors have gone on Co become 
household names. 

The Budget’s greatest im- 
pact, though, should be on can- 
ister skills and the take-up of 



Gordon Brown: inspired by the US experience 


es. The Government ispropos- 
ing to set up a network of a 
thousand computer learning 
centres, “one for every com- 
munity in Britaih", according to 
Mr Brown. The exact details of 
the scheme have not been an- 
nounced, but some of the new 
centres will be in conventional 
locations, such as schools and 
libraries. The Government, 
though, is considering a more 
adventurous approach, and 


street and in Internet cafes. 

The new centres wifi provide 

training courses in IT skills, 
which will attract tax breaks 
and subsidies via new, individ- 
ual tearamg accounts. The cen- 
tres will also be able to lend 
computers out to members of 
the public. Computers and soft- 
ware should be as readily avail- 
able “as Hrraiy books in the last 

century”, the Chancellor said. 
The total cost of the Budget’s 
technology measures comes 


to £500m; the aim is to equip 
“the whole of Britain for the in- 
formation age". 

The Government is also ex- 
panding its scheme to provide 
school teachers with laptop 
roopitersforuseatbome.Tffo 
years ago, 1,000 teachers were 

lent machines as part of a trial. 
Under the Budget proposals, an 
extra 20,000 teachers will be 
able to join the scheme. 

Ebr IT companies, the short- 
age of skilled recruits is one of 
die most serious challenges. 

The best way to avoid a skills 
shortage is to increase the use 
of 3tT in schools, and to encour- 
age life-long l e ar nin g, espe- 
cially in technology for adults. 


reaching was Gordon Brown's 


will be able to lend computers 
to their staff, free of tax. Simi- 
lar schemes in other European 
countries have been extreme- 
ly popular; with the take-up 


skills lies in ensuring that 
teachers ore comfortable with 
computers,” agrees David 
tt—Hi . education business unit 
manager at Compaq. 

“lifelong learning can only 
be achieved through invest- 
ment, and these measures will 

help to ensure that relevant 
competencies and skills are 

developed within education." 
Potentially even more fer- 


In Sweden, Hewlett-Packard 
took part in a programme to 
supply shipwrights and metal- 
workers with PCs, printers, 
scanners and access to the 
Net tom months, 58,000 main- 
ly blue-collar workers bad 
taken up the offer: HP estimat- 
es that computer sales have in- 
creased by 40 per cent in 
Sweden as a result of the tax 
breaks. “A Kttiehdpfhm gov- 
ernment can have a dramatic 
impact," ex plains Una Green, 
UK corporate communications 
manager at HP 
“When these programmes 
work they (fffecscmiething for 
everyone. Business and gov- 
ernment get a skilled work- 
force, and employees get 
up-to-date technology as an in- 
vestment in their career and an 
opportunity to support their 
(fofldren's education,” she says. 


RELIABLE TELEWORKING 

Be more 
productive. 
Don T t go to 
the office 

ONLY £ 2 0 0 PER EMPLOYEE 


Apparently, people who work away from the office achieve twenty 
percent more. Your company can improve productivity in this way by 
using Roca! Telecom's new managed corporate 
teleworking service. Called Nsure Remote, it gives 
staff quick, secure dial-up access to your network for 
the cost of a local call, whether they're at home or out in the field, in 
fact it's just like being at work, oniy better. 


Call free 0800 69Z 


Racal Telecom 


www.racaKelecom.com/teleworkiiig 
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MY TECHNOLOGY 



Simon Block with his Olivetti laptop, Psion, Sony tape recorder - and pencil and notebook Richard Olivier 

Playwright stuff 

Pencil and PC both have a role in Simon Block’s work 


T echnology is inte- 
gral to how 1 write. 
It is a step-by-step 
process. Usually, I 
write a first draft in 
pencil, in a notebook, so that I 
can take the pad around with 
me and work wherever I am. It 
wouldn’t be very easy to lug a 
computer around. I also need 
to read over what I have writ- 
tea and I think it is easier to 
read from paper 
But the appeal of this first 
stage is that I think you write 
better on paper There is some- 
thing about putting the words 
down on the page; perhaps it is 
because part of your character 
- and therefore your fictional 
characters- can be seen myour 
handwriting. It's closer to your 
style, to your thoughts. And I 
can certainly write freehand 
almost as fast as I think. 

When I have got as dose as 
possible to the thoughts in my 
head, I transfer the notes on to 


my laptop. This is when I find 
the computer veiy useful- it is 
the perfect tool for editing and 
tightening copy. 1 can also 
transfer the disk to my Psion, 
and am therefore able to have 
a draft of a play with me at all 
times. The Psion is a great 
advance, mostly because the 5 
Series has a keyboard that is 
almost identical to the normal 
keyboard, and the key5 are a 
decent size. It is very useful 
during production - for in- 
stance, quick changes to the 
script can be made and the new 
version printed. 

I also use a Dictaphone, an 
underrated tool 1 feel Per- 
haps I appreciate the Dicta- 
phone because Fm comfortable 
using it in public. I once work- 
ed for a very poor company 
which, instead of spending 
money on reference books, 
would send me to the bookshop 
where I would have to read the 
relevant pages out loud into a 


Dictaphone. So, you see, it is an 
essential recording device! 

But seriously, because, for 
me, writing takes place in my 
head mostly, the foremost act 
is getting it recorded in some 
form or another That is the 
most important part then you 
move on to making it as 
accessible as possible during 
the rewriting process. 

Because I use the Dicta- 
phone and Psion as well as pen 
and paper; I don't have to be 
stuck in one place when I write. 
Thoughts are the most im- 
portant part of writing, and I 
need to be able to record them, 
whether I am at a cafe or 
working in the bedroom when 
my wife is asleep. 

Through plenty of experi- 
ence, I have realised the ab- 
solute necessity of getting 
thoughts down before they are 
forgotten. And I have developed 
a capacity to work almost 
anywhere. Certain pieces of 


technology mean that this can 
be done with more ease. 

But ease is not the deciding 
factor For instance, I wouldn't 
use the software which types 
automatically from speech. It is 
practical, but creatively it could 
be a nightmare. "Vou run the risk 
of useless talk. 

Also, it is worth noting that 
when you see words on a com- 
puter screen, they look better. 
An illusion is created when 
words appear on a computer - 
it makes them look smart 
Again, this is why I write the 
first draft with penal it is more 
obvious if the words don’t work. 

Simon Block is currently 
under commissiontothe Royal 
National Theatre. His play, 
•No Exp. Req’d’, is at H amp- 
stead Theatre, north London, 
untazs March (0171-722 93011 . 

Interview by 
Jennifer Rodger 


Microsoft Certification 


Microsoft 


Save on 
your 
training 
costs, 
with ICS. 


As the world's largest distance learning provider. 
ICS is well qualified to help you take advantage of 
the easiest, most convenient wav to studv 
for the Microsoft Certified Professional 
Programme. 

With ICS you can start training for os little as 
£250 — thanks to our unique approach to training 
that lets you buy the individual modules which 
build up to Certification, or to buy an entire 
training solution. We also offer an interest free 
payment plan to help spread the cost of 
studying. 

All our courses ore supplied on CD- 


ROM, giving you the chance to study anytime, 
anywhere, at vour own pace. 

What’s more, on our MCSE package, we provide 
valuable additional support such as a 24 hour e-mail 
service for your course queries, Microsoft-approved 
text books and Mock. Exams on CD-ROM. Ask for 
more details about the courses leading to the 
ibllovvi ng qual i fications. 

■y. Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP) 

■ Microsoft Certified Professional 
& Internet (MCP+I) 

■ Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer 
& Internet (MCSE+I) 

.1 Microsoft Certified Solution Developer 
(MC5D) 

■ Microsoft Certified ESfBIfSffFWt 
Systems Engineer 

(MCSE) «“■■■■■■* 


Just return the coupon or call our team 
of dedicated Microsoft Course Advisers on 
0500 585 784. Alternatively e-mail your details to 
PlDAtraining^'ics-uk.demon.co.uk. 


Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please send me a prospectus with full details of the Microsoft Certified Professional Programme 
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Content is the 


YOU WOULD think ft was 
obvious: people come to the 
Web to get content 
Whether ft is news, stock 
reports, football scores or 
directions across town, it's 
about the content Yet 
looking around at the Web 
you would imagine people 
were coming for the mind- 
blowing experience of the 
navigation or to drool over 
the exquisite banner ads. 
Then there are the sites of 
entftess lists of links that 
point to sites made up of yet 
more lists of links. At times 
it seems as if there is a 
teaspoon of content in an 
ocean of websites. 

Even the best design 
work can’t make up for a 
lack of good content While 
great design cannot 
overcome poor content bad 
design can obscure even 
the best content 

Websites without good 
content are like butterflies 
without a body; they may 
have a beautiful mode of 
transportation, but they still 
won’t get anywhere. If the 
interface designer has done 
his or her job well, then the 
interface should be virtually 
invisible to the visitor and 
the content should be the 
thing that shines through. 

But how do you make 
sure that you have good 
content presented in a 
useful manner? Here are a 
few things that I consider. 

Know what the content is: 
Most people think of 
cortent as being the text 
that they read on the 


WEB DESIGN 
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screen, but content for the 
Web is so much more. 

Hie content of a site 
gives information that 
visitors are looking for to 
help them understand a 
concept, to help them 
answers question or to help 
them solve a problem. That 
will not only include the 
written word but may also 
include photos, illustrations, 
video and audio. It can even 
include software programs 
that the visitor interacts 
with to gain information. 

Before you start to 
ritveig n your site, you should 
clearly define the 
information that will be 
presented and how different 
pieces of information work 
together In addition, all the 
various forms of content 
should work together; 
supporting the information 
you want to convey in an 
integrated fashion. 

Have something to say or 
show: This will depend on 


many factors, the most 
important being the type of 
site you are creating. If it s 
your own home page, you 
need to toil your own story. 
If you are designing a site 
for a corporation, the 
content will more than 
likely be given to you. The 
important thing is that what 
you have to say is 
meaningful to your intended 
audience. People know 
when they are reading fluff 
and will instantly shut down 
their minds to such “filler" 
content Once that happens, 
you have lost them for good. 

Target your audience: 
Regardless of the source of 
the content you should 
always keep in mind what 
your audience will want to 
view. To do that you have to 
know your visitor. 

Maximise the content 
display area: Remember 
that the content is the star 
of the show. On so many 
sites, much of the screen 
space is taken up by logos, 
navigation, banner ads and 
other clutter, and content is 
reduced to an area the size 
of a postage stamp. 

Set the content width: 

Wait a minute, didn’t I just 
say maximise the content 
display area? While you 
should allow the overall 
content display area to take 
up as much screen space as 
possible, there are certain 
limiting factors - especially 
in terms of the width of the 
content The human eye is 


king 


best built for the scanning 
of information, and the 
longer the horizontal # 
distance a viewer has to 
scan, the harder scanning 
becomes. This is especially 
true when scanning text 
You will notice that 
newspapers set their 
columns to a relatively 
narrow width. This allows 
readers quickly to scan a 
news story to find the 

salient points. The 
comfortable reading width 
of text is based on the size 
of the font being used. 
Larger fonts allow you to 
have longer widtiis. Break 
textual content into fixed- 
width columns to make 
them easier to read and set 
vour font size using the font 
tag. or better yet. Cascading 
Style Sheets (http:/,'www. 
independent.co.uktoet/98040 
7ne/s tory8.html). 

Explain your links: Always 
let the visitor know- where a 
link will take them. Studies 
show that one of the chief 
complaints of website 
visitors is that th^y get lost 
in links and are thus not 
able to find the content they 
are seeking. Avoid this 
problem by including a brief 
explanation of where 
visitors will be taken when 
they select a particular link. 
The more specific you are 
about where the link is 
going, the less confused 
your visitor will be. 

Send your comments or 
queries tojasowo 
ioebbedenviromnents.com 


BYTES 

ANDY OLDFIELD 


RED HAT Software, a distribu- 
tor of the open source Linux op- 
erating system , last week said 
that Compaq, IBM. Novell and 
Oracle had made investments 
in the company. The four com- 
panies had previously said they 
would support Red Hat Linux 
ona variety of their servers and 
workstations. Intel and Net- 
scape bought into the compa- 
ny last year along with two 
venture capital companies. 

Linux, which boasts greater 
stability and lower system re- 
quirements than Windows NT 
on networks and servers, has 
about 10 million users at pre- 
sent An internal memo at Mi- 
crosoft last year identified 
Linux as a growing rival in the 
operating systems market 

- » 

ENTEUS CONTROVERSIAL ser- 
ial number identification tech- 
nology is not unique to the 
Pentium HI processor. The 
company said last week that an 
early version bad been built into 
some mobile versions of its 
Pentium n processors. 



“^fe were informed by a cus- 
tomer that the chip ID was pre- 
sent in the mobile Pentium n 
processor in mobile module 
form,” George Alfs, an Intel 
spokesman, said. 

“The serial number circuit- 
ry was included to test the 
manufacturing process. Al- 
though the circuit was suppos- 
ed to be switched off before the 
processors shipped, some left 
the factory with it still enabled. 

These slipped through. We 
had no intention to turn this on 
for the Pentium IL The proces- 
sor serial number is only a 
Pentium in feature,” Alfa said 
Meanwhile, consumer and 
privacy groups in the United 
States continued to lobby the 


Federal Trade Commission to 
launch a full investigation of the 
serial number technology and 
Us implications for privacy 
“Yfe're seeking an injunction on 
the chip itself and an investi- 
gation of the safest way for PC 
manufacturers to disable the 
chip," Ari Schwartz, a policy an- 
alyst at the Center for Democ- 
racy and Technology, said 

+ 

MICROSOFT HAS asked the US 
Department of Justice (DoJ) to 
investigate possible antitrust 
practices by US airline com- 
panies. MSN Expedia, Micro- 
soft’s web-based travel service, 
and other online travel agents 
are jointly filing a complaint 
through three trade associa- 
tions, the Interactive Havel 
Services Associations, the Am- 
erican Society of Havel Agents, 
and the Coalition for Havel In- 
dustry Parity. 

Although only 2 per cent of 
bookings are currently per- 
formed online, a Jupiter Com- 
munications study suggests 
that figure will be 60 per cent 


by 2002. Havel agents are con- 
cerned that airline companies 
are determined to drive cus- 
tomers direct to their own web- 
sites. rather than to travel 
agents' sites. 

At present airlines offer trav- 
el agents lower commissions 
and fees for tickets sold via the 
web, and are thought to be 
planning to offer extra services 
that travel agents traditionally 
supply such as car hire and ac- 
commodation reservations. 

+ 

LUCENT TECHNOLOGIES last 
week announced a new laser, 
the WaveStar 40G Express, 
that can carry four times more 
data than existing lasers and 
opens up prospects of faster 
telecommunications and In- 
ternet access. MCI WorldCom 
will test the first commercial 
system capable of delivering 40 
gigabits per second over a sin- 
gle wavelength on a single fibre 
optic cable. The laser transmits 
the equivalent of 500,000 si- 
multaneous phone calls on a 
single wavelength. 


University for Industry 


Expressions of Interest to become a 
Qualified Supplier to the University for Industry 
for the Provision of Learning Material 


Expressions of interest are invited from organisations 
wishing to become Qualified Suppliers to the 
University for Industry (Ufl) for the provision of open 
and distance learning materials. 

The Ufl is at the heart of the UK Government’s vision for 
Lifelong Learning. The Ufl has two strategic objectives - 
to stimulate demand for lifelong learning, and to 
promote the availability of and access to high quality 
and innovative learning, particularly through the use of 
information and communications technologies. 

As part of the process for achieving these objectives the 
Ufl will broker the provision of learning materials: 

• by endorsing materials which already meet its 
learning quality criteria 

• by enhancing other materials so that they meet its 
criteria and then endorsing 

• by commissioning the development of new material 
where there is a lack of suitable provision. 

Ihe Ufl criteria are available on our website. 

A qualified supplier model will be used for ail categories 
of materiaL There will be two categories of qualified 
supplier: 



* companies, institutions, organisations or consortia 
which have (or are developing) material which they 
wish to offer for endorsement 

• companies, institutions, organisations or consortia 
which are capable of undertaking the development 
of material commissioned to a Ufl specification. 

All Ufl endorsed material will be made available through 
a national network of learning centres. 

Current priority arras arc all levels of. information and 
communications technologies, basic skills, small and 
medium sized enterprises (for example in the arras of 
management development, financial management, 
marketing, etcj, and the specific sectors of automotive 
components, multi-media, environmental technology 
and services, and distributive and retail trades. 

Further details, including how to register an interest and 
the information which Ufl will require, can be found on 

our website at http://www.lifelonglearning.TO.uk/ufi. 

For queries which cannot be answered by the 
information on the website please enquire via email at 
qs.ufi@mcmail.com or by fax on 0114 270 0034. 

The deadline for receipt of expressions of interest is . 
12 Apnl 1999 . 
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Purchasing Specialists up to £3iK+ benefits 

Responsible for supplier selection, commercial negotiation, and commodity strategy and 
development on an international basis. The ideal candidate would have a business orientated 
degree, purchasing experience within the electronics industry, and be highly motivated to 
deliver the strategic benefits of modem purchasing. Positions are available in commodity and 
services buying as well as brokerage purchasing within the TT industry. An opportunity also 
exists for a specialised freight buyer. 


We employ approximately 
2000 people world wide with 
locations in the USA, Europe 
and SouthEast Asia. 


Procurement Engineers up to £3iK + benefits 

Responsible for the technical evaluation and selection of suppliers, qualification of suppliers 
manufactunng processes and parts and management of parts quality. The ideal candidate 
would have a mechanical or electrical degree, experience of vendor quality management 
within the electronics industry, and be highly motivated to deliver the benefits early 
involvement of the supply chain can bring to parts and process design. Positions are available 
across a wide range of experience from Assistant Procurement Engineers to Principle Engineer. 


Materials Specialists up to £27* + benefits 

These positions cover a wide range of activities within Xyratex including, product scheduling, 
material planning, supplier management, inventory control and product coordination. The 
ideal candidate would have good communication skills, be self motivated, flexible and be able 
to work closely with all areas of a business. A working knowledge of MRP processing and BPC5 
would be beneficial. 


Our employees are 
innovative, highly motivated 
and enthusiastic, working in 
an environment committed to 
skills growth and employee 
career development 

Our customers are recognised 
technology market leaders 
demanding world dass 
solutions. 


for more details about 
Xyratex, visit our website at 
wwwjcyratex.com 


International Trade Specialists up to £ 28 k + benefits 

These positions cover all aspects of trade within a multi-national company. The ideal candidate 
would have the experience and skill to recommend business models which fully utilise the benefits 
available through trade. This would involve a complete understanding of duty trade regimes, 
logistics and supply chain definition. A relevant logistics qualification would be preferable. If you 
believe you can deliver the above and wish to make a difference to how an international business 
operates, then we have the opportunities. 


To apply, please send your 
C V to Debbie Fear at 
Xyratex, Langstone Road, 
Havant Hampshire 
PQ91SA 


Information Technology Products and Services 



Astute Data 
Systems Ltd 

Software Consultancy 
• CfrtmFtefion in London West 
Bid 


Major investment banks, end users, management consultancies and 
software companies, large and smalt are recruiting at a variety of levels. 
Skills required include Front, Middle and Back Office Systems, Intranets 
and networking/communications/new media projects. Experienced staff 
and Phd/Msc/Bsc’s welcome. 


SotareDeteon in Visual 
Bade SIB (Brig SOL Saver 6.50 
onWhtoaWW 


GoaUict An! McGm 
0UH405 aSM/0973 980735 

w egg a fipna jp -duanjO-i* 


derivatives/equities 
intranets 
fixed income 
C/C++ /SQL Server 


NT/Unix/Windows 
0-0 design/anaiysis 
Orbix/Corba/COM 
ORACLE/SYBASE 


futures/options 
visual basic/java 
quantitative analysis 
client/server 


the soft corporation 


the soft corporation 

7-15 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R ARP • Curriculum Vitaes by email or disc ple> se. 
Tel: 0171 833 2772 • Fax : 0171 833 2774 • Email: jmcb@softcorp.demon.co.uk 


Senior Maplnfo 
Consultant 
£30-40k 

Aligned Assets is seeking Ute 
services of a Senior Maplnfo 
CoiaullaiU- 

The applicant aim have five 
yean industry experience 
rciaiing to Maplnfo. 

This position requires 
extensive knowledge of 
Map Baric VB. Access and/or 
DctpfeL 

Contact Cart Nona 
01483 306210. 
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Leading International 
Technology Company 

Reqaire:- 


Cumputcr profcMUMKih for projects throughout the UK If 
you bnic a proven I rack record in any of the following 
areas. «c he inlca-slvd to bear from vou:- 


IBM MT. CLIENT/SERVER. HPJOOO. AS/400. RPC 400, 
DEGVAS.VA.VVMS 

DBZ, ACCESS. SQL SERVER. TURBO IMAGE. 
ORACLE 


COBOL. POWERHOUSE. P1VI, VISUAL BASIC, C+ +. 

JAVA. POWERBUILDER. DEVELOPER MOO 
ORACLE FINANCIALS. FORTE, NATSTAR. SELECT. 
RATIONAL. UML 


Expanding company urgently requires: 

Skilled Technical Developers, Progr am mers and Analysis 

for Product Development and to join 
Software Development Teams 

KEF, VISUAL BASIC, C. C++, EMBEDDED C, 
WINDOWS, NX SAP, SYBASE, 
POWERBUILDER, UNIX, SQL SERVER, 
ORACLE, VB. INFORMIX, DBAS. 

You should bare 2 years 
Software Dei elopment and a Degree 
Please phone or fax your CV to: 

KAL Consultants limited 
TeL- 01327 8U189 Emu 01327 811190 


Monday 
IT, Science, 

Engineering 


Media, Marketing. 
Sates 


Wednesday 
Finance, Legal, 
Secretarial 


Thursday 

Education. Graduate 


■Xppl'v'.iiitN will kiojlh iivcr l»u industry experience 

jnJ S: vE-pcc level cvhicaicd. E.vpeTumce in Uankinp. Insurance or 
I 'nil is.-, io.l>ir ».*iUI jlx. hi- useful. Salarurv ncpmuNc ovrordiug l ■ 
• kills .inJev(>:rietH.v CV'sui:- IX+orah Bunich. IMR GtuhaL Link 
H>um.. Si M.m s ftji, Cbevham, Bucks HP? I HR. 


Software Professionals 

A India Hned StUcnn lnie?ran.in Company tnl* System 

AioljnUiAnal.il Fti«nnicn l, ikn prfsm la L'uteU fangd o m. Wc sc 
MUas l-v cindKbia *ttta ibe loDnaua; duSu 

• IBM MVS and WMnm NT 

• VSCUKM.B 

• DB2.IMS.-Mam. 


Sunday 
Public General 


Audio Programmer 


Job Descriptor. Rssponsftjtfttres avciuda autha iDdrotogy R&D 
fi£. creating effects Wars, compression coders 
aid looking tftar 30 audto hardware/software 
support} and the development ol interactive 
audio technology on mAipie p la tf on re (PC, 
PlayStation. Nintendo Uttra W etc) 

Required: * BSc in CS. EE a a related subject 

« RuencyjnC.C++3abttWnlWinNT 
progtanrrwiB 

* Experience in tfigilal aucflo/MDJ 
proqrarrenng 

* Go od kftrfw el knowtedge aid 
undadarring ol opwnsaion issues 

Desirable: * OS’ experience 

* Assembly language programming (especially 
DSP based) 

* Active interest in Video ganes 

* VdeQgatnsproyaiwning 

* Experience n amposidwvsoind des#i 

Contact; Usa Williams, Bullfrog Productions Lid, 
1 Mena House, Guildford Business Park, 
Guildford, Surrey GU2 SAG 


Tte nr»A»l<m are required toe BilnA'AimusUatarKiimX'u 

■ Tim Aft/H f titm r i —nn i i lRUK(tn *tmy knd|n« IK Sink. 

• MHU« necKkadBn'Dnctaptmi mna lpoUcattM, ta vs 
COBOL U nod MCL 

■ Tatar prm ^wu raws Ml Karacm. 

• Kw»M]ir*fCNSE>nRaBdCh|indK>v 
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The [mu ere «rialy contractual. bawd on Ihc knpih of itac prefect, invohed. 

Satan acrocdinp lu ctpencats ndtJdKi. flocc "cnl <ra CV hx 

PO> Uni LUTSt. Ifkfcpeodm Nc u pajler. One Cwada Sqoarc. London CM SDL 


PROGRAMMERS 


International Software consultants require 
programmers with trie following skirts to work as part of 
their managed services division, servicing a wide range 
of diants. 


advertise in 


Desirable; 


IBM Mainframe and COBOL Programmers, 

Oiacte/C++ Developers, IEF Composers. Web 
Developers. VB/Accass Developers and UNIX Support. 

Responsibilities include art aspects of systems design, 
specification, implementation and testing. We are 
ideally looking for individuals qualified to degree level 
with at least 2 years' programming experience. 

Please send CVs to James Murphy, DPCS Ltd, Lyon 
Court, Wafeworth Road. Hitchin. Herts SG4 &SX 


this section 


please call the 


I LEADING INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPERS REQUIRE EXPERIENCED 

Software Engineers 7b Provide Support Skills In: 

UNIX, C. INGRES & ORACLE, MVS, COBOL, 
PL/1. CIOS & HOGAN 

In addition a number of positions are available for Y2K 
Analysts and Testers. Successful applicants should be 
degree qualified and have a minimum 2 years relevant 
industry experience. 

SEND CVS TO: 

MR PRASENjrT GANGULY, K3M INTERNATIONAL INC. UK* 
ICL BUILDING. LOVELACE ROAD, SOUTHERN INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE. BRACKNELL. BERKS RG12 8SN 


Inktomi limited 


LTTeam 


Requires 

An Experienced Director of Sales 

The successful candidate will hold an MBA and a 
minimum of two years relevant sales experience. 
Tlie successful candidate will be responsible for 
planning, developing and managing strategic 
accounts throughout the UK and Europe, negotiate 
terms and manage business relationships. 

CVs to P.O. Bos 21015, Islington, 

London N1 2XQ 


0171 293 


2034 


Chief Executive 


EAST LONDON AND LEE VALLEY 
TELEREGION COMPANY LIMITED 


Around £50,000pa 


The Teleregion Company- Has established a Large public sector WAN in North 
and Ease London which is supporting the delivery of networked services to «iuh 
and medium sized businesses in the region. The fibre optic network is the 
backbone fix a regional network supporting a local Intranet. an “ I,IKrne , t 
services providing electronic business services, information, advice and open an 
distance learning. The Company is supported by European funding and a 
broadly based partnership consisting of all (he local universities, colleges an 

councils with active private and voluntary sector involvement. 

The TeJercgion Company, which is applying for registration as a Charity, is 
committed to assisting in the regeneration and development of the region. 
The Board is seeking a Chief Executive to lead die Company, to develop its 
role as a strategic pannerehip in the region and in London, to consolidate its 
role as a regional ISP and network provider, to expand the use of the network 
and to mow the Company into commercial operation as part of the 
regeneration of tbe region. 


This is a high profile position attracting interest nationally and internationally 
and at high levels in government and tne European Union. We are looking for 


and at high levels in government and the European Union. We are looking tor 
someone who: 

• has excellent leadership, organisational and communication skills 

• has a vision of the role of computing and rdecomm imitations in business 
and training 

• can lead and develop a small, dedicated team. 

For an informal discussion telephone the present Chief Executive, 
Stephen Kelly on 0181 880 4273, or the Chair of the Board. 
Professor Edgar Ncufidd on 018! 348 9400 or request further details on the 
post and the Company from: 

Professor Peter Newby. Company Secretary, East London and Lee Valley 
Tdercgion Company Limited, Middlesex University, Trent Park, Bramky 
Road. London NI4 4YZ. 

Email: P.Newby@mdx.ac.uk, telephone/fax: 

0181 362 3345. Closing date: Monday 
22 March 1999. 


teleregion tel 


l region 
LON 


SAP 


Consultants required now 
and during the next 12 months 


£25-30,000 Remuneration 
£80-100,000 OTE 

Global SAP implementation company with offices in 
UK, Australia, America and Singapore, seeks highly 
skilled SAP consultants with at least 2 years 
experience in IT industry, and at least 18 months 
implementation experience in either HR.SD, Fl/CO, 
MM, PP, PS, Workflow, Project Management, Abap/4, 
Sapscript, EDI. The successful candidates will have 
excellent communication skills and the ability to "Skills 
Transfer" (pass their knowledge onto and train other 
team members). Candidates preferably educated to A 
degree level (or equivalent). 


For more information, please e-mail: 
scs@scsuk.com or call: 0181 360 9846 


SofliKro Consultancy 
Services UK 


REAL TIME 


if you have good 
“C”, C++, ADA or Firmware 

from 1-10 years experience in a technical 
computing environment and are degree qualified. 

we have permanent vacancies with client 
companies throughout the UK developing state 
of the art technology. 

SALARIES TO 50K 

For further details telephone or send CV to 
John Ford Recruitment 
63 Wood Street. Barnet. Herts EN5 4BT 

Telephone: 0131 447 1143 
Fax: 0181 449 9248 

E-mail:jford@at(as.co.uk 
Web : h ttp : /, ww w. jo h nfo r d .co.uk 


A Leading India based Systems Integration Company seeks System 
Analysis/Analyst Programmers for their projects in United Kingdom. We are 
looking for candidates with Lhe following sJalis: 


• UNC ON UNISYS A SERIES and UNIX 
•PowerQient 

• DMSD 


The candidates arc required to have at least six months experience in: 

•The Application Framework Architecture of a Life & Pensions 
Administration System. 

•Writing specUkations/Devcloptiig programs using LDA and UNC. 
• Knowledge of UNCUTE, UNCSEARCH. 


The posts are strictly contractual, based on the length of the projects involved. 
Salary according to experience and skills. Please send your CV to: 


£0. Box 13037 Independent Newspaper, One Canada Square, London E14 SDL 


PROJECT MANAGERS/ANAIYSTS 
ORACLE DEVELOPERS/DBAS 

Loudon based IT Consultancy is looking to appoint a 
number of experienced professionals in the above 
areas. The successful candidates will have a proven 
track record within each field (Oracle preferred) and a 
relevant degree. 

. Project Managers/Analysts should display experience 
in the Government, Financial, Utilities or Public 
1 sectors. 

Competitive Package. 

Apply with CV to: PO Box 13043, 
Independent Newspaper^ Canary Wharf, 

One Canada Square, London £14 5DL 
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Various locations £16k to £22K 

dllSne g° Science. 

ss 1999 "irr* 

to vourselt after years of ba/d studying to 
ofwfiat * -WJJJ 
service to you is free, you simply need to 
contact us at any time to discuss vacancies, or 
simply write/fa x/Emai' your CV to us. 

Contact Paul Slough 
Telephone: 01442 870770 
Fax: 01442 879779 

E-mail: cv@jonesfbrjobs.com 

Web: «raw.jonesft3iiobs.com 

Address: Jones Resourcing. The Coach House. 

Boxwell Road, Berknamsted. Herts. HP4 1AA. 


Rapidly expanding Software Consultancy looking 
to rccniit analyst programmer* with lhe majority' 

of the following skills: - 

• Inicnwi/Incranei Technologies 

» HTNIUASPfJAVA/jAVASCRII-r/XML 

- Client Server Technology 

• (towerbu ilderVLsual Basie'S*} LServer 

- Business Analysis 

The ideal candtduic will possess a giH*d degree, be 
conversant in at least one other language and 
should be able to demonstrate a strong motivation 
to suceeed with the ability to rapidly assimilate 
and integrate new business and technical 
concepts. Internationa! travel is a strong 
possibility and experience of this will be 
bcncfidaL 

Salary £20- £25, 000 phis benefits 


CalhcnDC 

inform \nformaiwn Svysm* LbL 
Rnl Floor. EwJunpc Houar 

U-t7 Ntoiicl SllW* 

Mutlcnhcail SLt> S.\.\ 

T«L Oii-’-W 

Fax. (Ufi> mZl! www.l'1-SXIMlK 


AVIONICS 


uk unde to £ 50 K cperaii 

I am tstill looking for a number of IVofessiunal 
Engineers to fill positions throughout the IRC these 
indude: 

♦ ProjectriProfiraninie Managers ♦ 

4 Engineering MnnufSers 4 
4 Business Development Managers (Sx-tdiandl 4 
4 Avionics Sj^iems EngiiK^rs 4 
4 Trials Engineers 4 Test Engineers 4 
4 Hardware /Software Engineers 4 

Refc DL1240 

For more Information contact Dave Slater at 

ers Technical 

f S7M99 MartM BOKL Ham! HuVCttML Haiti HR MW 
« tatepnooBOMOHrsn 

Tnrluun'il faHatmu oweassBso 
ICUIIUI amaD Hw*. W OwnM J* 

Mb Mtp^/wwwmmUVm 
■ttwnup»niMMwsni nss M iw u mwu ^»»M*tMMSB 


Wfc are a large French IT Company, employing , 
23500 people, based in France. Currently we are ; 
interviewing in three areas: Network i 
Administration - New Technologies - Consulting | 
and Professional Applications and the Network , 
Administration Department is looking for: 

Technician and analyst HP MPE i 
Technician and analyst AS400 

lb join an international banking environment 

in Paris 


• English mother tongue 

• Fluency in French would be an advantage 

• Experience in AS40Q and HPMPE 
environments 

• Salaiy according to previous experience 

• Immediate availability 

• Open-ended contract 
CM to be sent to: 

MAUD JEAN DOT 
TRANSICIEL IJLR. 

59 - 60 quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
92513 BOULOGNE-BOANCOURT Cedes 
FRANCE 

or by email: drhisr@transiciel.coip 
AD correspondence should include this ret UK.INDAD 



Aptech is a global player executing projects in 
USA, Europe and SE Asia. We are expanding 
our pool of aver 1500 professionals and have 
Immeifiate openings for the following skffl 
areas: 


□ SAP/ABAP/BAAN 

□ ORACLE/SYBASE/SQL Server - 
□BAs/ Analyst Programmers. 

□ Network Administrators (NT/ 
Novell) with MCSE/CNE 

□ PB/VBSQL Windows 

□ RPG 400/C1CS/DB2/COBOL 

□ Java/ActiveX 


Aptedi oflers chaltenging careers In a highly 
people orientated environment Applications 
can be mailed to> 

■JloManagef-Corporate Resources 

4PTECH WORLDWIDE EUROPE LIMITED 


Gillette Way 
Reading RG2 0BP 


nrnif m P™rid*--r of rese'nailnn^^S"™^^^ 
Asians ^ 1 < d’ ^- 0tC t 'f“ din E Mrluiions, lech nolo© 


tuuiauy requires a — 1 v 

EUROPEAN FINANCE MANAGER 

10 manage the European Fmnim, T..«, 


nminuun 

^ the ^ Finance Team. Specific 

S-assaaJ 1 

making “** i 

i wrote demands a member or a 


implciirentattoa to tS^ S* -- " 

accnuniinp «vum« m the m,w 4«rtKin of a new 

JS3& j- 

i cl*- ^ 805 Independent 

! E14 U ° C Canada Square. Canary Whart; Leodaw 
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New Films 


CENTRAL STATION (15) 

Director Walter Salles - 
Marring: Feranda Montenegro. Viniciijscte Ofiveira 
fop s teeming ran terminus serves as the 
effective launchpad fcr Vfelte SaHes’a Oscarv 

nominated Brazilian £ahte.Aroad«iTOe of sals. 

Central Station trails Fernanda Montenegro’s 
retired schoolmann and her abandoned nine- 
.1 year-old charge (played fay Vinidus de OEvefra) 
™ < ® a hunt throu^i the badlands of Sertao for 
the boy’s missing father 


displaced and poverty-stricken culture, yet 
Salles steadfastly refuses to maim ary heavy- 
handed political point here. Instead, his social 
critique remains implicit, low-down in the mw 
The fine, unshowy acting is set Off nicety by 
White* Carvalho's haunting visuals, as Cen tral 
Station blooms by degrees into a picture that is 
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Screen, Clapham Picture House , Curzon 
Mayfair, Nottmg HtU Coronet, Renoir. Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on the HiO, Virgin Chdsea 
Loccd: Croydon Clocktower 

PATCH ADAMS 02) 

Director: Tom Shadyac 
Starring: Robin Williams, Monica Potter 
Through the hallowed. han« of medical college 
goes Hunter “Patch" Adams (Robin Williams); a 
,'V 1 ■ winsome shock-doc who has the patients in 
stitches while giving a collective hernia to the 
stuffy establishment Patch, you see, subscribes 
to the theory that laughter is the best medicine 
of alL Idling on your deathbed? Well, here's 
Patch to stick an enema bulb on his snout and 
send you off with a smile Still not happy? No 
problemo: Patch has a whole heap more comedy 
tricks up the sleeves of his regulation white 
coat Still that’s Patch Adams: Awakenings 
without the angst. Dead Poets Society without 
the heart It’s like the ultimate distillation of 


the ultimate Robin Williams movie: the fife sacked 
out and replaced by syrup. West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Empire Leicester 
Square, Ode on Camden Town, Odeon Ken- 
sington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottag e, Ud Whitdeys, Wmjirj Fulham Road, 
. Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

PLEASANTVUJLE (12) 

Director: Gary Ross 

Starring: Tbbey Maguire, Reese Witherspoon 
See The Ind ep end e nt Recommends, right 
West End Barbican Screen, Odeon Camden 
Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Haymarket, Warner Village West End, And 
localdnemas 

SCHtZOPOUS (18) 

Director: Steven SocJerbetgh 
Starring: Steven Soderbergh 
Between Soderbergh’s The Underneath (a box- 
office bomb) and last year’s Out of Sight fa hit) 
came Schizapo&s: a stop-gap experiment, a 
beaten retreat into art-house abstraction and 
evidence, perhaps, of a director in crisis. 

Pieced together on a thrift-shop budget, 
Sckizopolis is a bit of cinematic crazy-paring. 
Suburban manners, corporate paranoia, dental 
hygiene and the rituals of adultery are all 
deconstructed in energetic, scattergun fashion, 
though it’s finalty & shade too film -school wacky 
to warm to. While Sckizopolis is undeniably the 
strangest film in the ’American Independence' 
season that it’s hea dlinin g, some of the other 
offerings (Clockwatchers, or Spike Lee’s Fbur 
Lithe Girls) are more rounded and satisfying. Eye 
of God, Niagara Niagara and Sticky Fingers of 
Tone are also showing West End: Cvrzxm Soho 

Xan Brooks 
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^ AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End ABC Shajle^niry Avenue 

BELOVED (15) 

Jonathan Demme's adaptation of Thm Morrison's 
multi-layered Pulitzer Prize-winner. Oprah 
Winfrey’s escapee slave struggles to cope with 
a visitation from a bewitched voodoo child who 
may (or may not) be the ghost of her dead 
daughter. Heartfelt acting and a vibrant visual 
sense paper overall manner of cijacks. West End 
Ritzy Cinema, UCJWhiteleys, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End, And local cinemas 

A BUG'S LIFE (U) 

A Bug’sLjfk sees humble insect IlIkfEiIlfngmwith 
a raggle-taggle flea circus in an effort to save his 
community from marauding grasshoppers 
(beaded by Kevin Spacey). The script throws in 
passably witty gags and the animation proves a 
•& feat technical ingenuity. West End ABC 
TWerihamCourtRoad,Cla^iamPictweHouse, 
Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon Kensington^ Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
WrgmCh^sea,WgmTrocadero,WtmrierVillage 
West End. And local cinemas 

FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Chdsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 
House, Curzon Soho, Screen on Baker Street 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming orange/red/turquoise 
backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet’s 
hippie single-mum, her two daughters 
unwillingly in tow. Winslet does well with a 
change-of-pace rote as the tale’s permanently 
strung-out, unsated matriarch, and the child 
stars are startfingjy good. West End ABC Swiss 
Centre, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Renoir, Virgin 
Fulham Road 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FbH-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
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all biopic of (he Du Prd sisters. West End: ABC 
Ponton Street, Curzon Soho. Local- Richmond 
Odeon Studio 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

Jeff Goldblum plays Ricky, a TV executive. 
Ebarful for his job, Ricky uses spiritual wanderer 
G CEdtfie Murphy) as a frontman cm his shopping 
show and sales go through the roof G, in turn, 
teaches Ricky a few soirfful lessons —you know about 
fife and stuff Parts of HcHy Man are fenny but the 
film never finds the right tone. Local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK Q5) 

Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an 
Afro-American spin, but Angela Bassett works 
jjfhard-to malm an im prmwnnn among the slide- 
'.wffbow ef tourist-brochure visuals. West End 
’ Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

UFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA £ BELLA) (PG) 
to Roberto Benigni’s Oscar-nominated comedy 
he takes centre-stage as a downing Jewish 
bookseller in fascist Italy Spirited off to a death- 
. camp, -he strives to convince his son that it's 
nothing more than an eccentric game. West End: 
Curzon Soho , Curzon Minema, Odeon 
^nsbypyg Rf fey Cinema, ScrECri Ott the HtH, UCI 
WWtdqpi Virgin Chdsea, Virgin Haymarket 
fiepertorp: Pfcoemz Ctnemn. And local cinemas 

PAINTED ANGELS (15) 
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a frontier brothel presided over by Brenda 
Pricker’s no-nonsense madam. Earthy, 
naturalistic acting goes hand in hand with 
Gerald Packer's evocative visuals, though 
the resolutely downbeat handling makes it 
- alowgoing at times. West End Renoir 

PEMKTA DURANGO (18) 

Aha: De La Igle&ia's quasi-sequel to David 
bench's Wfld at Heart is a strutting capes 
teqoik-edtothfl giOa and running on a kina of 
P°®ta^waddness. West End Metro 


7C (PI) (15) 

Darren Aronofsky’s pungent d&ut idles between 
maths lesson and art class, as Sean GuDete’s 
New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind toe holy Hebrew texts. 
What sustains Pt is the pure-blood ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is 
the language of nature” mantra and toe louche, 
too-cod-£or-sdiool demeanour It all adds 19 . 
Wfest End- ABC Ponton Street 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN 05) 

In Steven Spielberg’s Second Wbrid "^u - drama. 
Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) js ifis patehed 
with his squad on a compassionate mfesinn to 
seek out a young private behind enemy fines -his 
three brothers have already befen killed in 
combat - and return him home to safety. West 
Bind PkaxL Andlocal cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Tottenham CourtRoad. Clapham 
Picture House, Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Camden Tbion, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
bteArx^OdecnSwissCattage,RxtzyCmerrui,UCI 
WkiMeysVngmFldhcmRoadVirgrnTrocadero. 
And local cinemas 

THE TlfllN RED UNE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End- Clapham Picture House, Gate Nottmg 
HtU, Odom Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
fheGreen,UCIWhitdeys,VirgmCh^sea,Virgm 
Fulham Road. Andlocal cinemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Douglas Henshall et aD weave to and fro through 
David Kane's Camden-set essay on urban ro- 
mance. Kane’s screenplay is generally witty and 
well-observed, but toe film cranks what m i gh t 
have been a sublime one-hour teleploy into 
double its natural length. Still, that’s modern 
romance for you - you can’t fit it into tidy boxes, 
no matter how hard you try. West End: Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys. And local cinemas 

TITANIC TOWN (15) 

All aboard for Troubles-hitBelfest, circa 1972. The 
IRA and British fares are taking potshots at each 
other in the street Civilians are dying in the 
crossfire. To the rescue comes Julie Walters's 
Wai mum, who lobbies for a c e as e fir e 
and finds herself caught between the opposing 
factions, Roger Mlchell’s fact-based fable is 
well-intentioned and honestly rendered, but it’s 
faintly lightweight, too. Fbr a film implicitty about 
rage, waste and human passions, it’s low on 
dramatic oomph. West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

Jamie Blanks’s stalk-and-slash romp is a 
Str angely bland and inconsequential bloodbath: 
fresh-faced teens meeting their gri sfr end in a 
drama as cold and schematic as a daytime talk 
show. West End: Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End. Andlocal cinemas 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 08} 

Another troubling X-ray of American mores 
from In {he Company of Men director Neil 
LaBute. West End- ABC Piccadilly, Metro 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Seasoned players Torn Hanks and Meg Ifyan 
star in a contrived romantic comedy that's zapped 

out of its old-fashioned ret by a shrewd Internet 
plot bode they squabble in daily fife and get all 

gooqy on-line. Wfesf End: ABC Tottenham Court 
Rood, Clapham PCefure House, OdeonCamden 
3b um, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Wrpin 
Haymarket, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. And local cinemas ■ 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas Vmierbeig’s superlative 
Mack comedy concerns the 60 th birthday of a 
family patriarch wbo finds himself ai the centre of 
dark secrets that unexpectedly emerge. 

The Thin Red Line (1 5) 

Tbrrence Malick returns 10 the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
the battle of Guadalcanal. A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader’s bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russel] Banks's novel, 
stars Nick Nolte as a man straggling lo escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 


Shakespeare in 
Love (15) 

This enjoyable ramp (right) 
suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the 
creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. With a 
multi-star cast 


Pleasantvllle (12) 

Two Nineties teenagers arc magjcked into the world 
of a favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to exert a 
dramatic influence on its conformist black-and- 
white idyll A witty, inventive parable. 

ANTHONY QUINN 


Shockheaded Peter 

(Lyric Hammersmith, 
London) 

The dcliciousty sinister 
Struwwelpctcr stories meet 
the macabre Tiger Lillies 
in a glorious, gqigeously 
gory evening of music 
theatre (m ffe/J. 7b 10 Apr 


Blue Heart 

(The Pleasance. London) 

Bracing comedy and a dark heart in Max Stafford- 
Dark's isemplazv production of Can! Churchill's 
playful doubfe-bflL Tu 27 Mar 




(The AJbery London) 

Sheila Hancock as the tight-fisted matriarch leads 
a triumphant cast in Gorky's comedy. 7b 27 Mar 

The Dispute 

(The Other Place, Stratford) 

Marivaux's mordant lSih-ccntun play about a 
sexual experiment is brought to life in this 
RSCLyric Hammersmith c\> production. To 20 Mar 

Buried Alive 

(Northcott, Exeter) 

Mike Alfreds’ crack company. Method and 
Madness, in a new ploy by Philip Osrocnt. specialist 
in maneis of the heart. 7b 27 Mar 

David benedict 


Jackson Pollock 

(Tace Gallery) 

Revelatory retrospective for the wild hero of 
Abstract Expressionism going-on Old Master 
legendary for his great drip paintings, hut widely 
un shown here for 40 wars. 7b 6 Jiut 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. 
Exquisite on-lamps of flesh and fabric, dreams of 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 

Monet in Che 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and IQy ponds 
at GivLTny dissolve into 
Gray lights, liquid 
reflections, depths and 
voids (right). To /3.4/jt 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

Three ages of European war through Ihe 
etchings of Jacques CulkM. Goya ami Olio 15 Lv 
Black-and-white visions from the blackest 
of times. Tu 20 Mar 

Richard Deacon 

(Tate Gallery, Liverpool) 

“New World Order": more cun ;iccou% assemblages 
of wood, metal, glass and plastic - some riir.iiuic. 
some humble - tw the Eighties sculptor. £• Jr* M,n 

TOM U RBOCk 



CINEMA 

WEST END 

ABC PAKTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Eltzabech 2.15pm. 
5.15pm. 8.15pm Hilary and 

Jadde 2.25pm, 5.25pm. 8.20pm 
Lock, Stock A Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm, 8.35pm x (Pi) 1.30pm, 
335pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(017T-287 4322) -O Piccadilly 
Circus Lowed 1.30pm. 3.55pm, 
6.15pm, 8.35pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors 1 .40pm. 4.05pm. 
635pm. 8.45pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) D- Leicester 
Square Affliction 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05pm. 830pm Szabeth 

1 .45pm. 5.30pm, 8.10pm 

ABC SWISS CENTKE 

(0870-902 0403] e Leicester 
Square/Pkcacfllly Grcus Hie 39 
Seeps (1935 Version) 1.10pm, 
3.05pm. 5pm, 7.05pm. 9pm 
Hideous Khiky 1 ,50pm, 4.05pm, 
6.15pm, 8.35pm I Think I Do 
4.40pm. 9.1 Cpm Titank town 
2.25pm. 630pm La Vie Hewie 
des Anges 1.45pm... 4.05pm. 
635pm, 8.45pm ■ 

ABC IOTTBIHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■& Tbttenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 4pm 
Patch Adams 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
630pm, 9.05pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1.10pm. 3-50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.25pm tou’ve Got M@H 1pm, 
6.10pm, 9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) e Moorgate 
Central Station 3pm, 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Pleasancvtlle 6pm, 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA ONEMA 

(0171-351 3742) «■ Sloane 

Square Fes ten 2pm. 4.15pm, 
6.30pm, 830pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) e Clapham 
Common Central Station 1.45pm. 
430pm. 7pm, 930pm Festen 
2.15pm, 4.30pm, 630pm. 9.10pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 30pm. 
6.30pm The Thki Red line 
1.15pm. 4.45pm, 8.15pm tou*ve 
Got M@n4pm.9pm 

CURZON MAVFAIR 
(0171-369 1720) Green Park 
Central Station 1.30pm, 3.45pm, 
6.1 5pm, 8.45pm 

CURZON NUNEMA 

(0171-369 1723] ■©■ Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbrldge La Vita 6 
Bella 3pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
♦ Leicester Square Ctodawatchers 
4.45pm Fasten 2.15pm, 430pm. 
7pm, 9.30pm HHary. and Jadde 
2.15pm, 6.45pm (not Tue) Niagara 
Niagara 12.15pm. 9.1 5pm La Vita 
' Bella -1pm, 4pm, 630pm, 9pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990888990) «■ Leicester Square 
Meet Joe Black 3.40pm 730pm 
Patch Adams 1pm. 3.40pm. 
630pm 9pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.15pm Shakespeare bi Love 
12.15pm 3pm, 6pm, 8.45pm 


GATE NOTTING KILL 
(0171-727 4043) O Not ting Hill 
Gate The Thin Red Line 1.10pm. 
30pm 730pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O PkodAfy 
Grcus Penflca Durango 2.30pm, 
4.45pm. 7pm, 9.15pm Hbur 
Friends and Neighbors 2pm 
4.1 5pm 630pm 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Norring Hill 
Gate Central Station 330pm, 
6pm 8.40pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
A Bug’s Life 11.40am, 1.35pm 
Patch Adams 12.05pm. 3.35pm. 
6.05pm, 8.45pm PleasantirtUe 
,45am. 2.20pm, 5,35pm, 

8.25pm Shakespeare m Love 
2,55pm 830pm Hie 

11.55am 335pm. 7.40pm 
year's Love 3.30pm. 

5.50pm 8.50pm Vbulre Got 
““ 12.35pm, 5.50pm 


QDMMf HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) -O Piccadaiy Otob 
S cepmom 12.35pm, 3,10pm 

530pm. 8 . 30 pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705050007) O H®* £hwt 
Kensington Patch Adams 12.40pm, 
335pm. 630pm, 

P^asantvffie 1230pm 335pm 
630pm 9.15pm Shata^peam n 
Love 1235pm 3.20pm, 6.15pm. 
9.10pm The Thin Red tee 
135pm 5.05pm. 8.45pm 


La Vita i Bella 1 .05pm, 3.50pm. 
6.35pm. 930pm You’ve Got 
M@n 12.50pm. 3.45pm. 

6.40pm. 9.35pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm, 4.10pm, 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) * Marble Arch A 
Bug’s Life 1.55pm 4.05pm Patch 
Adams 1235pm. 3.40pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm PfeasantvDIe 12.40pm. 
335pm, 6.10pm, 9.15pm 

Shakespeare in Love 1230pm 
335pm, 630pm. 9.05pm The Thfai 
Red Line 1 ,05pm. 435pm 8.1 0pm 
tou’ve Got M@H 12.45pm 

3.30pm, 6.15pm, 9pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug's Lite 2.25pm, 
4.30pm, 6.35pm, 8.40pm 

Elisabeth 1235pm, 3.05pm. 

5.35pm, 6.20pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm. 
8.30pm Stenmam 12.30pm. 

3.05pm. 5.45pm 8.25pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
Hideous Kinky 6.10pm Lai 
. Badshah 1pm. 4.30pm, 7.50pm 
Patch Adams 12.30pm, 3.15pm. 
5.50pm; 1 ’'8.30pm Pleasantvffle 
12.10pm, 2.55pm, 5.40pm. 

8.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.40pm, 3.20pm, 8.25pm 

The Thin Red Line 12.35pm. 
4.05pm. 7.45pm tou’ve Got 
M@B 12.15pm. 2.45pm, 5.30pm. 
8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 6.30pm, 6.55pm This 
tow's Love 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O PtaafiHy 
Grcus Everest 4.45pm. 9.05pm L5 
(IMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rec Back 
to die Cretaceous (3-D) 1 .35pm. 
3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 1 0.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Grcus A Bug’s Lite 1pm. 3.15pm 
Pleasantvllle 12.15pm, 3pm. 
5.45pm, 8.45pm Saving Private 
Ryan 12.30pm, 4.15pm. 7.45pm 
Star Thek: Insurrection 6pm, 
8.30pm The Unman Show 
1.45pm, 4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) & Russell Square 
Central Station 1.35pm, 3.55pm. 
6-2 5pm, B.45pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm. 6.35pm Painted Angels 
4.10pm. 8J5pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BfVQ Brtuon 
Beloved 8.40pm Central Station 
2.15pm, 4.35pm, 6.55pm, 9.15pm 
La Grande Elusion 1 .55pm 
PfeasantviOe 4.10pm, 6.45pm. 

9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 

I. 45pm. 6.40pm The Thin Red 
Line 1.30pm, 4.50pm. 8.10pm 
This Year's Love 420pm, 9.10pm 
La Vita i Bella 335pm. 6.1 0pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 
(0171-935 2772) & Baker Street 
F es t en 3.10pm. 6.35pm, 8.50pm 
touVe Got M@n 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520} * Angel The 
Thin Red Line 3pm, 7.30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) 0 Belsize Rart 

Central Station 4.30pm, 9.15pm 
La Vita & Bella 2.10pm. 6.50pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) <0 Bayswater 

Beloved 7.40pm A Bug’s Lite 

II. 45am. 2.20pm, SpmPatdi 

Adams 1pm, 33(^im, 5.40pm, 
8pm PtoasannriDe 1 2 noon. 
2.40pm. 5.20pm. 8.20pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.50pm, 4.20pm 
7.50pm La Vita i Bella 12.20pm. 
3pm, tom. 8.40pm Vbu’ve Got 
M@il 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.30pm. 
8.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) O 5k»ne 
Square Central Station 12.45pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 9pm La Vita 6 
Bella 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 
9.10pm PteasantvOte 12.30pm, 
3.1 5pm. 6pm. 8.50pm The Thin 
Red Line 1pm. 4.30pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711} O South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 2pm. 
4.30pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm Uttle 
Vbtce 1.50pm. 4.10pm. 7pm, 
9.20pm Fetch Adams 1.1 0pm, 
3.40pm, 6J20pm. 9pm, 

Shakespeare in Lowe 12.50pm, 
3.30pm,* 6.10pm, 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1.20pm, 5.10pm, 
8.40pm tou’ve Got M@il 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm, 9,10pm - 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O PiccatUly 
Orcus Pleasancvtlle 1225pm. 
3.05pm. 5.45pm. 6.30pm La Vita i 
Bella 12.50pm. 320pm. 5.50pm. 
825pm touVe Got M@« 12.40pm. 
3.15pm, 555pm, 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Beloved 12.50pm. 
4.20pm. 8pm A Bug’s 
Lite 12.05pm. 2.10pm. 4.25pm. 
6.35pm Bulworth 9pm Enemy 
of the State 12noon. 2.50pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Pitch Adams 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12noon, 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm Urban 
Legnd 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm tou’ve Got 
M@H 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 
8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) « Leicester 
Square Beloved 120pm. 450pm. 
820pm A Bug’s Life 12.10pm. 
230pm, 450pm, 7pm. 925pm 
Bulworth 355pm. 8.50pm The 
Oppo si te of Sot 12.40pm. 
320pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

PleasancviBe 12noon. 3pm. 6pm, 
9pm fYactkal Magic 1255pm. 
6pm Urban Legend 1 1.50am. 
2,10pm, 430pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm 
Wry Bad Things 1.40pm. 4.15pm, 
9.05pm tou’ve Got M@H 12 noon. 
1250pm. 250pm. 3.30pm, 

5.40pm, 620pm. 8.30pm, 9.1 5pm. 

CINEMA 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal 
Beloved 2.40pm. 6.10pm A Bug’s 
Life 1.10pm. 3.30pm. 5.40pm. 
7.50pm. 10pm Patch Adams 
1.40pm, 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.50pm 
Pleasantvllle 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 
6.40pm, 9.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 
8.30pm The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm. 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 

520pm. 8pm. 9pm This Year’s Love 
9.40pm Urban Legend 1.30pm. 
4pm. 9.1 0pm You’ve Got M@il 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 6pm. 8.40pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) ■& High 
Barnet A Bug's Lite 12.30pm. 
2.30pm, 4.30pm Patch Adams 
1 .30pm, 3.45pm. 6.35pm, 8.50pm 
Pleasantville 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare In Love 
lpm. 3.25pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 12.40pm. 
350pm. 7.45pm tou’ve Got M@H 
6.20pm. 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: 

Beckenham Junction A Bug's Life 
4pm Batch Adams 1.30pm. 
4.45pm, 8.15pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.15pm. 6.05pm, 8.40pm 
Vbu’ve Got M@fl 1 .45pm. 5.45pm. 
8.45pm 

BECKENHAM STUDIO (01 Bl -663 
0103) BR: Beckenham Junction 
Gadjo DHo Thu 8pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1 550) BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug’s Life 1.15pm. 
5.40pm. 7.50pm La Wta 6 Bella 
4.30pm. 9.15pm Little Vo tee 
2.1 5pm. 7pm Phtxh Adams 12noon. 
225pm. 4.50pm. 720pm. 9.45pm 
Pleasancvtlle 1 .40pm. 4.20pm. 

7.05pm, 9.40pm Saving Private 
Ryan 1225pm, 425pm, 8pm 
Shakespeare ki Love 1 .30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9. 1 0pm Stepmom 1 20pm. 
4.15pm. 7pm The Thin Red Line 
12.50pm, 420pm. 7.50pm This 
toar’s Love 9.50pm Utoan Legend 
9.35pm touVe Got M@B 1225pm, 
2.50pm. 5.1 0pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: Brom- 
ley North A Bug’s Lite 2.05pm. 
420pm. 6.30pm fetch Adams I pm. 
335pm, 6.10pm, 8.45pm Pleas- 
amvffle 12.30pm, 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 
82 0pm The TWn Red Line 122 5fm 
4.10pm. 7^i 5pm tou've Got 
M@fl 8.40pm 

CATFORD ABC (0181-461 1278) 
BR: Calf ord Batch Adams 2 2 5pm, 
5.20pm, 820pm Saving Private 
Ryan 3pm. 7.30pm 

CROYDON 

dOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West Central Station 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm + Short 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) Bit West 
Croydon. A Bog’s Life 5.40pm Lai 
Baadshah 8pm Patch Adams 
' 5.30pm. 8.1 0pm You’ve Got M@K 
5.35pm. 82(tym 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090} BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Ufe 1pm. 3.30pm. 4,10pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm Patch Adams 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.50pm, 
9.35pm Pleasantville 12.50pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9.10pm 


Shakespeare In Love 1.10pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 40pm. 5.05pm. 8.25pm 
This toar’s Love 2pm. 4.35pm, 
7.10pm, 9.S5pm Urban Legend 
2. 10pm 4.30pm. 9.45pm touVe Got 
M@il 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER V1UAGE (0181-592 
2020) -e- Dagenham Heathway 
A Bug’s Lite 1.50pm. 3.55pm. 
6.10pm, 8.20pm Patch Adams 
1 25pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Pleasantvllle 1.30pm. 4.05pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare In 
Love 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm The 
Thin Red Line 2pm. 4.50pm, 
520pm. 8.10pm. 9pm This Year’s 
Love 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 9.20pm 
Urban Legend 2.50pm. 5.05pm. 
7.20pm, 9.40pm You’ve Got M@fl 
1 .40 jhh. 4.1 0pm. 6.4(^vn. 9. 1 0pm 

EALING 

EALING VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0870-907 0719) BRW- Ealing 
Broadway Patch Adams 2.30pm. 
520pm, 8.40pm The Thki Red Line 
3pm. 7.40pm You’ve Got M®l 
2.20pm, 5.40pm. 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) ^ 
EdgwareAa Ab Laut Chalen phone 
for times Daag phone for dmes Fire 
phone for dmes Kachche Dhaage 
pfx»>e for times Kuch Kuch Hoca Haf 
phone Tor times You’ve Got M@il 
5.30pm, 820pm 

HJMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI T2 (0990- 
888990) OTbttenham Hale Beloved 
7.30pm A Bug’s Lite 1.45pm, 
2.50pm. 4.30pm. 5.30pm, 7.45pm. 
10.10pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 8.50pm Hum Aapke 
Haln Koun..! 5. 1 5pm La Vita 4 Bella 
3.05pm. 9pm Patch Adams 
1 2.50pm. 3.45pm. 625pm. 920pm 
Pleasantvllle 1.10pm. 4pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm Saving Private Ryan 2pm. 
5.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.15pm, 3.55pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm 
The Thin Red Line 12.30pm. 

I. 30pm. 4.15pm. 5pm. 755pm. 
830pm This toar’s love 2.10pm. 
6.45pm. 7.05pm, 9.50pm Urban 
Legend 10pm You’ve Got M@fl 
12.40pm, 3.35pm, 620pm, 9.10pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET (0 1 71 -703 4968) BRi*®- 
Elephant and Castle Patch Adams 
3.40pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm This 
Year's Love 4.05pm, 6.15pm, 
8.40pm You’ve Got M@II 3.20pm, 
5.50pm. 8.25pm 

FEUHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES [0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 11.10am. 2.35pm. 6.15pm. 
9.45pm A Bug's Ute 11am. 1 ,10pm. 
320pm. 5.30pm. 7.50pm Daag 
2.40pm, 9.20psn Hum Aapke Haln 
Koun..! 1 1 .20am, 6pm Kachche 
Dhaage 1 1 ,30am. 5.45pm Laa Waris 
2 .30pm, 9pm Lai Badshah 1 1 . 30am, 
3pm. 8.10pm. 9.50pm Lkde VbfcK 
Special Prevlewu 6pm Patch Adams 

II. 30am, 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm PtoasantvIOe 11am. 

I. 30pm. 4pm, 6.40pm. 9.20pm 

Saving Private Ryan 1 .30pm. 
5.10pm, 8.50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1pm. 3.h0pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
Stepmom 11.50am. 220pm. 

720pm The Thin Red Line 1 1 20am. 
1pm. 2.40pm. 4.30pm. 6.10pm. 
8pm. 9.40pm This Year’s Love 

II. 30am. 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8. 55pm Urban Legend 5pm. 9.50pm 
tou’ve Got M@B 11.10am, 1.50pm, 
425pm 7pm 9.30pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE FINCHLEY 
ROAD (0171-604 3059) e Finchley 
Road A Bug's Ute 1.30pm 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 820pm Patch Adams 
1 230pm 3.1 Opm. 530pm. 8.25pm 
PfeasantviOe 1.15pm, 3.55pm 
6.40pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare hi 
Low 12.50pm. 3.40pm 620pm 
9.1 5pm Hie Thki Red Line 12noon, 
1pm 3.30pm 4.25pm, 8pm. 9pm 
This War's Love 120pm. 4pm 
6.30pm, 9.10pm Urban Legend 
1025pm You’ve Got M@fl 
12.40pm, 325pm, 6.05pm, 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE NORTH 
FlNQ’flJEY (0181-446 9344) Q East 
Finchley A Bug's Life 12 noon. 
2.10pm 420pm 6.30pm 8.30pm 
Rush Adams 12.55pm, 3.30pm. 
6.1 5pm. 9pm HeasamvOe 1 .20jxn. 
4pm. 6.40pm. 920pm Shakespeare 
in Lome 12.35pm. 320pm. 6pm 
9.10pm The Thin Red line 12.45pm 
4.40pm. 8.40pm This Year’s Low 
4.45pm 9.50pm Urban Legend 
1.1 5jm 3.40pm 9.40f»n tou’ve 
Got M@B 3.50pm 6.50pm 9.30pm 

GOLD ERS GREEN 
ABC (01B1-455 1724) Q GoklerS 
Green Patch Adams 2.45pm. 
5.30pm, 8.20pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH (01 81 -293 01 01 J BR: 
Greenwich Pleasantville 330pm, 
6.10pm, 8.50pm Shakespeare In 
Love 7pm The Thin Red Une 
4.30pm. 8pm tou’ve Got 
4,35pm. 9.20pm 


HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) « 

Phrk A Bug’s Ufe I 15pm Jack 
Prose 1.05pm Patch Adams 
2.15pm, 5.30pm, 8.30pm 

Shakespeare *n Love 2 35pm. 
5.15pm. 8.1 5pm You've Got MyfU 
2pm. 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 07 IB) O 
Ravenscourt Park A Bug's Life Sat £1 
Sun 1 2.30pm, 3pmJungle 2 Jungle 
Sat 10.30pm Patch Adams 
1.1 Opm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.50pm (not 
Sat & Sun) The Thin Red Line 1 pm. 
4.30pm. 8pm You've Got M@ii 
1pm, 3.40pm, 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) e 
Harrow-on- the- Hill Lai Baadshah 
8.45pm Zakhm 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) O Harrow -on- the-Ffall 
Beloved 6.20pm A Bug's Life 
1 1 20am. 1 ,40pm. 4.10pm. 7.50pm. 
9pm Patch Adams 12.30pm. 
3.1 5pm, 6pm. 8.45pm Pleasantvllle 
1 2.50pm, 3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9. 1 5pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.40pm. 
3.30pm. 7pm. 9.40pm TheTMn Red 
Une 12.50pm. 1.50pm. 3.50pm. 
5.30pm. 7.40pm. 9pm This Year’s 
Love 1220pm. 325pm. 9.55pm 
Urban Legend 12noon. 3pm. 
520pm, 10.10pm tou've Got M@il 
1 20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) e 
Holloway Road Beloved 1235pm. 
4.t5pm. 7.45pm A Bug's Ufe 
1.25pm, 3.45pm, 6.4(^>m, 8.55pm 
Patch Adams lpm. 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.45pm Pleasantville 

1 2.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
Siakespeare In Low 12.25pm. 
3.1 5pm, 535pm. 8.35pm The TMn 
Red Une 1 2.50pm. 420pm. 7.50pm 
This Thar's Love 120pm, 3.50pm. 
620pm. 8.50pm tou've Got M@fl 
12.40pm, 3.20pm. 6pm, 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) Or Gants 
HUI A Bug’s Lite 2pm. 4pm, 
6.05pm Patch Adams 2.50pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm PleasantvBle 
2.40pm, 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

Shakespeare In Love 8.05pm The 
Thin Red Une 12.35pm. 4pm, 
7.30pm tou’ve Got M@fl 2.40pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm 

K1LBURN 

TRICYCLE (0171-328 1000) Q 
Kllbum La Vita t Bella 7pm. 
9.15pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston Jack Frost 1 2.50pm, 
3.05pm Patch Adams 2.30pm. 
5.40pm, 8.20pm Shakespeare hi 
Love 2.10pm. 5.20pm, 3.05pm 
tou've Got M@l] 2.20pm, 5.30pm. 
8.10pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (OB705-050007) O 
Highgate A Bug's Ufe 2.15pm. 
4.15pm Patch Adams 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The Thin 
Red Une 1.2 5pm. 4. 35pm. 7.50pm 
This Year’s Love 6.20pm You've 
Got (Vhgtil 8.40pm 

PEOIHAM 

PECKHAM PREMIER (0181-235 
3006) BR: Peckham Rye Beloved 
5.05pm, 8.30pm A Bug’s Ute 
5pm, 7pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 9.05 Patch Adams 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Pleasantvllle 
4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm The 
Thin Red Une 4.55pm. 8.15pm 
You’ve Got M@ll 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purley 
Patch Adams 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Pleasantville 5.10pm. 7.55pm 
You've Got M@il 5.20pm. 8pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) & Putney 
Bridge Patch Adams 2.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Low 2.15pm, 5.30pm, 8.15pm 
tou*w Got M@U 2 . 1 5pm, 5. 1 5pm. 
8.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BRO 
Richmond Patch Adams lpm, 
3.40pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

Shakespeare In Low 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.1 0pm. 9pm The Thin Red 
Line 12.50pm, 4.30pm, 8.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/e Richmond A Bug's Ufe 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.10pm Hilary 
and Jackie 1.30pm Uttle Voice 
9.30pm Pteasantvflle lpm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm This Ytear’s 
Low 4.10pm. 6.30pm, 9.20pm 
touVe Got M@il 1pm, 3.50pm. 
6.3 Opm. 9.10pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 041 9) BR: Romford 
Patch Adams 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 
8.10pm Pleasantvllle 2.20pm, 
5.20pm. 8.20pm tou’ve Got M®fl 
2.35pm. 5.30pm, 6.40pm 
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16/LISTINGS 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford A Bug's 
ure 12.10pm, 2pm, 2.30pm. 
4.20pm, 4.45pm. 6.30pm. 

6.50pm, 8.40pm Patch Adams 
12,45pm, 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 

8.45pm Pteasancvllte 12.20pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

Shakespeare In Love 12.30pm. 
3pm. 5.4Qpm. 8.15pm The Thin 
fed Line 1 2.30pm. 4pm, 7.30pm 
This Year's Love 1 .30pm. 4.1 0pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm Urban Legend 
9pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 12.1 5pm. 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (01.71-437 8181) Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas (18} 4pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1PG) 6.30pm 
Unforgtven (15) 9.1 5pm What 
Dreams May Come (15) 1.30pm 


Theatr e 

west end 



RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Funfty Bones (15) 6.30pm 
The Mighty 9pm . • 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
fetch Adams 5.20pm. 8.20pm 
Saving Private Ryan 7.30pm 


BRIGHTON 
DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
The Apple (Sib) (PGJ 2.15pm, 
6.45pm Central Station (15) 
4.15pm. 8.45pm 


Ticket availability decalls are for to- 
day: rimes and prices for the week: 
running times include intervals- # 
— Seats at all prices 1 — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only Mati- 
nees— [1|: Sun. (3): Tue, [41: Wed. 
[5]: Thur. [6]: Fri. (7J: Sat 


• SUMKS SNOWSHOW Sava 
ftlotssse returns to London with his 
mesmeric show that taims all ages 
back to the realms of childish detigbt 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W1 
(01 7 1 -369 1 734) ^ Picc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm, (51[7j 2.30pm. £10- 
£27.50. 


First call. Last Call 


SDIPU2S CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-907 0717) BR: 
Criddewood A Bug's Life 2.15pm. 
4.35pm. 7pm Patch Adams 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.T5pm 

PleasantviUe 1 pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.1 5pm Siakespeare in 
Love 3. 1 0pm, 5.50pm. 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1.15pm. 4.45pm, 
8.20pm This Thar's Love 9.15pm 
You've Got M@fl 1pm. 3.45pm. 
6 .20pm. 9pm 


BRISTOL 
CUBE (01 1 4-907 A 1 9 1 ) The Doom 
Generation (18) 8pm 


• AMADEUS David Such# stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer's aedafaned 
drama- Old Vk The Cut, 5E1 (0171- 
928 761&CC494 5372) BR/O Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 730pm, [4] 2.30pm, 
[7J 3pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 


1 STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lkryd Webbers hi-tech rofler-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road, 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/O Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [3ir7| 3pm. 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 


WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Penfita Durango (18) 6pm. 830pm 
Central Station (15) 6.10pm 
Hombres Armados (15) 8.40pm 


• BEAUTY AND TTS BEAST Lav- 
ish femhy musical based on Disney’s 
cartoon version trf the favourite fefiy- 
tafe. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.WI (0171-656 1 888) ■©■ Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] [7] 
2.30pm. £1 8.50-E35. 150 mins. 


• TRUST Gary BCtchetTs explosive 
new drama. Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) « Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7pm. ends 3 Apr. £10, 
cones £5. 


First Call . 

BING-BONG! - the latest collaboration between Keith 
Waterhouse and Ned Sherris - has started its tour to 
Chester. Starring Dennis Waterman {right) and Patrick 
Mower; it is a comedy about the intricacies of comedy. 
Whether the on-stage writing duo Bell and Banks are 
victims or perpetrators of their brand of humour; the play 
exposes the slights, slanders, trials and tribulations 
of their creative world. It's an amusing and insightful 
investigation into the bleakness beneath their banter. 
The Chester Gateuxsy Theatre (01244^340 392) to 27 Mar. 
Ttom continues to 19 Jun 


CAMBRIDGE * • 

ARTS (01 223-504444) fescen (15) 
1 2 noon. 7.15pm Central- Station 
(15) 2.15pm. 9.20pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex (1 8) 5pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/« 
Stratford East A Bug's Life 
1.55pm Patch Adams 1.30pm, 
3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.55pm 

PleasantviUe 12.50pm. 3.25pm, 
6pm. 8.35pm The Thin Red Line 
1.15pm, 4.35pm. 8pm Ybu've 
Got M@il 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 
8.50pm 


CARDIFF 
CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01 222- 
399666) Fire (15) 7.30pm La Vie 
fev&e des Anges (18) 8pm 
NORWICH 
CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 5.45pm 
The Opposite of Sex (18) 8.15pm 


• BLOOD BROTHbitSffiqy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 1 733) 
O Leic Sq/fcn Ct Rd. Mon-Sac 
7.45pm. [5| 3pm. [7J 4pm. £1 1 .50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


• VAS5A Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version trf Maxim Gore’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. AJbery St Martin's 
Lane. WQ (01 71-369 1 730) «■ Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sac 730pm. [51(71 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 


• CATS lio^Wiberis musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71-405 
0072/cc 404 4079) ■©■ Covent Gar- 
den/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[3]|7] 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 


ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama b set hi Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels- Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke OF 
Ybrk’s) St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) «• Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14117) 
3.30pm. £5- £25. 90 mins. 


Last Call 

EIGHTIES POP SENSATION Howard Jones’s nationwide 
tour started last month with a sold-out London date. 
TTie synthesiser genius, who sold seven million records 
at the height of bis fame, has just released a new album. 
People. Like New Order and Art of Noise, Howard Jones 
pioneered pop-dectroniea, but this time round, the 
sound has been replaced by up-to-date reggae vibes. 
Riverside, Newcastle (0191-261 4386) 15 Mar, Fleece 
& Firkin, Bristol <0117-929 9008) 20 Mar, Waterfront, 
Norwich ( 01603 764764) 28 Mar, The Junction, Cambridge 
<01223 511511) 29 Mar 



STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0415) BR- 

Streatham Hill fetch Adams 
2.15pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm 

Shakespeare in Love 2.25pm. 
5.35pm. 8.25pm This Year's Love 
5.25pm. 8.30pm 


PLYMOUTH 
ARTS CENTRE (01752-206114) 
Pecker (18) 8pm 


Cinema 


• CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Nicola Davies star in this hit Broad- 
way musicaL Adel phi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) -G Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4)(7J 3pm. £16- 
£36 (Ind booking Fee). 130 mins. 


• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
fed of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wades Coventry Street, wi 
(0171-839 5987) O Leic Sq/Pfcc 
arc. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. J5)[71 3pm. 
£1 8.50-E35. 160 mins. 


COUNTRYWIDE 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill Beloved 12.45pm, 
4.15pm. 7.45pm A Bug’s Life 
2.1 Open. 4. 1 Opm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 6.05pm, 8.35pm 
PleasantviUe 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pm The Thin Red 
Line 1 2. 40pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm 
You’ve Got M@il 1 2.40pm. 
3.15pm, 5.50pm, 8.30pm 


BRIGHTON 

VIRGIN (0541-555145); A Bug’s 
life (UJ; Jack Frost (PG): Jungle 2 
Jungle (PG): Madeline (U); fetch 
Adams (12): Pfeasantville (12): 
Saving Private Ryan (15); 
Shakespeare in Love (15); The Thin 
Red Line ( 1 5): This tear's Love (1 8): 
You've Got M@i1 (PG) 


ft COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (01 71-494 5075/oc 344 
4444) O Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, )5) P) 2.30pm. £10- £30. 
1 45 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Llpyd Wfebber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
iwych Afdwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 836 2428) -O Hdbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (51(71 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 


BRISTOL 
HIPPODROME THEATRE Phan 
tom of the Opera Tour of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's huge hit mus i caL 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, macs Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 22 May. £l0-£30. 
cones available. St Augusts nes Pa- 
rade (0117-929 9444) 


SURREY QUAYS 

ua (0990-888990) e Surrey Quays 
Beloved 8.30pm A Bug’s Ufe 
1.05pm. 2pm. 3.30pm, 4.30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm Jack Frost 2.10pm, 
4.40pm Little Voice 5.50pm 
Madeline 130pm. 3.40pm fetch 
Adams 12.50pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm Pfeasantville 12.15pm, 
3- 10pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Shakespeare 
in Love 130pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 7pm The Thin 
Red Line 12.40pm. 4.15pm. 8pm 
This Year's Love 9.30pm Urban 
Legend 9.40pm Ybu've Got M@fl 
1 2.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.1 Opm. 830pm 


CARDIFF 

Ua 12 (0870-603 4567); Antz 
(PG): A Bug's Life (U); Biemy of the 
State (1 5): Hum Aapke feta Koun. 2 
(U): Jack Frost (PG): lltdeVbtae (15): 
Lock, 5tock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18): Madeline (U); fetch 
Adams (12);.Pleasantwilte (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Saving 
Private Ryan (15): Shakespeare in 
Love (15); The Thin Red Line (Y5): 
This fear's Love (T8); The human 
Show (PG); Urban Legend (18); Very 
Bad Things (18): La Vita t BeBa (PG) 
Ybu've Got M@il (PG) 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witly and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. WI (0171- 
494 5070) O Pi cc Ore Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fri-Sat 6pm & 8.45pm. £5- 
£35. cones available. 


►THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill 's pkilling ghost stoiy. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) e COvent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 3pm. [7] 
4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 mins. 


NEW VIC STUDIO Dusty Fruit 
Tense drama about a haunted 
house teetering perilously on 
the edge of a rapidly crumbling 
HHf, Tonight 8pm, ends 20 Mar. 
£9. cones £6. King Street 
(0117-987 7877) 


•GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film starring Darren Day: 
Cambridge Earfham Street. WC2 
(01 71-494 5080) -OGOvent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7] 3pm, 
£10-£32.50. 150 mins. 


THEATRE 


BEYOND THE WEST END 


CARDIFF 
NEW THEATRE Happy Days Those 
lovable characters mom the TV se- 
ries are brought to life on stage. 
Tonight 5.30pm 0 8.30pm. ends 
20 Mar. £8-£18.50. cones available. 
Park Place (01222-878889) 


SUTTON 

ua 6 (0990-888990) BR; SuttorVO- 
Morden A Bug's Life 1.05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm Little VbJce 
2pm Madeline 2.15pm fetch 
Adams T 2.50pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 
9.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 .20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 9.30pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.35pm. 4.15pm. 
8pm This Year’s Love 4.30pm. 
9.20pm Ybu've Got M@il 4.30pm, 
7.10pm, 9.45pm 


IPSWICH 

ODEON (08705-050007); 
A Bug’s Ufe (U); Elizabeth (15); 
Jack Rost (PG); Madeline (U): 
Les Miserable* (12); Mulan (U); 
fetch Adams (12): PleasantviUe 
(12); Shakespeare in Love (IS): 
Small Soldiers (PG); The Thin Red 
Line (15): You've Goc M@fl (PG) 


GROSS indecency; the 
THREE TRIALS OF OSCAR WHDE 

Michael Pennington and William 
Hoylaad in Moses Kaufman’s 
reconstruction of the downfall of the 
celebrated playwright Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Wi (0171-494 
5065) O Pfcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4] (7) 2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 


ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer 
Kinns Maria Brandaner matpc his 
English-speaking dtinlt in Esther 
Vilar’s tantalising new drama. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, macs Sat 3pm, 
ends 27 Mar. E9.50-E19.50. 
cones available. Almeida Street, N1 
(0171-359 4404) «■ Angel. 


CHELTENHAM 
EVERYMAN THEATRE Smokey 
Joe's Cafe Rock'n'roll hit-makers cel- 
ebrated in a musical revue that In- 
cludes “Jailhouse Rock”. Phone for 
times, ends 20 Mar. £7.50-00 
Regent Street (01242-572573) 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) O 
Turnpike Lane, fetch Adams 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm This 
Ytear’s Love 4.05pm, 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Urban Legend 3.45pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm 


LUTON 

CJNEWORLD (01582-400705): 
Beloved (15); A Bug’s Ufe (U): 
Ditvvale DidhanlaLe Jayenge (PG); 
Dil Se (PG); Jack Frost (PG); 
Laa Wans (PG): Lai Badshah (PG); 
Utrie Voice (15); Madeline (U); 
fetch Adams (12); Pleasantvflfe (12); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); The Se- 
cret Garden (U); Shakespeare hi Love 
(15); Stepmom (12); The Swan 


ft AN INSPECTOR CAULS Stephen 
Daidry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tian of JB Priestley's thriUec Garrick 
Oiaring Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) ■& Lek Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sac 8. 1 5pm. [4] 2.30pm. [7] 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 


RAC Gamblers Gogol's cornetty 
about a gambler’s at tem p ts to 
his fortune. Tue-Sat 8.15pm, Sun 
4pm & 6pm. ends 28 Mar. £10. 
cores £6. Tue pay what you can. 
Lavender Hill, SW11 (0171-223 
2223) BR: Oapham Junction. 


CHICHESTER 
CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Loot Michael FHphirfr and T ^fftwi 
Dean star in Joe Orton’s black 
comedy. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
20 Mar. E6.50-E21 . Oaklands ferk 
(01243-781312) 


ft MACBETH Rufus Sewell and 
Sal(y Dexter portray thwarted ambi- 
tion. Queen's Shaftedwry Arcnue. WI 
(01 71 -494 5040) «• Pice Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm. ends 5 Jun. 
£1 0.50- £28. 50. 


THE BRIDEWELL BACX2BAOL 
Lost and Found 6 Amsterdam 
Musical douhle-bill featuring dasac 
numbers alongside the wy of 
Jacques BreL 13. 16-19 Mar. 8pm, 
mat 14 Mar. 3.30pm. ends 3 Apr. 
E10-E12. cones £7 £9. Bride Lane. 
Fleet Street. EC4 (0171-936 
3456) BR/O- Biackfnars. 


COLCHESTER 
MERCURY THEATRE The La 
dy killers Adaptation of the 1955 Eal- 
ing Comedy classic about a group of 
robbers who use the house of a little 
old lady to plan a job. Mon -Wed 
730pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. 
£7.50-£1 5.50. cones available. Balk 
erne Gate (01206-573948) 


Prmcess (U): The Thfci Red Lane ( 1 5): 

_ - |a j. 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) O 
Uxbridge A Bug’s Life 1. 10pm. 
3.20pm. 5.30pm fetch Adams 
1 .1 Opm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm. 8.35pm 
The Thin Red line 7.40pm 


This Year’s Love (18): Titanic (12) 
Urban Legend (18); Mery Bad Dings 
(18); Ybu've Got M@fi (PG) 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) O 

Walthamstow Central Elizabeth 
Tue 8. 1 5pm fetch Adams 2.1 5pm, 
5.15pm. 8.15pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.1 Opm. 5.15pm. 8.10pm 
You've Got M@il 1 ,55pm. 5.05pm. 
8.15pm 


NEWPORT 

VIRGIN (0541-550516): A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Enemy of the State (15); 
Hum Aapke Dil Mein Rehte Hatn 
(PG); Jack Frost (PG): Little Voice 
(15); Madeline (U); fetch Adams 
(12): Pleasantuflle (12); Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15); Shakespeare in 
Love (1 5): Stepmom (1 2); The Thin 
Red Lbie (15); This fear's Love (18); | 
Thumbelina (U); Urban Legend 
(18); Ybu’ve Got M@fl (PG) 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman »nH Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/O- Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
[SJ[7] 3pm. £8-£27.50. 120 mins. 


DRAYTON COURT THEATRE 
Abigail’s Party Mike Leigh’s 
suburban drama. MorvThur 7.45pm. 
macs Sun 3pm. ends 18 Mar. £7. 
The Avenue. W13 (0181-991 1722) 
BR: West Ealing. 


EASTBOURNE 
CONGRESS THEATRE Baroum Roil 
up for Peter Duncan’s performance 
in this classic magical Phone for 
times. £8-£19.50, cones available. 
Compton Street (01323-412000) 


O LES Mls£jRABLE5 Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s mas- 
terpiece. felace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WI (0171-434 0909) O Pfcc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [5J[7] 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


GREENWICH THEATRE Hamlet 
Thought-provoking production of 
this potent thnUer Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Wed & Sat 2pm, 
ends 27 Mar. El 2. cones €7.50. 
Crooms Hill. SE10 (0181-853 
4444) BR; Greenwich. 


EXETER 
NORTHCOTT THEATRE Buried 
Alive Phillip Osmenf s play about a 
photographer who captures a par- 
ticularly horrific execution on ntm 
Mon-Fri 7.30pm. Sat 8pm. ends 
27 Mar. £7-£15. Stocker Road 
(01392-493493) 


WALTON-ON-THAMES 
THE SCREBY AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Waltort-on-Thames 
Hideous Kinky 3pm. 5.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 7.40pm You’ve 
Got M@ti 3.30pm. 6.05pm. 8.35pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham Patch Adams 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm Ybu've Got M@II 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 


POOLE 

UCI 10 (0870-603 4567): 
ABug's Life (U): Dancing at Lugh- 
nasa (PG); Jack Frost (PG): Aa Ab 
LaucChatain (PG); Uttfe Voice (15); 
Madeline (U): The Parent TVrap fPG); 
fetch Adapis (12): PleasantviUe 
(12): Saving Private Ryan 115): 
Shakespeare In Love (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG): Stepmom (1 2): The 
Thin Red Line (15): TWs Year's Love 
(18): Urban Legend (18); YbuVe 
Got M@ll (PG) 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Butterfly tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0 1 7 1 - 
494 5060) O- Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. [4] [7] 3pm. £8J50-£35. 
1 65 mins. 


HACKNEY EMPIRE Girls’ Night 
Out Raucous hen-night comedy 
by Dsve Simpson. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
ends 27 Mar. E7.50-E14.50. 
Mare Street. E8 (0181-985 2424) 
BR: Hackney Central. 


THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's evergreen whodunnit. 
St Martin’s West Street. WC2 
(0171-836 1 443) -O Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 8pm. [3) 2.45pm. [7] 5pm. £10- 
£24.50. 1 35 mins. 


uriOC STUDIO take the Rre Jean 
Cocteau’s quartet of plays written 
for Edith Pint Mon-Sac 8pm. ends 
27 Mar. £10. cones £5. Mon all 
seats £5. King Street. W6 (0181- 
741 231 1)0- Hammersmith. 


GUILDFORD 
YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Earth 
and Sky Thriller about a librarian 
who thinks she knows her boyfriend 
wen - until there is a murder and his 
murky past is revealed, starring 
Samantha Janus stars. Tonight 
7.45pm, mats Thur 6 Sac 2.30pm, 
ends 20 Mar. E10-E20.50. cones 
available. MU (brook (01 483-440000) 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) O 
wuiesden Green Shakespeare in 
Love 6.30pm. 9pm Small Soldiers 
4.30pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Ufe 1 ,10pm 
fetch Adams 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm Pleasantvflfe 
2.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 

Shakespeare in Love 2.55pm. 
5.45pm. 8.25pm The Thin Red 
Une 12.50pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm 
You've Got M@l! 12.25pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


PORTSMOUTH 
ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Dr Donttle (PG): Made- 
line (U); Mulan (U):- Pleasantvflfe 
(12): Small Soldiers (PG)r The 
Thin Red Lbte (IS): TWs Year’s Love 
(18): You've Got M@il (PG) 


• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the National^ aedahoed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 
musicaL Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) £> Charing 
XTEmbankment. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
[4[[7| 2.30pm, ends 26 Jun. £10- 
£35.. 180 mins. 


RICHMOND THEATRE Things We 
Do For Love Belinda Lang stars in 
.Alan Ayckbourn’s cherished comedy. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm. mats Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. E8-E21. 
The Green. Richmond. Surrey 
(0181-940 0088) O Richmond. 


NORWICH 

THEATRE ROYAL Antony and 
Cleopatra Michael Bogdanov di- 
rects Cathy Tyson in this new pro- 
duction by the English Shakespeare 
Company. Tonight 7.30pm. end 20 
Mar. £3-£15.50. cones available 
Theatre Street (01 603-630000) 


UCI 6 (0870-603 4567): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Dancing at Lughnasa 
(PG): Little Voice (15):' Madeline 
(U); fetch Adams (12); Shake- 
speare in Love (15); There’s Some- 
thing About Mary (1 5): The Thin 
Red Une (15): This fear's Uwe (18); 
You've Got M@ll (PG) 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 

Lfoyd Yfebber’s Gothic musical. Her 
Majesty's Haymario&SWI (0171-494 
5400) ^PiccGrc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4|[7] 3pm. £J0-£35. 150 mins. 


TRISTAN BATES THEATRE, 
THE ACTORS CENTRE The Killer 
Ionesco’s highly experimental black 
comedy. !Vion-5ac 8pm. aids 
20 Mar. £8, cones £6. Tower 
Street. WC2 (0171-240 3940) 
■O Leicester Square. 


OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE The Weir 
Conor McPherson’s drama is set in 
Ireland and p- rarninog irfons qf 
and angels. Tonight 7.30pm. mats 
Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. 
E8-E19.50, cones available Beau- 
mont Street (01 865-798600) 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
O-Tumpikelane Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
2pm Daag 8.45pm Kachche 
Dhaage 5.30pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) •& South 
Woodford Patch Adams 2.40pm. 
5.50pm. 8.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 
You've Got M@4! 2.30pm. 

5.20pm. 8.10pm 


READING 

SHOWCASE (0118-974 7711): 
Beloved (15): A Bug’sUfe (U): Lit- 
tle Vbice (IS); Madeline (U): fetch 
Adams (12); Pfeasancvflfe (12); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (1 5): Shakespeare 
fti Love ( 1 5): The Thin Red Line (1 5): 
This Years Love (1 8): Urban Legend 
(18): Ybu've Got M@fl (PG) 


ft RENT Musical inspired by La 
Boh&ne and set in modern day New 
York Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (07000-211221) 
O- Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4|I7) 
3pm. E12.5O-E32.50. 160 mins. 


ft RICHARD RI Robert lindsqystars 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 836 0479) 
Tube/8 R; Charing /(/Embankment. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (7) 230pm. ends 
27 Mar. E10-E27.50. 


TRICYCLE THEATRE Paddy 
Irishman, Paddy Englishman and 
Paddy_.? Declan Croghan’s new 
piece looking at the male of the 
species. Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 
8.15pm. macs Sat 4.15pm, ends 
20 Mar. E8-E13.50. Kllbum 
High Rpad, NW6 (0171-328 
1000) O Kllburn. 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE A Touch of Danger 
Stage version of the popular thriller 
by Francis Durbridge. Tonight 8pm, 
mat Thur 2.30pm, ends 20 Mar. £8- 
£1 0.50, cones available Embankment 
Road (01733-552439) 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Pfeasantville 
3pm. 5.35pm. 8.20pm Urban 
Legend 3.45pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 


Cinema 


Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE LUM1ERE Gueensberry Place, 
SW7 (0171-838 2144) Le Joueur 
de Flute (The Pied Piper 
of Hamelin) (NC) 6.30pm Lady 
Oscar (NC) 0.30pm 


SOUTHAMPTON - 
ODEON LEISURE WORLD (01 703- 
2221 11): Babe: Pig in Ok Ocy (U); 
Beloved (1 5): Blade (18): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Donlt Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG): Dr Dolittfe (PG); Ene- 
my of the State ( 1 5): Godzilla (PG): 
Jack Frost (PG): Little Voice (1 5); 
Lock. Stock Si Two Smoking Bar- 
rels (18): Madeline (Uj; Mulan (U); 
Patch Adams (12): PleasantviUe 
(12): Saving Private Ryan (15); 
Shakespeare In Love (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG); There’s Something 
About Mary (1 5): The Thfci Red Line 
(1 5); This Year's Love (.1 8): Urijan 
Legend (18); Very Bad Things 
(18): Ybu’ve Got M@n (PG) 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
•COTTESlOErTbe Rfor Nick Dade's 
drama from Kbeehigh Theatre. In 
rep. tonight 7.30pm, ends 28 Ape 


WIMBLEDON THEATRE Lanza - 
The Last Serenade A musical 
tribute to legendary singer Mario 
Lanza, 15-20 Mar, 7.30pm. mat 
18 Mar. 2.30pm. £9-£1 7.50. The 
Broadway, SW19 (0181-540 0362) 
■O Wimbledon . 


PONTYPRIDD 

MUNI ARTS CENTRE A Kbs on the 
Bottom Comedy set in a female 
hospital ward. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£6. cones £5. GelRwastad Road 
(01443-485934) 


# OLIVER: Trod us and Cresskfa 
John Caixd and Trevor Nunn direct 
Shakespeare's remvention of Homec 
In rep. tonight 7pm. ends May 19. 
1 50 mins. Ofhrier. £8- £27. Gottesioe: 
£1 2-E18- South Bank. SET (0171-452 
3000) B&eVfeterfoo. 


THEATRE 


COUNTRYWIDE 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING Laura 
Stage adaptation of the 1940s film 
thriller. Mon-Sat 8.15pm. mate Sat 
2.15pm (lunch 12.30pm). ends 
27 Mar. £21^5-£32J5 Ind meal. 
Sonnlng Eye (0118-969 8000) 


ICA The Mail. SWT (0171-930 
3647) Hamam: The Turkish Bath 
(NC) 5pm Identification of a 
Woman (18) 6.30pm Minnie and 
Moskowltz (NC) 7pm. 9pm 
2£briskie Point (18) 9.15pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SE1 (0171-928 3232) Amer- 
ican Madness (NC) 2.30pm. 
8.30pm Revealing Attitudes: in- 
fect (NC) 6.15pm The Miracle 
Woman (NC) 6.30pm The Nego- 
tiator (1 5) 8.20pm 


SWINDON 

ONEWORLD .(01793-420710): A 
Bug's Life (U): EQzabeth’(1 5): Ene- 
my of the State (T 5);«oiy Man (PG): 
Jack Frost (PG); Kachche Dhaage* I 
(PG); Utrie Voice (15); Madcfine (U) . 
fetch Adams (12): Pfeasaritvifle 
( 1 2): Saving Private Ryan ( 1 5); The 
Secret Garden (U): Shakespeare In 
love (1 5): Stepmom (1 2); The Swan 
Princess (U); The Thfo Red Une (15): 
This Year's Love (18): Titanic (12): 
Urban Legend (1 8); La Vita Sella 
(PG); You’ve Got (PG) 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
• THE PIT: Goodnight Children 
Everywhere An evacuee returns 
tome at the end of the war and after 
the death of his parrals in Richard 
Nelson's moving drama, in rep. 
tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 27 Apr. The Pit: 
E11-E18-50. Barbican Centre, EC2 
(0171-638 8891) BR/« Barbican. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Sletjth Pieter 
Bowles and Mi ch a e l M akmey star in 
Anthony ShaHer’s ingenious and in- 
ventive thriller Tonight 8pm. ends 
20 Mar. E9-E22.50. Sawdose 
(01225-448844) 


• YOUNG VIC Bartholomew Fair 
Jonson's intensely theatrical drama 
in a vibrant revival. In rep, tonight 
7.15pm. RSC at the Young Vic £14- 
£20. The Cut SET (01 71 -928 6363) 
BWO Waterloo. 


BILUNGHAM 

BILLING HAM FORUM Junk Adap- 
tation of Melvin Burgess' contro- 
versial Krvd about a group of young 
people in the 1980s, caught up in a cul- 
ture of drug abuse and prostitution. 
1 5. 1 9-20 Mar. 7.30pm. 1 6-20 Mar 
1. 30pm. £7-£8. cones available. 
Town Centre (01642-552663) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
House of Bemarda Alba Frederi- 
co Garm Lorca’s study of eonfifet be- 
tween a grieving mother and her 
daughters. Tonight 8pm, mac Thur 
2.30pm, ends 20 Mar. £8»£15, 
cones available Maithouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. 
N2 (0181-444 6789) La Vita 
i Bella (PG) 1pm, 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm 


VIRGIN (054 1 -555 1 34): A Bug’s Ufe 
(U); Hum Aapke DH Man Rehte Ham 
(PG): Jack Frost (PG): Madefine |U): 
fetch Adams (12): Pleasantvflfe 
(12): Shakespeare in Low (1 5): The 
Thin Red Une (1 5) ; This Year’s Love 
(1 8); Tbm and Jerry - tte Movie (U): 
Ybu've Got M@JI (PG) 


ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs fay the Bee Gees. Lmdon Pal- 
ladium Argyll Street Wi (0171-494 
5020) e Oxford Cite. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. J4JJ7J 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 135 mins. 


BIRMINGHAM 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE Oliver! 
Gary Wnmot stars in Lionel Bart’s 
Dickensian musical. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 19 Jun. £T0-£32.50. Suffolk 
Street (0121-643 1231) 


STAMFORD 

STAMFORD ARTS CENTRE 
Rock’n’RoU and Barbirofli Two ex- 
offenders struggle to rome to terms 
with their past crimes and future lives 
in Michael Wilms's Qgw play. 1 5 & 
16 Mar. 8pm. £6.50, cones £5. St. 
Marys Street (01780-763203) 


ft SHOCKHEADED PETER Junk 
opera featuring the Tiger Lillies. 
Lyric Ha mme rsmi th Kfog Street. W6 
£5-£18. (0181-741 2311) ^Ham- 
mersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (7] 
2.30pm, ends 10 Apr. 


THE DOOR - BIRMINGHAM REP 
STUDIO Trips Sarah Woods’ 
new play uses a combination of five 
performance and video to examine 
where we .are in life and where we 
are going. Mon-Sac 7.45pm, ends 
20 Mar. £9, cones £6. Broad Street 
(0121-236 4455) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Manveux's quasi -scientific drama 
directed by Neil Bartlett. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm, mat Sat 2.30pm, ends 
20 Mar. El0-£l9, cones available. 
Southern Lane (01789-295623) 


SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE On the Piste 
John Godber's raunchy comedy gives 
us a revealing insight into skiing hol- 
idays. Contains nudity. Tonight 
7.30pm. E8.50-E 10.50. Theatre 
Square (01793-524481) 


Exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY Between Two Worlds: Pio- 
neering British Women 
Photogr a phers IadmfinKthewortirf 


Madam Yevoode and Julia Margaret 
Cameron. 

On Che Water Silvia Ferrari and 
Christian Ynaraja Artists from 
Barcelona present a series of large 
photographs. 

Memory and Skin: joy Gregory 
Interactive photographic installa- 
tion. Mon-Sun 9.30am-5.30pm. 
ends 21 Mar. £2.50. cones £1.75. 
The Octagon Galleries. Mlfsom 
Street (01225-462841) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL LSO/Prevfri Gala 
concert featuring Beethoven's Violin 
Concerto played by Anne-Sophie 
Mutter: Tonight 7.30pm. EI5-E60. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891 ) O Moorgate. 


PURCELL ROOM Endymlon En- 
semble Gavin Styars* personal 
dunce of music. Tonight Bpm. £7- 
£12. cones £5. South Bank, SE1 
(01 71-960 4242) Waterloo. 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981) Retrospective of the artist’s 
iar^y figurative paintings. Mon, Tue. 
Thur-Sat lOam-Spm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm, ends 28 Mar, free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL London 
Concert Choir/Forkgen Brahms’ 
AGermcmKBqifliem. foni^it 7.45pm 
£9-£I7. South Bank Centre. SE1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/e Waterloo. 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL CBSO/Rat- 
tle Nicholas Maw’s epic work 
Odyssey. Tonighr 7.30pm. £5-£1 1. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-960 4242) 
8R70 Waterloo. 


MUSIC 


POP 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFlNf Accelerator TOjrkty an 
m ifpmtinrBil group of contempo- 
rary artists, including Hilary Uoyd, 
AknSasao and Suzy Spence. Mon-Sac 
10am-7pm, Sun l2noon-6pm, 
ends 28 Mar. free. Narrow Quay 
(0117-929 9191) 


WIGMORE HALL Peter Donohoe 
Bach, Bartok and Beethoven. Today 
1 pm. £7. cones £5. 

Muza Rubackyte The pianist per- 
forms Beethoven and Schumann. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £7-E14. Wigmore 
Street. WI (0171-935 2141) 
O Bond Street. 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM The Art of Hilda Carline: 
Mrs Stanley Spencer The Bret ma- 
jor exhibition dedicated to the paint- 
ing of Spencer’s first wife. Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm. ends 3 May free. Queen 
Street (01 392-265858) 


DANCE 


BRIGHTON 

THE ULTRA MON TAN ES fest-ris- 
ing indie ghm-pop outfiL The Albert 
Trafalgar Street (01273-730499) 
Tonight 8pm. 


LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images from sub-Sa- 
haran Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mirror Numerous works ex- 
plore the Spanish master’s relation- 
ship wito photography. Mon. Thur-Sat 
10am-6.45pm. Tue 10am-5.45pm. 
Wed 10am-7.45pm. Sun !2noon- 
6.45pm. ends 29 Mac £5. cones £3. 
from Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk 
Street. EC2 (0171-638 4141) 
■© Barbican 


RHOOA MCGAW THEATRE. PEA- 
COCK CENTRE RIC Dance: Jus Eazy 
Innovative reggae dance. Tonight 
7.45pm. £8. cones £6. Chile Way 
(01483-761144) 


SYMPOSIUM. FUNGUS Boister- 
ous post-Brit noise-pap, with Swedish 
pop-metal support. The Point Rich- 
mond Place (01273-702333). 
Toriight 8.30pm. 


WOUfERHAMPTON 
GRAND THEATRE St Petersburg 
Ballet Theatre With Stars Of The 
Kirov Bailee Don Quixote Narra- 
tive ballet depicting ardent heroism 
in a dishonourable age. Tonight 
7.30pm. E8.50-E20.50. Lichfield 
Street (01902-429212) 


BRISTOL 

ORBITAL A much anticipated and 
long-awaited return to tivc action by 
the British techno scene-leaders. 
Colston Hall Colston Sheet (01 1 7- 
922 3686/cc 922 3683) Tonight 
7.30pm. £12. 


Literature 


GLOUCESTER 

ROGER TAYLOR The flaxen-haired 
drummer of Queen tours bis recent 
solo album, Electric Fire. Guildhall 
Arts Centre Eastgate Street (01 452- 
505089) Tonight 8.30pm. £10. 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design icon Mai’s designed by 
celebrities mark the 40th azmiveraary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May 
Modem Britain 1927-1939 A study 
on the important period after the 
Great War including the work of 
Frauds Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepworth. Phone for times, 
ends 1 8 Jul. £5.25. cones £4 (to mu- 
seum). Shad Thames. SE1 (0171- 
378 6055) 4ft Tower Hill 


EGHAM 

CIVILISING THE CENTAUR Pro- 
fessor Alison Brown's inaugural lec- 
ture examines the evolution of 
R enai ss an ce Man, and is followed by 
a reception in the Picture Gallery 
Royal Holloway 6 Bedford New 
College Egham Hill (01784- 
434455). Today 5.30pm, free. 


GUILDFORD 

PETER LOCKETT AND JOJI HiRO- 
TA - FROM TAJKO TO TA8LA 
Unique sod powerful fusion d diverse 
international percussion musics. 
Electric Theatre Onslow Street 
(01483-444789) lonight 7.30pm. 
£8. cones £3. 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Major exhibition of paintings 
and drawings by the 19tfa-centuy 
French artist Mon 6 Tue, Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm. Wed lOam-IOpm. 
ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4. Wed 
7pm- 10pm. £4. 

Orazio Gentfleschi at the Court of 
Charles I Rare exhibition exploring 
the work of the 17th-century I talian 
artist Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 1 0am- 
6pm. Wed lGam-9pm, ends 23 May. 
free. Trafalgar Square, WC2 (0171- 
747 2885) O Charing Cross 


LONDON 

THE GREEN AND THE GOLD 
Frances Quinn teOs the story of the 
legendary Ulster hero, Cucbulainn. 
Torriano Meeting House Tonriano 
Avenue NWS (0171-267 2751) 
O Kentish Town. Tonight 8pm. £7. 
cones £3. 


ILFRACOMBE 

FAIRPORT CONVENTION Dave 
feggs evea«popidarEngfish Wk-rock- 
ing favourites. The Landmark The 
Promenade, wader Road (01271- 
8656557CC 01271-324242) Tonight 
7.30pm, phone for prices. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

TRIBUTE TO NOTHING, DBH 
A double bill of hardcore noise 
and grindcore . Barfly at the fel- 
con Royal College Street. NW1 
(0171-482 4808) O Camden Town. 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et in the 20th Century Eighty paint- 
ings made in the 28 years after 1900. 
Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm, Fri A Sat 
9am- 1 0pm. ends 1 8 Apr. £9, cones 
E6. child (12-18) £3. child (8-1 1) 
£1.50. Burlington House. Piccadil- 
ly. Wi (0171-300 80007413 1717) 
•o Green Park/PIccadllly Circus 


CHELTENHAM 

PILLAR TALK COMEDY AT POLAR 
ROOM, TOWN HALL MBton Jones, 

Roger Mop hft ouse and rimis cabaret 
bizarre Martin BigPig. Tonight 
8.30pm. £6.50. adv £5.50. Imper- 
ial Square (01242-227979) 


CREED Intense US grunge rockers 
making an oddty low-key British ap- 
pearnce. The Borderline Manette 
Street. WI (0171-734 2095) 
■Q Tottenham Court Road. Tonight 
7pm. £7.50. 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 17: 
Thomas Demand's Tunnel Looped 
fita of travel in a tunnel explores ur- 
ban life. Ends 25 Apr. free. 

Works on Paper and Paintings; 
Francis Bacon Paintings and 
drawings previously kept secret 
Ends 2 May; free. 

Pharmacy: Damien Hirst Installa- 
tion exploring modern medicine. 
Ends 2 May. free. 

Serapheap Services: Michael Landy 
Installation of mannequins. Ends 
2 May, free. 

Jackson RsOock Mqor retrospective 
of the Abstract Expressionist. Ends 
6 Jur. £7.50. cones £5 (Rrstcan 0870 
842 2233 + £1.60 booking fee) 
Turner’s Last Papers 1820-51 Ek- 


LONDON 

THE MONDAY CLUB AT MADAME 
JO JO'S. featuring Jason Byrne, 
Mary Bourke, Shan. Logan Murray 
phis very special guest and MC Ron- 
nie Rigsby Tonight 9pm. £6. cones 
£5. Brewer Street, wi (0171-734 
2473) O Piccadilly Circus. 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 


THE COMEDY STORE Irish Night 
starring Michael Smiley, Owen 
OT'feflL Kevin GOdea, Jason Byrne, 
Kevhi Hayes, Ed Bannon and Ed 
Byrne, plus five music. Tonight 8pm. 
£12. Oxen don Street. SW1 (0171- 
344 0234) O- Piccadilly Circus. 


BRIGHTON 

GETZ-GILBERTO TRIBUTE Invo- 
cation of the great 1960s bossa 
nova boom. The Lift Queens Road 
(Ol 273-73051 5) Tonight 8.30pm. 
£3. cones £2. 


LONDON 

KING PLEASURE AND THE BIS- 
CUIT BOYS Madcap Kansas swing 
and R&B outfiL 100 dub Oxford 
Street WI (01 71-636 0933) G-Ox- 
ford Grcus. Tonight 8pm. £6. 


WATFORD 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS ME AT 
THE COLOSSEUM Award-winning 
omiedy sketch show starring Meera 

GUr HwJwfc'tSjE HSBFffiS' 

his later work. Ends 1 3 Jun, free 7 -30pm. £12.50-£14.50. Rick- ^ *’ 95 ' 

mansworth Road ( 01923 - 445000 ) * 


GEOFF GASCOYNE. NICK WEL- 
DON Bass and piano-fed modern 
jazz. 606 Club Lots Road SWI0 
(01 71 -352 5953) O Fulham Broad- 
way/Earls Court. Tonight 9.30pm & 


Dangerous Liasons: Barbara Hep- 
worth and Ben Nicholson Exam- 
ining the cross fertilisation of the 
couple. Ends 1 1 Jul, free. 
Dangerous Liasons: Rodin and 
Gwen John Exploring (be relation- 
ship between the artist lovers, Mon- 
Sun i0am-5.50pm. ends 1 1 Jul, free. 
Millbank. SW1 (0171-887 8000) 
■©■ Pimlico 


Clubs 


SEYMOUR'S JUMP Trombonist 
MarkStymour’s swing and jump-jive 
wdfit The improY Tottenham Court 
Road WI (0171-387 241 4/ce 344 
444«, * Warren Street, tonight. 
7.20pm. £7. me ms £5. 


NORWICH 

Norwich arts centre India 
50- Woritfog People: SebastiaoSal- 
gado The acclaimed photographer 
portrays the harsh reafity of Indian 
life. Mon-Fri 10am-5pm. Sat 1 lam- 
4pm. ends 8 Apr. free. Reeves Yard. 
St Benedict's Street (01 603-660352) 


BRIGHTON 

auasi? AR ^«? T ™ H0NEY 
CLUB Samming disco tunes Hum the 

^ three decades, free to the fanci- 

ty dressed. Tonight 10pm-2.30am. 


jimmy SMITH Return of the origi- 
nal Hammond organ Cat Jau cafe 
ferkway NWI (0171-916 6060) 
Town. Tonight 8.30pm. 
ends 20 Mar. £16. adv £13.50. 


LONDON 

S? n“ e AT BAR RUMBA 
Gates fetergon and Ben Wilcox plav 

5SS 5?*- S 


SSI«J5S?5 flE f l/STAN t RACEY 

QUARTET Lyrical trumpet and an- 
plar piano pairing. Piz» Express 
™ Street. WI (0i71- 

^ 9 . 8 J 2 2) O Tottenham Court, 
wad- Tonight 8.30pm. £15. . 
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LONDON 

THE 88TH CHELSEA ANTIQUES 
FAIR Antiques and One art from 40 
reputable dealers. Chelsea Old Town 
Hall King’s Road SW3 (01444- 
482514) eStnane Square. Mon-Ftl 
1 1 am- Bpm. Sat I1oni-7pm. Sim 
Mam-Spm. ends 21 Mar. £6. 


POOLE 

PLAYDAYS - WHY BIRD’S LUCKY 
NUMBER Plenty of songs and 
games for uges two to seven with 
Poppy the Cat and friends Poole 
Arts Centre Kingiand Road (Ol 702- 
685222) 15 & 16 Mar. 1.15pm 
Si 4.30pm. £4.90. 


> 

;J£- 
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BIRMINGHAM 

DENNIS LOCORRtERE Solo outing 
by the former singer with 1970s 
disco cowboys Dr Hook. Ronnie 
Scott's Broad Street (0121-643 
4525) Mar 15 & 16. 8pm. £12.50. 
cones £7.50. 




Vi 


IK ' 

-1 
IE - 

«_■ . 


C . 


T* . 


• 1* 


a— . . 


'••• - 1W 


■ >J 






a>; . 


- ; i . 


■■ Lie 


5 

■ -wj . 






>• 

a-;.'. 

SV: ; 


- 4d 
4J« 


- 




•rib 
• <n 


" ■i’tjo'.. '•* - 

U-JS 

. > , 

^ 40 

: 

•• ••• 


ioc 730 

t’ f'.fi 

; KV «v°« 



i loo ■ ,G o 


fu 


■■..*.** .‘-.-10 • r ’ n 
y.y ; - 


Ri 


i 








STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Warfe from the second half of (he 
centmy 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture Unking St tres 
with Montserrat Mon-Sac 1 1am- 
7pm. Sun 1 lam-5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.50. cones E2. Porthmeor Beach 
(01 736-796226) 


tonight 10pm-3am. £3. Shaftesbury 
Avenue, wi 


(0171-287 27151 
O Piccadilly Grcus. 


HEADSjTAT POINT , 0 , Easy-Us- 
toimg rhythms, ultra lounge Md 
tossa nova rariUes brouSo you 

SSsSK; hBe - New 

Oxford Street. WI (01 71-379 37121 

■©■ Tottenham Court Road. 1 


MCLAREN Scots vocalist 
and comedienne in cabaret Pizza . 

Kr, ightsbndge. SWT 
(0171-235 5273) ■©■ Hyde feritCor- 
ner Mar 15-20. 9.15pm & 
11.15pm. £18. adv £16. 


NNENNA FREELON The Gram- 
my -nominated vocalist in UK debut ' 
.Scot's Frith Street Wi- 
(01 71 -439 0747) O Leicester " 
Tonight 9pm & il.30wn, ; 
ends 20 Mar. £1 2, mems £4. 
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Monday Radio 


PICK OF THE Day 


JOHN CLIFFORD’S Afternoon 
Play: Letters from a Strange 
Land (2L15pm R4) is based on 
the 16th-century missives of 
TOH Adams, the first Englishman 
to end up in Japan, to his wife. 
His astonished observations have 
a delirious charm as well as a 
telling air of solitude - be never 
made it back to his Kent home. 

Britpop’s great survivors, Bbzr 
trighQ, provide an unmissable set 


in Lamacq Live (8pm Rl). Over 
on Radio 4, by way <rf complete 
contrast, there's a feature on 
Ushaw College, a seminary for 
the training of Roman Catholic 
priests. Men m Black (8pm R4) 
eavesdrops on campus life, where 
such medieval austerities as a 
ban on kettles in bedrooms sit 
alongside new-fangled ideas 
like “women". 

Dqmqnxc Cavendish 



An Amusi 12jOO I 

2 ? r so «s { ! « be ;a thSjffc ‘ Uchard 
.«•. hr.i N j en ^ ^ £-00 77 

4-aratlhMn tKA^'i i ' w *u ^eert Live from the Wigmore HaS, 

If mu. an- th,-v Londoa Stephanie Hughes totro- 

Atenutypu,^. ■ f,UIU S'ofi^ duces another recital h the series 
featuring leading pianists. Peter 
Donohoe (piano). Bach: French 
Suite No 5 in G, BWV81& 
Beethoven: Piano Sonata in A Op 
2 No 2. Bartok: Piano Sonata 
2-00 The BBC Orchestraa 
400 Opera to Action. 

4-45 Mtfflic Machine. 

5.00 In Tuna' 

7 JO Performance on a, Live from 
the FnJancfia Hal, Helsinki, the sec- 
ond of two concerts exploring 

—AO ».««’ ,v rt , H , - mythology to music. Lffli Paasikivi 

(mezzo). HeMd KUpelatoen (bari- 
II ii uW ‘ tone). Polytechnic Marts Chorus, 

- un “ J * Vassi Hiiieiv Finnish RSO/Sakari Orarna KJarrt: 

i h - j >. ; ' ' ■■ , ' rs * , u> laaorBi Lenriminkainenfc Adventures to 

“ - wr o i f Wadtbws- Saari SiieRus: Kuterva 

«uM«Aitl>r.;| KJ\s 015 Postscript An icfiosyncratic 


124KI Composer of the Week: 
Strauss. 

The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
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‘irisianj 7 ,v-Lf 4 history of classical duets and an irv- 
oriental history of loving, told by 
dancers and thirtcers. 1: The Clas- 
sic'. For romantics, some Swan 
Lakes. 

9JS Bach and Shostakovich. Offi 
Mustonen (piano) plays preludes 
and fogies from the first book of 
Bacrts The WbB-Tempered Clavier 1 
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and from Shostakoviches 24 Pre- 
ludes and Fugues. Op 87. 

KhOO Voices, lain Burnside pre- 
sents the second of two pro- 
grammes trawling through 75 years 
of Schubert Seder recordings, from 
Schumann and Schwarzkopf to 
Pears and Schreier. 

10.45 Mixing it Mark Russell and 
Robert Sandafl introduce an afl-CD 
edition. 

mo Jazz Notes. 

12JO Composer of the Week; 
Frederick Defers. (R) 

■LOO - 6-00 Through the hft^rt 
RADIO 4 
(324-946MHZ FM ) 

6 JO Today. 

9 JO NEWS; Start the Week. 

&45 Serial: Letters from My Wind- 
mill. 

10JO NEWS; Womans Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Tuning Into Children. 
tL30 King of Bath. 

12J0 NEWS; You and Yours. 
1SL57 Weather. 

■LOO The World at One 
1-30 Counterpoint 
2J0 NEWS; The Archers. 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Letters from a 
Strange Land See Pick of the Day. 
3J0 NEWS; Money Box Live: 

0870 OtO 0444. 

3 JO Carnival Tales. 

3- 45 This Sceptred Isle. (R) 

4- 00 The Food Pro gr amme. 

4J0 Turning Work! 

5J0 PM. 

6J0 Six OOock News. 

6 JO Just a Minute. 

7 JO NEWS; The Archers. 

715 Front Row Mark Lawson 
chairs the arts programme, arid 


meets best-selling writer WBsur 
Smith. 

7-45 The Cry of the Bittern. An en- 
vironmental drama by Tim Jackson. 
Having cfiscovered the contaminant 
to the Ttobetts* water supply, Laura 
now has to find out how it got 
there. With Rachel Atkins, Sean 
Baker and Eric Pepper eti. Director 
Vanessa Whitburn. (21/30). 

8.00 NEWS; Men in Black. ‘A 
Place Apart 1 . In the first of three 
programmes, Rosemary Hartffl 
explores daily life to Ushaw College, 
Co Durham, one of only five Roman 
Cathofic seminaries to Britain today. 
Butt nearly 200 years aga It was 
once home to htmcfreds of young 
men being trained as priest Today, 
the college struggles with smafl 
numbers and an uncertain future 
See Pick of the Day. 

8J0 Analysis. ‘Richer but Poorer 7 
We are much wealthier than to the 
past but what do we mean by 
wealth? Andrew DSnot asks if the 
way we think about what makes us 
rich may be making us poor. 

9J0 NEWS; Nature 'The Island 
Laboratory'. Isolated from the 
mainland offshore islands are both 
breeding grounds for unique 
species and laboratories of extrav- 
agant evolution. But these islands 
are also fragile havens, vulnerable 
to human exploitation ieadng to 
mass destruction and extinction. 
9JO Start the Week. Jeremy Pax- 
man and his guests set the cultural 
agenda tor the week. 

1QJ0 The World Tonight. With 
Robin Lustig. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Strait Is 


the Gate. David McKai reads Andre 
GideS story of lost love. Translated 
by Dorothy Bussy, abridged by 
Morag Lyail (1/5). (R) 

1U0 The Prettiest Girl to Texas. 

By Sebastian Baczkiewtcz. In a 
deluxe motel room on the outskirts 
of Dates, Brenda and her brother 
Cort wait impatiently for the arrival 
of a very special cfent But Brenda, 
once voted the prettiest girl to 
Texas, is getting cold feet With 
Stuart MiSgan and Laurel Lefkow 
Director Claire Grove. 

1130 Crossing Over. (R) 

12J0 News. 

12J0 The Late Book: The Mask of 
Command (R) 

12L48 Shipping Forecast 
1 JO As Wbrld Service. 

5J0 Wbrid News. 

5-35 Shipping Forecast 
SjM Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day 
5-47 - 6 JO Farming Today. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

9.45 ■ 10 JO Daily Service. 12.00 
- 12-04 News; Shipping Forecast 
554 - 557 Shipping Forecast 
1UO - 12.00 Today to Parfiament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

6JO Breakfast 
9.00 Nicky Campbell 
12J0 The Midday News. 

MO Ruscoe and Co. 

4J0 Drive. 

7 JO News Extra. 

7 JO Dream Teams. B9 Kenwright 
an avid Everton fen. talks to Jim 
White about the best players to 


have graced Goodfeon Park. 

8J0 The Family. A special pro- 
gramme examining the future of 
family Bfe to Britain. Is the nuclear 
family the best environment for 
bringing up chidren? Andrew Neil 
and an aB-star panel debate the is- 
sues head on. 

10 JO Late Ngftt Live. Mck Robin- 
son sets tomorrow's agenda today. 
Inducing at 1030 a foil round-up of 
the day's sport and at TLOO a late 
news briefing. 

-LOO Up AH Night 
5J0 - 6J0 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(10Q0-10L9MHZ FM ) 

6J0 Nfck Bailey. 9-00 Michael 
Mappto. 12JO Requests. 2J0 
Concerto 3J0 Jamie Crick. 6J0 
Newsnight 7 JO Smooth Classics 
at Seven 9 JO Evening Concert 
Music by members of the Bach 
femfly. CPE Bach: Magnificat to D 
minor. Soloists, King's Coflege 
Choir, ASMF/PhSp Ledger. J C 
Bach: Quintet to D En^sh Concert 
J E Bach: Violin Sonata in F minor. 
Ftoritegium EnsemUa J S Bach: 
Orchestral Suite No 3 in D, 
BWVlOea Cotegrum 
Aureum/Franzjosef Maier. tLOO 
Alan Mann 2JO Concerto. 3JO - 
6J0 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, 1197- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz 

FM) 

6J0 Chris Evans. 9J0 Russ 
WHEams. LOO Nick Abbot 4J0 
Harriet Scott 6^45 London Calling 
with Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Ge- 
oft 7 JO Pete and Geott lOJO 
Mark Forrest MO Steve Power. 
4.30-6 Jo Richard ABen 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHzLW) 

LOO The Wbrld Today. L30 West- 
way. L45 Record News. 2JO The 
Wbrld Today. 2.30 Warm World. 

3 JO The Wbrid Today. 3JB0 
Sports Roundup 3J0 World Busi- 
nsss Report 345 Insight 4-00 - 
7.00 The Wbrid Today (480-700). 
TALK RADIO 
6J0 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nek Ferrari. 9J0 
Scott Crtshotoi and Safly James. 
12J0 Left Talk Soap with 
ina Baker. LOO Anna Raeburn - 
Live and Direct 4-00 The Sport- 
Zona 8J0 James Whale. 

MO - 6 JO Ian CoDins. 


Satellite and Cable 
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sky m it~t 

6J0 Last Stand at Saber River (1997) 
(79663937). Z35 Evtta (1996) (88336736). 
BJSO the Thf Solder (199^ (ZM54641). 
1L30 Last Stand at Saber R?varp997) 
(96006486). U5 Evtta (S9Q (640255^. 
330 Barry Normanfe FBm I'fight (6689) 
4J0 The Th Solder (1995) (MOS). 500 
Little Monstara (S8S0 (86000) 880 tnde- 
Day (1996) (10436399). 1025 
Untouchables (S87) (622689). 12J5 
(®96) (79339719). 240 - (LOO 
Some Motheris Son (t996) P6701S35) 
SKY UOVEMAX 
LOO Femmes Ratataa (30467) 7J0 
Movie Magic (1401134) 845 Action He- - 
roes (2120912) 9J0 Coyote Summer 
(1996) (B0216) 1100 Ed (1996) (95028) 
■LOO Femmes Fatates (39738) 130 
Movie Magic (5589776) 215 Action 
Heroes (7634467) See We* of tf» Day. 
3-00 Desperate (©47) (10486) 9J0 
Coyote Summer (®96) (37221) 7J0 Ed 
0096) (77283) 530 Jo* Apartment 
0996) (59912) 10-00 Movietalr Special 
(32127) 1L00 Bound (1997) (760573) 
12A0 Next of Kin 0989) (317310) 2-40 
Home Invasion (1997) (8344326) 4» 
Showdown ki Little Tbkyo (B91) (8255581) 
5J0 - 7 JO Desperate (1947) (64719) 
SKY COCEIM 

4J00 Desitoatlon Gobi (1953) (0378283) 
5»30 Howards End (1991) (2014888) 

8JOO The Seven-Ups (1373) (2432825) 
KMW Rebecca (<948) (12551370) 1240 
Days of Glory (©44) (59951500) 140 
IVVUtt (1979) (2884142)340 The Gfasa 
*• Menagarfe (S5Q (687B055) L2S Ckwa 
FRJHFOUR 

OJO Hb GW Friday (1940) (40440196) 
L35 Lovely (2806554) LOO 1984 (1984) 
(87B477B) 540 Trawr (7051370) 1045 
Maurice (087) (48708844) See PWc of 
toe Day. 12-40 Another Country (1984) 
(9858177) 240 Sunday (1464055) 3-40 
- 500 Before Smise (1995) 


PICK OF THE Day 


IT .MAY 'BE; Mi? to recall now; 
but there was a time before 
Fbur Weddings and a Funeral 
when Hugh Grant (righto was 
just another floppy-haired posh 
young British actor He stars 
with James WSby and Rupert 
Graves in Maurice ( 10 . 15pm 
FUmFbur), James Ivory's veracc 
of the semi-autobiographical 
novel by EM Fbrstei; which was 
only published posthumously 
because of its provocative content 
They play three men struggling 


,to c(U33£..fo -terms with -their 
homosexuality in the repressive 
dimate of Edwanfian Britain. 

Michael Douglas is a rare 
example of a Hollywood child 
who has lived up to the standards 
set by a celebrity parent His 
career - which includes an 
Oscar-winning performance as 
the reptilian financier Gordon 
Gekho in WaR Street - is charted 
in today’s Action Heroes fZJLSpm 
Sky Moviemax). 

James Hampton 
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DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4*00 R pc ttjntfe Fbblno Advwatres 
(KH3047) 4JO A Favor Somewhere 
(1002831) SJ>0 Httter (7538842) 6.00 
WMteSOS (T090l9G)flL30 Untamed 
Africa (3916283) 7jaThe Quest 
ri003SSO) 8UD0 Kick'S Quest (6388509) 
The Supema&val (H38806) SLAM 
KBer Quake (8726979) iOlOO Amaztofl 
Earth (8796738) tLOO Test 
FSgtes (B68368S) tLOO The Great 
Egyptians (830771^. LOO Kfitter 
P2089XJ) 2410 dose. 


SKY OME 

ZOO Count Duckula (45398) 7J0 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (48028) 
8-30 HoBywood Squares (27844) 94JO 
Saly Jassy Raphael (37931) KLOO The 
Oprah WWtay Show (53318) tLOO 
Gutty! (33554) 12L00 Jenny Jones 
f/5979) LOO Mad about You (37370) 
130 Jeopardy (55115) 2JiO Saly Jessy 
Raphael (91080) 3-00 jenny Jones 
(84399) 44)0 Grityl (76134) 5-00 Star 
Trek: Voyager (8931) 6-00 American 
Dumbest Criminals (2863) 6J0 Friends 
(3115) 74)0 The Simpsons @660) 740 
The Simpsons (9399) 8-00 Star Trek - 
Deep Space Mne (84028)94)0 First 
Wtero (57132). IOjOO Seinfeld (17979). 
tLOO Friends (77863) 1L30 Star Trek: 
Voyager (31270). 12-30 The Commish 
(11608) L30 - 74)0 Long Play 
(6859005) 

SKY SPORTS 1 
LOO Ford Football Spe cial Mi ddtes- 
brough v Southampton (17825). 8-30 The 
Snow Show (892B3) 94)0 Racing News 
(94873) 930 Aerobics - Or Style 
(Z1757) IOJOO Scottish FbotbaU Ab- 
erdeen v Celtic (95318) tLOO Footbal 
League Review Crewe Alexandra vs Birm- 
ingham City (75554) 12-00 Aerobics - 
Oz Styte (90399) 12J0 What a Weekend 
(25573) 14)0 Fbrd FbotbaU Special 
lyMdtesbrough vs Southampton (87950) 
2^0 Spanish Football (19979) 4*30 
Powerboat and Jat Sport World (4060). 
54)0 Max Power (3641) 6-00 Sky Sports 


Centre (8825) BJO What a Waatand 
(2405) 74H) Footbal League Review 
(10080) 84)0 Sports Auction (49202) 
9.30 What a Weekend (12009) 104)0 
Sky Sports Centre (226370) 1045 YbuYe 
on Sky Sports (473979) tLOO FootbaS 
League Review (96047) tZJOO Sky 
Sports Centre (8678055) 1246 Vbuteon 
Sky Sports (6284158) LOO FbotbaU 
League Review (87871) 2-00 Ibtal Sport 
(12055) 2J30 Sports Centre (3054500) 
2^15 Close. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

TOO Aerobics - Qz Style (1163739) X30 
Racing News (2618824) 84)0 Fbrd Golf 
USA (3403234) 11.00 European Tour 
Golf (2519399) LOO Basketball - UnfbaH 
Trophy Final Derby Storm vs Manchester 
Giants (8855221) 34K) Internatio nal 
Cricket West tntfes v Austr alia (9 087776) 
5-00 The Snow Show (5051776) 5J30 
International Cricket West Indtes vs 
Australia (50006®)) 104)0 Thble Tennis 
( 5881414 ) tLOO Total Sport (31509 6) 
tL30 World Motor Sport (9517912) 2J0 
International Bowls Austraia vs Errand 
(8587516) 4J30 Sports Centre 
(36089968) 4.45 Close 
SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 Rugby League (26520221) L30 
Badntinfen (ffi058405) 54)0 Football Re- 
view (27125825) 64K) Table TferriS 
(19576736) 74)0 V-Max (27126554) 7.30 
Totateporl 04053196) 84)0 International 
Bowls Austraia vs England p38OTB88) 


104)0 Shelb WondarftJ World of Golf 
Herbert vs Nfen Donk (33886196) 1L00 
The Golden Age of Racing A-Z of Motor- 
sport (92383738) 1L30 Oosa, 
EUROSPORT 

7.30 Equestritm tem (82486) 130 A^xne 
Sking (29221) 9-30 Biathlon (79202) 
ILOO Raly (96912) 1L30 Speed Skating 
(69486) 12J0 Sid Jumping (36371% L30 
Snooker German Masters te Bingen 
(80467) 34)0 Cydng Tirreno - Adriatico 
(25347) 44)0 Biathlon Wbrld Cup (10592) 
5-00 Truck Racing (5009) 64)0 Adven- 
ture Raid Gautobes (8221) 64H) Sled 
Dog (7573) 74)0 YOZ Mag - Youth Only 
Zone (45776) 84K) Tifel (21196) 94)0 
BcKtng (34660) 104)0 Footbal: Eim> 
goals (82405). tL30 Footbal: World Cup 
Legends (50028) 12-30 Close. 

UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (8676399) 7.30 Neigh- 
bom (6740467) 7JSS EastEndars 
(2260736) 8-30 The BO (3396tB) 94M) 
The Btt (3387167) 9-30 Pride and Preju- 
dee (5193370) -KL30 Rhoda (3316979) 
tLOO Dallas (4130047) 1L55 Neighbours 
(753t308CQ. 12.25 EastEndere (2065134) 
LOO Jidst Bravo (163716) 24M Dalas 
(7963738) 235 The BtS (1975009) 3-25 
The SB (870W78) 3J55 EastEndars 
(3575283) 4^0 Rhode (10T1689) 54H) 

Al Creatures Great and Smal ^738880) 
64)0 Dynasty (1657979) TOO The Com- 
edy Alternative: Ever Decreasing Codes 
(7894486) 7-40 Tha Comedy Alternative: 
Dacfs Army (4262009) 0-20 The Comedy 


Alternative: The Brittas Empire (2493/S/) 
94)0 Casualty (27780221) 104)5 Stent 
Witness (B089958) TLSO The Bffl 
(1804812) 12.20 The B9 (6007239) 

, 12.50 Black Adder the Third (8833061) 

- L25 Ranch and Saunders (957581) 
24)0 Dangerflekl (8133264) 3.00 - 74W 
Shopping witti Screenshop PQ27500) 
UVMG 

6-00 Ttoy and Crew (79555776) 020 10 
plus 2 (48998009) GL40 Greedysaurus 
and the Gang (98565689) 6-45 Phttjert 
the Frog (98557660) 6w50 Pbta Dot 
Shorts (98545825) 74)0 Practical Parent- 
ing (3324592) 74)5 Professor Bubble 
(1499288) 7J0 Caflou (6926047) 7J5 
Bug Alart (780497^. 7L55 Practical Par- 
enting (9912641) 84)0 Barney and 
Friends (9939318) 8.25 Babaioos 
(1326757) 8-30 Tiny Tales (3103738) 

8J5 Try and Crew (4033778) 8-50 
Practical Parenting (8560406) 84)0 Spe- 
cial Babies (8247844) 9-30 The 
Roseanne Show (7124028) -RUM) The 
Jerry Springer Show (9455592) 10J50 
Maury POvIch (3854370) 1L40 Brookskfe 
(2321592) 1240 Through tin Keyhole 
(2563689) 12^0 Rescue 9T1 
(35004642) 140 Beyond Beiaf: Pact or 
Rction (39858028) L40 Mary Povich 
(4051863) 2J0 Special Babies (B214757) 
34)0 Living Room (632615) 3-50 
Mchacti Cole (4016031) 4410 Through the 
Keyhole £>9038487) 540 Tha Heat Is On 
(5737399) 5L40 Ready, Steady. Cook 
(Btt5309) 845 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1869405) 74)5 Rescue 9T1 (4610931) 

733 Animal Rescue (4905318) 84)0 LA 
Law (2468979) 94)0 Film: Romance 
WeeJc Loving Evangeine £2439738) 

ILOO- 124)0 Sex Fies H (7496436) 

TNT 

94)0 Lust for Life (1956) (63209912) 

1L30 The VTPs (1963) (60887365) L45 
The Waking Stick (WTO* (23438264) 

34X) Escape from East Bertin (562) 
(82485719) 54)0 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
7JOO Jenny (2912) 730 Grace Under Fire 
(9931) 84K) EBen (1660) GL30 Spin City 
(7467) 94)0 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(12950) 9J30 Whose Une Is It Anyway? 
(43979) 104)0 Ftasler (B2370) 1030 
Cheers (44478) ILOO Seinfeld (914 67) 
1L30 Tha Larry Sanders Shew £215) 
124)0 Late hfigtit with David Le tte rman 
(91974) LOO Iteti (94500) L30 FronOhe 
(n75) 24W Dr Kalz 00697) 2J30 T%« 
and Fibs (95334 3J0 M^tstand (87364) 
3.30-44)0 Abbott & OostBto (13764) 
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BBC1 NRELAMO 

LONDON LSEntci 

2«te«eca0) 10.40 Animal Pofce 
(1076 88) 10 A Question erf Sport 
Posce (mS7) 

Wjh (843467) 12-35 
Ffem The Prwddenrt Anaf 
MS Joins BBC New* 24 ' ( 
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MCI SCOTLAND 

*®C’ LOWON A ie tucapfc 

SSSJflP'LlP <MW" “td Mote) 
K»34i9^.ttja Onfo ague Rannan 
gong a nd Rhyme) (21433467) ‘OAO 
™*»gi Poatffosfrnao Pal} (92362675) 

>SWci WALES 

.tenef MNDON A SE except: 

tUaf AnbhN Potice (177467) 
l ^ t * (642467% 12J5 



ANOUA 

A* Carlton rapt, 

ww arid Weather i 


Shorttend Street (9994283) <30 Home 
and Away (35607950) L55 TheJarry 
Springer Show (35965M) 340 /TV News 
Headlines (4738467) 335 AngSa News 
and Weather (4738738) 54H) Home and 
Away (9472912) 5-25 Take It On 
(8466824) 5J0 AngSa News Monday 
Extra (736) 6.00 AngSa News (979) 
TWO Angla News and Weather 
(430554) 1130 FKz (463680) 12J5 
Nationwide Footbal L^gue Extra 
1J5 WOrid Footbal 
24K) Rkn; Rio DfeNo 
3J5 Trisha (275BB03) 4J5 
Teen (46457968) 54)0 Coro- 
nation "Street (15516) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12.20 Central 
News and Weather (7233738) 12.55 
Home and Away (4573592) 240 Hi 
Road (56486194) 5-30 Shorttand £ 
(738) 84K) Central News at Six (979) 
tL20 Central News and Weather 
(430554) 4.30 Jobfinder (4581535) 
5J20 Aslan Eye (3373622) 

MTV WALES 

As Carlton ex cept: 10 JO This 
MomkiQ (44507028). 1245 HTV News 
\ 12.55 Short land Street 


3) 1J0 Homeand Away 
. _50) 1-55 The Jerry Springer 

(3596514) 340 ITV News Head- 

Enes (4739467) 315 HTV News 
(4738738) 5JO House to House_(738) 
64M) HTV 


News 

12J5 


News (979) mo HTV 
30554) TL30 Fitz (463680) 

_ FootbaB League Extra (4935326) 
L25 Wbrid FootbalF(9246993) 24)0 
Rim: Rio Diablo (791516) 3J5 TVlSha 
B603) 4-35 rrv Mghtscreen 
157968) 54K) Coronation St (15516) 

MTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except 5J0 Gar- 
den Calendar (738) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10JO Th® 
Mominfl (44507028) 1245 Meridian 

News and WBather (W88370) 12J5 

Shorttand Street (9994283) UO Home 

MS The Jerry 

im 340 rrv News 
345 Meridian 
Nevvsand vifeather (4738738) 54)0 
Home and Away ( 52 ^. 5-26 Three 
Minnies (8466824) 3J0 Country Ways 
(738) 64K) Meriden Tbnight (979) 
tL20 MericSen Newsano VVeather 

(430554) TUO Prisoner Cefl Block H 


. 1243 Nationwide Footbal 
=Xtra (4935326) 125 Wbrid 

I (9246993) 2J0 Dte- 

bto (791516) 3-35 Tnsfte (2^8^) 

4 J5 ITV Ntahtecreen (46457968) 34)0 
Freeacreen 05516) 

VfESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10-30 This 
Morning (44507D28) 1*45 Westcountry 
News (4088370) 12J27 Btumnabons 
(7841757) 12-55 VJteSteOUitiry 
Lunchtime Lhre &5TS50Z}- MO I ITV 
News Head*nes(4^46n 345 

country News (4738738) 5J0 Antral 
SOS (738) 6J0 WMttOuntnr Lnre (979) 

Worid Football (9348993) 24K) FBm. 

Rio Diablo ( 791516 ) 3-35 Trisha 
(2758603) 

(45457968) 54)0 Coronation Si P5516) 

YORKSHIRE _ _. 

As Carlton except 

srsKsassSa, 

(738) 64)0 Calendar (979) H-20 Cal 


endar News and Wbather (430554) 

4 JO Jobfinder (53516) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.15 North 
East News and Weather (4088370) 5-30 
North East Tonight (31502) 1120 North 
East News and Weather (430554) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 94)0 Ysgo- 
Bon/Schoote (28274080) 12-00 RictotTo 
Reply (97059757) 12J0 Sesame sireet 
86877202) 14K) Planed Plant 
(67821196) L30 Channel Pots at Chel- 
tenham 86876573) 24)0 Tima Team 
3-00 Return to the Lost 
3ns of Heigan (90135080) 4 JO 
Monte) WUSams (671823991 34M) 

Planed Plant (90147825) 5-30 Count- 
down (67186979) S4H) ' 

6.10 Heno f 

rrn 

dfon 


115)74)0 
7.30 Newyd- 
8-00 Dudley 
JPwyDPwy 

I) 94» Taro Naw (68259196) 
o (63560383) 10-35 Father 
05) 1L0S Cutting Edge 

9- 12-03 Cheltenham - Festi- 
val of Dreams (30899332) L05-U5 
Charnel Four at Cheltenham (87485177) 



Independent Pursuits 
Chess 

JON S PE ELMAN 


ON WEDNESDAY, the minister for 
sport, Ibny Banks, answered read- 
ers' questions in this section of the 
paper; including: “Why do you think 
chess should be made a recognised 
sport?'’ Tb which he replied: "Be- 
cause it is already recognised in 
most of the European Union, and 
because we are very good at it" 
This is music to the ears ofa com- 
munity that has always fallen be- 
tween the two stools of sport and 
arts. Despite welcome funding for 
many years from the Department of 
Education and Science ( alias the 
Department of National Heritage 
and latterly the Department for 
Culture Media and Sport) - while 
our counterparts in Scotland and 
Wales get their support from the 
Scottish and Welsh Offices -this un- 
certain identity- has denied chess ac- 
cess to other sources of funding, 
The National Lottery, for ex- 
ample, has funds earmarked both 
for “Heritage" and to support 
emerging sportsmen: but we qual- 
ify as neither. Moreover, entry fees 
for aO competitions, even including 
events for the youngest juniors, 
are subject to VAT, 

There is a concerted campaign at 
the moment to change the status of 
the game. The Adjournment Debate 
in the House of Commons this 
evening, to be opened by Dr Evan 
Harris, Liberal Democrat MP for 
Oxford West and Abingdon, will dis- 
cuss the mailer. And Gary Kasparov 
himself is confidently expected to at- 
tend a reception at the House of 
Commons on 25 March, hosted by 
Dr Harris and Charlotte Atkins 
(Labour, Staffordshire Moorlands) 
and organised by the British Chess 
Federation and the portable chess 
computer manufacturers Saitek, 


sponsors of the England Junior 
squad, to announce -serious support 
for a serious sport". 

Fbr all this heavyweight approval, 
you may still be wondering why on 
earth an activity as apparently 
sedentary as chess should become 
a sport. 

This is partly a question of defin- 
ition. The relevant entry* in my 
Chambers Dictionary is “a game, 
especially one involving bodily ex- 
ercise." Certainly chess is what we 
now call a “mind sport" . But there 
is also a considerable physical com- 
ponent, especially at a lugh leveL 

In tournament play, you can have 

a pulse of well over 1 00 for a whole 
session of up to seven hours: and in 
the moments of greatest stress the 
tension can become almost un- 
controllable. though in bad time 
trouble our chess reflexes are like 
a sprinter's. 

The single combat of match play 
is ewu worse. During tlte week aiui- 
a-half of our second match in 1991 
- which he won by a whisker - Nigel 
Short lost a stone! It's not surpris- 
ing. then, that the majority nf the 
world's veiy top players pay great 
attention not only to their technical 
chess preparation, but also to their 
physical condition. 

In the end. it isn't even a question 
of linguistic niceties, but rather of 
simple common sense. It's surely 
only right that, like most of the rest 
of the world, and the vast majority 
of members of the European UnioiL 
we too should provide proper sup- 
port for an activity that can be 
played by the very* young and the 
very old, discharges aggression in 
a safe and acceptable manner, fos- 
ters concentration, and. above all. 
we are exceptional!}' good at. 


Bridge 

Alan Hiron 


THREE OF the players on this deal 
from rubber bridge gave rein to 
their imagination. As East, with 
little scope for brilliance. I had to 
be content with taking the setting 
trick and collecting a plus score. 

West opened One Spade and 
North doubled. As you can see, a 
pass by South would have worked 
well but, as that might have proved 
dangerous. South bid One no- 
trumps and West passed. Now 
North had a problem - his partner 
had been given little room for 
manoeuvre and the range for his 
One no-trumps was, of necessity, 
wide. Fueling that he was worth a 
forward move. North tried Two 
Spades (doubtless planning to pass 
a possible bid of Three of a minor). 
Most players would have stolidly 
bid IWo no-trumps now but South, 
with his very safe spade guard and 
a better hand than he might have 
held, jumped to Three no-trumps 
and ail passed. 

A spade lead did not look attrac- 
tive and West's choice of 02 
proved a happy one. Dummy 
played low. I won with the jack and. 
with nothing better to do, returned 
42. Declarer tried the nine and, 
after winning with his ace, my part- 
ner got off lead with 0 10. In 
South’s eyes this did not appear 
inconsistent with an original hold- 


Game all; dealer West 
North 

*S 

<?AQ109 
OAK84 
+ KJ94 

West East 

♦ A 7 6 5 3 ♦! 42 

S?K85 <7742 

01032 00 J 5 

+AQ +10765 

South 

- +KQ10 9 

<?J63 
0976 
♦ S3 2 


mg of O Q 10 xx, so he won on the 
table and unblocked with the nine, 
preparing for a later finesse. 

South continued with S? Q from 
dummy and Wiest held off. V 10 fol- 
lowed and again West held off for, 
otherwise, with an entry to hand, 
declarer would have had an easy 
run. Now South had four heart 
tricks but the lead was still in 
dummy After cashing the hearts he 
exited with a low club to West's 
queem West cashed the ace and led 
03. Having already formed the 
wrong view of the diamond suit, 
declarer finessed dummy's eight 
and so lost to my now lone queen. 


Concise crossword 
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ACROSS 

I Chewing on bii (8) 

5 Ages (4) 

9 Respond (5) 

10 Berkshire iown (71 

II Looking good to the camera 

( 10 ) 

14 Unsophisticated rustic (7,6) 
16 Police van <5,5) 

20 Wind instrument (7) 

21 Small hill (5) 

22 Cook (4) 

23 in the open air (8) 


DOWN 

1 Shell (8) 

2 Means of showing quantity on 
a diaL e.g. (S) 

3 Ffcved area (5) 

4 Educational establishment 
(7.6) 

6 Norse god (4) 

7 Wise man (4) 

5 Gaming house (6) 

12 Thking a great interest? (S) 

13 Hoflciwed-out design (8) 

15 ftil used in candles etc (6) 

17 Creator (5) 

IS Long poem or film (4) 

19 Pain (4) 


Sotatten to last Satnrdafs Cweteo Cresnmnt: 

ACROSS: I Press 4 Ton (Prenonl. 7 Oral. S Prospect. 1 Mjneclwurze], 10 .Adbere, 13 
Nausea. 15Busme*6suiL 19 Barracks. 20 Utah. 21 Dam. 21 Ladle. DOWN: 1 PaiLa, 2 
Edoguc. 3 SepaL 4 Topaz. 5 Nacelle. 6 Column, 11 Dati hand. 13 Euniee. 14 Unsound, lb 
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